
  

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540                          Dec. 4th – Dec. 10th, 2022 

 

Dec. 4th, 2022 
 

9:00AM 
Sunday school for all ages 

 

10:30 AM  
In-house & Livestream Worship 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Kay Wadsworth 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 

SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 
CLICK HERE 

Connect with God.   
Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 

GLAD 
Thanksgiving Community Service 

John 6:24-35 ~ Pastor Tamie Preached 
 

This is the day that the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be GLAD 

in it! 

Jesus says - the people are all about the food. Well, Thanksgiving Day, 

it is all about the food! Let’s face it. It is about this huge spread of dishes 

made from the fall festival: turkey, wheat turned into rolls, breads, and 

stuffing, sweet potatoes or mashed potatoes, and pumpkin everything - 

from pies to rolls to lattes, and apple pies. As a child there was always 

a gelatin with some kind of fruit in it and big bowls of cabbage salad with 

marshmallows. Marshmallows somehow found their way into the sweet 

potato casserole and mushroom soup in the green bean casserole. And 

how about the cranberry sauce that pops out of the can still in the shape 

of a can? And for many, it’s all about the football, especially for Dallas 

Cowboy fans, or the fanfare of parades or maybe even the Black Friday 

specials that now begin that night! Thanksgiving is an extravagant act of 

consumption - foods beyond the harvest. 

That’s why I love this text that ends with Jesus imploring, “I am the bread 

of life.” Jesus turns to a crowd and speaks a hard truth. He says, “Very 

truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but 

because you ate your fill of the loaves” (John 6:26). Jesus 

acknowledges, it is all about the food. While people focus on the physical 

realm that they can taste and see, they are missing the glorious, 

mysterious spiritual realm in which they will never thirst or hunger. Jesus 

has come to show the way, to point us to the source of the true bread 

from heaven. It’s all around us, raining down like the manna, but we often 

miss the true glory. 

Confusion and Clarity 

Its very name suggests that this day is about giving thanks. No matter 

how hard I try to argue otherwise, Thanksgiving Day really is all about 

the food! Many of us will take time to share our thankfulness and offer 

grace before the meal. So many more of us, though, are focused on how 

to best position the food on our plate to maximize its horizontal space 

and yet find a vertical piling that doesn’t look like too much. There is 

often great family controversy over whether to add fruit to the stuffing or 

if you should bake or fry the turkey. We are planning how to slice the 

desserts in a way that we can eat our three favorites and not feel guilty.  

~Sermon cont’d on pg. 3 

This Sunday, Dec. 4th,  
come, warm your heart & bring your 

appetite!  An Advent Fellowship 
Breakfast will be prepped & served 
by Calvary's youth in the Social Hall 

from 9:00-10:00AM (no Sunday 
school this day).  There will also be 
holiday crafts for youth, children & 

families to make together. 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/
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12 Tags Still Remain! 
 

The wooden tree in the narthex has 
been changed over to a Christmas 
Gift Giving Tree.  We are 
sponsoring two Mifflin Community 
Food Ministry client families this 
year.  
 

Simply pick up a tag from the tree, 
shop, wrap (or slip any gift cards 
into a Christmas card), then 
CLEARLY tag the outside of the 
gift/card with either Family #1 or #2 
and the name of the recipient.  
Suggested/requested gifts are 
listed on the tree tags, but feel free 
to go above and beyond!  God’s 
love is abundantly given to us every 
day! 
 

Please drop off your donations 
outside the church office.  Janet will 
collect everything together for drop 
off at Zion EC Church.  The 
deadline is Thursday, December 
15th at noon!!  Please be punctual.   

Calvary will continue our tradition of exchanging Christmas 
cards among our local church members and friends. Please 
drop off cards, in alphabetical order, on the card table provided 
in the narthex.  
In the past, a significant number of cards have NOT been 
picked up; therefore, we ask that cards NOT be left at church 
for out-of-town members.  All cards addressed to local shut-ins 
will be personally delivered by a member of Calvary, but if you 
have time to hand deliver shut-in cards, please do so. 
 

