
  

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 W. Wyomissing Avenue 
Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540                       Sept. 18th – Sept. 24th, 2022 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2022 
 

 

Preaching: Pastor Matthew Davis 
 

10:30 AM  
In-house & Livestream Worship  

 

Lay Worship Leader: Dave Svetz 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 

SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 
CLICK HERE 

Connect with God. 
Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 

And Everyday 
Scripture: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

09/11/22 Sermon Message by Pastor Tamie 
 

As I do every year, last year at this time I established annual covenant 

goals with Calvary. One of my goals was to institute a behavior covenant  

 

 

School-aged children & youth will 
receive an age-appropriate Bible 
during the worship service and 

then participate in the Blessing of 
the Bibles.  If a student already has 
an age-appropriate Bible at home, 

please bring it along for the 
blessing. 

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL for all ages ~ Sept. 18 
9:00 – 10:00AM 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 Facilitator: Dr. Michelle Daniels 

Meeting in-person (Chapel Library) & via the worship 
ZOOM link 

Teaching from the NIV Standard Lesson Annual, the 
lessons will be divided into 4 sections: God's 
Exceptional Choice; From Darkness to Light; Jesus Calls 
Us and The Righteous Reign of God  

 

All are welcome to attend! 
 

CHILDREN (K-4th grade) 
& YOUTH (5th grade & up) 
Lower Level/Social Hall 
Deep Blue is a curriculum that focuses 
on living life faithfully and connecting  

with God and each other. Utilizing Bible stories, stories 
about faith leaders, and spiritual practices, children 
will be empowered to take part in God's great story!   

  

NURSERY (Infant – Preschool) 
2nd floor nursery, the top of the main stairway. 

Bible story, craft, snack & playtime. 

that would emphasize positive ways that we as a people faithfully grow, love, and serve God together in our shared 

mission through Christ. God has placed this covenant on my heart for a long time.  

You may be wondering why I chose this as a goal. Foremost, our Christian faith is grounded in the tradition of a 

covenant. We are God’s people because God desires, initiates, and sustains a covenantal relationship with us 

through Christ.            ~Sermon cont’d on pg. 3  

Click Here 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09#success


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

18 –  Lauren Highduch 
 5016 Cherrywood Dr. 
 Mohnton, PA  19540 
 
18 –  Jimmy Ulrich 
 201 Rudloff Lane 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

19 –  Pat Madeira 
 10 Weber Dr. 

Topton, PA 19562 
 

19 –  Jim Hartman 
 375 Oregon Road 

Mohnton, PA   19540 
 
19 –  Janna Byrne 
 403 S. Miller St. 
 Shillington, PA 19607 
 

 

 

Luncheon on September 25th, following the 
10:30AM service in the Social Hall, including those 
interested in the new member class, as well as the 
new confirmation class.  Family members and 
members of the congregation are also welcome! 
 
 

Service for Reception of New Members on 
11/20/22 
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Led by Pastor Matthew, kids K—4th grade are 
invited to gather on the 1st & 3rd 

Wednesdays of the month from 6:30—7:30PM at 
Calvary UMC for fun and group activities. 

Friends are welcome! 
First gathering will be on Weds., Sept. 21st. 

Led by Pastor Matthew, youth 5th—9th grade 
will meet at Calvary Church on the 2nd & 4th 
Wednesdays of the month from 6:30-7:30PM 

for group activities & discussion.   
Invite your friends! 

First gathering will be on Weds., Sept. 28th 

THURSDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
ZOOM ONLY @ 9:30AM 

[Log-in  647 829 181 ; Meeting ID 082013] 
  

~ Thursday, September 8th thru October ~ 
Facilitator: Frank Scalise 

  

Please join us as we examine two important and influential 
texts of the Bible: the Beatitudes & some of Jesus’ 
parables. 
  

Beginning with the parables, each member of the class will 
be asked to select one or more of their favorites, 
examining each one as to its intention, what meaning it has 
to the individual, as well as its relevance to our lives today. 
Other participants will be able to add their own thoughts, 
offer questions, ask for clarifications, and share their 
interpretation.  
  

The second study on the Beatitudes as described will incorporate 
Pastor Matt Chandler’s look at each one using video from Right Now 
Media. A description of this activity includes: 
  

What does it mean to be blessed? And, more importantly, 
how do we become someone who is blessed? The kind of 
life God is calling us to may not look the way we imagined, 
but it will be better than we could have hoped. 
  

In this eight-session series, Pastor Matt Chandler will take 
us through the Beatitudes and show us what it means to 
live in the kingdom of God. Through Jesus’s teaching, learn 
what the blessed life really looks like. 
  

21 –  Aiden Clark 
 1602 Brooke Blvd. 

