
  

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540               Oct. 16th, 2002 – Oct. 22nd, 2022 

 

Sunday, October 16th, 2022 
 

Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 
 

9:00AM 
Sunday school for all ages 

 

10:30 AM  
In-house & Livestream Worship  

 

Lay Worship Leader: Shannon McBride 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 

SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 
CLICK HERE 

Connect with God.  Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 

Lead Us On 
Scripture: Judges 4:1-7 

10/09/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie 

There’s a saying, “insanity is doing the same thing over and over and expecting 

different results.” There’s no better case study on a people who are learning to be 

God’s people than the book of Judges. It exemplifies the definition of insanity, doing 

the same thing over and over and expecting different results. We hear it in the first 

verse of our scripture, “The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the 

Lord” (Judges 4:1). The book of Judges recounts Israel’s story between the death 

of Joshua and the birth of Samuel. With Joshua, who was directly anointed by 

Moses, the Israelites were obedient and faithful; thus, they received blessing upon 

blessing from God. Everything changed when Joshua died and the repeated cycle 

begins: the Israelites drift away from God and worship other gods; God turns Israel 

over to an enemy that oppresses them; Israel cries out for help; the Lord raises up 

a judge who saves Israel; the Hebrew nation enjoys a time of peace; and the 

Israelites backslide again. We watch the downward spiral of a people living in the 

Promised Land. 

Upon Joshua’s death, Israel operated under a model where there were local elders 

and judges that led each of the twelve tribes. The judges were raised up by the 

Lord, identified by their anointing of the Spirit. They were charismatic leaders whose 

authority came from the Spirit. While the primary responsibility of the judges was 

maintaining justice and righteousness within the land of the tribes, the judges were 

also charged with protecting and saving Israel from their enemies and oppressors. 

This is where we meet Deborah, in the Israelite’s cycle of rebellion. God responds 

to the cries of the Israelites, raising up a female deliverer. Deborah is a prophet, 

already serving as a judge in the region of Ephraim. 

At this point, Israel is living under the oppressive rule of the Canaanite king, Jabin 

of Hazor. His military leader is Sisera, and the Israelites live in fear of his heavily 

armored army, hosting nine hundred chariots of iron. Deborah summons Barak and 

commissions him by the commandment of the Lord to attack King Jabin. She has 

all the details, including the place to encamp, the number of soldiers to recruit, the 

tribes to engage, and the exact location of the battle. Even though the Lord 

guarantees victory, Barak hesitates to obey. Barak adds a condition; he’ll only go if 

Deborah goes. Deborah doesn’t just agree to go with him; she asserts that the 

victory will be from the hand of a woman! 

We shouldn’t be surprised here. Moses didn’t make it into the Promised Land 

because he didn’t do exactly as the Lord commanded. He struck the rock with his 

staff instead of speaking to it. Faithful obedience is very much a must for God.  

~Sermon cont’d on pg. 3 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 –  Jen Myers 
 51 Guigley Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

17 –  Clarence Trupe 
 212 Barrington Dr. 

Shillington, PA 19607 
 

18 –  Allen Stalnecker 
 9 Overview Ct. 

Shillington, PA 19607 
 

19 –  Jim Adams 
 20 Northridge Dr. West 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

19 –  Tyson Wocklish 
 1899 Robinhill Ct.  

Tucker, GA  30084 

 

20 –  Ella Holmes 
 608 Wolfe Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

21 –  Marion Loesch 
Phoebe Berks Healthcare 
1 Reading Dr., Rm. 230 
Wernersville, PA 19565 
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On Sunday, October 30th, Calvary will observe All-

Saints Sunday. During the 10:30AM in-person, 

livestream service, we will be remembering all our 

church members & loved ones who passed away 

during the last year and are now living their life 

eternal with Christ. 
 

Please let us know the name(s) of loved ones you would like to be 

included in the list of those being memorialized.  During a particular 

time in the service, his/her name will be read aloud, and a bell would 

be sounded in his/her memory.   
 

