
  

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540                    Oct. 2nd, 2002 – Oct. 8th, 2022 

 

Sunday, October 2nd, 2022 

World  
Communion Sunday 

 

Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 
 

10:30 AM  
In-house & Livestream Worship  

 

Lay Worship Leader: Deb Bierly 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 

SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 
CLICK HERE 

Connect with God.  Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 

Every year, on the first Sunday in October, 
Christians around the world celebrate World 
Communion Sunday. It is a day to remember that 
Christ is the Head of the Church and that all 
Christian churches, of any denomination, that 
promote Christian unity are one in God’s Spirit.  

 

Recognizing that this is also National Hispanic Heritage Month (9/15 – 
10/15), we have an opportunity remember our oneness and 
commitment, as Christians, to love and care for all God’s people, 
especially in their time of need.   
 

As a very urgent and important act of support for our global 
Hispanic/Latino brothers and sisters, Calvary members and friends are 
asked to prayerfully consider contributing to the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR). Five years after living through the 
destructive forces of Hurricane Maria, Puerto Rico and the Dominican 
Republic have been hit by Hurricane Fiona, sustaining catastrophic 
damage and the loss of electricity to millions of homes, hospitals, 
schools, and businesses. Once again, they must find the strength, 
courage, and resources to endure a massive and lengthy clean-up 
effort.   
 

Immeasurable 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
09/25/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie 

In today’s world we often measure success with numbers that 
tell us the health and status of our lives. As part of my health 
insurance plan, I am rewarded if I take an annual blood 
screening and report patterns of healthy living, like how many 
times I exercise and how many servings of fruits and 
vegetables I consume. This data is considered a predictor for 
what my health costs might be for the year. Nowhere in this 
data does it consider the “me” and what I am living down 
deep.  
       ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 2 

 If you would like to partner with UMCOR in providing hurricane relief, please use the    
    following link to send a direct donation: CLICK HERE 
 

    For more information about Hispanic/Latino events taking place in and around Berks County CLICK HERE. 

 

Happiness is like manna; it is to 
be gathered in grains and enjoyed 
every day. It will not keep; it 
cannot be accumulated; nor have 
we got to go out of ourselves or 
into remote places to gather it, 
since it is rained down from 
heaven, at our very doors. 

—Tryon Edwards 

 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Engage_20220921%20(1)&utm_content=&spMailingID=8719328&spUserID=MTA1ODg1MzE4MzIwS0&spJobID=1580575832&spReportId=MTU4MDU3NTgzMgS2
https://www.readingeagle.com/2022/09/17/series-of-events-set-to-commemorate-hispanic-heritage-month-in-reading-and-berks-county/#:~:text=Upcoming%20events%201%20%20Sept.%2024%2C%2012-7%20p.m.%2C,de%20La%20Amistad%2C%2025%20N.%20...%20More%20items


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02 -  Tyler Brumbach 
 18 Bare Avenue 
 Reading, PA  19607 
 
03 –  Jerry Kinsel 
 20 Matthew Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA 19608 
 

07 –  Jody Wagner 
 535 Chestnut St. 

West Reading, PA 19611 
 

08 –  Audrey Kinsel 
 20 Matthew Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA 19608 

SUNDAY SCHOOL for all ages 
9:00 – 10:00AM 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 Facilitator: Dr. Michelle Daniels 

Meeting in-person (Chapel Library) & via  
the worship ZOOM link 

Teaching from the NIV Standard Lesson Annual, the lessons 
will be divided into 4 sections: God's Exceptional Choice; From 
Darkness to Light; Jesus Calls Us and The Righteous Reign of 
God  

 

All are welcome to attend! 
 

CHILDREN (K-4th grade) 
& YOUTH (5th grade & up) 
Lower Level/Social Hall 
Deep Blue is a curriculum that focuses on living 
life faithfully and connecting  

with God and each other. Utilizing Bible stories, stories about 
faith leaders, and spiritual practices, children will be 
empowered to take part in God's great story!   

  

NURSERY (Infant – Preschool) 
2nd floor nursery, the top of the main stairway. 

Bible story, craft, snack & playtime. 

Click Here 

Pastor Matthew is requesting donations of 
individually wrapped morning snacks & drinks 

for Sunday school (e.g., granola/breakfast 
bars, rice crispy treats, mini muffin packets, 

pretzels, Capri Sun juice boxes/pouches, etc.) 
Please no chips, Doritos, etc. 

Please place your donations outside Pastor 
Matthew’s office door in the 1st floor main 

hallway of the church. 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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It doesn’t know about having two kids in 

college or the health needs of my family. It 

can’t account for a person’s work 

environment or financial status or the safety 

a person experiences in their home or 

neighborhood. I think about the families in 

Flint, Michigan or Jackson, Mississippi 

where their water is undrinkable and the 

impact that has on their bodies and spirits. 

