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1 W. Wyomissing Avenue 
Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                       July 31st – Aug. 6th, 2022 

 

 

 

Sunday, July 31st 

 

Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 
 

10:30 AM  
In-house & Livestream Worship  

 

Lay Worship Leader: Deb Bierly 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 
 SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 

CLICK HERE 

Listen with Grace 
7/24/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie; Scripture: Romans 12:1-8 

I learned at an early age that there’s a list of topics that are not to be discussed - 
money, politics, and religion at the top of the list. I find the taboo on religion 
especially strange, since our very mission as Christians is to spread the gospel 
message. While this has always been a reality for me, I have never experienced 
such intensifying division, animosity, and even hostility as there has been over the 
last several years. It’s not just in the media; it’s at our local school board meetings, 
in parking lots, and at kitchen tables. People are quickly triggered, defensive, and 
polarized. As we reflect on this promise, to voice differing opinions and to listen to 
other people’s perspectives, we must recognize the level of courage it takes to 
speak your truth in today’s world. There’s never been a more cautious time, of 
walking on eggshells as the famous expression goes. We have to name this. That’s 
why it’s especially important for us to develop a safe space for our community to 
hold difficult conversations in a healthy way. As we reflect on Paul’s teachings in 
the letter to the Romans, God’s people are called to the challenging process of 
learning how to live together in God’s glorious creation of diversity.  
 
The scripture comes from Paul’s letter written to the Roman church. It strikes me as 
significant that this letter is to a people in the imperial city and whom Paul has never 
met before. This far from the roots of Jesus in the land of Judea and despite being 
the source of oppressive imperial Gentile forces to which Jesus resisted a 
community of faithful followers thrives. The very existence of this church speaks to 
the power of the gospel and the impact it has had in a very short period of time. The 
reverberating dilemma to which Paul addresses is about how to engage and nurture 
relationships, especially in the formation of a community, with people different from 
us. Paul’s teaching is so radical that this very letter becomes the source of one 
massive split in the Western Church known as the Reformation. A multitude of 
Protestant churches formed out of the Roman Catholic Church. Who and how do 
people have access to God’s grace, mercy, and justice? That’s the question. Paul’s 
gospel of grace continues to challenge us. 
 
As Paul rallies churches to embrace the integration of all nations into the blossoming 
body of Christ we call Church, he teaches his radical gospel of grace: salvation is 
available to ALL by GRACE through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. 

ALL - the power of inclusivity in those words is AWESOME! 
ALL - as Christ extends grace to all, then we, too, extend grace to absolutely 
everyone! 
ALL - creates an immense level of diversity, a collective far beyond our 
imaginations! 
ALL - requires grace upon grace as we learn to be God’s people together, 
in difference. 

 ~cont’d pg. 4 

 

 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/
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Adult Sunday School Topic for August 2022 
Facilitator:  Bonnie Hodgson Schiavoni 

 

Title: “The Remarkable Truth About Angels” 
Author: Dr. David Jeremiah, of Turning Point 

 

Angels are the agents of heaven, unveiled through scripture.  They are beings that 
help and protect us more than we will ever know.  Let’s explore the wonder of 

God’s beautiful creations and have meaningful discuss about how the presence of 
the Holy Spirit will enable us to “feel the brush of angel wings.” 

 

THURSDAY AM BIBLE 

STUDY 

The summer break is almost at an 

end.  The Thursday AM Bible Study, 

facilitated by Frank Scalise, will 

resume on Aug. 4th, meeting weekly at 

9:30AM via Zoom only (at this 

time).  The topic:  The Writings and 

Sermons of John Wesley 
 

ZOOM by Phone: 1-646-558-

8656; Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; 

Password: 082013 

ZOOM by PC: Thursday AM Bible 

Study 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181; Password: 

082013 

 

 

31 –  Don Wadsworth 
 256 New Castle Dr. 

Shillington, PA 19607 
 

31 –  Kara Highduch 
 5016 Cherrywood Dr. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

03 –  Ryan Gallery 
 613 Leininger Ave. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

04 –  Chelsea Pellicano 
 1001 Hill Ave., Apt 2837 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
 

04 –  Pastor Tamie Scalise 
 2139 Reading Boulevard 

West Lawn, PA 19609 
 

06 –  Randy Dautrich 
 261 Preston Rd. 

Wernersville, PA 19565 
 

06 –  Jessica Leffler 
 48 Butlers Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

06 –  Jennifer Raszkiewicz 
 1122 Lehigh Avenue 

Wyomissing, PA  19610 
 

WHAT IS NATIONAL NIGHT OUT? 
 