If you so desire, we would greatly appreciate you sending a photo of 

that special person.  We will display the picture during the service at 

the time your loved one’s name is read aloud.  If you would like, please 

also send to us a short statement about his/her life. (The photos and 

statement may be emailed to me at 

administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net or mailed to the church at 1 W. 

Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540, Attn: Janet.)  To prepare for 

the service in a timely manner, please submit the photo and information 

on or before Monday, October 24th.  Thank you in advance for your 

assistance in helping to make the service memorable. 
 

All-Saints Sunday service is a meaningful way of remembering those 

saints from Calvary Church and all those who have touched our lives 

who now dwell with our Lord in the Church Triumphant.  If you submit 

name/photo/statement, we would be honored if you and your family 

members/friends could be present with us, either online or in person, 

for this important time of remembrance.  Kindly pass this information 

along to your other family members, as well as those who had a 

significant relationship with your loved one.   
 

Planning for the Wyomissing Valley Preschool 

 Christmas Shop 
 

Preschoolers attending WVP will have the opportunity to 
shop for Christmas gifts for their family members on  

December 6th & 7th in our Social Hall. (Set-up – Dec. 5th; 
Clean-up - Dec. 8th) 

 

DONATIONS REQUESTED! 
 

Christmas wrapping paper, gift bags, bows, and self-adhesive 
gift tags.  

New or gently used small gift items 
Knitted or crocheted scarves, potholders, tea cozies, 

coasters, etc.  
 

Please bring your donations to the church and place them in 
the large tote bin located in the Gathering Area.   

 

Many thanks for your loving generosity and support of our 
preschool children. 

 

From scarcity to abundance 

Author Parker Palmer recounted being stuck 
on a storm-grounded airplane for hours. 
Though it was lunchtime, meals weren’t 
available, and passengers grew irritable. One 
flight attendant apologized for the delay, 
expressing empathy for people’s stress, and 
then passed around two breadbaskets, 
asking everyone to contribute something. 
 

“Some of you brought snacks to tide you over, 
and some of you have a few LifeSavers or 
chewing gum,” she said. “And if you don’t 
have anything edible, you have a picture of 
your children or spouse … or a bookmark or a 
business card.” Then, she said, “we’ll pass the 
baskets around again, and everyone can take 
out what they need.” 
 

Complaints soon ceased, Palmer recalled, as 
passengers searched for items and stopped 
focusing on themselves. The plane became a 
community of sharing as scarcity and 
deprivation transformed into abundance and 
joy. 
[from Churchart.com/subscriber/content] 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~Sermon cont’d from pg. 1 
 

Here, Barak’s refusal to follow the command of God demonstrates the weakness of his faith. The Israelite people are suffering, and Sisera’s 

powerful army, all 900 chariots of iron, looms. God has a plan, so sneaky no one can imagine! 

Deborah accompanies Barak to the encampment at Mount Tabor, and Sisera’s army learns of his location. As they near, Deborah commands 

Barak, “Get up! This is the day that the Lord has handed Sisera over to you” (4:14). The Israelite army has the strategic position on top of 

the mountain. As Sisera advances, they descend upon the chariots, scattering them in all directions. It’s chaos, and the entire army is killed. 

Their victory is so swift that Sisera flees by foot. Israel remains in jeopardy unless Sisera is destroyed, so Barak pursues him. 

Meanwhile, Sisera takes refuge in the tent of Heber the Kenite, an ally. When Sisera arrives, Jael, Heber’s wife, greets him with assurance, 

“have no fear” (4:18). She invites him into her tent and covers him with a rug. She responds to his request for water by giving him milk to 

drink. Sisera, exhausted from battle, falls asleep with Jael standing guard at the entrance of the tent. Jael acts swiftly. She takes a tent peg 

and hammer and drives the stake into Sisera’s temple until it wedges itself into the ground. When Barak arrives in pursuit of Sisera, Jael 

hands over the dead Sisera. Deborah had prophesied perfectly; the glory of killing Sisera is given to a woman, Jael! As is common, the 

prophetess praises God in a victory song and concludes with a prayer, “So may all your enemies perish, O Eternal One. But may those who 

love You be like the sun, rising and going forth with power” (5:31, The Voice). Peace prevails once again in the Promised Land, but not for 

long. 