Kenhorst, PA  19607 
 
22 –  Rob Wagner, Jr. 
 122 Hemlock Rd. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

24 –  Ray Renninger 
 1 Pebble Brook Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

24 –  Bruce Morton 
 335 Scenic Dr. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

24 –  Mark Martin 
 PO Box 364 

Adamstown, PA  19501 
 

The rosebud on the altar this 
Sunday is placed in joyful 
celebration of the birth of 

,Sebastian James Kressler on Sept. 
1st, grandson of Sheryl Rowan. 



Sermon, cont’d from pg. 1 

We are God’s people because of our baptism and the covenantal promises we make to love God, each other, and all others. 

Covenants shape our identity and form the way in which we love and serve God and others in community.  

Another reason for establishing these promises to God and each other is in response to the deep divisive nature of our social, 

religious, political, and cultural world today. While we cannot change the world, we can learn, practice, and grow together in 

our community so that we might be a visible force of love and peace in the world. In responding to the time of discernment 

about our future connection with The United Methodist Church, we have already seen one example of how such a covenant 

can be a guide. There will be other decisions in the future; and the truth is there will always be day-to-day learning and growing 

together. Through the faith history of the Hebrew people to the present day, we recognize that we are a people learning to be 

God’s people. 

This is the story we see in the Hebrew people who stand together in the Promised Land to repeat the covenant made with 

God at the base of Mt Sinai. It’s been fifty years for the Hebrew people since their covenant at Mt Sinai. It’s been fifty years 

of wandering in the wilderness, burying key leaders, including Moses, and then entering and conquering a sliver of the 

Promised Land with Joshua. As the Hebrew people gather in the fulfillment of a promise made to Abraham many generations 

ago, they do so in remembrance of what God has done for them. They recognize the gift of the Promised Land - its abundant 

harvest and established cities and the perspective expansion of providence. Most importantly, this generation, standing free 

in Shechem, renews God’s covenant with them from Mt Sinai. 

This renewal of the covenant is so critical, Joshua prompts them three times. He begins with the bold challenge: “Now if you 

are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve.” Then, in the same sentence, he faithfully commits in 

response, “but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). When the people affirm their covenant, 

Joshua demands they think more deeply, saying, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God” (Joshua 24:19). Even 

when they commit again, Joshua reminds them that they must change their ways and be accountable to one another, as 

witnesses. So we know that these people, receiving God’s blessings promised to Abraham, are sinful and broken. For the 

third time, the Hebrew people affirm their promise to serve the Lord our God (Joshua 24:24). Joshua sets a stone in Shechem 

that it be a witness to their promise. This stone was the final of ten memorials distributed widely throughout the land so that 

their children and children’s children, from generation to generation, may be taught, the story of God’s provision, mercy, and 

everlasting grace passed down. Even this people, the recipients of the promise, standing in the land of milk and honey, 

recognize that they are a people learning to be God’s people. 

This covenantal renewal is significant. Like the stone memorials Joshua planted along the way, it reminds us of how vital it is 

to remember, teach, reflect on, and renew our promises to God and each other. What our faithful descendants have shown 

us is that living out the promises we make to God and each other always requires us to “choose this day” [and everyday] 

“whom we will serve.” One of my favorite teachers of theology, St. Ignatius, explains the first principle and foundation of 

Christian faith. 

The goal of our life is to live with God forever. God who loves us, gave us life. Our own response of love 

allows God’s life to flow into us without limit. All the things in this world are gifts of God, presented to us so 

that we can know God more easily and make a return of love more readily. As a result, we appreciate and 

use all these gifts of God insofar as they help us develop as loving persons. But if any of these gifts become 

the center of our lives, they displace God and so hinder our growth toward our goal. In everyday life, then, 

we must hold ourselves in balance before all of these created gifts insofar as we have a choice and are not 

bound by some obligation. We should not fix our desires on health or sickness, wealth or poverty, success 

or failure, a long life or short one. For everything has potential of calling forth in us deeper response to our 

life in God. Our only desire and our one choice should be this: I want and I choose what better leads to God’s 

deepening his life in me. 
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As St. Ignatius points out, everything - whether we perceive it as positive or negative, easy or hard, goodness or evil - 

everything is an opportunity for us to experience the provision, mercy, and grace of God. The words of Joshua ring clearly: 

choose you this day…AND EVERYDAY…whom you will serve. 

My hope is that this covenant offers us today a way of God’s deepening his life in all of us. Everyone of these promises offers 

us a space to grow more nearly to God and more perfectly as lovers in Christ. Let’s take an example. The third promise of 

this covenant says, “We promise to encourage the voicing of differing opinions, to have the courage both to speak so that 

others may understand our point of view and to listen carefully to the point of others.” When I went to seminary, I experienced 

the most diverse community in my life. One morning before class, a small group of us arrived early and discussed our efforts 

on the current assignment. One person spoke up regarding his work. The rest of us responded sympathetically and then 

quickly moved to another topic. The professor had been listening to the chatter and called us to stop. She said, “Did you hear 

what he just said?” It was the complete opposite of what we had heard and how we responded. This person wasn’t a part of 

my friend group; he was gay, of a lower socio-economic class, and struggled in class. It made me realize sadly that I didn’t 

really pay much attention to him. 