IT’S TIME TO AGAIN HAVE AN ADULT CHOIR help to lead worship at Calvary Church.  
Jim, Carol, and Kay are working to make this possible.  We will meet for one rehearsal 
on Wednesday, December 14th at 7:30PM in the first-floor music room at Calvary 
Church.  We will rehearse for approximately 1¼ hours and prepare two anthems to sing 
during the Christmas Eve service at 7:00PM on Saturday, December 24th.  Some of you 
have participated in church choirs here at Calvary or in other churches in past years 
(recently or not-so-recently) while some of you may be willing to “give it a try” for the first 
time.  All are encouraged to attend. 
To help in planning, please send an email to Jim, adamsjimca@comcast.net ,or a text 
message, 484-332-1332, indicating your willingness to serve. Please include your name in 
the message and indicate the part you would like to sing (S A T or B). And, if you forget to 
send the message, COME ANYWAY.  See you on the 14th!! 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 14th  
from 6:30-7:30PM:  

Children & Youth are invited to 
enjoy a Christmas  

party in the Social Hall.   
Come for fun, fellowship  

& snacks.   
Questions?  Please contact Pastor 

Matthew @ 717-917-5342. 

Blue Christmas Service 
Saturday, Dec. 17th @ 3PM 

Calvary invites you to a special holiday service 
designed for those for whom the holidays might 

be difficult. If you have undergone a difficult loss, 
transition, or life change, we invite you to a 

special time of music and worship. 
 

mailto:adamsjimca@comcast.net
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~Sermon cont’d from pg. 1 
 
And the words of our grandmothers are ringing in our ears, “You have to eat whatever you take.” There’s confusion. 

In our text today, we find a crowd of people unable to locate Jesus. They, too, are confused. The disciples left in one boat 

alone the night before, and Jesus is nowhere to be found. So, they clamor into the boats and cross the sea to Capernaum. 

They are bewildered to discover that Jesus is with the disciples. They quiz him on how he arrived and demand that Jesus 

prove himself with more signs and wonders. These are the same people who were fed the previous day in the crowd of over 

5,000, who ate and were filled from five barley loaves and two fish and saw the twelve overflowing baskets of leftovers. It’s 

the crowd who wanted to force Jesus to be king and were left in confusion as Jesus withdrew to the mountain. If they had 

paused long enough, they might better surmise the miracle that had brought Jesus to this shore…that Jesus had walked on 

water to greet the disciples in the middle of the lake the night before. 

While the crowd is confused and demanding and feeling disconnected, Jesus responds with clarity. Yesterday, 5,000 people 

feasted on bread and fishes, and they were full. It’s the fullness of their stomachs that have sent them on a chase from one 

shoreline to the next. Jesus explains that they are confused about him in the same way that they are confused about the 

source of the manna that sustained the Israelites in the wilderness. Life and life abundant are from God - not from Moses or 

Jesus. The manna was a heavenly gift from God, and likewise, Jesus is a source of divine grace and power from God alone. 

Why is Jesus able to confront this demanding crowd with such clarity? Because Jesus ends his day on the mountain, in the 

presence of God. This little line is a long, pregnant space. The Bible doesn’t say what happens in this time of solitude and 

stillness. We know that he resists the pressure of a people who want to make him king. We know that Jesus remains still for 

as long as necessary, even to the point of missing the departure of his boat ride. When he is confronted by the confusion of 

a crowd the next day, Jesus maintains a distinct authority that is defined by his sense of identity…who he is and what his 

mission is in God, the coming of God’s “kingdom on earth as it is heaven.” Just as we experience the building pressures and 

suffering of this world, so did Jesus.                 ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 4 

 

PARTNERING WITH SAFE BERKS ~ A CALVARY OUTREACH INITIATIVE 

Formerly Berks Women in Crisis, Safe Berks provides a safe haven and support for 
victims of domestic violence and sexual assault through education, advocacy and a 
relentless commitment to prevent abuse. We are dedicated to fostering an inclusive 
environment where individuals can be their true selves and feel empowered to stand up 
to all forms of oppression.   

Safe Berks serves a community of clients who are truly in need of feeling God’s loving touch – a touch we can help to 

provide.  Here are three opportunities to jump in and serve:  

“And to All a Good Night” ~ Help provide a cozy & comfortable night’s rest by donating:  size 5 & 6 diapers 

~ new twin bedsheet sets & pillows ~ new bath towels & wash cloths.  A collection bin will be available at the church 

from now until Dec. 24th.    

Sign Up to Wrap Gifts ~ Safe Berks mans a gift-wrapping table at the Berkshire Mall as a fundraiser for 

their organization.  A sign-up sheet will be available in the Gathering Area if your like to volunteer your time.  You can 

be a gift wrapper…or bring your personal store-bought Christmas gifts, have them wrapped, and make a donation. 

