
 

 

 

The new Church 

Directory will be 

distributed  to 

members during our 

Rally Day Worship 

Service on 

September 6! 

 If you did not sign 

up for a printed 

directory, please 

sign up in the 

Gathering Room.  

There are samples of 

the directory in the 

Gathering Room.      

August Pastoral Letter: Created in Love, Called to Care 
 

Dear Calvary Family, 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  As I complete my first month with you at Calvary United 

Methodist Church, I want to express my heartfelt gratitude for the 
warm welcome and gracious support you have extended to me.  It 
has been a joy to worship with you, begin getting to know you, 
and share in the ministry of Christ together. During these first 

weeks, I have already experienced your kindness, your 
faithfulness, and your love for Christ and for one another.  I am 
deeply thankful for the opportunity to serve alongside you.  Our 
theme for August is “Created in Love, Called to Care.”  Psalm 24 
declares: “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, 
and those who live in it.” (Psalm 24:1)  These words remind us 

that everything belongs to God.  Our lives, our families, our 
abilities, our resources, and our church are all gifts from the Lord.  

We are not owners, but stewards—people entrusted with the 
privilege and responsibility of caring for what God has placed in 
our hands.  Because we have been created in love, we are called 

to care. We are called to care for God’s creation, treating the 
world with gratitude and respect.  We are called to care for one 

another, offering encouragement, compassion, and practical help. 
We are called to care for the ministries of the church by sharing 

our time, talents, and resources.  And we are called to care for our 
neighbors by extending the love of Christ to those around us.  

One of the blessings I have already seen at Calvary is the many 
ways people serve faithfully, often without seeking recognition.  
Some lead in visible ways, while others work quietly behind the 

scenes. Yet every prayer offered, every act of kindness, and every 
gift of service contributes to the ministry of the church and helps 

bear witness to Christ’s love.  As we look ahead to the fall and the 
resumption of many ministries, I encourage each of us to 

prayerfully ask: What has God entrusted to me?  How is God 
calling me to care and to serve?  No gift is too small when placed 
in God’s hands.  I believe God has wonderful things in store for 
the Calvary family.  As we continue to worship, pray, and serve 

together, may we grow as faithful stewards of God’s gifts and as a 
living witness to the love and grace of Jesus Christ.  Thank you 
again for your warm welcome, your encouragement, and your 

faithful ministry.  It is a joy and privilege to serve alongside you in 
Christ’s name. 

In Christ’s love,  Pastor Jong 

  

 

   

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

     

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 
Office Hours- Mon.-Thur. 9-2 

610-777-8441 
Administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net 
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Connect with God.   
Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 

http://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/


 

 

 

CHURCH SERVICES AND HOURS 

1ST SUNDAYS- COMMUNION SUNDAY 

ALL SUNDAYS  10:30 AM - WORSHIP SERVICES 

(September-May) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 AM ALL AGES (September-May) 

SUMMER WORSHIP TIME: 9:30 AM 

(June- 1st Sunday of September) 

3RD SATURDAY, 9-11 AM - MIFFLIN FOOD PANTRY AT ZION 

4TH SATURDAY 5-6:30 PM -DINNER CHURCH AT ZION 

 
Church Office OPEN  

 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

9:00 -2:00 

 

9:30AM ~ SUMMER WORSHIP 
 

August 2  Pastor Jong Kim 

Communion 

 

August 9 Pastor Jong Kim 

 

August 16  Pastor Jong Kim 

 

August 23  Pastor Jong Kim 

Rock Solid Praise Band Service 

 

August 30 Pastor Jong Kim 

 

JULY ATTENDANCE 

includes visitors & streaming 

July 5-87 people 

July 12-72 people 

July 19-74 people 

July 26- 65 people 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Our first choir rehearsal is scheduled for 

Wednesday, September 2 at 7:00 PM, followed by 
Bell Choir rehearsal at 8:00 PM. We are planning to 
sing for Rally Day on September 6 and will reprise 
“This Is a Day for Rising” by Joseph Martin, which is 

especially fitting for the occasion. 
For Bell Choir, our current members include Bob 
Wagner, Jody Wagner, Carol Adams, Jim Adams, 

and Vicki Pezzino. If you or someone you know is 
interested in joining, please let me know. 

 

BLESSED BONDS 
Our next outing 

will be at  

Crave Café in 

Sinking Spring 

Wednesday, 

August 12 at 

11:30AM. 
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Praise Band & Pizza 
August 15 @ 6:00PM 

Please join us on the lawn of CUMC for an evening of 
fellowship, praise and pizza. In the event of rain it will 

be moved inside to the sanctuary. 