Our culture likes numbers; we consider 

statistics valid proof and predictors. 

Success is calculated and enumerated - 

using measurable goals and checklists, 

dependent on the size of a growing 

retirement account, credit scores, college 

degrees, your zip code, or how many 

followers you have on social media. God 

speaks a different language. 

God’s promises are immeasurable… 

• “Go…to the land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing…and in you, all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:1-3). 
Immeasurable. 

• “God brought Abraham outside and said, ‘Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’ 
Then God said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be’” (Genesis 15:5). Immeasurable. 

• Jesus explains, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life, and 
does not come under judgment, but has passed from death to life” (John 5:24). Immeasurable.          ~ cont’d pg. 3 

 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09#success


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~Sermon cont’d from pg. 2 
 

Thus, God measures success differently, always in terms of the relationship we have with God. For God, faith alone is choosing 

life. As Joshua later asserts to the Israelites once they have received the gift of Abraham’s promise, “Choose you this day [and 

everyday] whom you will serve.” Our faithful response to God is a choice every day. 

All of this has me thinking about Moses. The Moses. Deuteronomy concludes with the greatest praise of Moses, “Never since 

has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face. He was unequaled for all the signs and 

wonders that the Lord sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in 

the sight of all Israel” (10-12). And yet, God refuses Moses (and Aaron) entrance into the Promised Land. There isn’t a better 

story for exploring the idea of success!  

I went back to the moment when God called Moses, because I wanted clarification around how to measure Moses’ success. 

This is what God requests of Moses: “The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress 

them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt” (Exodus 3:10). Essentially, God 

contracts Moses to get the Israelites so God can set them free. The contract is even negotiable. Moses gets a staff (and a pretty 

cool one that turns into a snake); his hand switches from being leprous to healed; he has the ability to turn water into blood. With 

these signs, Moses proves that God is with him. When he argues that he has a speech impediment, he gets a sidekick; God 

partners him with his brother Aaron. Moses is equipped with all the classic hero powers and weapons, everything he needs to 

accomplish God’s mission — to liberate God’s people. As I see it, Moses fulfills God’s mission, following the commands of God 

through nine (nine!) crazy plagues and standing between a furious Pharaoh and an impatient, suffering people. We’re talking 

intense levels of negotiation. As God parts the Red Sea, Moses leads the Israelites to freedom. Mission accomplished. Can we 

at least acknowledge here that this is a job well done? Most of us would consider this a lifetime achievement! 

Apparently, Moses gets a promotion, meaning, his job description is expanded. Moses now spends forty years wandering in the 

wilderness with God’s people. God says - liberate my people - and forgets to mention the long, arduous journey that follows. In 

all those forty years, Moses does not accrue a bonus of any sort - no paid time off, bigger tent, fancier clothes, personal chef, or 

well-deserved long retirement. Instead, Moses endures the heartache of mediator in the messy expectations of promises 

between God and God’s people. It is so difficult that he eventually negotiates better working conditions, pleading with God for 

assistance. Moses even goes head-to-head with God to hold him to his own promises. After the Israelites rebel because of the 

potential dangers of entering the Promised Land, Moses demands God’s forgiveness, reminding God of his promise to be slow 

to anger and abounding in steadfast love (Numbers 14:17-19). In my mind, Moses exceeds expectations in every way. He serves 

above and beyond.  

In every human measure, Moses is exceptional. We can check off an enormous list of accomplishments and gifts - not to mention 

the awesome “face to face” relationship Moses has with God.  None of these matters in the end, because Moses is only able to 

do all of that because of his faith and obedience to God, which leads us to why Moses isn’t permitted to enter the Promised 

Land. As the Israelites camp on the banks of the Jordan River, awaiting entrance to the Promised Land, God explains to Moses 

why he (and Aaron) will not enter, saying, “…because both of you broke faith with me among the Israelites at the waters of 

Meribath-kadesh in the wilderness of Zin, by failing to maintain my holiness among the Israelites.” Faithfulness to God is 

equivalent to choosing life. 

What happened at the waters of Meribah? It begins with the death of Moses’ sister, Miriam, who throughout their journey in the 

wilderness carries the gift of water, a moving well. As we cannot live without water but for a few days, Miriam, is the life-giver. 

Without Miriam, the Israelites now thirst; thus, the Israelites rebel against God, expressing discontent and anger for their plight. 

God hears their cries and directs Moses and Aaron to take the staff, assemble the people, and command the rock before their 

eyes to yield its water (Numbers 20:8). God promises enough water for the people and their livestock. God promises life 

abundant. Here’s what actually happens. When Moses and Aaron gather the people, Moses says, “Listen, you rebels, shall we 

bring water for you out of this rock?” Then Moses strikes the rock twice with his staff. Water pours out abundantly for all to drink. 

