
  

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 W. Wyomissing Avenue 
Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540                           Aug. 7th – Aug. 13th, 2022 

 

 

 

Sunday, August 7th 

 

Preaching: Pastor Matthew Davis 
 

10:30 AM  
In-house & Livestream Worship  

 

Lay Worship Leader: Dave Svetz 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 
 SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 

CLICK HERE 

Ministry of Reconciliation 
7/31/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie; Scripture: Matthew 18:15-20 

Many years ago, I started my day by running several loops around my 
neighborhood, and at the time, my dog, Chaucer, enjoyed running with me. One 
summer morning I had started the loop back to my house. Rounding a corner, I saw 
out of the corner of my eye three huge black dogs - which I later would identify as 
Cane Corsos - in front of a house that sat back from the road and down a steep 
slope. Within ten steps, those dogs fiercely emerged across the street and launched 
a brutal attack on Chaucer. Chaucer lowered his head and simply tried to move 
away. I tried to yell for help and kept moving in hopes that once we passed their 
home they would retreat. This pack followed us down the hill, growling and biting at 
Chaucer. At some point, I got pulled off my feet, tangled in leash and dogs, and fell 
forward onto the street.  
The owner of the dogs appeared at the  
top of the hill and began to approach.  
He never called off the dogs. Once 
 they saw him, the dogs turned and  
went to him. As I stood, blood oozing  
out of my leg, the owner looked at me and said, “Are we good?” No: “Are you all 
right or is your dog hurt?” No: “Can I help you get home?” No apology. Shaking, 
bleeding, and crying, I replied, “No, we’re not okay.” 
 
What kind of a person doesn’t call off their dogs attacking another dog? What kind 

of a person refuses to apologize or help? More of us than we realize. Conflict. 

Conflict of any size can look and feel a lot like this dog attack, whether we’re the 

one confronting another or the one being confronted. It doesn’t feel good, especially 

as emotions rise out of us or especially when we don’t know how the other person 

will respond. Our natural instinct on both sides is to protect and defend. As we put 

up our guards, we entrench ourselves deeper in conflict, because no one is truly 

listening to understand each other. Because conflict is a natural effect of living in 

community, how we deal with conflict influences the authenticity and quality of the 

relationships we have with God and each other. 

In the gospel of Matthew, Jesus speaks directly about a pathway of peaceful conflict 

resolution. This conversation begins and ends with a question from a disciple, like 

a prologue and epilogue that gives a reader greater vision into the story. One day, 

the disciples gathered around Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom 

of heaven?” (Matt. 18:1) This is a great question. Do you hear a resonating 

disagreement in this question; maybe a parking lot conversation going on between 

the disciples? There’s always a meeting after the meeting, in the parking lot, where 

people often share what they are really thinking.  

~cont’d pg. 4 
 

 

 
BECAUSE CONFLICT IS A NATURAL EFFECT OF 
LIVING IN COMMUNITY, HOW WE DEAL WITH 
CONFLICT INFLUENCES THE AUTHENTICITY AND 
QUALITY OF THE RELATIONSHIPS WE HAVE WITH 
GOD AND EACH OTHER. 
 

Connect with God. 
Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/
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Adult Sunday School Topic for August 2022 
Facilitator:  Bonnie Hodgson Schiavoni 

 

Title: “The Remarkable Truth About Angels” 
Author: Dr. David Jeremiah, of Turning Point 

 

Angels are the agents of heaven, unveiled through scripture.  They are beings that 
help and protect us more than we will ever know.  Let’s explore the wonder of 

God’s beautiful creations and have meaningful discuss about how the presence of 
the Holy Spirit will enable us to “feel the brush of angel wings.” 

 

THURSDAY AM BIBLE STUDY 

The summer break is almost at an 

end.  The Thursday AM Bible Study, 

facilitated by Frank Scalise, will resume 

on Aug. 4th, meeting weekly at 9:30AM 

via Zoom only (at this time).  The 

topic:  The Writings and Sermons of John 

Wesley 
 

ZOOM by Phone: 1-646-558-

8656; Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; 

Password: 082013 

ZOOM by PC: Thursday AM Bible Study 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181; Password: 

082013 

 

07 –  Shannon McBride 
 4851 Perkiomen Ave.,  

Lot 54 
Reading, PA  19606 

 
07 –  Tyler Dautrich 
 261 Preston Rd. 

