
  

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540                        Jan. 22nd – Jan. 28th, 2023 

 

    Sunday, Jan. 22nd, 2023 
 

9:00AM 
Sunday school for all ages 

 

10:30 AM  
In-house Worship 

Lay Worship Leader: Dave Svetz 
 

 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 

 SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 
CLICK HERE 

Connect with God.   
Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 

In the case of inclement weather, please 

tune into Channel 69 News and watch the 

lower scroll, and/or check our website for 

any worship service or meeting 

cancellations/delays. They will be posted 

on the ORANGE banner at the top of the 

home page. 

**The church office will follow the 

Governor Mifflin schedule for delays, 

early dismissals and cancellations.** 

Soft Landing 
Pastor Tamie’s Sermon from 1/15 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 

A soft landing. I am so grateful it turned out that way because 
it could have been quite deadly. At my old house, we lived at 
the top of a mountain. From the main road to the top of our 
driveway - in less than a mile - there was a five-degree drop. 
That’s how steep our driveway was and the road leading up to 
it. When my son, Sam, was five he loved tractors - and hooking 
things up to tractors. He had a John Deere pedal tractor with a 
small wagon that hooked onto its back. Because of our 
driveway, there was really a small circle around which he could 
pedal. One day he invited Juliana to sit in the wagon. At two, 
the wagon was just big enough for her to kneel inside and grip 
the yellow sides. Off Sam went, pedaling in circles and towing 
his sister. He was very good, as any farmer is, at turning  
around to check his load as he turned corners.  
 

And no one can explain why it happened or how  
it happened…as he cut back across the driveway after  
going a little way down the driveway, the wagon let  
loose. Pointed directly downhill, Ana plummeted down  
the driveway - tucked into the wagon, gripping the sides - she 
picked up speed. Not only was she headed for the road - and 
the possibility of a collision with oncoming traffic, any slight turn 
right would direct her down a steeper hill that led to a ravine. It 
happened so quickly - Sam and I could only watch. As she hit 
the bottom of the driveway, there was a little lip that launched 
her into midair. Her body rose slightly out of the wagon, with 
her grip holding her in, as she landed in the middle of the road. 
On all four wheels she glided across the street and landed 
softly in the grassy lawn across the street.  
 

By then I had bolted to her side and picked her up with such a 

mixed sense of horror and gratitude. Holding Ana in my arms, 

I walked up the driveway to Samuel who was terrified. He kept 

saying, “I didn’t mean to. I didn’t mean to.” His body trembled 

with fear; he felt responsible. I knelt and held him - assured him 

that it was just an accident. He needed to know that he was 

safe too, that he was loved, even when things went wrong. 

Thank God today we can tell the story and laugh about Ana’s 

skill to fly and land a wagon.        ~cont’d on pg. 2 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon cont’d from pg. 1 

Even more so, thank God for the gift of grace and love. Love saved them both. In this moment, both Ana and Sam needed a 

soft landing. We all need a soft landing. 

I want to teach you two new words. I spent three years and a lot of money to get through seminary, to acquire the title 

Reverend before my name. I didn’t learn either one of these words in seminary. Yet, they have been the most profound 

influence in the way that I grow in Christ. I learned them from my spiritual director, and they inform both my spiritual journey 

and how I love and care for others. The words are consolation and desolation. They’re really fancy words that together 

encapsulate the breadth of our experience of God.  

Spiritual consolation, according to St. Ignatius of Loyola, is a palpable experience of God’s abundant love - the very love that 

created us, and the love that can neither be earned or lost. And I don’t mean the “idea” that God is love or that God loves all 

the little children that we sing and recite. Consolation is the experience of God’s deepest love even when we’re at our worst, 

ugliest self; it’s when our heart stirs and trembles and remembers and rejoices that God knows us by name; God finds us 

lovable and capable, enough just as we are. When we experience God’s love like this, we are in a place of spiritual consolation. 

The formation and sustenance of consolation is a foundational truth that we must learn and relearn and return to and grow 

like a spiraling staircase. It’s at the very heart of our relationship with God.  

~Sermon cont’d on pg. 3 

 

22 –  Jean Glass 
 118 S. Cacoosing Dr. 
 Sinking Spring, PA  19608 
 

22 -  Jenna Smith 
 3511 Regency Drive 
 Sinking Spring, PA  19608 
 

23 - Ray Dautrich 
401 W. Summit St. 
Mohnton, PA  19540 

 

23 –  Courtney Fichthorn 
 4500 Wilcox Avenue 
 Reading, PA  19605 
 

24 -  Sean Steffey 
 4851 Perkiomen Ave., Lot 71 
 Reading, PA  19606 
 

25 –  John Kline 
  755 Fairmont Ave. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

26 –  Anthony Maniaci 
  9 Bancroft Terrace 

Shillington, PA 19607  
 

28 –  Tegan Rhode 
  133 Schearers Rd. 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 
 

28 -  Maya Davis 
 337 Pamela Lane 
 Lebanon, PA  17042 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feb. 3rd through Feb. 65h there’s an overnight 

weekend Youth Retreat coming up soon at Gretna 

Glen for students 6th-12th grade.  Scholarship 

monies are available to help with the cost. Please 

contact Matthew Davis on or before Friday, 

January 27th if you’re interested in attending. 

