
  

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540                          Nov. 27th – Dec. 3rd, 2022 

 

Nov. 27th, 2022 
 

The Hanging of the 
Green 

[an interactive worship service] 
 

9:00AM 
Sunday school for all ages 

 

10:30 AM  
In-house & Livestream Worship 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Kay Wadsworth 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 

SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 
CLICK HERE 

Connect with God.   
Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 

INTO DEEPER WATERS 

2022 State of the Church Report by Pastor Tamie 

When I taught middle school, I spent a significant time playing team 

building games with the kids. These games developed all sorts of 

skills: leadership, communication, cooperation, trust, getting close and 

touching each other (very difficult with middle schoolers!). A favorite 

game was called Blob. It was a tag game that started with one person 

as the “blob” that set out to capture everyone. When someone was 

tagged, they joined the “blob” by holding hands. As the “blob” grew, it 

could divide and conquer in teams of three. The one thing that 

inevitably happened as the “blob” grew was one end would go one way 

to tag someone while the other end tried to capture a person at the 

other end. Both people would escape because the “blob” had divided 

and disconnected. As a few stragglers remained, the “blob” would 

discover the power of rejoining, making a grand sweep across the field 

so that no victims could escape their reach. For success, the whole 

“blob” needed to communicate, plan, and move in the same direction. 

Today I want to share with you a “state of the church” report based on 

the one submitted for the Annual Charge Conference in October. If we, 

as a community of people are to boldly live into our vision - Connect to 

God; Connect to each other; Connect to the community - so that we 

may fulfill the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world, then it’s important that we walk faithfully 

together. To walk together, we need to know where we are going and 

move in the same direction. 

One of the unique characteristics of the Methodist church is its 

connectional system. Essentially, we are structured as a network of 

local churches. We belong to the Eastern PA Conference, which 

connects over 400 churches. As part of this connectional dynamic, 

Bishop John Schol is encouraging churches to embark on a journey of 

discovery, growth, and transformation - Pathways for Congregational 

Fruitfulness and Health. Our District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Evelyn 

Kent Clark and the conference’s Leadership Development Manager, 

Rev. Steve Morton introduce Pathways in this VIDEO. (5-min. video 

was shown to the congregation). 

Pathways is designed to assist churches in nurturing faith communities 

that are vital and sustainable. Churches will measure vitality using 

markers that are hallmarks of healthy local churches: passionate 

worship; intentional faith development;         ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 4 

 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/
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Looking Ahead …Opportunities to Serve 
 

(Please RSVP via administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net or  
call the church office at 610-777-8441 to indicate your willingness to 

serve.) 

 
• Dec. 3, @ 10AM: Help set-up for the Mohnton Christmas Tree 

Lighting, which will be held the same day.  5PM: reading of Twas 
the Night Before Christmas & caroling, with Santa arriving at 6PM & 
then the tree lighting.  Location: Mohnton baseball field (at the 
sharp curve on Wyomissing Ave.) 

 

• Dec. 6 & Dec. 7 (9:15-10:15AM): Help wrap gifts during the WVP 
Christmas Shop in the Social Hall (5 – 6 people needed) 

 

~3~ 

ITEMS NEEDED DURING 
THE HOLIDAYS:  100% 

Fruit Juice • Spam • Instant 

mashed potatoes • Mac and 

cheese • Canned Ravioli 

•  Elbow pasta • Spaghetti 

noodles • Canned chicken 

breast and salmon • 

Kleenex • Peanut butter • 

Dish scrubbies • Dish 

washing liquid • Deodorant 

• Hand soap • Body wash  

For the holidays, we are 
already preparing for 
Thanksgiving meals to be 
assembled and are in 
GREAT   NEED OF 
CANNED 
VEGETABLES!  We will 
use about 1000 cans, and 
125 cans of yams! 

Donations may be place in 
the lower cabinets in the 
narthex. 

MIFFLIN COMMUNITY 
FOOD MINISTRY 

The wooden tree in the narthex has been changed over to a 

Christmas Gift Giving Tree.  We are sponsoring two 

Mifflin Community Food Ministry client families this year.  
 

Simply pick up a tag from the tree, shop, wrap (or slip any gift 
cards into a Christmas card), then CLEARLY tag the outside 
of the gift/card with either Family #1 or #2 and the name of 
the recipient.  Suggested/requested gifts are listed on the 
tree tags, but feel free to go above and beyond!  God’s love 
is abundantly given to us every day! 
 

Please drop off your donations outside the church office.  
Janet will collect everything together for drop off at Zion EC 
Church.  The deadline is Thursday, December 15th at noon!!  
Please be punctual.   