 



 

 

 

As we strive to be a welcoming church family, it is important that we are aware of 
persons whose needs are invisible.  We offer gluten-free wafers for communion.  

We have large print hymn books (they are in the back of the church, large print is 
marked on the cover).  But we can do more.  Please be attentive to those who 
are uncomfortable with hugging or even hand-shaking.  They may be immune 

suppressed, a caregiver of one who is immune suppressed, touch-sensitive, reluctant 
or shy.  Welcoming words are always appropriate.  Also, let’s be aware that some 
are sensitive or allergic to perfume and cologne and avoid using scents that others 

can notice.  Are there other ways to improve our welcoming? 
Carol Adams 

Follow Us On FACEBOOK 

 

 

 

There are also opportunities for volunteering at SAFE BERKS.  These include: 

Organizing and restocking outreach supplies.                                                                    
Sorting donations and updating Donation Room Inventory 

Landscaping projects include weeding, mulching, hedge trimming and lawn care. If  
there is enough interest, we could go as a group to tackle one of these projects. I 
would like to schedule a date for some time in August.  Let me know as soon as 

possible through text or phone call to Diane Anderson at 484-269-7599. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

"Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." 

— 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

Beloved, 

As we journey through the summer months, I invite each of us to pause and cultivate a 

heart of gratitude. In the busyness of ministry, family responsibilities, vacations, and 

planning for the seasons ahead, it is easy to focus on what remains unfinished or on the 

challenges before us. Yet Scripture reminds us that gratitude is not determined by our 

circumstances—it is a way of living that recognizes God's abiding presence and 

faithfulness. 

Throughout our region, we have witnessed countless reasons to give thanks. We are 

grateful for pastors who faithfully proclaim the Gospel, often carrying unseen burdens 

with grace and perseverance. We are thankful for lay leaders who generously give their 

time, talents, and resources to strengthen their congregations and serve their communities. 

We are grateful for churches that continue to love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead 

courageously, reflecting the hope of Christ in a world that deeply needs it. 

Gratitude also changes our perspective. It shifts our focus from scarcity to abundance, 

from fear to faith, and from discouragement to hope. A thankful heart enables us to see 

God's blessings even in difficult seasons. It reminds us that every act of kindness, every life 

transformed, every prayer answered, and every opportunity to serve is evidence of God's 

grace at work among us. 

As you enjoy the summer, we encourage you to intentionally practice gratitude. Take time 

to thank God each day. Express appreciation to someone whose ministry has encouraged 

you. Celebrate the victories—large and small—that God is accomplishing in your 

congregation. Encourage one another, remembering that gratitude has the power to renew 

our spirits and strengthen our witness. 

As we prepare for the ministries of the fall, may we do so with hearts full of thanksgiving 

and confidence that the God who has been faithful in the past will continue to guide us into 

the future. 

May God's peace, joy, and abundant blessings be  with you and your loved ones this 

summer.  Rev. Steve Pittman & Rev. Dr. Andreww L Foster, III 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

I’m struggling to come up with words to convey the urgency of our church’s financial 

situation.  There isn’t a way to sugarcoat the dilemma so here goes….we are currently $55,000 

behind our current budget needs.  We usually fall behind a little in summertime, but that amount 

has never been approached before.  Regular Sunday offerings will not close this gap as attendance 

increases in fall and Christmas seasons.  The problem is not because we are spending unwisely, as 

of the end of June we are $2000 under budget as far as expenses are concerned.  The shortfall is in 

our giving.  The decision you make on how to honor God and your membership vows financially 

is an intensely personal one and here are a few ideas that the United Methodist church suggests 

we take advantage of. 

 

Review your investment portfolio if you have one.  Significant gains in stocks or mutual funds 

can trigger large capital gains taxes if you sell.  No tax is generated if you donate a stock or 

mutual fund to Calvary church.  You may use the amount of the gift as a tax deduction if you 

itemize.  The church pays no tax on the sale of the stock and realizes the full benefit amount of the 

sale.  That’s a win, win  situation! 

 

Review your giving on a regular basis and update if necessary.  The weekly or monthly 

contribution amount you decided upon several years ago may be a lesser percentage of your 

income now.  If your income has decreased because of retirement, it may be a greater percentage 

of income.  If that’s the case then the Stewardship, Finance, and Trustee committees thank you for 

your sacrifice! 

 

Consider an additional gift over and above your weekly or monthly amount occasionally.  We 

recently completed a successful and much needed capital campaign.  Some of that money has 

been spent and the rest is earmarked for future projects.   We appreciate those who contributed to 

the campaign over and above their usual tithe. 

