
  

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540                 Oct. 30th, 2002 – Nov. 5th, 2022 

 

October 30th, 2022 
 

This Sunday’s service is being led by 
Calvary’s Youth. 

 
9:00AM 

Sunday school for all ages 
 

10:30 AM  
In-house & Livestream Worship 

 
Lay Worship Leader: Andrew McBride  

 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 

SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 
CLICK HERE 

Connect with God.   
Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 

Last Words 
Scripture: 2 Samuel 23:1-7 

10/23/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie 

 

This Sunday, October 30th, Calvary will observe All-Saints Sunday. During the 10:30AM 

in-person, livestream service, we will be remembering all our church members & loved 

ones who passed away during the last year and are now living their life eternal with Christ. 
 

The following names were submitted to be remembered during the service: 
 

◊ Barbara Dier; sister of Ron Fox 

◊ Carole Gordon; wife of Jack Gordon (dec’d) 

◊ Larry Hornberger; brother of Patricia McVey 

◊ Luther Hornberger; father of Patricia McVey 

◊ Gladys Herbst; mother of Robb & Daniel Herbst 

◊ Mary McDevitt; sister of Charlie Maniaci 

◊ Shirley Miller; mother of Patricia Balthaser 

◊ Ron & Eileen Rhoads; brother & sister-in-law of Alan Schiavoni 

◊ Herbert (Butch) Rosey, Jr.; cousin of Gloria Hutzell, WWII veteran 

◊ Richard Villforth, father of Joyce Caltagirone 

◊ Ray Wentzel; husband of Bettie (dec’d) 

In my immediate family, between Frank, myself, and my two children, we have a 
unique five generation spread - from silent generation (last year before baby 
boomer) to Generation X (skipping Millennials) to Generation Z. One day, we were 
having dinner at a Chinese restaurant. Frank was sharing some childhood stories 
of his life in Philadelphia, and he described how the milk was delivered by horse in 
glass bottles. Juliana’s jaw dropped to the table in complete astonishment. She tried 
to process the image, asking, “As in a horse and buggy? As in clip clop, clip clop?” 
For the first time, she put in perspective the difference, not just in age but in life 
experience, between herself and her dad. Their childhoods were so vastly different, 
crossing technological, social, medical, scientific, musical, and cultural 
advancements. Frank has lived the great divide; for Ana, it’s impossible to truly 
comprehend life before television and computers and internet, before the Civil 
Rights Movement, Equal Rights Amendment, and Roe v. Wade, before the Cold 
War and 9/11, before Google and Facebook. The disconnect within those 50+ years 
blew Ana away.  

~Sermon cont’d on pg. 2 

The altar flowers 
this Sunday are 

sponsored by Neil 
and Jeanette 
Magerman in 

memory of loved 
ones. 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/
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Planning for the Wyomissing Valley Preschool 

 Christmas Shop 
 

Preschoolers attending WVP will have the opportunity to 
shop for Christmas gifts for their family members on  

December 6th & 7th in our Social Hall. (Set-up – Dec. 5th; 
Clean-up - Dec. 8th) 

 

DONATIONS REQUESTED! 
 

Christmas wrapping paper, gift bags, bows, and self-adhesive 
gift tags.  

New or gently used small gift items 
Knitted or crocheted scarves, potholders, tea cozies, 

coasters, etc.  
 

Please bring your donations to the church and place them in 
the large tote bin located in the Gathering Area.   

 

Many thanks for your loving generosity and support of our 
preschool children. 

 

Set your clocks back one 
hour before you go to bed on 
Nov. 5th.  Daylight Savings 
Time ends on Sunday, Nov. 

6th. 

~Sermon cont’d from pg. 1 

And yet, every Sunday we open this sacred book and share stories 
that are thousands of years old. It’s the human story that transcends all 
time and the lived wisdom of a people learning to be God’s people, just 
like us. While there are lots of things that change in the world, God is 
steadfast and ever-present in it. That’s why David’s last words 
resonate across time…with the literal meaning of “good-bye” or God be 
with you. 
 

