
  

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540                        Dec. 18th – Dec. 24th, 2022 

 

Dec. 18th, 2022 
 

9:00AM 
Sunday school for all ages 

 

10:30 AM  
In-house & Livestream Worship 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Deb Bierly 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 

SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 
CLICK HERE 

Connect with God.   
Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 

Do You See What God Sees? 
Isaiah 11:1-10; 12/04 Sermon by Pastor Tamie 

 

The other day I read a disheartening news article about Haiti. As you 

know, Haitians are a people very dear to my heart. It’s a love God 

planted in my heart many years ago. For the last three years, I have 

watched the plight of an already impoverished country just get worse. I 

didn’t really think it was possible. Now, in the last six months, increased 

gas prices combined with gang wars have shifted the country into an 

even more dire situation. The country is essentially in a lockdown, with 

gas being controlled by one gang. Inflation rates are upwards of 30%. 

Schools are closed and people cannot work. Cholera is rapidly 

spreading throughout the country. Haitians are living in terror of deadly 

violence and starvation. My friend, Dieuny, has an infant daughter of 

about six weeks. Yaya, who is a member of Calvary, announced that his 

partner, Fedeline, is pregnant. What is the future of their children, of all 

Haiti’s children? My once joyous, faithful friends now speak of being 

hopeless. It’s truly heartbreaking. I know I don’t understand this level of 

hopelessness. I do understand that there are people, not just in Haiti, 

but around the world, including in our community, who do know 

hopelessness.  

In this Advent season, God invites all of us around the world to see what 

God sees and understand God’s vision of peace on earth. The prophet 

Isaiah shares this radical hope. The work of a prophet is to share God’s 

truth. It’s a job every prophet I know tries to avoid. The prophet Isaiah 

argues that he has unclean lips and lives among a people of unclean 

lips (6:5). Kind of like my parent’s threat to wash my mouth out with soap, 

God sends a seraph with a hot coal to burn Isaiah’s lips and make him 

holy. It’s important for us to hear the conversation between God and 

Isaiah that follows (6:8-10, The Voice): 

Then I heard the Lord’s voice. 

Eternal One: Whom shall I send? Who will go for Us? 
Isaiah: Here I am! Send me. 
Eternal One: Go to this people and say, 

“Keep listening, but do not comprehend; 
Keep looking, but do not understand.” 
Make their hearts hard, their ears deaf, and their eyes blind. 
Otherwise, they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 
Understand with their hearts, and then turn and be healed. 

The prophet Isaiah is warned at the onset of his calling that everyone 

will reject his message. God sends Isaiah to his people with a message 

they will hear but they won’t understand!         ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 3 

Blue Christmas 
Service 

Saturday, Dec. 
Calvary invites you to a special 

holiday service designed for those 
for whom the holidays might be 

difficult. If you have undergone a 
difficult loss, transition, or life 

change, we invite you to a special 
time of music and worship. 

 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/


 

3:00PM – Interactive, 

intergenerational, & family-

friendly candlelight service. 
 

7:00PM – Traditional 

Candlelight Communion 

Service 
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14 – Lesley Hartman 
375 Oregon Road 
Mohnton, PA   19540 

 
15 –  Bryan Wagner 
 70 Carriage Cir. 

Oley, PA 19547 
 
15 –  Lillian Burkhard 
 218 E Wyomissing Ave 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 
16 –  Ollie Baker 

2900 State Hill Rd.  
Unit I-5 
Wyomissing, PA  19610 
 

18 -  Isaac & Cody Stump 
 585 Wolfe Lane 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 
19 –  Joy Ruth 
 2900 State Hill Rd.  

Unit I-5 
Wyomissing, PA  19610 

 

19 –  John Bassetti 
 12 Eagles Lane 

Sinking Spg, PA  19608 
 

19 –  Jamison Newton 
 509 Sycamore Rd. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

20 –  Abigail Fortunato 
 1737 Alden Ln. 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
 

20 –  Ella Hubric 
 5032 Cherrywood Dr. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

21 –  Jerry Pawlik 
 1213 Liberty Ave. 

