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“Come and See” (John 1:35-42)

As we begin our September theme, “Growing as Disciples,” we begin

with one of the simplest and most beautiful invitations Jesus gives:
“Come and see.”

In John 1:35-42, two disciples of John the Baptist begin following Jesus.
They do not yet know very much about him. They are curious and

searching. Jesus turns to them and asks, “What are you looking for?”

That is also an important question for us. What are we looking for when

we come to church? What are we seeking in our relationship with God?

No matter how long we have been Christians, discipleship is never
finished. There is always another step to take and another place where
God'’s grace needs to work within us.

When the disciples ask Jesus where he is staying, Jesus responds, “Come
and see.” He does not give them a long theological explanation. He
simply invites them to come, spend time with him, and discover for

themselves. Christian faith is more than believing certain things; it is a

relationship with Jesus Christ. Spiritual growth begins not with having all

the answers, but with being willing to follow.

The disciples went with Jesus and spent time with him. That is still how
we grow today—through prayer, worship, Scripture, and listening for
God'’s voice. But we also grow through one another. We do not grow in
faith alone. We need one another to pray with us, study Scripture with
us, encourage us, and walk beside us on this journey.

After spending time with Jesus, Andrew is changed. He finds his brother

!f{ffj}ﬂ.-’f; Simon and brings him to Jesus. Andrew does not give Simon a

theological lecture or try to answer every question. He simply brings him
to Christ. In a sense, Andrew extends the same invitation he received:
“Come and see.”

This remains one of the simplest and most powerful ways of sharing our
faith: people inviting people. We can invite a friend, neighbor, or
someone going through a difficult time to come and experience a

community of faith.

And when people come to Calvary, what will they see? In many ways,
Christ is already being made visible among us. When we pray for one
another, serve our neighbors through the food bank and other
ministries, share the gospel through our podcast, offer healing and
praise through music, and reach out to our community, we are helping
people see Christ among us.

We have not arrived. God continues to call us to grow—to love more
deeply, welcome more generously, serve more faithfully, and share the

good news more boldly.
So our invitation remains: Come and see what God is doing among us.
Come and see people praying, serving, worshiping, and growing
together. Above all, come and see Christ—alive, at work, and present
among us.
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10:30AM ~ WORSHIP

September 20 Pastor Jong Kim
Sandy Graffius 90" Birthday
Special Music from ‘FOUR FUN”

September 27 Pastor Jong Kim

SEPTEMBER ATTENDANCE
includes visitors & streaming
September 6- 74 people
September 13-63 people

CHURCH SERVICES AND HOURS
1ST SUNDAYS- COMMUNION SUNDAY
ALL SUNDAYS 10:30 AM - WORSHIP SERVICES
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 AM ADULT (September-May)
3RD SATURDAY, 9-11 AM — MIFFLIN FOOD PANTRY AT ZION
ATH SATURDAY 5-6:30 PM -DINNER CHURCH AT ZION

Church Office OPEN
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 -2:00
Wednesday, 1:00-6:00

BLESSED BONDS

“Think of it as reading God's diary.”

HAPPY 90™
BIRTHDAY
SANDY

Wednesday,
October 14th,
11:30 AM at
Rody Family
Restaurant in
Flying Hills

Adult Choir Rehearsal October 7% and
Bell Choir Rehearsal
October 14" @ 7:00PM
We need SOPRANOS!
Please consider joining the choir.
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GRAFFIUS!
9/13/26

BIG THANK YOU TO
GLORIA AND DANNY
HUTZELL AND NADINE

v) >
s ADIS,
JENSEN FOR THEIR VERY ~ '
GENEROUS DONATION ®
FOR THE AED EQUIPMENT
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I know that many of us from time to time struggle with the Old Testament. But
lately I find myself drawn to the scriptures through a chronological study Bible I
purchased. Unlike some of my recent writings, this particular thought has
absolutely no facts to share. What I'm really hoping is that two things might take
place. One, some of you who have been reading the Calvary newsletter offerings
will develop a sense of renewed interest in the Old Testament. Second, I'm
interested in hearing your opinions about my recent observation. Like many of
you, I struggle sometimes with all of the rules and regulations placed on the early
followers of God. So, rather than spend time trying to read larger portions of the
Old Testament just to get to the New Testament quickly, I have adopted a
different approach. After purchasing my new study Bible I decided to not rush
through just to get to the scriptures devoted to the period after Christ’s birth. The
format of my study Bible offers small, sometimes less than one chapter, where I
now can pause and read all of the commentaries about the verses I just read.
Scriptures about God testing and being present in the lives of Adam and Eve, the
Israelites, etc. are still shared. All of the times God’s people trusted God and then
proceeded to revolt against Him are all explained by the folks who provided the
commentaries. However, spending time to think about small chunks of the
scriptures in detail have caused me to have a different perspective to the Old
Testament. I'm interested to hear from you about this theory that popped into my
head recently! The Old Testament events were captured well before anyone
thought about newspapers, radios, televisions, computers, IPads and cell phones.
Even written materials as we know them were in very short supply to most folks.
So why was so much of their time consumed by rules about dress, what and how
to eat, how to build, when to move, plus all the other rituals and festivals? It
occurred to me that could this have been God’s way of helping humans to remain
centered on Him and His desire to be our main focus for life? Is there a greater
lesson to be learned from the Old Testament beyond our concerns over wars and
judgements? We are blessed in our lives with many new and exciting
opportunities. God has gifted us with minds that can imagine and create amazing
opportunities for us to enjoy. However, in our quest to be entertained and
connected, have we grown to overlook one of the possible teachings offered to us
in the Old Testament? It has been said that history can be a great teacher.
Maybe we need to regroup, consider what God may have been trying to ingrain in
us all the way back to Adam and Eve and in every generation thereafter. We may
have a lot of “things” at our disposal now but, are we taking the time daily to
remember and thank the giver? Is God the center of our focus?
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By IETHANY S &

