
  

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540                        Dec. 25th – Dec. 31st, 2022 

 

Christmas Eve 
3:00PM – Interactive, 

intergenerational, & family-friendly 
candlelight service 

 

7:00PM – Traditional Candlelight 
Communion Service 

(BOTH services livestreamed) 
 

Lay Worship Leader – Kay Wadsworth 
 

Sunday, Dec. 25th, 2022 
 

No Sunday school 
 

10:30 AM  
In-house Worship; No Livestream 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Carol Adams 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 

Sunday, Jan. 1st, 2023 
 

9:00AM – Brief worship in the 
sanctuary (no livestream), followed by 
cooking/prepping the brunch for Safe 

Berks in the Social Hall kitchen 
10:30AM – Deliver food to Safe Berks 

 
SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 

CLICK HERE 

Connect with God.   
Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 

The Star 
12/18/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Spoiler Alert! On this fourth Sunday of Advent, in what appears to be a 

typical Matthew style, Matthew steals the show from Luke. We reach the 

pinnacle moment! Mary gives birth to her baby, a son, whom Joseph 

names Jesus! There is still a week until Christmas. In my mind, it’s not 

Christmas till you hear Luke’s Christmas story. There are no innkeepers, 

donkeys & animals, mangers, or shepherds. In fact, Mary, mother of Jesus, 

barely plays a role in this account; she is portrayed passively, without 

agency in regard to the engagement, pregnancy, and birth. And the birth 

of Jesus is written, not as a proclamation or with any glam, but as a 

statement. He is born and named Jesus. 

What we discover in Matthew is the “genesis” - the “in the beginning” - birth 

story of Jesus. If you take a small step back in the gospel, you discover a 

very long lineage that emphasizes Jesus’ Hebrew identity, as son of 

Abraham, and royal roots, as son of David. All this genealogy has a not-

so-small problem. This is the genealogy for a child of Joseph. And Jesus 

is not Joseph’s biological child. Furthermore, a mother and a child without 

an earthly father have no hope of surviving, let alone thriving, in the 

Hebrew culture of Jesus’ birth. God chooses to reveal God’s most 

abundant love in just such a child. The miracle of Christmas begins here. 

Jesus’ birth is a scandalous fiasco of an ordinary engaged couple. Joseph 

and Mary are faced with a situation that endangers all three of their lives. 

In their culture, Joseph gets to decide for all three of them. The law says 

Joseph should publicly denounce Mary with disgrace, disclaim any 

responsibility for the baby, and divorce her. In doing so, Mary is at risk for 

punishment, which, at its worst could include death by stoning, and at the 

very least, a life of shame and poverty for herself and the child, as she has 

no male to provide for her or the child. By law, the situation is cut and dry 

- black and white. It’s evident from the text that Joseph is grappling with 

what to do. It says that he is “unwilling to expose her to public disgrace” 

and “planned to dismiss her quietly” (Matthew 1:19). Joseph doesn’t know 

how to maintain the integrity of his faith and the laws of his people while 

also being compassionate, kind, and loving to Mary. The faithful thing to 

do and the faithful way to be do not always align with social convention. 

This is the kind of dilemma that has no “good” answer, an answer without 

some kind of negative consequences, and it makes you sick to your 

stomach and most certainly keeps you awake at night.   ~ cont’d on pg. 3 

 

See page 3 for access to an online 
“fireside sermon message from 

Bishop Schol. 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/
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25 –  Mike Wahl, Jr. 
 1050 Palisades Dr. 

Leeport, PA 19533 
 

26 –  Paige DeLoretta 
 453 Kenny Dr. 

Sinking Spg, PA 19608 
 
27 -  Marilyn Williams 
  21 Overlook Rd. 

Morgantown, PA  19543 
 
27 –  Bonnie Schiavoni 
  1115 Lake View Drive 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 
29 –  Hannah Wagner 
 535 Chestnut St. 

W. Reading, PA 19611 
 
30 –  Jennifer Brumbach 
 209 N. Brobst St. 

Shillington, PA 19607 
 
31 –  Marianna Wolfe 
 9 Reading Dr., Apt. 115 

Wernersville, PA  19565 
 
31 –  Carol Spangler 
 644 Highlands Hammock Dr. 