Historical Perspective: 
I am in awe of the powerful way these stories still speak into our lives 
today. And, at the same time, I find the Bible difficult to read, especially 
as it pertains to patriarchal language like king, lord, reign, and rule. It’s 
why we have to respectfully hold that these texts were authored 
thousands of years ago in a completely different social location and 
context. It’s like reading Shakespeare or, for some of us, listening to 
some of the modern alternative music styles such as Crossover Thrash 
or rap. If you read the Bible and it doesn’t make sense, there’s good 
reason. It’s written in the language of its time and out of the cultural 
context of their lives. It’s why there are so many translations of the 
Bible: from ancient Hebrew and Greek scrolls to the very first book 
ever printed, Gutenberg’s Bible (in Latin), to the King James Bible in 
1611 to more modern translations like The Message or The Voice. 
Reading multiple translations is a powerful tool for making meaning out 
of ancient texts.           ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 4 
 

10/31 Jennifer Werner 
 205 Slichter Dr. 
 Mohnton, PA  19540 
 
11/1 –  Sheila Renninger 

1 Pebble Brook Ln. 
Mohnton, PA 19540 

 
2 –  Laura Conlin 

40 Melcon Ln. 
Mohnton, PA 19540 

 
2 –  Sawyer Martin 

PO Box 364 
Adamstown, PA  19501 

 
2 –  Tyler Minick 

48 Rim View Lane 
Reading, PA 19607 

 
3 –  Kelly Graffius 
 1001 Hill Ave., Apt 2837 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
 
3 –  April Simmon 
 33 Chestnut St. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 
5 –  Carly Tomczak 
 323 Summit St. 

West Reading, PA 19611 



 

Looking Ahead to the Holidays… 
 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
(Please RSVP via administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net or  

call the church office at 610-777-8441 to indicate your willingness to serve.) 

 
• Oct. 31st @ 9AM in the Gathering Area: Host a coffee/hot cider and 

donut/munchkin time for WVP parents, after they’ve dropped off their children & 
are waiting for the Halloween Costume Parade to begin. 

 

• November & December Mifflin Food Ministry preparations and disbursement 
days; many volunteers needed (see pg. 4 for details) 

 

• Nov. 20, after worship:  Help plan and serve (sheet cake & drink) in the Gathering 
Area at a reception for the new members joining during the 10:30 service. 

 

• Thanksgiving Eve Worship Community Choir: Please contact Jim or Carol 
Adams (610-777-3764) if interested in participating in the joint choir. 

 

• Decorate the church for the Advent season to prepare for the Hanging of the 
Greens service on the 1st Sunday in Advent, Nov. 27th.  Can you come and help on 
Monday, Nov. 21st from 10AM-12PM, or any portion of that time?  4-6 people would 

be great!  Sara Erb is taking the lead😊 
 

• Dec. 3, @ 10AM: Help set-up for the Mohnton Christmas Tree Lighting, which 
will be held the same day.  5PM: reading of Twas the Night Before Christmas & 
caroling, with Santa arriving at 6PM & then the tree lighting.  Location: Mohnton 
baseball field (at the sharp curve on Wyomissing Ave.) 

 

• Dec. 6 & Dec. 7 (9:15-10:15AM): Help wrap gifts during the WVP Christmas 
Shop in the Social Hall (5 – 6 people needed) 

 

Events to participate in… (watch for more to come!) 

• Nov. 23rd @ 7PM: A Community Thanksgiving Eve Service will be hosted 
by St. John Lutheran Church, with a combined choir from Calvary, Zion ECC, 
St. John & New Life of Shillington.  This is a wonderful opportunity to worship 
and give thanks to God with our neighbors. 

