
  

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540                 Oct. 9th, 2002 – Oct. 16th, 2022 

 

Sunday, October 9th, 2022 
 

Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 
 

10:30 AM  
In-house & Livestream Worship  

 

Lay Worship Leader: Sandy Graffius 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 

SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 
CLICK HERE 

Connect with God.  Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 

People Learning 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 10:12-13, 17-21 

10/02/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie 

As I was growing up, I identified simply as an American. The reality is I am a 

blend of many ethnicities: Compeau - French Canadian; Cornell - British; 

Hutton - British; and Fox, my maiden name, is an interesting story. When I was 

young, my dad said that we were German. Later, a distant relative researched 

the family line, and we discovered that we are actually Irish. We laughed about 

it, but it didn’t really change anything. There was nothing about my life - 

traditions or culture or language - that changed with this new identity. We were 

just a white American family. It wasn’t until I met Yaya, my Haitian friend, that 

even this was redefined. Yaya challenged me when I referred to myself as 

American. He explained that America refers to many continents: North 

America, Central America, Latin America, and South America - all of which 

include many different countries. I am a citizen of the United States, and all of 

my ancestors immigrated to this land by choice. My ethnicity may better be 

described as a European American living on the lands once inhabited by the 

native people called Lenape. 

All our families have unique stories, and our ethnic and national identities are 

a vital piece of who we are. Ethnic backgrounds often define a person’s  

language, food, religion, values, and traditions. This is the starting place for a person’s worldview and especially how they 
nurture relationships. As we nurture relationships across cultures, it’s vital for us to develop our personal ethnic identity 
and also expand our intercultural competency in learning and honoring different cultures, including the history and 
experiences of various peoples. According to Monash University, “lntercultural competence is the ability to function 
effectively across cultures, to think and act appropriately, and to communicate and work with people from different cultural 
backgrounds – at home or abroad” (https://www.commisceo-global.com/blog/10-definitions-of-intercultural-competence). 
I like to call it “people learning.” 
 

I encourage the development of intercultural competence not just because it’s a kind or interesting thing to do. As a 
Christian, we are called to do “exactly as the Lord commands” (Deuteronomy 10:5). This is a Biblical commandment from 
God, given to the Hebrew nation as they received the second stone tablets on which God carved the ten commandments. 
Having been forgiven and redeemed by God for making the golden calf, Moses said to the people, “So now, O Israel, 
what does the Lord your God require of you? Only to [revere] the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to 
serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments of the Lord your God 
and his decrees that I am commanding you today…” (Deuteronomy 10:12-13). Revere, walk in the way of God, love God, 
serve God, and honor the law - these are all relational actions to be done with all your heart and being. Moses further 
explains that they are loving and serving a “great God” who is not partial, who does not favor the rich and powerful, who 
extends justice to the poor and excluded, and who loves strangers. This commandment is given: “You should also love 
the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 10:19). God expects God’s people to do as God 
does and exactly as the Lord commands.              ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 3 
 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/
https://www.commisceo-global.com/blog/10-definitions-of-intercultural-competence


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

09 –  Pat Wooddell 
 149 Jo Lee Drive 

Middletown, PA  17057 
 

10 –  Denise Wagner 
 70 Carriage Cir. 

Oley, PA 19547 
 

10 –  Sydney Wagner 
 535 Chestnut St. 

W. Reading, PA 19611 
 

11 –  Luke Wagner 
 70 Carriage Cir. 

Oley, PA 19547 
 

11 –  Megan Miller 
 544 Mohns Hill Rd. 

Sinking Spr., PA  19608 
 

13 – Cathy Benene 
 31 Muirfield Dr. 

Reading, PA  19607 
 

14 –  Sue Werner 
 385 Blimline Rd. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

14 –  Janet Reppert 
 308 Maplewood Ave. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 

 

Pastor Matthew is requesting donations of 
individually wrapped morning snacks & drinks for 
Sunday school (e.g., granola/breakfast bars, rice 
crispy treats, mini muffin packets, pretzels, Capri Sun 
juice boxes/pouches, etc.) 
Please no chips, Doritos, etc. 
Please place your donations outside Pastor 
Matthew’s office door in the 1st floor main hallway of 
the church.   
 

Thank you to all those who have already made 
generous donations. 

~2~ 

 

On Sunday, October 30th, Calvary will observe All-Saints 

Sunday. During the 10:30AM in-person, livestream service, 

we will be remembering all our church members & loved 

ones who passed away during the last year and are now 

living their life eternal with Christ. 
 

Please let us know the name(s) of loved ones you would like 

to be included in the list of those being memorialized.  

During a particular time in the service, his/her name will be 

read aloud, and a bell would be sounded in his/her memory.   
 