BETHANY 3 ALL AGES.
EVANGELICAL / ALL ARE WELCOME.
LUTHERAN | ‘
CHURCH

g A LEGO® MINISTRY FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

i i BUILDING FAITH. BUILDING FRIENDSHIPS. BUILT ON JESUS. &

OPENING NIGHT!

P8 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
LTI ¢-00 - 9:00 PM

“For no one can lay any foundation
other than the one already laid,
which is Jesus Christ.”

-1 Corinthians 3:11
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15-MINUTE | @ LEGO® 3 FAMILY FUN | PIZZA, SNACKS,
BIBLE LESSON BUILD CHALLENGES ! FOR ALL AGES DRINKS & MORE!
Engaging study that | Creative projects that i Build, laugh, learn, E Plus occasional
brings God's Word connect with ; and grow together! ! Christian movies!
to life! ! Bible stories! !

SUGGESTED DONATION ver 2‘39 m 3/

Helps support the ministry E 9 w W '

and the mission of our church. - cOME BUILD FAITH AND FRIENDSHIPS—/

No one will be turned away. S ONE BRICK AT A TIME!

Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church
336 Franklin Street
West Reading, PA 19611

Youth Ministry Coordinator we're building lives on the =~
484-824-2853 foundation of Jesus Christ. ‘5 /

& Questions? Contact Stacie! ‘ T Building more than LEGO® creations—

HELP US BUILD SOMETHING AMAZING! &

BETHANY’S FAITH BUILDERS
@ LECO DONATION DRIVE!

GENTLY USED LEGO® BRICKS, SETS & ACCESSORIES NEEDED! Bt < vithelp

- us launch Bethany's Faith
‘6" T\ " Builders—a fun, faith-filled
Q’ & P8 LEGO® ministry for families &
: e of all ages!

LEGO® Bricks Baseplates  Minifigures Sets Storage Bins  Accessories
& Pieces (completeor  orDrawers & Specialty (4§
incomplete) Pieces .

EVERY BRICK
CAN MAKE A “For we are God's workmanship,
DIFFERENCE IN created in Christ Jesus to do
SOMEONE'S FAITH good works.” - Ephesians 2:10
JOURNEY! ‘
DONATIONS CAN BE DROPPED OFF AT: . QUESTIONS? CONTACT STACIE! Thank you jo'p
Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church @ Youth Ministry Coordinator helping us build
S Pranidin Stset 484-824-2853 faith, hope & love—
West Reading, PA 19611 one brick at o time!

(See Sunday School Teacher or Church Office)
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CHILDREN & YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP & MINISTRY

CALVARY KIDS:
CHRISTIAN
CONNECTION

FAITH « FRIENDSHIP « FUN

CONTACT: ASHLEY CRABB, DIR. OF CHRISTIAN ED., YOUTH & CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES
ANPLAISANCE@GMAIL.COM | 610-777-8441
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," KIDS & YOUTH GROUP MEETS SUNDAY MORNINGS DOWNSTAIRS AT 9:15
l‘ * Please keep your eyes open for more exciting information *
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: Kids & Youth : : : : Calvary Performing :
1 I 1 1 I Arts Academy Night 1
I Activities, outings,& | |  SundaySchooland | | _ -
I time together. I 1 Nursery every Sunday | | Arts, fun & fellowship for
1 1 1 during Worship, after | 1 children, youthandthe 1
| sSundaytimevaries, |} | theChildren'sMessage! | | whole family. H
\ check weekly updates 7 \ / \ /
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,” SPECIAL FALL/WINTER 2026 ACTIVITIES: \\
{ First Monday: Christian Skate Night @ Skateland ‘:
IGNITE: October 9-11 )

CPAA Christmas Pageant: Decemeber 13" 2026




Growing as Disciples

A New Season of Christian Education Begins!

NURSERY

Birth-Kindergarten: Nursery care
will be available during worship,
creating a welcoming and
engaging space for our youngest
members.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

School-Aged Children: Will head to
Sunday School in the Youth Room
after the Children's Message to

learn, ask questions, and grow in ADULT AM STUDY
faith together.
Sundays 9:15 AM: All are welcome
NEXT GEN and encouraged to attend. If you
High School Juniors & Seniors + are joining the class remotely,
Young Adults through their 20s:

please use the Zoom link.
Join us for Bible study and

connection for one hour following
worship in Ashley’s office