Poinciana, FL 34759 
 

In the case of inclement 

weather, please tune into 

Channel 69 News and watch 

the lower scroll, and/or 

check our website for any 

worship service or meeting 

cancellations/delays. They 

will be posted on the 

ORANGE banner at the top 

of the home page. 

**The church office will follow 

the Governor Mifflin schedule 

for delays, early dismissals, 

and cancellations. ** 
 

 

 

Remember to stop 
by the church 

narthex to check for 
any Christmas 
cards that may 

have been dropped 
off for you/your 
family!  And feel 

free to deliver any 
to members who 

are unable to come 
to church. 

The church office will be 
closed the week after 

Christmas, Dec. 26 – Jan. 2, 
2023.  If you have a pastoral 

emergency, please call Pastor 
Tamie at 610-780-1486 or 

Pastor Matthew at 717-917-
5342. 

Bishop John Schol shares his own 
joyful, childhood memories of 

Christmas wonder in a 20-minute, 
fireside sermon that reflects on 

God’s gift of Jesus Christ to bring 
healing and wholeness into a 

beleaguered and broken world. He 
cites two meanings of wonder: a 

mysterious event or miraculous act 
of God, and an expression of great 

curiosity. 
 

The sweater-clad bishop preaches 
about the importance of having 

“kindness, curiosity, and mystery” in 
our encounters with others and in life 

experiences where God may be 
sharing good news with us—

perhaps through unrecognized 
angels. 

 

Finally, Bishop Schol, whose sermon 
is subtitled in the Spanish and 

Korean versions, offers a 
benediction that charges each of us 
to “continue to live the birth of Christ 

into the world.” 
The new video can be viewed on 
Vimeo, accessible the Eastern PA 

Conference website at Wonder 
Sermon by Bishop Schol 

(Press Ctrl + Click to open) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to watch the entire 
“Wonder” themed service created in 
a joint effort by the Eastern PA and 

Greater NJ Conferences, go to: 
Wonder Service  

(Press Ctrl + Click to open) 
 

TWO MINUTES MORE… 
  

Tune in to a weekly word of 
challenge and encouragement as 

Christ Servant Minister, Craig 
Caltagirone, offers sound and 

inspiring spiritual reflections on 
contemporary matters. 

 

Consider using these solid two minutes 
for your own personal reflections or 
small group discussions.  Either way, 

you'll be surprised at just how 
meaningful 2 minutes of your day will 
be if you sign up for these weekly audio 

devotionals. 
 

Contact Craig 
at ccgirone@comcast.net to get on the 

mailing list today!" 
 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/778190828/c911993827
https://vimeo.com/778190828/c911993827
https://vimeo.com/777154997/8aeb86b7e0
mailto:ccgirone@comcast.net


 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARTNERING WITH SAFE BERKS ~ A CALVARY OUTREACH INITIATIVE 

Formerly Berks Women in Crisis, Safe Berks provides a safe haven and support for victims of domestic violence and 
sexual assault through education, advocacy and a relentless commitment to prevent abuse. We are dedicated to 
fostering an inclusive environment where individuals can be their true selves and feel empowered to stand up to all forms 
of oppression.   

Safe Berks serves a community of clients who are truly in need of feeling God’s loving touch – a 

touch we can help to provide.  Here are three opportunities to jump in and serve:  

“And to All a Good Night” ~ Help provide a cozy & comfortable night’s rest by 

donating:  size 5 & 6 diapers ~ new twin bedsheet sets & pillows ~ new bath towels & wash cloths.  

A collection bin will be available at the church until Dec. 24th.    

Sign Up to Wrap Gifts ~ Safe Berks mans a gift-wrapping table at the Berkshire Mall as a fundraiser for 

their organization.  A sign-up sheet will be available in the Gathering Area if your like to volunteer your time.  You can 

be a gift wrapper…or bring your personal store-bought Christmas gifts, have them wrapped, and make a donation. 

Provide a Meal ~ New Year’s Day, 9AM Worship only, then help ring in the New Year at Safe Berks by 

participating in making a brunch in Calvary’s social hall kitchen and delivering it to Safe Berks by 11AM.  Watch for 

more information about this soon.   