The Israelites are content; problem solved, once again.                           ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 5 
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Resources for Personal or Group Bible 

Study and Life Application Learning for 

All Ages 
 

Calvary UMC subscribes to an online video streaming 
service called Right Now Media.  Their mission is to 
“Work with the global church to inspire people to love 
others before self and Christ above all.”  Their website is 
www.rightnowmedia.org. 
 
This amazing resource for spiritual learning and growth 
offers a large array of online video studies on such 
topics as: 
 

• Books of the Bible Series 

• Popular Christian Living Studies 

• Bible Studies for Women 

• Bible Studies for Men 

• Popular Kid’s Shows 

• Bible Studies for Youth 

• Bible Studies on Marriage 

• Bible Studies on Parenting 

• Series on Apologetics (reasoned arguments in 
justification of something, typically a theory or 
religious doctrine) 

• Doctrine and Theology Series 

• Mission and Outreach Studies 

• Mental Health & Recovery Series 

• Church and Bible History Series 

• Biblical Finance Studies, etc. 
 
Basically, there’s something for everyone!  And because 
Calvary subscribes to Right Now Media, ALL Calvary 
members & friends can, too, for FREE! 
So, if you’ve been thinking about or looking for a subject 
to delve into during your personal or groups 
devotions/study time, this might be the resource for you! 
 
If you are interested in previewing the streaming video 
library, CLICK HERE 
 
If you are interested in having your own personal log-in 
and password to access this wonderful video library, 
please call or email Janet Dearstyne in the church 
office.  (administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net or 610-
777-8441).  You’ll be glad you did! 
 

 

On Sunday, November 6th, All-Saints 
Sunday will be observed at Calvary 
United Methodist Church.  During the 
10:30AM in-person, livestream service, we 
will be remembering all our church 
members & loved ones who passed away 
during the last year and are now living 
their life eternal with Christ. 
 

Please let us know the name(s) of loved 
ones you would like to be included in the 
list of those being memorialized.  During a 
particular time in the service, his/her name 
will be read aloud, and a bell would be 
sounded in his/her memory.   
 

If you so desire, we would greatly 
appreciate you sending a photo of that 
special person.  We will display the picture 
during the services at the time your loved 
one’s name is read aloud.  If you would 
like, please also send to us a short 
statement about his/her life. (The photos 
and statement may be emailed to me at 
administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net or 
mailed to the church at 1 W. Wyomissing 
Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540, Attn: Janet.)  To 
prepare for the service in a timely manner, 
please submit the photo and information 
on or before Monday, October 24th.  
Thank you in advance for your assistance 
in helping to make the service 
memorable. 
 

All-Saints Sunday service is a meaningful 
way of remembering those saints from 
Calvary Church and all those who have 
touched our lives who now dwell with our 
Lord in the Church Triumphant.  If you 
submit name/photo/statement, we would 
be honored if you and your family 
members/friends could be present with us, 
either online or in person, for this 
important time of remembrance.  Kindly 
pass this information along to your other 
family members, as well as those who had 
a significant relationship with your loved 
one.   
 

All are welcome to attend. 
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http://www.rightnowmedia.org/
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/library/default
mailto:administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~Sermon cont’d from pg. 3 

Unfortunately, Moses and Aaron harmed their relationship with God, breaking faith in God. Moses and Aaron take it upon their 

authority and power to get water from the rock. They say to the Israelites that they are going to solve the water problem. 

Remember the staff God gave Moses? That staff is a visible sign of God’s presence with Moses and the Israelites; it is a visible 

sign of God working through Moses for all of God’s people. Moses uses the staff inappropriately: first, claiming his own authority 

and power, though God is fully present and responding to their needs; and secondly, striking the rock when God had instructed 

him to speak to the rock. Aaron and Moses conduct this publicly amidst God’s people. After all this time…the exodus from 

Egypt and all the times God provided water and food throughout the forty years in the wilderness, Moses and Aaron rebel 

against God. They demonstrate a lack of trust and obedience in God, which has been the cornerstone of their relationship from 

the beginning. Trust and obey in God’s commands - that’s been the story of liberation for the Israelites over and over. Here, on 

the banks of the Jordan River, on the very precipice of the Promised Land, Moses and Aaron deny God both. They break faith. 

Have you ever had a week where it seems you get nothing accomplished on your list of to-dos? It’s a week of the unexpected. 