Kenhorst, PA 19607 
  
22 –  Beverly Pawlik 
 1213 Liberty Ave. 

Kenhorst, PA 19607 
 

23 –  Bonnie Comeau 
 24 Gillen Terrace 

Gloversville, NY 12078 
 

24 –  Matthew Chandler 
 5 Kenny Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

In the case of inclement weather, 

please tune into Channel 69 News 

and watch the lower scroll, and/or 

check our website for any worship 

service or meeting 

cancellations/delays. They will be 

posted on the ORANGE banner at 

the top of the home page. 

**The church office will follow the 

Governor Mifflin schedule for delays, 

early dismissals and cancellations.** 
 

 

 

Christmas 
Giving Tree 

 
Thank you to all 

those who so 
generously 

provided gifts for 
two Community 
Food Ministry 
families.  They 

were delivered to 
Zion ECC today 

and will be given to 
the families this 

weekend. 

Remember to stop by the church narthex to 
check for any Christmas cards that may 

have been dropped off for you/your family!  
And feel free to deliver any to members who 

are unable to come to church. 

The church office will be closed the week 
after Christmas, Dec. 26 – Jan. 2, 2023.  If 
you have a pastoral emergency, please call 

Pastor Tamie at 610-780-1486 or Pastor 
Matthew at 717-917-5342. 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARTNERING WITH SAFE BERKS ~ A CALVARY OUTREACH INITIATIVE 

Formerly Berks Women in Crisis, Safe Berks provides a safe haven and support for 
victims of domestic violence and sexual assault through education, advocacy and a 
relentless commitment to prevent abuse. We are dedicated to fostering an inclusive 
environment where individuals can be their true selves and feel empowered to stand up 
to all forms of oppression.   

Safe Berks serves a community of clients who are truly in need of feeling God’s loving touch – a touch we can help to 

provide.  Here are three opportunities to jump in and serve:  

“And to All a Good Night” ~ Help provide a cozy & comfortable night’s rest by donating:  size 5 & 6 diapers 

~ new twin bedsheet sets & pillows ~ new bath towels & wash cloths.  A collection bin will be available at the church 

until Dec. 24th.    

Sign Up to Wrap Gifts ~ Safe Berks mans a gift-wrapping table at the Berkshire Mall as a fundraiser for 

their organization.  A sign-up sheet will be available in the Gathering Area if your like to volunteer your time.  You can 

be a gift wrapper…or bring your personal store-bought Christmas gifts, have them wrapped, and make a donation. 

Provide a Meal ~ New Year’s Day, 9AM Worship only, then help ring in the New Year at Safe Berks by 

participating in making a brunch in Calvary’s social hall kitchen and delivering it to Safe Berks by 11AM.  Watch for 

more information about this soon.   

 

~Sermon from pg. 1 
 
They will seek it, but they won’t comprehend it! Hold this thought. 

Isaiah prophesies anyways. Isaiah announces bad news. In the chapter before today’s reading, Isaiah illustrates the image 

of God as a woodsman chopping down trees with an ax. The Hebrew nation will be destroyed, and the people will be 

scattered and live in exile. Like the current story of Haiti, this is a bad situation that just gets worse and worse. The book of 

Isaiah spans more than three centuries of Israel’s history when they face mortal military threat from both Assyrian and 

Babylonian superpowers. Israel itself is already divided, with Northern and Southern kingdoms of Israel fighting over land. 

To exacerbate the situation, the Assyrian superpower is threatening and terrifying, so the kingdoms of Israel unite in a larger 

coalition to stand against Assyria. The Assyrians are so powerful and persistent that the coalition crumbles. It’s the classic 

story of divide and conquer. The two kingdoms begin fighting again. The Northern kingdom forms an alliance with Syria to 

stand against Assyria, but the Southern kingdom turns to Assyria for intervention. Assyria happily intervenes in this tribal war 

- first destroying the Northern kingdom before conquering the entire Southern kingdom, except Jerusalem. In their wicked 

ways, the Assyrian superpower deports the people of Israel. God’s people are scattered into exile, living in foreign lands as 

strangers. Eventually, the Babylonian and Roman empires would also terrorize and oppress the Hebrew people. This terror 

and violence are the lived reality for God’s people. What they don’t want to hear is that this devastation is their own fault. 