 

• Starting Nov. 27th @ 9-10AM: Using the Standard Lesson Commentary, 
Bonnie Schiavoni will facilitate a 5-week Advent discussion around the 

topic: From Darkness to Light. Come ready to explore the scriptures and 

partake in meaningful conversations that will help you prepare your heart and 
mind this year for the coming of the Christ-child. 

 

• Dec. 4th @ 9AM: Advent Breakfast in the Social Hall serviced by our youth. 
No Sunday school.  All are invited to enjoy the food and fellowship.  Invite a 
friend or neighbor. 

 

• Dec. 17th @ 3PM: A Blue Christmas Service ~ a special holiday service 
designed for those for whom the holidays might be difficult. If you have 
undergone a difficult loss, transition, or life change, know that the church cares 
about you and invites you to a special time of music and worship. 

 

• Christmas Eve Services: 3PM family Friendly Service & 7PM Traditional 
Candlelight Communion Service 
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100% Fruit Juice • Spam • Instant mashed potatoes • Mac and cheese • Canned 

Ravioli •  Elbow pasta • Spaghetti noodles • Canned chicken breast and salmon • 

Kleenex • Peanut butter • Dish scrubbies • Dish washing liquid • Deodorant • 

Hand soap • Body wash • Q tips • Cotton balls • Band-Aids • New washcloths.  

dish towels and hand towels • Mouthwash • dental floss • AA batteries • Shampoo 

•Lg. gallon Ziploc bags •Men's deodorant, body wash and shampoo • Canned 
peas, green beans, corn, mixed vegetables, beets, carrots and diced tomatoes 

 

We are already preparing for Thanksgiving dinner meals to be assembled and are in 
GREAT NEED OF CANNED VEGETABLES!  We will use about 1000 cans.  Yes, 
that’s 3 zeros after the one, not a typo, and that doesn’t include 125 cans of yams! 

Food pantry help needed on Monday, November 14th for the Grocery Outlet pickup. 

Wed., Nov. 16th, Thurs. 17th, and Fri 18th come to Zion ECC 8:30am various jobs. 
Sat., Nov. 19th is the food distribution day for November.  

Lots of help and donations needed in November & December.  These are our busiest months of the year! 

 
~Sermon cont’d from pg. 2 
 

In order to understand David’s last words, it’s helpful to understand the historical context. The stories of First and Second 
Samuel illustrate a profound transformation in the nation of Israel. Israel begins as a loosely connected group of tribes, as we 
discovered in the book of Judges, that are in a cyclical pattern of peace, war, oppression, and liberation by God’s steadfast 
mercy and love. Their neighboring kingdoms appear to be stronger since they are ruled by a king. This results in a debate 
among the tribes and with God about the creation of a monarchy. The problem is that a monarchy is contradictory to their 
covenant which establishes God as their sovereign ruler. There’s this confusion around who truly reigns - the earthly king or 
the divine Lord. How do we name a king on earth when our true king is God? As the neighboring nations unite according to 
allegiance to a king, even worshiping their king as Lord, the Hebrew people grapple with this intersectionality of government 
and religion. They are a people set apart, to worship and serve no other gods but One. Yet, they perceive strength in a unifying 
leader. Forming a monarchical state challenges the very core of their faith.  
 
As we discovered last week, Hannah’s faithful prayer results in the birth of Samuel who becomes Israel’s final judge. As a 

prophet, Samuel anoints his son, Saul, as the first king of Israel. The establishment of the monarchy is performed through 

God’s anointing, uniting the Hebrew people through their covenantal love of God. The development of this monarchy is a 

rocky road, especially as the responsibility and power of being king influences internal war and abuse of power. This is 

especially true of King David who commits adultery and murder and reigns over a divided house. Yet, ultimately, it is also 

during King David’s reign that Israel transitions from being these small, powerless tribes to an established nation. Jerusalem 

is established as its capital and center of worship. During the reign of his son, King Solomon, the Temple will be constructed. 