Wernersville, PA 19565 
 
07 –  Aiden Turner 
 1527 Meade St. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 
08 –  Blake Dearstyne 
 72 Peach Street 
 Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

08 –  Mike Leffler 
 48 Butlers Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

09 –  Kathy Keinard 

 42 Maple St., Apt. 2-A 

Mohnton, PA 19540 

 

10 –  Kaitlyn Highduch 

 5016 Cherrywood Dr. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 

 

 

 
 

Our "Christmas in July" Theme is Now "Christmas in August" 
 

All are welcome to this drop-in community event, sponsored by Calvary UMC, held at 
the Mohnton Memorial Park and Playground on Wednesday, August 10th from 

6 - 9PM. The event is geared toward children ages preschool - 12 yrs. old, but 
everyone is invited to take a Story Stroll along the park pathways to enjoy the book 

Christmas Trolls by Jan Brett.  A light snack will be provided, as well as some 
Christmas-related activities for the children.  No RSVP is required. 

 

THEN, beginning at 7:30PM, the featured movie, The Nutcracker and the Four Realms 
(Rated PG), will be played in the large pavilion area.  Bring your friends & neighbors. 

 

The rosebud on the altar this Sunday, Aug. 7th, placed by 

Joyce and Craig Caltagirone is in joyful celebration of the birth 

of Quinn Mae, daughter of Megan & Nick Habecker.  Megan is 

the daughter of Joyce Caltagirone.  Quinn was born July 28th; 6 

lbs. 4 oz. and 19 inches long. Her two big brothers are Liam 

and Silas.  Congratulations to everyone! 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
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Our Promises to God and to One Another for the Common Life of Calvary U.M. Church 
 

Over several weeks, we will continue to reflect on both a founding scripture and seven promises (see below) that 

describe our relationship with God and each other. We are inviting all of us to covenant as a people learning to be 

God’s people on a journey to the promised land. Please take some time to read the seven promises below, then pause 

again at the one that’s highlighted in a box.  Meditate on it. Ask yourself, “How do I best live these words to be a 

reflection of Christ to my church family and in my community?”.   

s 
“Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.” (I Thessalonians 5:16)  7/10/22 Sermon, Be My People 

We promise to be constant in prayer, alone and together; to thank God; and to ask for God’s help in our lives 

and for our church.  We promise to listen attentively to God.  
 

“Whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there 

is any excellence, and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”  (Philippians 4:8) 

We promise to focus on the positive and not on the negative.   

 

 “For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, 

are one body, and individually we are members one of another.”  (Romans 12:4, 5) 

We promise to encourage the voicing of differing opinions, to have the courage both to speak so that others 

may understand our point of view and to listen carefully to the point of view of others. 

 

“If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him - work it out between the two of you.  If he listens, you’ve made a 

friend.  If he won’t listen, take one or two others along so that the presence of witnesses will keep things honest, and 

try again.” (Matthew 18:15) 

We promise to speak face to face with our fellow members when we are hurt or when we disagree.  

 

“Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which you were called in one body.”  

(Colossians 3:15) 

We promise to share with one another all the information necessary for sound decisions to be made.  As we 

make decisions for our church, we promise to seek the good of the whole congregation, not our individual 

good or the good of a small group.  

 

“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion 

and sympathy, make my joy complete; be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind.”  (Philippians 2:1, 2) 

Once we as a leadership group or a congregation arrive at a decision, we promise to honor that decision.  

  

“Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd 

the church of God that he obtained with the blood of his own Son.”   (Acts 20:28) 

As part of the priesthood of all believers, we promise to share in the leadership of our congregation and in the 

responsibility for its common life. 

 

100% Juice, Gatorade, elbow pasta, spaghetti noodles, canned chicken 
breast, Kleenex, toilet paper, peanut butter, individual packaged snacks and 

cookies, juice pouches or boxes, granola bars. dish washing liquid, deodorant, 
hand soap, body wash. Q- tip, cotton balls, band aids, mouthwash, toothpaste 

& toothbrushes, dental floss, shampoo, and large gallon Ziploc bags. 
 

Collecting school supplies needed by Aug. 15: X-large bookbags only, 
each needing two pocket folders, spiral notebooks, pocket-size tissues, pink 

pencil top erasers, glue sticks, highlighters, colored pencils, markers, Sharpies 
& Elmer's glue 

 



Sermon, cont’d from pg. 1 
 

The disciples had obviously been debating who is the greatest and were hoping to get confirmation - a win/lose moment - as 
they huddled to hear Jesus’ response. Here is an inner conflict brewing among the disciples, and Jesus never takes up sides. 
 

I want you to hear this conversation as it unfolds… 
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of  
heaven?” 2 He called a little child to him and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell  
you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of  
heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of  
heaven. ~Matthew 18:1-4.  