This nationwide event bridges the gap between states and 
local communities within them. Their resources, assets, and 
information are easily shared via common platforms. 
 

The more police persons and law enforcement interact with the 
common public — a key focus of these celebrations — the 
better their relationship gets. This is also a great opportunity 
for the two groups to partner up to prevent crimes. 
  

The camaraderie that builds as neighbors come together to 
celebrate this day cannot be overlooked. The celebrations that 
mark this day bring people together, making them more likely 
to get involved in the community and local crime-fighting 
programs. 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
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Our Promises to God and to One Another for the Common Life of Calvary U.M. Church 
 

Over several weeks, we will continue to reflect on both a founding scripture and seven promises (see below) that 

describe our relationship with God and each other. We are inviting all of us to covenant as a people learning to be 

God’s people on a journey to the promised land. Please take some time to read the seven promises below, then pause 

again at the one that’s highlighted in a box.  Meditate on it. Ask yourself, “How do I best live these words to be a 

reflection of Christ to my church family and in my community?”.   

s 
“Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.” (I Thessalonians 5:16)  7/10/22 Sermon, Be My People 

We promise to be constant in prayer, alone and together; to thank God; and to ask for God’s help in our lives 

and for our church.  We promise to listen attentively to God.  
 

“Whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there 

is any excellence, and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”  (Philippians 4:8) 

We promise to focus on the positive and not on the negative.   

 

 “For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, 

are one body, and individually we are members one of another.”  (Romans 12:4, 5) 

We promise to encourage the voicing of differing opinions, to have the courage both to speak so that others 

may understand our point of view and to listen carefully to the point of view of others. 

 

“If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him - work it out between the two of you.  If he listens, you’ve made a 

friend.  If he won’t listen, take one or two others along so that the presence of witnesses will keep things honest, and 

try again.” (Matthew 18:15) 

We promise to speak face to face with our fellow members when we are hurt or when we disagree.  

 

“Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which you were called in one body.”  

(Colossians 3:15) 

We promise to share with one another all the information necessary for sound decisions to be made.  As we 

make decisions for our church, we promise to seek the good of the whole congregation, not our individual 

good or the good of a small group.  

 

“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion 

and sympathy, make my joy complete; be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind.”  (Philippians 2:1, 2) 

Once we as a leadership group or a congregation arrive at a decision, we promise to honor that decision.  

  

“Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd 

the church of God that he obtained with the blood of his own Son.”   (Acts 20:28) 

As part of the priesthood of all believers, we promise to share in the leadership of our congregation and in the 

responsibility for its common life. 

 

100% Juice, Gatorade, elbow pasta, spaghetti noodles, canned chicken 
breast, Kleenex, toilet paper, peanut butter, individual packaged snacks and 

cookies, juice pouches or boxes, granola bars. dish washing liquid, deodorant, 
hand soap, body wash. Q- tip, cotton balls, band aids, mouthwash, toothpaste 

& toothbrushes, dental floss, shampoo, and large gallon Ziploc bags. 
 

Collecting school supplies needed by Aug. 15: X-large bookbags only, 
each needing two pocket folders, spiral notebooks, pocket-size tissues, pink 

pencil top erasers, glue sticks, highlighters, colored pencils, markers, Sharpies 
& Elmer's glue 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop John Schol has invited us to a time of discernment: Do we, Calvary 

U.M. Church, plan to simply continue our mission as part of The United 

Methodist Church or are we interested in considering disaffiliation? 

To date, we have held two Inquiry Sessions to discuss and discern 

Calvary’s future, allowing opportunities for members and friends to come 

together to express your thoughts and opinions, listen & consider other 

person’s point of view, ask questions and share together in prayer. 

Although the attendance was light at both June session, the conversations 

were meaningful.  Therefore, ONE ADDITIONAL SESSION will be offered 

THIS Sunday, July 31st, immediately following the 10:30AM service.  

As before, leaders and participants will meet in the airconditioned Chapel.  

No R.S.V.P. is necessary, and attendance may be in-person or via Zoom 

using the links below. 

 

A TIME OF DISCERNMENT ~ A Final Opportunity 

CLICK TO ZOOM VIA PC ZOOM by Phone: 1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; Password: 082013 

 

7/24/22 Sermon ~cont’d from pg. 1 
 
Just as the parable of the ONE, leaving the ninety-nine for the lost one, 
goes, none of us are saved until we are ALL redeemed and reconciled 
together. The very nature of creation - with its awing diversity - and the 
very nature of God’s vision - awing peace and harmony throughout all 
creation - sets the stage for humanity’s greatest challenge, to love one 
another across difference. I believe this is the primary, most difficult work 
in which we engage in our lifetime - learning to be perfect lovers. 
 