If you so desire, we would greatly appreciate you sending a 

photo of that special person.  We will display the picture 

during the services at the time your loved one’s name is 

read aloud.  If you would like, please also send to us a short 

statement about his/her life. (The photos and statement 

may be emailed to me at 

administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net or mailed to the 

church at 1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540, Attn: 

Janet.)  To prepare for the service in a timely manner, 

please submit the photo and information on or before 

Monday, October 24th.  Thank you in advance for your 

assistance in helping to make the service memorable. 
 

All-Saints Sunday service is a meaningful way of 

remembering those saints from Calvary Church and all 

those who have touched our lives who now dwell with our 

Lord in the Church Triumphant.  If you submit 

name/photo/statement, we would be honored if you and 

your family members/friends could be present with us, either 

online or in person, for this important time of remembrance.  

Kindly pass this information along to your other family 

members, as well as those who had a significant 

relationship with your loved one.   
 

Planning for the Preschool 
 CHRISTMAS SHOP 

 

Preschoolers attending WVP will have the 
opportunity to shop for Christmas gifts for their 

family members on  
December 6th & 7th in our Social Hall. 
(Set-up – Dec. 5th; Clean-up - Dec. 8th) 

 

DONATIONS REQUESTED! 
 

Christmas wrapping paper, gift bags, bows, and 
self-adhesive gift tags. 

 

New or gently used small gift items 
 

Knitted or crocheted scarves, potholders, tea 
cozies, coasters, etc. 

 

Please bring your donations to the church and 
place them in the large tote bin located in the 

Gathering Area.   
 

Many thanks for your loving generosity and 
support of our preschool children. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~Sermon cont’d from pg. 3 

~Sermon cont’d from pg. 1 
 

This commandment of God is expressed out of the lived experience of the Hebrew nation. They were refugees in Egypt. If you 

remember, Joseph had been sold into slavery by his brothers. He became a revered prophet and leader in Egypt, especially as 

he predicted a famine and organized the storage of grain to sustain the people. His Israelite family heard that Egypt had food 

and came seeking assistance. Joseph responded compassionately, offering them food, and then the Pharaoh welcomed them 

to live there. As a result, the Hebrew people fled their land and took refuge in Egypt. Generations later, the Pharaoh despised 

their people and enslaved them. They became an oppressed, suffering people in a strange land. The Israelites know what it is 

like to be refugees, to live as strangers in a strange land, to be both welcomed and oppressed, and to be liberated by God’s 

mercy. At the very core of God’s law, God’s people are expected to love strangers, love foreigners, love immigrants, love your 

neighbor (whatever way you want to express it) and to provide them with food and clothing. This is an integral, defining 

experience of God’s people and their relationship with God. Thus, loving strangers is essential to faithfully living out God’s law, 

exactly as the Lord commands. 

As we gather to celebrate Worldwide Communion, it is an opportune time to explore this core commandment of God that is a 

part of our faith tradition. During worldwide communion we celebrate the global reach of the good news, recognizing that on 

this day, Christians around the world are feasting together as God’s people, unified in Christ and our shared mission of loving 

God and loving our neighbor. Let us also recognize the worldwide communion that happens right here in our community every 

day. We don’t have to walk far to encounter God’s glorious diversity, a multitude of nations. Do you know that 67% of the 

people who call Reading home are Latino? It is the number one city in the Northeast to have this constituency! In Mohnton, 

recent demographics show that the white population is declining, and the Latino population has increased to 14%. We serve a 

community that is changing. If we are to foster healthy, intimate connections with everyone in our community, then we are 

responsible for “people learning.” 

Our country is also celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month right now, between September 15th and October 15th. The start date 

is significant, because it marks the independence of five Hispanic countries (Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, 

and Honduras), all of which occurred in 1821. It just so happens that Mexico’s Independence Day is September 16th; Chile 

declared independence on September 18th; on the 21st, Belize celebrates their independence; and finally, Puerto Rico’s 

Independence Day is on September 23rd (“The History Behind Hispanic Heritage Month,” 
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/a33636920/what-is-hispanic-heritage-month/#:~:text=What%20is%20the%20history%20of,it%20into%20Hispanic%20Heritage%20Month.)! In 

celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, I have been “people learning.” 

What’s the difference between Hispanic and Latino? 

Sometimes we use the terms Hispanic and Latino interchangeably, but they have different meanings. Hispanic refers to people 

who speak Spanish or are descendants from Spanish speaking populations, including people from or descended from Spain. 

Latino is an identity based on geography, referring to people who are from or descended from people from a Latin American 

country, such as Mexico, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Cuba, French-speaking Caribbean nations, Central or South 

America. The reality is that all of these terms are human made attempts to categorize people. Race is a social construct. As a 

result, no label fits a person perfectly. Whenever we wonder about a person’s ethnicity, the best option is to simply ask the 

person to define their ethnic identity https://www.oprahdaily.com/life/a33395013/latino-vs-hispanic-

meaning/#:~:text=%22To%20be%20considered%20Latina%2FLatino,as%20in%20Puerto%20Rico's%20case%2C).  