I’d be surprised if anyone had guessed that answer, that a child even made it in the top ten of the greatest hits list for these 
disciples! Humility is the starting point. I am certain that what saved Chaucer that day was his humility. He did not return the 
attack. Jesus reminds us all that our starting place in our relationship with others is humility. When we face conflict of any 
size, then we enter with a humble heart so that we may deescalate the situation. This is the way we welcome Christ; this is 
the way of peace. 
 

As Jesus reminds his community that no one should ever put a stumbling block in the way of any child, he reinforces the 
commitment of communal care. John 13:35 says, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.” The reality of Christian living does not always seem to be a testimony of love. The historical hypocrisy of Christianity 
can be very hard to swallow: 

• We preach peace…and yet many wars and acts of oppression have been fought in the name of Christ or defended 
by the use of scripture. 

• We preach love…and yet people encounter violence and language of hate from both the Church and its members. 

• We preach hospitality…and yet exclude people from full participation in the life of the Church. 

• We preach justice…and yet remain silent against sins such as poverty, racism, and gun violence. 
There is a long history of injustices, suffering, and harm that the Church has caused, justified, or supported, many of which 
remain a source of pain, disconnect, and injustice today. For many people, they cannot reconcile this hypocrisy. Shouldn’t 
Church, a community of people who love one another, be a place of joy and peace? Shouldn’t Church be a place that’s 
different than the rest of the world? People wonder why they should sign up for more of the same! The truth is that we cannot 
be a stumbling block for anyone to access their relationship with God. 
 

The reality is that the Church is just as broken as the people who form it. Church life is messy. The hypocrisy is not because 
of this messiness; it’s about our response. When we gather as a church then we commit to being a people learning how to be 
God’s people. We commit to learning and practicing a better way of dealing with the human mess of conflict created by 
diversity. Without a sincere effort to learning and improving peaceful ways of resolving conflict, then we fail to set ourselves 
apart from the rest of the world. We will not be able to be the witness that John describes, “By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 

With the spirit of a child, we must come humbly seeking to maintain and restore relationship. It’s here that Jesus shares the 
parable of the lost sheep. Listen to his words: 
 

10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven 
 always see the face of my Father in heaven. [11] [a] 12 “What do you think? If a man owns a hundred  
sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look  
for the one that wandered off? 13 And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that one sheep  
than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. 14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not  
willing that any of these little ones should perish.  ~Matthew 18:10-14.  

At the very heart of who we are as a faith community is a people committed to a ministry of reconciliation. Paul further 
illustrates the importance of reconciliation in his metaphor of the church as a body, saying, one part of the body cannot say 
to another part of the body, “I have no need of you” (1 Cor. 12:12-26). We do need each other. Because we live in mutual 
interdependence, conflict between members infects the entire community. It’s like a pebble thrown into the water, and you 
watch the ripples multiply and widen. Conflict is a powerful force that sweeps across the surface and down under churns and 
muddies the water. When church members injure one another, there is harm to the body of Christ. This sets the stage for 
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Jesus’ teaching on reconciliation - where the goal of confrontation and intervention is to regain the brother or sister, to rescue 
the lost one. The heart of God wants that not one is lost! 
It’s in this spirit, with humility and a heartfelt seeking of the lost one, that Jesus shares how to reconcile our hurt and differences 

with others. Listen to his words: 

15 “If your brother or sister[a] sins,[b] go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you 

have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established 

by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’[c] 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to 

listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 

earth will be[d] bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be[e] loosed in heaven.19 “Again, truly I tell you 

that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For 

where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”  ~Matthew 18:15-20.  

There are three steps outlined: 

1. Speak face to face with the person(s) with whom you disagree or has hurt you. It is the responsibility of the offended 
and the church community to seek reconciliation. This is rarely the way. Our typical approach is the sidebar 
conversation - in the parking lot, on a Facebook post, with other members, and so forth. Sometimes people simply 
exit the church and never return. Many of us fear the dog attack experience: heightened emotions, defensiveness, 
and the need for a winner and loser. When we remain silent or refuse to try to reconcile, it’s a guaranteed lose-lose 
situation for everyone. That’s why we create this covenant, so that we develop a safe space for our community to 
resolve the conflicts that arise. As we promise to speak face to face, we return to our last promise: to come humbly 
and listen with the intent to better understand ourselves and others. This is the win-win; this is the way to restoration 
and reconciliation. 