David is, from here on out, portrayed as the ideal king, the ruler of rulers to replicate - not because of what he did or did not 

do but because of his faithful devotion to God. 

 

~Sermon cont’d on pg. 5 
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This is exactly why his last words matter. 
 
Last Words: 
Last words are important. You’ll find the Bible spends a 
significant amount of time on last words. Almost one-fourth 
of the gospel of John is dedicated to Jesus’ farewell 
discourse as Jesus prepares the disciples for his death and 
life beyond his ascension. Our reading begins, “Now these 
are the last words of David” (2 Samuel 23:1). King David 
speaks his wisdom, as a human who has both failed and 
succeeded, as a human with broad perspective to guide 
future leaders who are called to rule over people. Here we 
find a king who is challenging us to rethink what it means to 
be king, to be a person with power. 
 

It’s appropriate that these last words are a song because 
David is recognized as a psalmist. As much as he ruled, he 
worshiped God in song. The words that he is to share are 
spoken as a prophet, with “the spirit of the Lord” upon him. 
As David extends his farewell, he reiterates the foundational 
importance of knowing the source of one’s strength and 
worth. Even these words are those of God. 
 

As David offers his wisdom, we find a response to the 
conundrum of the Israelite’s debate about a monarchy. A just 
ruler governs with an “awe of God,” recognizing kingship as 
a gift from God. David sings a poetic song of a morning 
sunrise with glistening rain on the grass. A just use of power 
is like this sun, sustaining life and encouraging all within its 
reach to flourish. When David asserts, “Is not my house like 
this with God,” he acknowledges God as the source of 
power. The just king rules by the authority of God, as God is 
working through him. It’s not about what he does; he gives 
all glory to God, expressing gratitude and praise. David’s 
divine connection with God allows him to be a conduit 
through which God works for justice and restoration. For the 
Israelites, a king is divinely anointed and should reign 
according to God’s providence, mercy, and grace. This 
vision that David casts of a just ruler and an everlasting 
kingship outlasts him. It speaks into our lives today. 
 

Christ as Lord 
As Christians, we claim Jesus as Lord over our lives. We 
claim that Jesus is our King and reigns over our lives. We 
use the same language. What does that mean? This vision 
of a good and everlasting kingship is the living Christ, who 
has ushered in a new kingdom of justice and mercy. As 
David proclaimed in his last words, God is the source. The 
only power Christ assumes is the authority of God. Jesus is 
humbly born in a stable to the household of a carpenter. He 
serves throughout his land, healing and teaching, without a 
place called home. When he enters Jerusalem, hailed as 
king, he rides a donkey. At his death, he is nailed to a tree 

alongside two thieves. In Christ, we learn a different kind of 
power, that of selfless surrender for the salvation of all 
nations. When we claim Jesus as Lord, we recognize God 
as the source of our strength and worth. We seek to live, 
love, and serve in a Christ-like way, or God’s way. 
 

In my second year of seminary, I went on a cross cultural trip 
to Haiti and the Dominican Republic. While in Haiti, we 
visited a community of 120 families who had become 
homeless as a result of the massive earthquake in 2010. 
They were living in a desert wasteland right off the sea 
without access to fresh water or food or work. Through the 
Spirit-led work of a musician, Mona Augustine, the 
community had purchased land in Hinche on which they 
could build Vilaj Mozayik. Unfortunately, they had no 
resources to get there or build homes. Several months after 
my return, I experienced God’s call to assist Vilaj Mozayik. 
Remember, I was a seminary student with a family. I didn’t 
have money. I certainly didn’t have wealthy connections. 
What I did have is faith in a God of promises. What proved 
to be true is how I was simply a conduit through which God 
worked. One day I received an email from a friend who was 
a passionate advocate for Haiti. It was a link to an article that 
highlighted an interview with Mona. I forwarded that email to 
Mona and forgot about it. Months later Mona reached out 
with exciting news. They used that article as a promotion to 
their sponsors. Within a week, one of their small donors 
called. Inspired and moved by the article, they decided to 
invest significant money in the village. This changed the 
landscape of the project. Vehicles were purchased, multiple 
homes were constructed, children were attending schools, 
and small businesses were established. This is the power of 
God, the source of justice and mercy, the one who fulfills 
promises and gets us to the Promised Land. I sent an email. 
God transformed the lives of this Haitian community. 
 