Calvary will continue our tradition of exchanging Christmas 
cards among our local church members and friends. Please 
drop off cards in the narthex starting this Sunday, Nov. 27th. We 
appreciate cards being dropped off in alphabetical order.  
In the past, a significant number of cards have NOT picked up; 
therefore, we ask that cards NOT be left at church for out-of-
town members.  All cards addressed to local shut-ins will be 
personally delivered by a member of Calvary, but if you have 
time to hand deliver shut-in cards, please do so. 
 

27 –  Dr. Jed Calata 
 1109 E Lilac Ln. 
 Fox Point, WI 53217 
  
30 –  Diane Anderson 
 35 Stewart Ave. 

Sinking Spg, PA  19608 
 

~December~ 
 

02 – Fred Fichthorn 
 501 Meadow Ln. 

Reading, PA 19605 
 
02 –  Jill Raber 
 1983 Cedar Top Rd. 

Reading, PA  19607 

 

mailto:administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARTNERING WITH SAFE BERKS ~ A CALVARY OUTREACH INITIATIVE 

Formerly Berks Women in Crisis, Safe Berks provides a safe haven and support for victims 

of domestic violence and sexual assault through education, advocacy and a relentless 

commitment to prevent abuse. We are dedicated to fostering an inclusive environment 

where individuals can be their true selves and feel empowered to stand up to all forms of 

oppression.  Safe Berks serves a community of clients who are truly in need of feeling God’s loving touch 

– a touch we can help to provide.  Here are three opportunities to jump in and serve:  

“And to All a Good Night” ~ Help provide a cozy & comfortable night’s rest by donating:  

size 5 & 6 diapers ~ new twin bedsheet sets, blankets & pillows ~ new bath towels & wash cloths.  A 

collection bin will be available at the church from now until Dec. 24th.    

Sign Up to Wrap Gifts ~ Safe Berks mans a gift-wrapping table at the Berkshire Mall as a fundraiser for 

their organization.  A sign-up sheet will be available in the Gathering Area if your like to volunteer your time.  You can 

be a gift wrapper…or bring your personal store-bought Christmas gifts, have them wrapped, and make a donation. 

~Sermon cont’d from pg. 1 
 
and extravagant generosity. Each of these markers have annual goals for the local church: 

Worship Attendance - 1 person more than the average of the two previous years 
Confessions of Faith - 1 out of every 20 per worship attendance 
Small Group Participation - 50% of worship attendance 
Disciples Serving IN the Community - 60% of worship attendance 
Vitality in Giving - 18% total giving is for mission, including apportionment 

The conference has set a goal that by 2024, 35% of the churches will reach at least three out of five of these goals - earning 

three stars! 

So, we asked ourselves, how is Calvary currently measuring in each of these vitality markers in this year 2022? Here is the 

story of Calvary in terms of the measures for healthy local churches, based on data as of August. 

Passionate Worship ~ Goal: 98 worshipers 

Average Attendance in person (55), livestream (43), and Latino Ministry (7):105 

Goal achieved! Our average worship attendance demonstrates a profound diversity which none of us could have imagined 

three years ago. While Calvary now offers one worship experience on a Sunday morning, we also provide a livestream 

experience that is a wider door, reaching people outside our walls. In addition, we host a new Wednesday evening Latino 

worship experience led by Pastor Mady. Maintaining a family friendly space in the chapel, integrating a dynamic children’s 

message, and involving children & youth are integral to our commitment to intergenerational worship.  We are currently 

seeking a new director of music and hope to re-establish a praise and worship service in the future.  

Intentional Faith Development ~ Professions of Faith (YTD): 0 (Goal - 5) 

Goal is not met. This goal focuses on adult baptisms and confirmations. We currently have a confirmation class of eight 

youth, which means next year we meet this goal. We cannot and should not limit this work to young people. Our hope is that 

we will have people of all ages profess their faith in Jesus Christ. If our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ, then we 

should be sharing the good news with everyone - especially those who do not know or comprehend the love of Christ. This 

work is not about membership; it’s the work of God transforming hearts and lives!                          ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 5 
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Provide a Meal ~ New Year’s Day, 9AM Worship only, then help ring in the New Year at Safe Berks by 

participating in making a brunch in Calvary’s social hall kitchen and delivering it to Safe Berks by 11AM.  Watch for 

more information about this soon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Group Participation (YTD): 111 (Goal - 53) 