At the very root of Christianity, Jesus is Jewish, born out of God’s chosen 
people to embody the gospel and teach us the way of love, mercy, and 
justice to usher in God’s kin-dom; AND the design of Christianity requires 
the expansion of this love, mercy, and justice such that all of creation is 
reconciled to usher in God’s peaceable kin-dom. If it’s ALL, and it is, then 
our work is to embrace difference and learn how to nurture and sustain 
relationships, especially in community, across difference. The radical 
hospitality called for in the mission of sharing the gospel message must be 
honored, learned, and practiced. It doesn’t come easily, and it requires a 
lot of grace for ourselves and others. Good thing Christ provides the 
necessary grace to ALL! Learning to love across difference is a selfless art 
that Paul is teaching and modeling. 
 

This promise we make before God and each other is the first of several 
that address this selfless art. It offers us the starting point. Here’s how. 
 

Honor Difference and Conflict: 
The first part of the promise says that we honor difference and conflict 
within our community. We express that by encouraging people to voice 
their opinions, even if there are differences. 
 

That means we as a faith community 
expect and accept diversity within our 
community. That means we as God’s 
people value the dignity of all people. If 
God’s vision is salvation for ALL, then 
our hearts, minds, and doors, as The 
United Methodist slogan states, should 
really be open to ALL. 
 

Just like all idealistic initiatives, it’s not 
easy to embody. We tend to gravitate 
toward people, news media, movies, 
and books, and groups like us. It’s 
affirming and more comfortable to be 
with people and in spaces that echo our 
beliefs, practices, and culture. The life 
and teachings of Jesus challenge us 
otherwise. As Paul explains to the 
Roman church, the spread of the 
gospel message depends on their 
willingness and capacity to accept and 
love across difference. A church’s 
ability to foster relationships across 
difference will determine its capacity to 
connect with others and its community. 
 

Conflict has Potential 
The second part of the promise calls us 
to a place of courage. Courage is 
necessary when you’re facing a risk, 
danger, or challenge. This promise has 
a built-in warning that what we are 
about to do will require a heart of 
courage. Conflict is often perceived as 
undesirable and avoided. Let’s reframe 
our understanding of conflict. Conflict is 
really the fertile ground in which growth, 
deeper understanding, and clarity 
occurs. While clear vision and mission 
is important, nurturing relationships 
within the community is vital to success. 
Healthy conflict should be embraced, 
and it does take a lot of courage to step 
into it. 
 

While we share a love of Jesus and a 
passion to share the good news, we 
also have a personalized relationship 
with Christ. The way we connect with 
God and even others is unique and 
often tied to really deep beliefs, 
practices, and emotions. 

~cont’d on pg. 5 
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7/24/22 Sermon ~cont’d from pg. 4 
 
Someone once told me that conflicts tend to rise out of those areas which are the most valued. If there’s conflict, it’s because 
someone cares. It’s our work, as we demonstrate love for one another, to honor the differences within our community. It’s 
also our commitment to embrace everyone in right relationship which challenges us to discover ways that ALL may have 
access to God’s grace, mercy, and justice. To do that requires us to accept conflict as a natural part of our learning and 
growth. 
 

Dialogue 
The third component to this promise is the listening component. It may be the most difficult requirement. Deep listening starts 
with an open heart, a sense of curiosity, and a love for the other person that encourages us to actually want to better 
understand their perspective. As Paul instructs, love and grace across difference is a selfless act. When we listen, our intent 
is to nurture a right relationship where we value the dignity of ALL. Dialogue is a peaceful practice, which means it must be 
learned and perfected. 
 

At the heart of reconciliation, practicing peaceful ways of navigating conflict and differences, is how we choose to 
communicate. In one of our recent Bible studies titled Peaceful Practices, a distinction was made between debate and 
dialogue:  

Debate is the successful argument of my position over that of my opponent while dialogue is the understanding of 
myself and others. 

You’ll notice that the objective from which the conversation is initiated is distinctly different. The debate has winners and 
losers; in dialogue, everyone has the potential to gain something, even if it’s just clarity. Peace advocate, Philip Thomas, 
explains, “Dialogue requires the ability to navigate the narrow ridge between embracing and expressing your own perspective 
while at the same time remaining profoundly open to listen and understand the perspective of [the] Other” (“Intro to Dialogue 
workshop, Goshen, Indiana, Jan. 28, 2017). It’s not about having the “right” answer. There is no attempt to convince, convert, 
or “fix” people. Instead, healthy dialogue is about asking authentic questions, engaging with curiosity, and discovering the 
core of our understandings. Together everyone develops clarity and an expanded understanding. 
 