Provide a Meal ~ New Year’s Day, 9AM Worship only, then help ring in the New Year at Safe Berks by 

participating in making a brunch in Calvary’s social hall kitchen and delivering it to Safe Berks by 11AM.  Watch for 

more information about this soon.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A variety of gifts may be given in honor of or in memory of loved   ones.  Please indicate your choice(s) below.  
All gifts must be received by Wednesday, December 14th.  Checks may be made payable to “Calvary UMC” 
with the gift designation in the memo section.  The list of dedications will be printed in the Calvary Connection 
edition just prior to Christmas Eve. 
 

_____ A Poinsettia to adorn the sanctuary ($12 each)  
 

_____Good Shepherd Mission (GSM) Christmas Meal & Clothing  
for Children, Elderly & Residents of  
the HIV Center ($10 ea.) 

 

_____ Pastor’s Contingency Fund ($10)  
 

_____ Safe Berks (formerly Berks Women in Crisis) ($10)       
 
 

NAME: _____________________________________________________________Env. #______________ 
                         (if applicable) 
IN HONOR OF ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IN MEMORY OF: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail your donation and dedication(s) to: 
Calvary UMC, Attn: J. Dearstyne, 1 West Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540 

 

 

Providing funds for a portion of 
the GSM Christmas is a new 

request that came to our  
attention on 11/28.  

The amt. needed is $2,000. 

RECAPPING A CURRENT NEED…SOMETHING TO PRAY ABOUT 
[excerpts taken from Pastor Tamie’s 2022 State of the Church Report] 

 
One of the unique characteristics of the Methodist church is its connectional system…As part of this connectional dynamic, 

Bishop John Schol is encouraging churches to embark on a journey of discovery, growth, and transformation - Pathways 

for Congregational Fruitfulness and Health…Pathways is designed to assist churches in nurturing faith communities that 

are vital and sustainable.   

The guiding vision of Calvary is to connect; the work is entirely relational… As Jesus teaches the fishermen on the banks 

of Gennesaret Lake, we must go into deeper waters… This is the rational for focusing on serving IN the community, moving 

into the deeper waters. It’s about more than making donations to organizations or periodic assistance. We will take literally 

to being the hands and feet of Christ, on the ground, touching and taking hold of people. 

The process for Pathways will begin this month as we are assigned a clergy mentor to walk alongside us. Meanwhile, we 

need to prepare by creating two teams: a prayer team dedicated to praying for Calvary and its leadership, 

community, and mission in Christ; and a Pathways leadership team of 8 to 12 people who are willing to discern our 

next steps for wading, swimming, and diving into deeper waters. Please prayerfully consider joining one of these teams 

and contact Pastor Tamie (610-780-1486) or Pastor Matthew (717-917-5342) to share your interest. 

Without these two teams of volunteers, we cannot start on our Pathway.  Committed participation is a prerequisite to be 

assigned a clergy mentor from our Conference!  Will YOU answer the call? (In-person & Zoom options will be available 

for all meetings throughout the process.)  Questions? Please contact Pastor Tamie at 610-780-1486. 
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Signs and Wonders 

What fills my heart with amazement and wonder are the little synergies, the small nudges that connect me to God. They seem 

to come in surprising ways, but I have learned to expect them, to be on the lookout for them. Last week, a colleague 

encourages me to recognize the signs and wonder of God by being still in God’s presence. In this spirit of synergy, as if the 

Universe is speaking directly to me, I receive an email from one of my members on the same evening as my colleague’s 

devotional. The email is titled, “A thought…” She sends me a post she had made years ago, explaining that she had a nudge 

to share it with me. Kermit the Frog, sitting in a contemplative, wondering pose, says, “Do you ever just sit and think about all 

the things God has done for you? Our God is awesome!” It made me wonder when was the last time that I sat and really 

thought about all the things God has done for me. When was the last time that I had paused to receive the signs of wonders 

of our awesome God? 

Stillness offers an opportunity for us to reflect more deeply on our experiences, to listen to what our bodies feel and reflect on 

how our spirit receives things. Our minds can only process so much information at one time. That’s what I see in this crowd 

that is following Jesus. Even though they had witnessed the thanksgiving and blessing of the bread, even though they had 

eaten the miracle of the multiplying of the loaves and fishes, they had not stilled long enough to receive the gift of life 

abundance offered by God. Their stomachs had digested the food, but their bodies and spirits had not fully internalized the 

power and meaning of its grace. In stillness, we can discover the deeper meaning and truth of God’s powerful and steadfast 

love. 