We often see power as something that we have - whether 
it’s strength, intelligence, creativity, or authority. David 
challenges us to rethink our understanding of power. As 
Philippians 4:13 says, “I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” All that is good and just comes from God; 
it has nothing to do with what we can do. When we claim 
Jesus as Lord and seek to live more and more Christ-like, 
then we know what these last words of David really mean. 
We see how it changes the way live and love and serve. 
 

This week I visited Linda, who is fiercely battling Parkinson’s 
Disease. She shared with me that her guiding Bible verse is 
Jeremiah 29:11, so we read it together. I invite all of us to 
hear from where Linda’s source of strength and mercy 
comes - the words of the prophet Jeremiah as translated in 
The Voice:    ~ Sermon cont’d on pg. 6 
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If you want the truth, this is what the Eternal has to 
say: “You will remain in Babylon for 70 years. When 
that time is over, I will come to you, and I will keep 
My promise of bringing you back home. For I know 
the plans I have for you,” says the Eternal, 
“plans for peace, not evil, to give you a future 
and hope—never forget that. At that time, you will 
call out for Me, and I will hear. You will pray, and I 
will listen. You will look for Me intently, and you will 
find Me. Yes, I will be found by you,” says the 
Eternal, “and I will restore your fortunes and gather 
you from all the nations where you’ve been 
scattered—all the places where I have driven you. I 
will bring you back to the land that is your rightful 
home.”  

This is the everlasting covenant of God - the one Linda 
embraces when she needs patience, strength, and healing. 
This is the steadfast nature of God in whom we have faith 
and call Lord. The God who keeps one’s promises; the God 
who sustains life and goodness; the God who offers us hope; 
the God who hears and finds us; the God who restores us; 
the God who brings us home. This is the God who is with us 
and reigns over our hearts and lives. 

 

Jim and Carol Adams invite you to visit their 
model railroad on Sunday, November 6, 

2022.  The trains will be running from 1 PM to 5 
PM.  Their home address is: 

 20 Northridge Dr. West, Mohnton. 
PH: 610-777-3764 

 

Always thankful 

Martin Rinkart, a German Lutheran minister, wrote the 
hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” in 1636. At the 

time, the Thirty Years’ War was ravaging central 
Europe, claiming millions of lives. Rinkart served as 

pastor in Eilenburg, a walled town that became a 
crowded refuge for starving fugitives. Although Rinkart 

was struggling to provide for his own family, he 
opened his own home to people in need. 

 
After the plague entered Eilenburg, Rinkart conducted 

up to 50 funerals a day — including services for his 
wife and the only other two pastors in town. Amid the 
despair, he wrote many hymns, including “Now Thank 
We All Our God.” Originally intended as a table prayer, 

it’s now sung at Thanksgiving to remember God’s 
“countless gifts of love” — even during hardships. 

[from https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/content/search?term=thankful] 
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It’s time again to resume our Calvary / West 
Lawn recreational bowling league. 

Starting Tuesday Nov 8th at 6:10PM sharp, at 
Berks Lanes, every Tuesday thru mid-May, 
A small group of us bowl, ‘for fun only’, 3 

games. Cost this year $14.70 (shoes extra ). 
Any age, any ability, join the small but 

enthusiastic group for  
enjoyment and comradery. 

We have 6 regulars and can take up to 12 on 
the 2 lanes we are given. So, come out 

whenever you need an excuse to get out of the 
house and join us. 

Questions? Call Bruce Morton (484-794-0744). 
 