What do we know about the Latino population that resides in Reading? 

I was excited to discover a writing project conducted by students at Penn State University called (Re)Writing Local Histories. In 

the project titled “Hispanic Histories in Reading and Berks: A Glimpse into the Community,” students interviewed local Latino 

people “to tell stories that have gone unheard while learning about the Latino community” 

(https://sites.psu.edu/localhistories/hispanic-histories/). Here are a few interesting snippets I learned through the stories of 

three people: 

One of the habits we have when labeling people according to their ethnicity is to place them into this large group, like Hispanic 

or Asian or Native American.                             ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 4 
~3~ 

https://www.oprahdaily.com/life/a33395013/latino-vs-hispanic-meaning/#:~:text=%22To%20be%20considered%20Latina%2FLatino,as%20in%20Puerto%20Rico's%20case%2C
https://www.oprahdaily.com/life/a33395013/latino-vs-hispanic-meaning/#:~:text=%22To%20be%20considered%20Latina%2FLatino,as%20in%20Puerto%20Rico's%20case%2C


 

In doing so, we lose sight of the enormous diversity even within that group. According to Isabel Monterrosa, “Berks County 

has a diverse Latino community, but Isabel believes some people have knowledge of the various groups and some do not. 

The people of Berks County have more knowledge of Puerto Ricans than they do of the immigrants coming into the area. 

Isabel believes it is important to learn about all communities” (Naiberk, Amanda & Baer, Courtney, https://sites.psu.edu/localhistories/hispanic-histories/isabel-

virginia-monterrosa/). 

In Shannauer’s interview with Felix Alfonso (Poncho) Peña, Poncho “explains that his “people” (his family) had been living in 
the geographic location that is now the United States for a long time. “People often ask, ‘When did your people come to the 
United States? ’Well, we didn’t, the United States came to us,” he says. Modern Americans tend to forget that part of what is 

now the U.S. used to belong to the Mexican people until the Treaty of Guadalupe.” Many of the Latino population that live in 
the Reading area originally settled here for agricultural work as seasonal and part-time laborers. They arrived poorly educated, 
and because they did not have full-time work, they were poor. In Poncho’s lifetime, he has seen “a tremendous, tremendous 
sea change” in Reading. There has been a movement to full-time positions and the children are attending school through 
college ( https://sites.psu.edu/localhistories/hispanic-histories/felix-alfonso-poncho-pena/). 
 
Cahill and Citrullo interviewed Guadalupe Rivera, who is the daughter of two first-generation immigrants. Cahill and Citrullo 
wrote, “Guadalupe explained to us that Latino immigrants are very different compared to other immigrant groups. She believes 
that what the mainstream population needs to understand is that Latinos are a relatively recent group, as a whole. They know 
that they need to learn English and need to assimilate, but they are also very proud of their heritages. She believes that her 
generation is responsible for getting the general Latino population to their potential. They have the right to preserve their 
culture in the United States” (https://sites.psu.edu/localhistories/hispanic-histories/guadalupe-rivera/). 
 
God commands the Israelites to love strangers because they were once refugees in Egypt who became oppressed. It’s 
important that we remember our roots and our stories. My family were all at one time immigrants in this land, strangers. The 
human story, at its very core, is shared among us all. We are a people learning to be God’s people, and that includes learning 
about all of God’s people and loving one another. Poncho says, “learning about our fellow human beings ‘breaks down 
barriers’” (https://sites.psu.edu/localhistories/hispanic-histories/felix-alfonso-poncho-pena/). I invite you to join the rest of our 
country in exploring the history, language, and culture of our Latino brothers and sisters - or as I like to call it, “people learning”: 

• Read books by Hispanic authors 

• Patronize Hispanic businesses 

• Attend cultural events 

• Volunteer with Hispanic led organizations 

• Extend a heart of hospitality, welcoming all people as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get ready for a delicious meal 
…and a night without cooking! 

 
WHAT:     ½ BBQ Chicken, Potato, Roll &  
       Applesauce for $10/pp 
 

WHEN:     Tuesday, October 18th from 2 – 6PM   
(or until the supply lasts) 

 
 

WHERE:   Walgreen Parking Lot/Shillington 
 

WHY:        Support the Good Shepherd Mission in Puttur, South India 
 

HOW:        Tickets will be on sale in the Gathering Area on Sundays,  
Oct. 9th & 16th or call Jen Raszkiewicz at 484-529-6850. 

 

Sponsored by the GSM Foundation. 

https://sites.psu.edu/localhistories/hispanic-histories/isabel-virginia-monterrosa/
https://sites.psu.edu/localhistories/hispanic-histories/isabel-virginia-monterrosa/
https://sites.psu.edu/localhistories/hispanic-histories/felix-alfonso-poncho-pena/
https://sites.psu.edu/localhistories/hispanic-histories/guadalupe-rivera/