Isaiah tells them to repent of their ways and turn back to God. They don’t. Isaiah’s message reiterates that this exile is a 

result of their own doing. Who wants to hear such bad news? 

Simultaneously, Isaiah is sent to share good news. Isaiah shares God’s plan, a promise of new life out of their death. A shoot 

grows out of that tree stump that was once Israel. It’s the seed, the potential, that springs forth hope eternal. The prophet 

Isaiah announces a vision of radical hope, the salvation of God. This vision comes out of a divided nation; it is born from the 

fear and terror of a people threatened by violent, oppressive military powers and ineffective leadership. It’s why the voice of 

Isaiah offers a vision of the future, of what shall be, in a bifold of images: 

The inscription on the first image reads – Justice                ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 4 
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and where I am, my servant also will be.  

My Father will honor the one who serves me. ~John 12:26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~Sermon cont’d from pg. 3 

 

The first image comes in the form of a family tree, with a young leader emerging from the house of David. New life emerges 

out of the rubble and death of their nation because of a ruler anointed with divine gifts. This anointed one leads in alignment 

with God’s ways, possessing reverence, wisdom, and righteousness. This leader does destroy the ruthless powers. But the 

Messiah also gathers the poor, meek, and excluded and restores them to the fullness of who God has made them to be. 

Justice and equity prevail. 

The inscription on the second image reads - Peace. 

It’s just such a leader that ushers in the peaceable kingdom, where predator and prey lie together (yes, it’s a wolf and a lamb, 

not a lion - remember that!) and children sing and play next to the nests of rattlesnakes. No more will there be hurt or 

destruction. God’s fullness of life will prevail for all humanity, creatures, and the land. Peace and harmony prevail. 

Do you see what God sees? If you asked the Israelites who heard Isaiah, they didn’t understand. If you ask my Haitian 

friends, they don’t see it. Can we imagine such justice and peace: Democrats getting along with Republicans? every country 

disarming their nuclear weapons? the hungry never feeling hunger again? cures for diseases like cancer? This message of 

Isaiah shares God’s ultimate vision of redemption and restoration for all creation. It is a vision of hope in response to the 

cries of God’s people for all time. It’s such a profound vision of hope that it stretches human imagination to a breaking point. 

It seems preposterous.   

As early Christians wrestled with the powerful witness of Jesus the Christ, they translated his teaching, living, and dying 

through the lens they knew: Hebrew history and scripture, signs, and wonders. Isaiah’s scriptures describe a Messiah that 

are integral to the Christian view of Jesus. The message of Isaiah is the beating heart of Advent. From the start, Isaiah was 

told that no one would understand the difficult message of repentance and especially not such a radical message of hope. I 

want to take you now to a vignette in the ministry of Jesus from the book of Luke. It was just as Jesus had turned to face 

Jerusalem that he sent out 70, in pairs, to every town and place he wanted to reach. He sent them out like lambs into the 

midst of the wolves (Luke 10:3). Sound familiar? Like lambs, they carried nothing - no purse, no bag, no sandals. In every 

house they entered, they announced, ‘Peace to this house.’ They were to eat and drink, to cure the sick, to share the good 

news that “The kingdom of God has come near to you.” They became the lambs living with the wolves.  

Then we actually hear the heartbeat, feel the pulse. Isaiah’s vision comes to life! Listen to what happens when these 70 

lambs return to report on their experiences (Luke 10:17-21, 23-4): 

Seventy: It’s amazing, Lord! When we use Your name, the demons do what we say! 

Jesus: I know. I saw Satan falling from above like a lightning bolt. I’ve given you true authority. You can smash vipers and 
scorpions under your feet. You can walk all over the power of the enemy. You can’t be harmed. But listen—that’s not the 
point. Don’t be elated that evil spirits leave when you say to leave. Rejoice that your names are written in heaven.  
Then Jesus Himself became elated. The Holy Spirit was on Him, and He began to pray with joy. 
 