 

Event Description: The Annual Youth Winter Blast Overnight is an 

awesome way to get away from the busyness of everyday life and just be 

at camp with friends, old and new. Throughout the event there will be 

awesome group games, have renewing worship experiences, and re-

connect with nature. There’s something for everyone, and a great chance 

to see camp in the crisp winter air, with the wood stove cranking out the 

heat. 

2023 Theme: “Be Here Now”    
It gets harder and harder to be truly present in our world today. We're 
going to dive into what it means to be present with God, be present 
within our relationships with others, and be present in our 
communities. Come join us and learn what it means to “Be Here Now”. 
 
Event cost: $120 per person (Scholarship funds are available. Please call 
Pastor Matthew at 717 517 5342.) 
 
Event rain plan: rain or shine  
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This is the same spirit in which Paul writes to the church in 

Corinth, beginning with this beautiful expression of God’s 

grace as a gift. The letter addresses all saints - not just in 

Corinth - but everyone called to be saints - and all those 

who in every place (and I assume across all time) claim 

Christ as Lord and Savior. ~cont’d on pg. 3 

He says, “I give thanks to my God always for you (and 

that’s a plural you, a collective of the faith community) 

because of the grace of God (that abundant love - that 

experience of consolation) that has been given you in 

Christ Jesus” (1 Corinthians 1:4). We cannot casually 

bypass this message, like my daughter who would dismiss 

a positive affirmation by saying, “You’re my mom; you have 

to say that.” God’s unconditional grace is the deep truth 

that is at the very heart of Paul’s message. This is the very 

essence of our common humanity, sharing equally in 

God’s grace. It’s the most important truth from which 

everyone should live - with every breath, there is 

reassurance that God loves us. 

Paul’s emphasis on God’s grace - that all saints 

everywhere are rich because of God’s grace alone - 

becomes critical as he is speaking into a tense situation 

where there are factions and competition and insistence 

on individual freedom within the church. There are multiple 

home churches in Corinth who are arguing. People are 

ranking gifts, asserting some are more powerful and 

valuable within the church than others. Not only does Paul 

need to correct harmful behavior within this community, but 

the core problem is the division and arguing over who is 

“right” and who is “better” and who is “more important and 

valuable”. They need a reminder, as we all do sometimes, 

that God’s grace is a gift. Even though the church is 

behaving in harmful ways, Paul reminds them that they are 

loved - just as they are, growing in knowledge and 

understanding of Christ’s way of mercy, justice, and peace. 

This is a community experiencing spiritual desolation, in 

conflict and doing harm to one another. 

The second word to know is desolation. Desolation is the 

opposite of consolation. Spiritual desolation is the 

experience of being alone, of an absence of God’s grace 

and is essentially a condition of affective heaviness that 

instills sadness or despair and depletes energy for living. 

It’s the evil, divisive, shaming, blaming, competitive way of 

the world that destroys the true and beautiful us God made 

us to be. For whatever reason - because this evil seems 

more present than the God that dwells within us and 

everywhere - because it takes on the face of our family, 

friends, teachers, employers, social media, news, and 

church - we believe it. We embody the messages… 

We’re bad people…Worthless…Weak…Stupid 

A failure or disappointment…Defined by our 

mistakes and faults…Different 

Outcast - the black sheep… We’re not lovable 

We’ll never be anything - our lives don’t matter 

We live in fear of failure, of looking worthless or stupid or 

hide the secrets of our addictions, mental illnesses, 

weaknesses, and even our true selves & identities. As a 

result, we acquire a lack of confidence and heightened 

anxiety, sink into despair without hope or love, and find 

oneself worthless or incapable. Desolation is equally a part 

of our spiritual journey as consolation. It’s not a matter of if 

we will experience desolation; it’s a matter of when. 

I want to emphasize this. We should always begin and end 

with consolation. We must, because otherwise the middle 

crushes us. Let’s face it. Life feels a lot more like the desert 

- the wilderness and desolation - than like the land of milk 

and honey. While God’s grace is ever-present and 

abundant, our experience of it is like a small gate, the tiny 

hole of a needle. As a result, our work is to foremost 

strengthen a deep appreciation for the truth of God’s 

goodness and love as we experience them during times of 

consolation. Imagine that we are creating a kind of spiritual 

reservoir to draw on when we experience dryness and 

spiritual desolation. Desolation will come. Our greatest 

work is to cultivate God’s grace within us and among us 

and share it, so that when desolation arrives, we know how 

to return to God’s grace. 

At one point I facilitated a weekly prayer group. As I 

entered a new season of our prayer time, I began by 

nurturing consolation. We had spent several weeks 

nurturing our experience of God’s love. I felt like the next 

step was to delve into our experience of desolation. As I 

began preparations for this shift, I was nudged repeatedly 

to remain with consolation. I really wanted to resist, but the 

small voice in me was insistent that I continue with God’s 

love. When it came time for our prayer group, a new person 

arrived.  