 

~Sermon from pg. 1 
 
We’ve all spent such sleepless nights. Just as Joseph thinks he has it all figured out - maybe even as his resolution allows 

him to finally drift into a deep sleep - he has a dream. An angel of the Lord appears to Joseph and offers him resolutions to 

this terrible, horrible, no good, very bad situation: 

1. First, Joseph is not to be afraid! An angel of the Lord affirms Joseph’s compassionate, loving-kindness way that he 
wants to demonstrate to Mary. And the angel affirms that, in doing so, he also remains a righteous man. He is acting 
in accordance with God’s ways, even if they do not align with the laws of his people. There is nothing to fear. 

2. Secondly, the angel assures Joseph that Mary has not been disloyal to him. In fact, this child is a gift, a baby 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. This story does not speak of God as Father but as Spirit. This is the same Spirit hovering 
over the waters at creation; the same Spirit that drives Jesus into the wilderness; and the same Spirit that comes as 
wind and flames at Pentecost. This Spirit is the Lord, the giver of life. In this creation story, the baby is a boy who 
will save people from their sins. He is a Messiah, anointed by God to show people a new way to be. God is doing a 
new thing. 

3. Finally, Joseph is to name him Jesus. The name is significant; Jesus literally means “Savior.” Joseph’s act of naming 
Jesus is also significant for the whole family. When Joseph names Jesus, he is officially adopting Jesus as his son. 
Through this adoption, Jesus is legally incorporated into David’s genealogy. It’s only through adoption that Jesus 
fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah. And through adoption, Joseph can care for both Mary and Jesus. 

That’s an intense dream. It’s full of mystery. Many of us would have probably awakened and announced that we had a really 

strange dream and moved on. The angel offers Joseph an answer to his family’s grave situation. When Joseph awakens, he 

chooses to trust all that the angel has said: he trusts that all will be well even if he defies the Jewish Law; he trusts that 

whatever God’s plans are they are life-giving. Joseph embodies a radical, courageous trust.  

~Sermon cont’d on pg. 4 
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Three Kings Celebration 
Saturday, Jan.7th, 2023 

1 – 4 PM 
 

And the holiday season celebration continues into the 

New Year with our Latino Ministry, 4th Generation 

New Hope, hosting an amazing time of fellowship, 

activities, food, music, gifts, and a very special 

“Three Kings” skit.  

This is an afternoon for everyone! 

If you are bringing a child(ren), please RSVP (text or 

call) Pastor Mady to let her know the children’s 

names & ages so that they may receive  

an age-appropriate gift. 

~Sermon cont’d from pg. 3 

In this week’s daily meditation from the Center for Action 

and Contemplation, Father Richard speaks to the core 

nature of all humanity. As children of God, faith, hope, and 

love are planted deep within our nature. Though it already 

exists, we are invited to awaken, allow, and advance this 

core identity by saying “yes” to it and trusting in it. According 

to Father Richard, the soul’s foundation begins with trust at 

three levels: 

• Trust in inner coherence itself. “It all means something!” 
- the source of faith 

• Trust that this coherence is positive and going 
somewhere good. - the source of hope 

• Trust that this coherence includes me and even defines 
me. - the source of love 

In a world inundated with hate and violence, greed and 

maliciousness, sickness and death, surrendering with this 

kind of trust is extraordinary. It really is a choice we must 

make day-by-day. It’s just that, a choice, a surrendering. We 

do so because such trust is the basis for human goodness 

and holiness (Rohr, Richard, “Foundational Trust,” Richard 

Rohr’s Daily Meditation, December 12, 2022). 

When we trust in this source of Goodness and Love, then two things happen: first, we are open to receive it when it comes; 

and secondly, we have the freedom to respond to it. As Father Richard explains, “The world is how you see it and what you 

make of it… Trust begets trust and fear begets fear.” The birth story of Jesus begins with a selfless act of surrendering and 

trusting in God. Joseph says “yes” to the Spirit! Joseph chooses to trust the way of God that is compassion and lovingkindness 

over shame and divorce. Joseph chooses to adopt Jesus and trust God’s plan to save people from sin. Faithfully, Joseph 

trusts in the Spirit working toward the good of all. This is the faith, hope, and love of the Advent season…the expectation of 

God’s everlasting creation and life. 