 

There’s a story about an elderly woman who donated $2 million to a local college.  When her 

pastor questioned why she chose the college and not the church she replied, “They asked me 

because they had a need, you never asked, I didn’t know you also had a need.” 

 

Calvary UMC has a need, we will always have a need as our congregation changes age wise, 

demographically, and in number of worshippers.  Now you know, now you have been asked, how 

will you respond?  I will be happy to answer questions regarding our church’s situation or making 

a gift of stock or mutual funds. 

 

Bob Werner 

Stewardship and Finance Member 

 
 



 

 

 

Are Candles mentioned in the Bible?   Submitted by Bob Wagner 

The Bible never strictly mentions the use of tallow candles in worship.  But, the use of oil lamps 

and light is deeply rooted in Old Testament.  However the symbolism of light is thoroughly 

biblical. The specific tradition of lighting candles is considered a man-made tradition by some, 

and a meaningful tool for prayer by others. 

 

The Symbolism of Light  

• Jesus as the Light: The Gospel of John refers to Jesus as the "light of the world" 

(John 8:12). Lighting a candle represents Christ’s presence cutting through the darkness 

of a fallen world.  

• Believers as Light: 

 The Bible frequently uses lamps as a metaphor for God's guidance, as seen in Psalm 

119:105 ("Your word is a lamp to my feet").  God commanded Moses to keep a seven-

branched lampstand (the Menorah) burning continuously in the Tabernacle (Exodus 

27:20-21).  

• Catholic, Orthodox, and Anglican: These churches view candles as physical 

representations of prayer. Lighting votive candles before a service or in front of a saint's 

statue serves as a visible extension of a believer's petition, symbolizing that their prayer 

remains in the presence of God even after they leave.  
• Protestant Traditions: Many Protestant and evangelical churches avoid lighting 

candles during worship, favoring a strict focus on the Word of God.  While other, like 
the United Methodist Church believers, find that lighting a candles provides a powerful, 
tactile way to focus their minds and to honor God's presence. 

1. Light of Christ:  as the “light of the world,” symbolizing hope, truth, and guidance 
in spiritual darkness. 

2. Presence of God: candles can symbolize God’s presence with believers during 
prayer and worship, reminding Christians that God is near and active. 

3. Prayer and Devotion: candles can be a sign of prayer—sometimes for a special 
intention, for loved ones, or in remembrance of someone who has died. 

4. Worship and Liturgy: candles are used in many church services to highlight 
sacred moments, such as readings from Scripture, Communion, and festivals like Easter 
and Christmas. 

In short, candles in Christianity symbolize Christ as light, prayer, God’s presence, 
and hope. 



 

 

 

Clean Out. Give Hope. Change a Life.  

Many of us have closets, basements, and garages filled with items we no longer use. 
Those gently used belongings could become a blessing for someone starting over. As 
families arrive at Opportunity House shelters in Berks and Montgomery counties, a 
donated coat, children's clothing, or household item provides more than a necessity - it 
restores dignity, offers hope, and reminds them they are not alone. 

Host a Fill the Truck Event -Hosting a Fill the Truck event at your church is simple: 

• We bring the truck. 
• Your congregation brings gently used clothing, shoes, books, household items, 

and more. 
• Together, we help individuals and families rebuild their lives. 

Other Ways Your Church Can Make a Difference 

• Hear a Story of Hope 
Invite a former Opportunity House client to share how compassion, faith, and 
community helped transform their life. 

• Serve a Meal 
Gather your church family to prepare and serve a meal at our shelter. It's a 
meaningful opportunity to build relationships while showing Christ's love in a 
tangible way. 

• Host a Permanent Donation Bin 
Provide your community with an ongoing way to support families experiencing 
homelessness by placing a donation bin at your church. 

• Visit Opportunity House 
Schedule a tour to see firsthand how lives are being transformed through shelter, 
education, employment support, childcare, and housing services.  

Upcoming Fill the Truck Events 

• Saturday, August 8 | 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
Wyomissing Library 
9 Reading Blvd., Wyomissing, PA 19610 

• Friday, August 28 | 6:00–8:00 p.m. 
Muhlenberg Township Movie Night & Back-to-School Collection 
Jim Dietrich Park 
4899 Stoudts Ferry Bridge Road, Reading, PA 19605 

Please email Cindy Fortunato cfortunato@opphouse.org  or call   

Office: 610-374-4696 ext. 293 

mailto:cfortunato@opphouse.org


 

 

 

 