Let me tell you. The story of Deborah is a tame story in Judges. It gets really ugly! It gets so ugly that I am certain many of you have never 

heard some of the stories. The violence, especially against women, is atrocious. Some people are shocked to discover such horrible stories 

in the Bible. The Bible is a story of humankind and our relationship with our Creator God. It’s a story of human frailty and brokenness 

connected with God’s story of mercy and love and how God sustains and nurtures life regardless of just how awful humanity is. There are 

lots of sayings about hitting rock bottom; much of what occurs in Judges speaks to such a state. Judges ends with, “In those days there was 

no king in Israel; all the people did what was right in their own eyes” (Judges 21:25).  The book of Judges reminds us of how ugly humankind 

can be; and it demonstrates the redemptive love of a God who is slow to anger, merciful, and steadfast in grace. The Hebrew People 

experienced God’s story of redemption repeatedly at their very worst. It’s a powerful narrative that leads them on. 

There’s a reason why the saying, “insanity is doing the same thing over and over and expecting different results,” is so popular. It’s the story 

of humanity. It seems this quote originated in one of the twelve-step communities of people struggling with addictions 

(https://quoteinvestigator.com/2017/03/23/same/). The infamous 12 step program is designed to break the cyclical patterns of addiction by 

weaving together spiritual growth, peer support, and abstinence. These steps begin with admitting the need for help, surrendering control, 

accepting help, examining one’s flaws, and trying to make amends for past mistakes. The human story is tied to patterns of human frailty 

and suffering that bring us to our knees…when we alone cannot bear or overcome the pain. Like the book of Judges reveals, at our worst, 

we discover the God-side of the story. This is when we write our narrative, when suddenly the footprints in the sand make sense. 

Just like Deborah, who sings about God’s victory for her people, Thomas Andrew Dorsey shares his narrative, the God-story in his 

deepest grief and despair: 

Precious Lord, take my hand, 

lead me on, let me stand, 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 

Through the storm, through the night, 

lead me on to the light: 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

There’s a story behind these lyrics. In his article about the history of this hymn, Precious Lord, Take My Hand, C. Michael Hawn shares 

Dorsey’s tragic story that inspired this hymn (https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-precious-lord-take-my-hand): 

“Back in 1932 I was 32 years old and a fairly new husband. My wife, Nettie and I were living in a little apartment on Chicago’s Southside. 

One hot August afternoon I had to go to St. Louis, where I was to be the featured soloist at a large revival meeting. I didn’t want to go. 

Nettie was in the last month of pregnancy with our first child. But a lot of people were expecting me in St. Louis. . . . 

                                ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 4 
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https://quoteinvestigator.com/2017/03/23/same/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-precious-lord-take-my-hand


~Sermon cont’d from pg. 3 
 

“. . . In the steaming St. Louis heat, the crowd called on me to sing again and again. When I finally sat down, a messenger 
boy ran up with a Western Union telegram. I ripped open the envelope. Pasted on the yellow sheet were the words: YOUR 
WIFE JUST DIED. . . . 
 

“When I got back, I learned that Nettie had given birth to a boy. I swung between grief and joy. Yet that night, the baby died. 
I buried Nettie and our little boy together, in the same casket. Then I fell apart. For days I closeted myself. I felt that God had 
done me an injustice. I didn’t want to serve Him anymore or write gospel songs. I just wanted to go back to that jazz world I 
once knew so well. . . 
 