Jesus: Thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth. Thank You for hiding Your mysteries from the wise and intellectual, 

instead revealing them to little children. Your ways are truly gracious… (then almost in a whisper to the disciples) How 

blessed are your eyes to see what you see! Many prophets and kings dreamed of seeing what you see, but they never got 

a glimpse. They dreamed of hearing what you hear, but they never heard it. 

The disciples, in the powerful name of Jesus, revealed the peaceful kingdom that Isaiah announced many generations before 

- the hope of Isaiah shared generation after generation! It’s no longer just a futuristic hope; it’s a present reality. Jesus 

proclaims to the disciples, “How blessed are your eyes to see what you see!” 

These were no longer just words. The disciples looked into the eyes of the Messiah, God incarnate living among us. As 
they humbly became the meek lambs among the wolves, God’s kingdom came ever near: the sick & lame were healed; the 
hungry ate, and the thirsty drank; the poor and excluded were welcomed.              ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 5 
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They witnessed peace where there was no peace before. 

Why? As Isaiah envisioned, justice and peace are 

intertwined. Here were a people who weren’t just speaking 

of a future reality, they became its very source. Justice and 

peace walk hand-in-hand. Justice is the work of the people 

with the people, with all the creatures, and with the land. 

When you awaken to this reality, when you see the 

peaceable kingdom as God sees, then Christ doesn’t just 

live within you, Christ is the way you live. It’s the way you 

walk among the people; how you welcome everyone and 

everything into your presence; how you care for the needs 

of others and your community; how you share your time, 

gifts, and resources; how you hold God’s world in your 

heart. 

Some of my deepest sadness is for my friends in Haiti. It is 

more and more difficult to contact them, to experience their 

hopelessness, especially knowing that I can make such a 

small difference in their life. They live in a land without 

resources - even the most basics of food and water. It 

doesn’t matter how hard they work or how brilliant they are. 

College degrees mean nothing when there are no jobs. It 

seems so hopeless. Some of my deepest joy is shared with 

my Haitian friends, even from afar. My Haitian friends 

assure me that their hope comes in our mutual presence - 

in our phone calls; in our prayers; in the little money that I 

can offer to help them eat and their ability to share that with 

others in their community; in the small ways that we 

encourage each other and share our love and peace. The 

Haitian people and their country have been violently 

oppressed since the arrival of Christopher Columbus. 

Without healing from generational trauma, without the birth 

of a Haitian identity, without restorative justice and equity, 

Haiti will not know peace and nor will the world.  

Advent reminds us that there is a God among us, and there 

is hope in the midst of despair, and there is a way to know 

peace. Albert Einstein said, “Peace cannot be kept by 

force. It can only be achieved by understanding.” This is 

the dilemma of humankind, the understanding. Isaiah 

proclaimed the vision - God’s reign of peace requires 

God’s justice to prevail. In Christ, we are called to be the 

lambs living with the wolves, ushering in justice and 

sharing the good news - the peaceable kingdom of God 

has come near! Do you see what God sees? 
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Three Kings Celebration 
Saturday, Jan.7th, 2023 

1 – 4 PM 
 

And the holiday season celebration continues into the 

New Year with our Latino Ministry, 4th Generation 

New Hope, hosting an amazing time of fellowship, 

activities, food, music, gifts, and a very special 

“Three Kings” skit.  

This is an afternoon for everyone! 

If you are bringing a child(ren), please RSVP (text or 

call) Pastor Mady to let her know the children’s 

names & ages so that they may receive  

an age-appropriate gift. 

A Christmas Harvest 
 

Christmas is the harvest time of love. Souls 
are drawn to other souls. All that we have 

read and thought and hoped comes to fruition 
at this happy time. Our spirits are astir. We 

feel within us a strong desire to serve. A 
strange, subtle force, a new kindness, 
animates man and child. A new spirit is 

growing in us. No longer are we content to 
relieve pain, to sweeten sorrow, to give the 
crust of charity. We dare to give friendship, 
service, the equal loaf of bread and love. 

—Helen Keller 

 