~Sermon con’t d on pg. 4 
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~Sermon cont’d from pg. 3 

She had been taught that God did not love her for who she was. She was scorned from the church, denied access to God’s 

greatest gift of love. It was a lifetime of pain. I was so grateful that our time of prayer was focused on God’s love, that I hadn’t 

pushed in my own direction. As we moved through the prayer time, we spent time in silent prayer, reflection, and expression. 

When it came time to share, my friend shared about her experience. She compared her prayer experience to that of a roller 

coaster - in and out of painful experiences. And I asked her, “How did you finish?” Her response was powerful. She said, “I 

had a soft landing.” She landed on God’s love. Our prayer group continued to focus on God’s grace, nurturing and growing 

that which had been denied for so long. 

This is the landing God wants for all of us - a soft landing. The promise of abundant love - and the mercy and forgiveness 

when we get it wrong - and the grace that restores and heals us. It is a roller coaster - of consolation and desolation. Our 

beginning and our ending must always be of consolation, of God’s love that is simply a 

gift. In this same way of guiding the church in Corinth, Paul begins with spiritual 

consolation, by cultivating the most essential truth that Jesus teaches. God is love. God’s 

grace is always with us. Even our apostles, Peter and Paul, learned about love and grew 

in their understanding of Christ’s good news. It’s from this place of his own learning that 

Paul comes with so much grace. Paul emphasizes that the church of Corinth “lacks 

nothing”. Everything you need - individually and collectively - is provided by God’s grace. 

When we see anyone as less than, then we fail to see the potential that is fully available by God’s grace. When we deem one 

person more valuable, more gifted, more important than another, then we fail to see the fullness of God’s abundance. This is 

stewardship, a vision of abundance. It’s wrapped in diversity - recognizing and accepting everyone, just as they are, in the 

fullness of who God made them to be. Then we become the fullness of who God made us to be. 

We emerge, my friends, from the waters of remembering our baptism last week. These are the words Jesus hears as he 

bursts out of the waters - “You are my beloved, in whom I am well pleased.” Oh, that we could bathe ourselves every day in 

those words, in every circumstance and struggle, in celebration of who God made us to be! Like Paul, I give thanks for 

everyone here. I celebrate the beauty of each of you and encourage you to simply accept God’s love and to share it with 

others. You are God’s beloved, in whom God is well pleased. 

Here is the greatest gift - God’s grace - that we can offer ourselves and others. Our most valuable act of stewardship is the 

cultivation and growth of God’s grace with each other and our community. It’s what allows us to ride the roller coaster of life 

and land softly. 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

A Community Ash Wednesday service with 
Calvary UM, Zion EC & St. John Lutheran will 
be held on February 22nd at 7PM at Calvary 

UM Church. 
Preacher: Rev. Wayne Heintzelman,  

Transitional pastor of St. John Lutheran 
Mark your calendar now! 

(Receiving the imposition of ashes is optional.) 

 

Liz Matz wished to 
thank the congregation 

for their beautiful 
singing of “Happy 
Birthday” to her on 

Sunday, Jan. 8th. 
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February 12th is a BIG day for many sports lovers; it’s 

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY. However, it’s also a very BIG 

day for everyone to team up together and participate in the 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING!  What a great opportunity to 

be part of a nationwide effort to collect much needed food to 

help those less fortunate. 

Our local food bank, the Mifflin Community Food Ministry 

(MCFM), is asking all Mohnton congregations to participate 

in the Souper Bowl of Caring by donating canned food 

items with a $1 bill rubber-banded around them.  The 

money will be used to purchase additional food items that are in 

short supply when the ministry leaders/volunteers prepare for the monthly food distribution day (3rd Saturday of 

each month).  

If you’ve never heard of the Souper Bowl of Caring, here’s a little history. 

A simple prayer: “Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those who are 

without a bowl of soup to eat” inspired a youth-led movement to help hungry and hurting people around the 

world. 

The prayer, delivered be Brad Smith, then a seminary intern serving at Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in 

Columbia, SC, gave birth to an idea.  Why not use Super Bowl weekend, a time when people come together for 

football and fun, to also unify the nation for a higher good: collecting dollars and canned food for the needy?  

Youth could collect donations at their schools and churches in soup pots, and then send every dollar directly to 

a local charity of their choice. 

That was 1990.  Since then, ordinary young people have generated an extraordinary $175 million for soup 

kitchens, food banks, and other charities in communities across the country.  In addition, hundreds of thousands 

of youth have experienced for themselves the joy and satisfaction of giving and serving, inspiring people of all 

ages to follow their generous example.   

 

From now through Sunday, February 12th, a collection point for canned goods will be available in the Gathering 

Area, as you enter the side glass doors off the parking lot.  Large soup pots will be the receiving containers for 

your donations. Each Sunday, from now to the Super Bowl, let’s do our very best to FILL those soup pots to 

OVERFLOWING!  The needs are great, so the donations should be extravagant!  Above and beyond!   

We want Calvary’s collection of food to match the generous hearts of our church family (& friends).  Please 

prayerfully consider bringing a canned food item (w/ a $1 bill rubber banded around it) EACH SUNDAY.   

 

 

 

TACKLE HUNGER  
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