“But still I was lost in grief. Everyone was kind to me, especially a friend, Professor Frye, who seemed to know what I needed. 
On the following Saturday evening he took me up to Malone’s Poro College, a neighborhood music school. It was quiet; 
evening sun crept through the curtained windows. I sat down at the piano, and my hands began to browse over the keys.” 
 

Using an old pentatonic melody from his Sunday School days, Dorsey arranged this tune and added his own narrative that 
resonates with so many of us, Precious Lord, Take Me Home. At the end of our rope, all tired, weak, and worn, we surrender 
to Christ. There’s darkness and storm, and we are lost. Our suffering soul reaches out and cries, “Take my hand, Precious 
Lord, lead me home.” And the stanzas that follow tell the story…of a redemptive journey of healing and grace, only possible 
hand-in-hand with Christ.  
 

In a powerful rendition of Dorsey’s hymn, Jennifer Hudson sings: 
I wanna say it one more time 
For the broken hearts 
I want you to take my hand 
Lord, lead me on, oh 
'Cause we got to stay 
Lord knows I get tired 
Lord knows I get weary 
Lord, every day 
 

Every day, I want, but oh, Jesus 
Through the storm, ooh 
 

Lord, I need you 
Hold my hand 
'Cause you are precious Lord, ooh, ooh 
Precious Lord, ooh 
Lead us on 
 

When it comes time to make that choice - to choose whom you will serve - it’s in your narrative that you’ll discover the 
depths of your faith. What’s your God-story that in your trauma, in your sorrow, in a long healing, in the depths of your worst 
self gives you hope, where Christ takes your hand and leads you on?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get ready for a delicious meal …and a night without cooking! 
 

WHAT:     ½ BBQ Chicken, Potato, Roll & Applesauce for $10/pp 
 

WHEN:     Tuesday, October 18th from 2 – 6PM  (or until the supply lasts) 
 

WHERE:   Walgreen Parking Lot/Shillington 
 

WHY:         Support the Good Shepherd  Mission in Puttur, South India 
 

HOW:       Tickets will be on sale again in the Gathering Area this Sunday, Oct. 16th or call 
 Jen Raszkiewicz at 484-529-6850. 

 

Sponsored by the GSM Foundation. ~4~ 



 
 
 

100% Fruit Juice • Spam • Instant mashed potatoes • Mac and cheese • Canned 

Ravioli •  Elbow pasta • Spaghetti noodles • Canned chicken breast and salmon • 

Kleenex • Peanut butter • Dish scrubbies • Dish washing liquid • Deodorant • 

Hand soap • Body wash • Q tips • Cotton balls • Band-Aids • New washcloths.  

dish towels and hand towels • Mouthwash • dental floss • AA batteries • Shampoo 

•Lg. gallon Ziploc bags •Men's deodorant, body wash and shampoo • Canned 
peas, green beans, corn, mixed vegetables, beets, carrots and diced tomatoes 

 

THIS Saturday, October 15th, from 9-11:30AM lots of volunteers 
needed.  Clients will be receiving hats, gloves, scarves, etc., as well as an 
extra bag of goodies to celebrate the Mifflin Food Ministry’s 20th Anniversary! 

 

We are already preparing for Thanksgiving dinner meals to be assembled and are in 
GREAT NEED OF CANNED VEGETABLES!  We will use about 1000 cans.  Yes, 
that’s 3 zeros after the one, not a typo, and that doesn’t include 125 cans of yams! 

Food pantry help needed on Monday, November 14th for the Grocery Outlet pickup. 

Wed., Nov. 16th, Thurs. 17th, and Fri 18th come to Zion ECC 8:30am various jobs. 
Sat., Nov. 19th is the food distribution day for November.  

Lots of help and donations needed October, November, December.  These are our 3 busiest months of the 
year! 

 
The November/December Upper Room devotional booklets are now 
available in the Gathering Area, as well as in the brown bench just outside 
the side entrance of the church. 
 

 
 

Set your clocks back one hour 
before you go to bed on Nov. 
5th.  Daylight Savings Time ends 
on Sunday, Nov. 6th. 
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