I remember a time long ago that I wrote in a gratitude journal. It was a spiritual practice introduced to me by Oprah Winfrey. 

The invitation is to spend a few minutes each day recording those things for which you were most grateful that day. Some 

days are easier than others, with an abundance of joy and prosperity. Some days are mundane, one feeling like another. You 

have to consider even the small glimmers of a kind word or the restoration in a quiet, eventless day. Sometimes our days feel 

overwhelmingly painful or difficult or exhausting. Our sense of gratitude may be simply surviving that day with the hope of a 

new day. What I discovered most powerful was the pause, drinking slowly of the day and recognizing the wonders. In a world 

so chaotic, broken, and hurting, I unearthed beautiful life, and it didn’t happen periodically. I witnessed kindness, love, beauty, 

peace, and hope every day! 

In this same spirit, I would like to offer all of us a spiritual practice based on one of my favorite hymns. It says, “This is the day 

that the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be GLAD in it!” Let’s take these four little letters G-L-A-D and reflect on the signs 

and wonders of God in our lives: 

Gratitude - one gratitude that you are thankful for today 

Love - one way that you shared or received love today 

Accomplishment - one small accomplishment you made today 

Delight - one thing of delight that touched you today 

The Table of the Heavenly Banquet 

Someone asked me, “Who goes to church on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving?” This person explained that Thanksgiving 

isn’t a religious holiday at all, which is correct. People are baking pies and chopping onions for stuffing or traveling to the 

homes of distant family and friends in a trains, planes, and automobile chaos. They’re focused on the bread. They’re on the 

shores watching the boats and the people. They’re so busy, they miss the miracle and wonder of God in the midst of their 

lives. Not us. We are pausing. We are being still. It’s why we are here, gathered with our Friend and Redeemer, Jesus the 

Christ, on this Thanksgiving Eve. 

Let’s be honest - Jesus loved a party; his ministry is centered around the table. In his final moment, he gathered at the table 

with his beloved community to share the Passover meal. As he bid them farewell, he commanded that they remember him at 

the table, over the bread of heaven and the fruit of the vine. 
~5~ 



No one shall hunger or thirst; everyone shall be filled, like the crowd of 5,000. Our hearts are filled with gladness and 

thanksgiving to the source of life abundant, Creator God. Tomorrow, do not be shy to feast! Be GLAD and carry forth the 

gratitude, sharing your thankfulness with everyone around the tables, televisions, and shopping aisles. REJOICE and BE 

GLAD! 

This is the day that the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be GLAD in it! 

Choir lead from the pews (tambourines)…everyone rise in body and spirit and sing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and where I am, my servant also will be.  

My Father will honor the one who serves me. ~John 

12:26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKS, FROM BETHANY CHRISTIAN SERVICES  

Dear Friends, 
 
You just changed everything. How? Because you 
made a gift to support and strengthen families – and 
family changes everything. 
 
Your donation on 7/19/22 (special Easter gifts) for 
$1,122.65 will ensure kids and families have the 
support they need to be together, grow together, 
and stay together, because we know kids thrive in 
families and communities thrive when families are 
strong.  Together we are changing the world 
through family. 
 
Your generosity connects foster children, foster and 
birth parents, refugees, and immigrants with 
resources, support safety, hope, and love.  You’ve 
let families in crisis know they’re not alone.  From 
meeting basic needs to equipping families to thrive, 
your compassion is changing the world, one child, 
one family at a time. 
 
Thank you for changing everything. 
 
Blessings~ 
 
Cheryl Jereczak 
Sr. Vice President of Donor Development and 
Encouragement 
 
 

04 –  Michele Pearson 
53 Shea Dr. 
Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

05 –  Mirabelle Martin 
 P.O. Box 364 

Adamstown, PA   
19501-0364 
 

06 –  Eva Stone 
 1 N. Sandy Lane 

Sinking Spg, PA  19608 
 
09 –  Craig Caltagirone 
 38 Hilgert Ave. 
 Shillington, PA 19607 

TWO MINUTES MORE… 
  

Tune in to a weekly word of challenge and 
encouragement as Christ Servant Minister, 

Craig Caltagirone, offers sound and inspiring 
spiritual reflections on contemporary matters. 

 

Consider using these solid two minutes for 
your own personal reflections or small group 

discussions.  Either way, you'll be 
surprised at just how meaningful 2 minutes of 

your day will be if you sign up for these 
weekly audio devotionals. 

 

Contact Craig at ccgirone@comcast.net to  
get on the mailing list today!" 
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