Goal Achieved! With a commitment to faith development for everyone, we re-dedicated an hour that provides Christian 

education for everyone on Sunday. We believe that a strong adult education program is the foundation for a strong children 

and youth ministry. At the same time, faith development at Calvary UMC happens in fourteen small group opportunities on 

any given day of the week. We are blessed by the teachers, facilitators, and participants, who foster both relationships and 

faith development in their small group settings. On Wednesday evenings we provide inclusive children and youth programs 

to ensure that the Latino children are engaged in age-appropriate faith development. Moreover, we enriched our 

connections with Wyomissing Valley Preschool and Calvary Care, and the result is a monthly chapel time with the preschool 

children and a weekly chapel experience with the Calvary Care summer camp. Over seventy kids have been touched by 

lively, interactive Bible stories, prayer, and songs. As a result, several families have joined us for worship and inquired 

about our church. As you can see, small groups are a strong, vibrant ministry of Calvary! 

Risk Taking Mission and Service ~ Goal: 63 

Disciples serving IN the community (YTD): 63+ 

Goal achieved! A unique aspect to the vitality measures is the missional component. Notice that this category is clearly 
about people physically serving IN the community. It’s about developing relationships and impacting lives. This year we 
established a presence in the community by hosting multiple events at the local park: Vacation Bible School, a Story Stroll 
(twice by popular demand!), and picnics for Wyomissing Valley Preschool and Calvary Care Summer Camp. It’s amazing 
how many families who just happen to be at the park at the time chose to engage in the activities. We have collected 
contact information and received visitors as a result of this outreach. As an integral component of the small group initiative, 
several of our LIFE groups commit to a variety of service projects. This outreach is establishing positive partnerships and 
impacting lives in our community. Calvary is also currently conducting groundbreaking work on the development of a CARE 
Ministry for older adults. Several informational luncheons have been conducted with current members to assess the needs 
and possibilities for providing care to older adults. As we learned last week, we are partnering with Safe Berks for a 
Christmas initiative, “And to All a Good Night,” that includes two ways to serve: gift wrapping at the Berkshire mall to raise 
funds and preparing brunch for the families on New Year’s Day! We pray that all of us find a way to connect and serve IN 
the community, beyond the walls of the church, and transform lives. 
 
Extravagant Generosity ~ Goal: $35,999 

Vitality in Giving (YTD): $36,256, including apportionment 

Goal achieved! Similar to the service marker, the giving goal focuses on money used with a missional purpose. In the fall, 

we extended a $20K Stewardship Challenge. A donor in the church offered to match donations up to $20,000. The final 

total was $50,965! When given the opportunity to begin a Latino ministry, Calvary decided to use $5,000 each year, for the 

next three years, to fund the new Latino ministry. In partnership with Christian Bethany Services, we completed a full year 

of giving birthday gifts to foster children across Pennsylvania and babies in their ReNew program. We hope that all the 

children might know that they are wonderfully made, and the families experience our love and gratitude for their care of our 

beloved brothers and sisters. In a collection of much needed hygiene items for Family Promise, they were surprised with 

the sheer volume that stocked their closet to overflowing. To conclude this year, we will be collecting donations of twin 

sheets, pillows, and diapers for Safe Berks in the “And to All a Good Night” initiative. Calvary shares God’s abundance 

generously in ways to meet the needs of our community and impact people.                                ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 6 
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Path Toward Wholeness 

The Path Toward Wholeness is a conference initiative to dismantle racism and promote equity within our churches. We are 

doing so by empowering and equipping all people and being intentional in developing a faith community that is diverse and 

better representative of our community. This year we have done so with these three vital steps: 

Establish a new Latino Ministry in the Reading Area 

In response to the Latino Commission’s request to establish a new Latino ministry in the Reading Area, Calvary embraced the 

opportunity to better serve its diverse community. The growing population in our community is Latino people, so we answered 

yes to becoming a new place for new people. In these early stages of developing the ministry, Pastor Mady is worshiping weekly 

with an average of seven people and hosting a Zoom Bible study with fourteen people. 

Empower two BIPOC [black, indigenous & people of color] candidates for ministry 

The growth of the ministries at Calvary UMC this year is a direct result of the expanded pastoral staff that includes Matthew 

Davis and Madeline Amill. They are invaluable leaders. Both are responding to calls and on the path to becoming licensed local 

pastors. Our church fully supports their journey and is sponsoring the required coursework. 

Educate 

Two opportunities were provided for staff and lay people to engage in difficult conversations about race and grow our 

intercultural competency: Peaceful Practices Curriculum & Crossing Cultures CR/CC Training through the conference. 