We promise to encourage the voicing of differing opinions, to have the courage both to speak so that others may understand 
our point of view and to listen carefully to the point of view of others. This is both a promise and a place of deep learning and 
practice. What would it look like to learn and practice here in our church healthy ways of engaging difference and resolving 
conflict so that we may become a safe space for difference in our community? What if we become models from which others 
can experience a different way of being in difference? Isn’t this a powerful calling of transformation within the world? For 
Calvary to live into the vision - connect to God, each other, and the community - and to successfully share the gospel of grace 
- salvation is available to ALL by grace through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ - then we must be ever learning how to 
embrace difference and conflict for the glory of God. We are a people learning to be God’s people by grace alone. 
 
 
 
 

Courageous Listening 
A Richard Rohr Daily Meditation (From the Center for 

Action and Contemplation) 

 
  

Sikh Valarie Kaur has made a commitment to listen to 
those with whom she disagrees. Here she  
describes some of the practices that make it possible: 
 
Deep listening is an act of surrender. We risk being 
changed by what we hear. When I really want to hear 
another person’s story, I try to leave my 
preconceptions at the door and draw close to their 
telling. I am always partially listening to the thoughts in 
my own head when others are speaking, so I 
consciously quiet my thoughts and begin to listen with 
my senses…The most critical part of listening is asking 

what is at stake for the other person. I try to understand 
what matters to them, not what I think matters. 
Sometimes I start to lose myself in their story. As soon 
as I notice feeling unmoored, I try to pull myself back 
into my body, like returning home. As Hannah Arendt 
[1906–1975] says, “One trains one’s imagination to go 
visiting.” [1] When the story is done, we must return to 
our skin, our own worldview, and notice how we have 
been changed by our visit.  Kaur understands the 
complicated nature of listening to those we see as our 
religious, cultural, and political “opponents” and the 
emotional toll it takes:   
It turns out it is extremely difficult to draw close to 
someone you find absolutely abhorrent. How do we 
listen to someone when their beliefs are disgusting? Or 
enraging? Or terrifying?...An invisible wall forms 
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between us and them, a chasm that seems impossible 
to cross. We don’t even know why we should try to 
cross it…In these moments, we can choose to 
remember that the goal of listening is not to feel 
empathy for our opponents, or validate their ideas, or 
even change their mind in the moment. Our goal is to 
understand them… 
When listening gets hard, I focus on taking the next 
breath. I pay attention to sensations in my body: heat, 
clenching, and constriction. I feel the ground beneath 
my feet. Am I safe? If so, I stay and slow my breath 
again, quiet my mind, and release the pressure that 
pushes me to defend my position. I try to wonder about 
this person’s story and the possible wound in them. I 
think of an earnest question and try to stay curious long 
enough to be changed by what I hear. Maybe, just 
maybe, my opponent will begin to wonder about me in 
return, ask me questions, and listen to my story. Maybe 
their views will start to break apart and new horizons 
will open in the process…Then again, maybe not. It 
doesn’t matter, as long as the primary goal of listening 
is to deepen my own understanding. Listening does not 
grant the other side legitimacy. It grants them 
humanity—and preserves our own. 
  
  
[1] Hannah Arendt, Lectures on Kant’s Political Philosophy, ed. Ronald 
Beiner (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 1992), 43.  
Valarie Kaur, See No Stranger: A Memoir and Manifesto of 
Revolutionary Love (New York: One World, 2020), 143–144, 156, 157.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear friends at Calvary, 

Thank you for the privilege and joy it has been to 
serve at Calvary for 9 years.  I will miss each of you very 
much.  

Thank you for the generous love gift, many cards, 
presents, lovely roses, and well wishes.   
 

Chuck and I plan to spend time with our children 
and grandchildren, who are scattered across the USA and 
in Northern Ireland. 

I am returning to my home church, Fleetwood Bible 
Church, serving as a Chaplain with Caring Hospice 
Services, and doing volunteer work for BCM 
International’s Children’s Ministry. 

Thank you for your friendship, love of God, and the 
many memories you have given me.  I hold each of you in 
my heart. 
 

With much love, 
 

Linda & Chuck Ebersole 

Page 6 