As many of you know, our beloved Chaplain Rev. Ken Dearstyne, Sr. passed away. In preparing for his celebration of life 

service yesterday, I discovered one of his many chaplain stories titled “Love Birds” (91-3). The Spirit is doing a new thing. A 

young Airman, Dick, wanted to marry his high school sweetheart. He was stationed at the Air Force base in the state of 

Washington, so he purchased a small, used trailer across from Chaplain Ken’s trailer and prepared the home for his new bride. 

Chaplain Ken explains, “Since early spring, he had been planting flowers and building a picket fence around the small lot. He 

had hung curtains, stocked the kitchen, and painted the fence. Neighbors were impressed!” It seems he had one small problem. 

She was arriving on a Saturday when the County Clerk’s office was closed for the weekend. According to Chaplain Ken, “To 

these two youngsters, far from home, this constituted an emergency. They would not stay together in the carefully prepared 

home until after the marriage.” So, Chaplain Ken said “yes” and set off in a frantic search for the County Clerk. 

It seems the clerk was “out fishing,” but his wife welcomed Chaplain Ken, Dick, and Sandy and allowed them to wait with 

coffee. Unfortunately, the clerk returned without fish and grumbled about why these kids couldn’t wait and complained about 

the trouble it would be to open the office on the weekend. He was even more exasperated to discover that they also required 

a waiver for the required waiting period. The situation looked grim. 

Chaplain Ken writes, “Just when I thought that all was lost, the wife came to the rescue.  ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 5 

 
~4~ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~Sermon cont’d from pg. 4 

Taking her husband by the arm, she led him 

to the kitchen…The wife did most of the 

talking, pointedly reminding her husband of 

their own marriage years before and the 

people who had helped them arrange a 

wedding during a three day leave before he 

left for overseas in World War II. In no 

uncertain terms, she told her husband to take 

these kids down to the office and do whatever 

was necessary so that they could be married.” 

In other words, he was to say “yes.” So it was 

that Dick and Sandy were quietly married that 

Saturday before returning to their trailer. Over 

fifty years later, Chaplain Ken received the 

annual Christmas letter from Dick and Sandy, 

and writes in reflection, “And, in my memory 

bank, I see two courageous teenagers far 

from home and family, determined to marry 

and begin a life together. The simple 

ceremony had none of the extravagances and 

formalities…but these two youngsters took 

the marriage vows as sacred promises and 

now, fifty years later and at age seventy, the 

vows still bind the two as one and form the 

foundation of a large and loving family.” It’s 

another creation story, and the Holy Spirit is in 

the midst of it! 

Many people find it challenging to talk about 

the role of the Holy Spirit in their lives, and yet, 

the Spirit is the star in this Christmas story. It’s 

the star in our everyday lives, as well. This 

week I was out on an unscheduled visitation. 

As I entered the house, I overheard a 

conversation with a doctor and a need for 

medical care. When she saw me, she gasped. 

“God sent you!” I answered, “Yes, God did.” 

And six hours later…all was well. We are 

invited to trust in the work of the Spirit, ebbing 

with goodness and life. We have a choice to 

trust in its relational, connecting force - faith, 

to trust that it is working towards wholeness 

and harmony - hope, and to trust that we are 

a part of it - loved and loving. Awaken to the 

Spirit and prepare your heart to respond with 

a resounding yes! 

A poinsettia to adorn the altar was sponsored by 
 

The Fierce women’s group in honor of Sara Erb and in  
appreciation for her selfless leadership.  Thank you, Sara,  
for sharing God’s love so freely through your time,  
witness, incredible prayers, support, and humor! 

 

A gift was given for GSM for the Christmas Celebration by 
 
Bob & Joann Werner ~ “Happy Birthday, Jesus!” 
The Tomczak family in loving memory of Rev. Bill Garrett and  
 Edward & Eleanor Tomczak 
Jim & Helen Hartman 
Marianna Wolfe 
Bill and Lisa Ruth in honor of Calvary UMC 
Joan Fisher in loving memory of Craig Wes Fisher, Wes & Jane 
 Fisher, and Roy & Berry Hoffert 
Lyle & Cheryl Neal in loving memory of their parents:  

Raymond & Gloria Renninger and Frank & Irmgard Neal. 
The Fierce women’s group in honor of Sara Erb and in  

appreciation for her selfless leadership.  Thank you, Sara,  
for sharing God’s love so freely through your time,  
witness, incredible prayers, support, and humor! 