~Sermon cont’d on pg. 7 

A variety of gifts may be given in honor of or in memory of loved   ones.  Please indicate your choice(s) below.  
All gifts must be received by Wednesday, December 14th.  Checks may be made payable to “Calvary UMC” 
with the gift designation in the memo section.  The list of dedications will be printed in the Calvary Connection 
edition just prior to Christmas Eve. 
 
_____ A Poinsettia to adorn the sanctuary ($12 each)  
 

_____ Pastor’s Contingency Fund ($10)  
 

_____ Safe Berks (formerly Berks Women in Crisis) ($10)       
 
 

NAME: _____________________________________________________________Env. #______________ 
                         (if applicable) 
IN HONOR OF ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IN MEMORY OF: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail your donation and dedication(s) to: 
Calvary UMC, Attn: J. Dearstyne, 1 West Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540 
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and where I am, my servant also will be.  

My Father will honor the one who serves me. ~John 12:26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pathway for Calvary                 ~cont’d from pg. 6 

The guiding vision of Calvary is to connect; the work is entirely relational. As 

a result, we are on the path to achieving four out of the five goals! This is 

exceptional, exceeding the expectation of 3 stars! While we will meet the fifth 

goal next year, it’s not sustainable. We don’t have another confirmation class 

waiting in the wings. Vitality and sustainability go hand in hand. So 

Administrative Council deliberated prayerfully on which of these vitality 

markers to select as our pathway. The area of concentrated focus and growth 

selected is… community service (disciples serving IN the community). Why? 

It’s our strength; and we believe that it’s through our connections with the 

community that we can best share the gospel of Jesus and impact lives.  

As Jesus teaches the fishermen on the banks of Gennesaret Lake, we must 

go into deeper waters. All night the fishermen had cast their nets in shallow, 

familiar waters. Without success. Maybe this was their favorite fishing spot, 

usually providing the best return. They were ready to accept the empty nets 

and go home. Tired. Weak. And worn. Jesus redirects them, points them into 

deeper, unfamiliar waters. Jesus encourages them to cast their nets, to 

persevere and take a risk. When they obediently follow, the fishermen must 

call on friends to help them pull in their catch. They need to take hold of each 

other, work together. Jesus explained to the fishermen that he would teach 

them how to fish for people, to wade in the deep waters of the Israelite people. 

For the next three years, they walked (on land and water) and sailed from 

shoreline to shoreline. Jesus taught and healed. Most importantly, they 

nurtured relationships along the way in those uncharted waters, with the sick 

and poor, with their enemies and the excluded. This was a risky mission of 

service. 

This is the rational for focusing on serving IN the community, moving into the 

deeper waters. It’s about more than making donations to organizations or 

periodic assistance. We will take literally to being the hands and feet of Christ, 

on the ground, touching and taking hold of people. We will seek to nurture 

deeper relationships with people in our community, to hear their stories, 

understand their needs, and respond to them with loving kindness. God is 

preparing the way. Will we follow? 

The process for Pathways will begin this month as we are assigned a clergy 

mentor to walk alongside us. Meanwhile, we need to prepare by creating two 

teams: a prayer team dedicated to praying for Calvary and its leadership, 

community, and mission in Christ; and a Pathways leadership team of 8 to 12 

people who are willing to discern our next steps for wading, swimming, and 

diving into deeper waters. Please prayerfully consider joining one of these 

teams and contact me or Pastor Matthew. We make disciples of Jesus Christ 

and transform the world by exploring and risking various avenues for 

connecting and fostering connections, with God, each other, and the 

community. Pathways, its process, will assist us in seeing the beautiful hand 

of the Holy Spirit teaching, leading, and working as we connect. All of us are 

invited into deeper waters! 
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From trashed to 
treasured 

In December 2017, Jimmy 
Amisial, a Texas State 

student home in Haiti on 
break, noticed a crowd 

peering into a trash can. A 
4-month-old infant lay 

inside, but no one moved. 
So, Amisial scooped up the 
baby and took him home to 
his mom. They washed and 
clothed him, gave him milk 

& sought medical care. 

After investigators failed to 
locate parents, a judge 
asked if Amisial would 
serve as legal guardian. 

Sensing “this had happened 
for a reason,” he “took a 

leap of faith.” Now Amisial 
is raising funds to adopt 

Emilio. “I’m glad I got the 
opportunity to transform 

his life from being 
abandoned in the trash to 

being a wonderful 

treasure,” he says. 

Likewise, God did not leave 
humankind trapped amid 
the trash of sin and evil, 
destruction and death. 

Instead, God came to us as 
Jesus, scooped us into his 

loving arms and claimed us 
as his own. Like Emilio, 
we’ve been transformed 

and are treasured. 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 