This event prompted me to look more closely at who and how I listened to different people - including gender, age, educational 

background, sexual orientation, accents, speech impediments, and more. I was amazed to discover how my ears perked up 

when certain people spoke in my classes or how I tuned out with others. My own stereotypes, values, and world views 

intercepted my ability to nurture relationships and truly listen and value others. I know it’s still true. I am forever grateful to my 

professor for calling me out and raising my awareness to a pattern of my behavior that influenced how I fostered relationships 

with people different from me. This promise of listening, like all of the promises, encourage us to learn and grow together in 

connection with God, each other, and the community. 

Revelation 7:9 says, “After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 

tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the lamb.” This is God’s vision, a wholeness for God’s 

glory! The faithful journey to this throne requires us to traverse diverse relational boundaries - with difference and conflict and 

brokenness. In this spirit of sacred work -reconciliation, justice, and peace - we are invited to embrace these seven promises 

made to God and each other. We do so, acknowledging that we are a people learning to be God’s people. Like the rocks that 

Joshua planted in the Promised Land, today we will make our own marks - fingerprints - as witness to our promises, that we 

may claim as Joshua did in Shechem, “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

Our Seven Covenant Promises 

 

“Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.”  
~I Thessalonians 5:16 
 

• We promise to be constant in prayer, alone and 
together; to thank God; and to ask for God’s help in 
our lives and for our church.  We promise to listen 
attentively to God.  
 

“Whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence, and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things.”  ~Philippians 4:8 
 

• We promise to focus on the positive and not on the 
negative.   
 

 “For as in one body we have many members, and not all 
the members have the same function, so we, who are 

many, are one body, and individually we are members one 
of another.”  ~Romans 12:4, 5 
 

• We promise to encourage the voicing of differing 
opinions, to have the courage both to speak so that 
others may understand our point of view and to listen 
carefully to the point of view of others. 
 

“If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him - work it out 
between the two of you.  If he listens, you’ve made a friend.  
If he won’t listen, take one or two others along so that the 
presence of witnesses will keep things honest, and try 
again.” ~Matthew 18:15 
 

• We promise to speak face to face with our fellow 
members when we are hurt or when we disagree.  
 

 

~ 4 ~ 



~Covenant Promises, cont’d 
 
“Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which you 
were called in one body.“  ~Colossians 3:15 
 

• We promise to share with one another all the 
information necessary for sound decisions to be 
made.  As we make decisions for our church, we  
promise to seek the good of the whole congregation, 
not our individual good or the good of a small group.  
 

“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any 
consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete; be of 

the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 
and of one mind.”  ~Philippians 2:1, 2 
 

• Once we as a leadership group or a congregation 
arrive at a decision, we promise to honor that decision.  
  

“Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd 
the church of God that he obtained with the blood of his 
own Son.”   ~Acts 20:28 
 

• As part of the priesthood of all believers, we promise 
to share in the leadership of our congregation and in 
the responsibility for its common life.

 
 

 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES SET TO BEGIN! 
 

Students 5th – 9th grade are invited to participate in the 2022-23 Confirmation Class.  Please use the 
Registration link below to sign up and contact Pastor Matthew for all relevant information (meeting 
schedule, trips, etc.) if you haven’t already received it via regular mail. 
 

2022 Meeting Schedule: 
 

Sun., Sept. 25th ~ Kick-off Luncheon 
Sun., Oct. 16th ~    Team Building @ Gretna Glen 
Sun., Nov. 12th ~   Mission Central Trip 
Dec. 3rd & 4th ~    Advent Lock-in & Breakfast 
 

Add’l monthly meeting dates TBA for 2023
  
May 28th, 2023 ~ Confirmation Sunday 
 

 

Confirmation Online Registration Form 
 

Online Health and Activities Form 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you did not receive a letter & would like to be 
a part of the 2022-23 class, please contact Pastor 
Matthew at 717-917-5342 as soon as possible. 

A fabric banner with these 7 covenant promises is hanging 
on the bulletin board in the 1st fl. hallway of the church.  If 
you would like to place your fingerprint on it to symbolize 
your commitment to follow these promises, to the best of 
your ability, an ink pad and wipes will be available in the 

hallway for your use. 
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https://forms.gle/FUf8gQ8KJ755qquW7
https://forms.gle/QLHRnVcPEME2R26UA