Late night calls from Chicago; sick family members; hospital visits; random community needs; unexpected meetings - the clock 

ticks away and your energy is sapped. Let’s be honest, I like checklists and numbers - exercise for so long, write so many 

pages for a sermon, work designated hours, spend this much at the grocery store, and so forth. These things organize and put 

my life into perspective; they give me a sense of stability, comfort, predictability, and accomplishment. The reality is that it’s a 

false sense of security that leaves little room for our faith and obedience to God who operates beyond the measurable. When 

we’re focused on our numbers, schedules, goals, job descriptions, and lists, then we limit what God can do in our lives and the 

ways that God can work through us. These weeks of the unexpected are usually the most fulfilling, because the only way to 

respond is to let go and let God. If God is immeasurable, then we must live in faith, trusting in the limitless possibilities through 

God. 

God is life; life is God. They are congruent. All that we receive is a gift of life from God; all that we accomplish is through the 

power of God. It’s only when we recognize that we do not live by our power or strength that the extraordinary can occur. To 

whom do we express gratitude? God. To whom do we give glory for who we are and what we do? God. To whom are we 

obedient? God. To whom do we serve? God. Yes, there is nothing we can do to earn God’s love and there’s nothing we can 

do to lose it either. That’s the faith God desires from all of us, our trust in God’s love, providence, and mercy. Because of this 

love and the providence of God, we are free to nurture relationships with others.  

Relationships cannot be measured by numbers, and they’re not located in our bank accounts, and they most certainly don’t fit 

neatly into a schedule. We must be willing to let all that go, to trust in God and obediently respond to the people God puts in 

our way. The gospel of John ends with Peter’s repentance for denying Jesus during his trial. Jesus asks Peter three times, “Do 

you love me?” When Peter exclaims, “Yes, I love you,” three times in response, Jesus gives him these commands: feed my 

lambs; tend my sheep; feed my sheep (John 21:15-17). When we surrender to loving God obediently, then we surrender to 

loving others. We do so with God’s promise of loving us, tending to our needs, and working through us for the greater good of 

the whole, of all God’s people. 

The life of Moses is a powerful witness to the human experience. Success is not measured by  
what we accomplish or acquire or attain. Success does not have a defined end point. The  
purpose of our life is entirely relational and immeasurable in God. We can rest assured  
in the fulfillment of God’s promise of life abundant. Merciful God demonstrates this to  
Moses in a beautiful panoramic view of the Promised Land. Though Moses’ feet will never  
touch the soft earth and his tongue will never taste the harvest and his body will never rest  
in the Israelites’ inherited land, God grants Moses the gift of “seeing” the fulfillment of  
God’s promise to Abraham. The panoramic view affirms the faithfulness of a God who is steadfast, merciful, and life-giving. 
Close your eyes and breathe deeply - God’s promise of life abundant is before you. Let go of your human, earthly-bound 
expectations and discover the immeasurable gift of life in God. Choose life. Choose God. 
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CALVARY’S 2022 CHARGE CONFERENCE will be held 
on Saturday, October 15th at West lawn UMC (15 

Woodside Ave., West Lawn) with an informal 
Continental breakfast beginning at 8:30AM.  All are 

welcome to attend. 

CELEBRATING AN  
UPCOMING BAPTISM 

of 
Lane Alden Shaffer 

Sunday, Oct. 9th, 2022 
   

Long before they met, Tyler and 
Olivia were connected through 
Calvary. Olivia attended Sunday 
services and sang in the choir, 
while Tyler attended Calvary’s 
Wyomissing Valley Preschool.  
Married seven years, they are 
parents to Wade Elliott Shaffer 
(2), and Lane Alden Shaffer (7 

months).  Much like his brother, 
Lane (was/is to be) baptized in 
the creek that flows behind his 
family’s home.  Lane was born 
February 1st of this year at the 
Reading Hospital, he is also the 
grandson of Jed & Vicky Kerns, 

and great-grandson of Joan 
Fisher. 

Lane loves to smile, showing his 
single cheek dimple. He enjoys 

butternut squash, playing with his 
dog Saylor, and doing push-up 
planks as he learns to crawl. 

Thank you for welcoming Lane 
into the Calvary Community! 

VACATION: Janet Dearstyne, Church Administrator, 
will be away from Thursday, Oct. 6th –  

Sunday, October 9th. 
 

Planning for the  
Wyomissing Valley Preschool (WVP) 

CHRISTMAS SHOP 
 

Preschoolers attending WVP will have the 
opportunity to shop for Christmas gifts for 

their family members on  
December 6th & 7th in our Social Hall. 
(Set-up – Dec. 5th; Clean-up - Dec. 8th) 

 

DONATIONS REQUESTED! 
 

Christmas wrapping paper, gift bags, bows, 
and self-adhesive gift tags. 

 

New or gently used small gift items 
 

Knitted or crocheted scarves, potholders, tea 
cozies, coasters, etc. 

 

Please bring your donations to the church and 
place them in the large tote bin located in the 

Gathering Area.   
 

Many thanks for your loving generosity and 
support of our preschool children. 
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Sept./Oct. issues of the 
Upper Room devotional 

booklet are still available in 
the Gathering Area. 