2. As we know, conflict is not always so simple. Sometimes we do not feel safe approaching a person alone; sometimes 
barriers remain even after an initial conversation that perpetuate the conflict. Jesus advises approaching the offender 
with “one or two others.” At Calvary, we have a committee called Staff Parish Relations (SPRC) that works to nurture 
the relationships between the pastor, staff, and its members. If you have points of conflict with anyone in the church, 
including me, you are invited to contact any of these members in confidentiality. There are benefits to including others: 
safety, outside perspectives, avoiding misunderstandings, and manipulation of who said what. 

3. If the offender continues to be contrary, then Jesus directs us to present the conflict before the entire church. The 
intent is not punishment or shaming. In community, we are called to a higher task of reconciliation, to live with mutual 
respect and responsibility for our own actions and the care of others. Remember that conflict infects the whole faith 
community. The design of conflict resolution is to maintain the care for the whole community. Unfortunately, there is 
no guarantee of reconciliation. Even as Jesus directs us to treat the offender as a “Gentile or tax collector,” let us 
remember that these are the people with whom he ate. Jesus encourages us to never give up on them, to never stop 
reaching out in love, and to seek the grace necessary for reconciliation. 

 

At this point, Peter asks Jesus another question. It’s the question that really blows Jesus’ point out of this universe. Hear 

these words: 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins  
against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.[a]   
                                           ~Matthew 18:21-22.  

 

In the Hebrew narrative, seven is perfection. Jesus calls us to a higher task of reconciliation, demanding not just forgiving 

seven times but forgiving seventy-seven times! We do not do this alone; it is only through the grace given us through Christ 

that we are liberated to offer the grace to others, to forgive as we, too, have been forgiven. Then we are all truly set free. 

The Christian narrative embraces the deeply human experience - that of difference, conflict, and confrontation. It’s the story 

Jesus tells at the Last Supper, as he gathers his community of followers before his own attack. As we know, his betrayers 

included his own disciples, those most dear to him. He blesses the bread and breaks it, saying, “This is my body broken for 

you.” His own community will betray him and cry out for his death, and he will die. After the supper, he blesses the cup and 
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offers it as the cup of salvation, saying, “This is my blood poured out for you, a new covenant for the forgiveness of sins.” He 

tells the whole story. His commandment is this, “Love one another.” Even in love, you will hurt one another; and so, you must 

forgive one another. This is the human plight; and it is the 

way of salvation. In Holy communion we receive the 

nourishment of grace through the Holy Spirit; and we are 

reconciled to God and each other. This is love. It’s messy 

and there is suffering; and in every death, there is new life. 

By grace through the faithfulness of Christ, we will journey 

this difficult human story together, for Christ is with us till 

the end of time. By grace alone we will be transformed and 

reconciled to God and each other through an intentional 

ministry of reconciliation. 

~ CALL TO ACTION ~ 

We are a people of God learning to be God’s people! Have 

you noticed, as we covenant with God and each other, how 

these promises seem to be building one upon the other? 

We began with prayer, a beautiful spiritual practice 

that connects us to God, each other, and the 

world. Then we promised to be a positive 

presence so that we might be a source of Christ’s 

hope. Last week we accepted diversity, and all the 

challenges that come with it, and promised to 

listen to differing opinions. We recognized that 

conflict is a natural part of living together in 

community, especially one which embraces 

diversity. 

This promise, to speak face to face when we are hurt or 

disagree, is at the very center of all the promises. This 

ministry of reconciliation should be the heart of what we do 

in this glorious gathering of God’s beloved. 

 
 
` 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aug. 10th -  Story Stroll in the Park & Christmas Movie; 6-9PM 
Aug. 14th    Calvary Summer Camp Kids singing The Fruits of the Spirit” @  

10:30AM service; Blessing of Backpacks & special prayer for  
students, school staff, teachers & families.  Pizza served after the 
 service. 

Aug. 21st – 28th  Pastor Tamie Away 
August 28th –  Craig Caltagirone preaching 
Sept. 4th -  Labor Day weekend; Communion  

Sept. 11th -  RALLY DAY!  10:30AM Service with the Praise Team 

Sept. 18th -  Sunday school for all ages begins; 9AM Adult class &  
9:15AM children & youth 
BIBLE SUNDAY 

Sept. 25th -  Kickoff Luncheon after Worship for New Member Class,  
New Confirmation Students, their families & Calvary members 

Oct. 2nd -  First New Member and Confirmation Class sessions @ 11:45AM;  
Pizza provided. 

Oct. 15th -   CHARGE CONFERENCE @ West Lawn UMC at 8:30AM 
Nov. 13th -  Safe Sanctuary Training @ 11:45AM 
Nov. 20th -  NEW MEMBERS JOIN! 
Nov. 30th -  ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
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