Ollie Baker & the Maniaci family in loving memory of Barbara 
 Baker and Lee & Donna Maniaci 
 

A gift was given in support of Safe Berks by 
 
Bill and Lisa Ruth in honor of Calvary UMC 
Liz Matz in loving memory of Collier Pearson 
Joan Fisher in loving memory of Craig Wes Fisher, Wes & Jane 
 Fisher, and Roy & Berry Hoffert 
Lyle & Cheryl Neal in loving memory of their parents:  

Raymond & Gloria Renninger and Frank & Irmgard Neal 
The Fierce women’s group in honor of Sara Erb and in  

appreciation for her selfless leadership.  Thank you, Sara,  
for sharing God’s love so freely through your time,  
witness, incredible prayers, support, and humor! 

Ollie Baker & the Maniaci family in loving memory of Barbara 
 Baker and Lee & Donna Maniaci 
 

A gift was given to the pastor’s contingency fund by 
 
Marianna Wolfe 
Bill and Lisa Ruth in honor of Calvary UMC. 
Joan Fisher in loving memory of Craig Wes Fisher, Wes & Jane 
 Fisher, and Roy & Berry Hoffert 
Lyle & Cheryl Neal in loving memory of their parents:  

Raymond & Gloria Renninger and Frank & Irmgard Neal 
The Fierce women’s group in honor of Sara Erb and in  

appreciation for her selfless leadership.  Thank you, Sara,  
for sharing God’s love so freely through your time,  
witness, incredible prayers, support, and humor! 

Ollie Baker & the Maniaci family in loving memory of Barbara 
 Baker and Lee & Donna Maniaci 
 
 

Thank you to all those 
who shared so 
generously to help bring 
the joy of Christmas to 
others.  Your gifts make 
a difference. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and where I am, my servant also will be.  

My Father will honor the one who serves me. ~John 12:26 
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~cont’d from pg. 5 
 

Thank you to all those  
who shared so  
generously to help bring 
the joy of Christmas to 
others.  Your gifts make  
a difference. 
 

A poinsettia to adorn the altar was sponsored by 
 
Kelly & Joyce Baumgartle in loving memory of their fathers 

 
A gift was given to the pastor’s contingency fund by 
 
Ron & Diane Anderson in loving memory of Shea Anderson 
Kelly & Joyce Baumgartle in loving memory of their fathers 
Danny & Gloria Hutzell in honor of their grandchildren:  

Paige & Lillyanne DeLoretta and Zayn el Samahy 

 

A gift was given in support of Safe Berks by 
 
Ron & Diane Anderson in loving memory of Debbie Fernsler 
Danny & Gloria Hutzell in honor of their grandchildren:  

Paige & Lillyanne DeLoretta and Zayn el Samahy 

 

A gift was given for GSM for the Christmas Celebration by 
 
Ron & Diane Anderson in loving memory of Betty Rider and in  

honor of Lawrence Rider for teaching me the true  
meaning of Christmas 

Danny & Gloria Hutzell in honor of their grandchildren:  

Paige & Lillyanne DeLoretta and Zayn el Samahy 

 

A gift was given to the Mifflin Community Food Ministry by 
 
Marianna Wolfe 

 

A heartfelt thank you to 
members and friends of our 
Calvary family for your love, 
support, prayers, hugs, and 
words of comfort during Dad’s 
last week with us & his 
passing into God’s eternal 
Kingdom. 
 
~Ken & Janet Dearstyne 

Pursue Jesus — and your passions 

 

If you struggle with making and keeping resolutions, you’re not alone. It can be discouraging to 

focus on what you’re doing “wrong” and all the difficult changes in store. Yet January offers great 

opportunities to listen to God’s direction. After all, Jesus came to give us abundant life and wants 

us to pursue him. 

As you review the previous year, ask: What brought me joy? How did I grow? How did I help 

others? What did I do that no one else could have done? Whether your list includes spending 

time outside, mentoring or coaching young people or making crafts to give away or sell, continue 

doing what brings you joy. God gives us each unique gifts and circumstances, so live passionately 

for Jesus this year! 

—Janna Firestone 

 


