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1 W. Wyomissing Avenue 
Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                        July 24 – July 30th, 2022 

 

 

 

Sunday, July 24th 

 

Baptism of  

Cody Michael Stump 

& 

Isaac Ryan Stump 

 

Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 
 

10:30 AM  
In-house & Livestream Worship  

 

Lay Worship Leader: Carol Adams 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 

SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 
CLICK HERE 

Harvest the Good 
7/17/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie; Scripture: Philippians 4:1-9 

Our second promise in the covenant is to focus on the positive and not on the 
negative. Did you know that the human tendency is to pay closer attention to 
negative stimuli and dwell on these experiences? There’s actually a technical term 
for it - negativity bias. Consider these experiences: 

• If given a report card at school or an annual evaluation at work, on which 
part do you dwell: the celebration of high grades and overwhelming praise 
or the worry over a low grade and point of improvement? 

• I’m certain you can remember the most embarrassing moment of your life 
with vivid detail; you might even still blush from it or feel that churning 
nausea in your stomach! 

• I wonder, over which do you lose the most sleep: fears and worries or 
excitement and joy? 

• Which one is clearer in your memory: the most joyous moment or the most 
traumatic? 

The negativity bias asserts that people tend to focus more on the negative as they 
try to make sense of the world. Earlier in human history, the focus on bad, 
dangerous, and negative threats increased the likelihood to survive. It’s a built-in 
safety feature. While we no longer need such a strong high alert system, the 
negativity bias still influences how we make decisions, form and sustain our 
relationships, and the way we perceive others. Essentially, what we’re promising to 
do - to focus on the positive - is completely contrary to how we are designed as 
human beings. 
 

So, I wondered from where does this emphasis of focusing on the positive come? 
In our Christian way, I turned to the matching scripture and began to consider how 
to connect Paul’s letter to the Philippians. It’s kind of like listening to a lecture from 
your mom and dad. At first, I considered falling back on a Biblical story that 
illustrates the joy and hope in Christ out of which we might think and live in a positive 
light. There’s nothing like a good story. That’s when I realized that the letter to the 
Philippians is the perfect source! Why? Because the story of Paul is a wonderful 
illustration of the very point he is making to the people of Philippi.   
 

Apostle Paul is writing to the Philippians in what people would consider a hopeless 
circumstance. In fact, these aren’t trivial words of advice; they come from a deep, intimate 
lived experience. They are rooted in one source…Paul’s faith and love of Christ who 
suffered a death so that we may know the resurrection power of God. In his letter, Paul 
encourages us to imitate Christ and to imitate him and his other messengers, such as 
Timothy, all for the single purpose of advancing the gospel message to the world. 
 

To truly understand the power of his message to think and live through a positive light, we 
must understand Paul’s circumstances. Let’s get to know Paul better. Paul has an 
interesting identity. Born about 6 CE, Paul is a Jewish Pharisee, highly educated and a 
powerful religious authority. He eventually became a follower of Jesus but not before having 
persecuted and even killed early followers of Jesus.           ~cont’d pg. 5 

 

 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/
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Beginning last Sunday 

through July 31st, the 

Adult Sunday school 

class, facilitated by Frank 

Scalise, is meeting in the 

Chapel at 9:00AM, both 

via Zoom and in-person 

In 325 A.D., the First 

Council of Nicaea, 

directed by the Emperor 

Constantine, brought 

together representatives 

of all of Christendom.   It 

is generally thought that 

this is when the Books of 

Bible were decided. We 

will explore the “myth” of 

how this was done. It 

should be noted that 

many other important 

decisions were made. 

But what about those 

books that did not make 

the final cut? What about 

those which were 

uncovered after this 

time? These are the 

books we are exploring. 

They shed additional light 

on the times and 

influence of our Savior, 

Jesus the Christ. They 

could be considered 

controversial but also 

informative. 

Join us on this 

exhilarating look at Jesus, 

His apostles and disciples, 

and some of the thinking 

of the time. 

Adult Sunday School Topic for August 2022 
Facilitator:  Bonnie Hodgson Schiavoni 

 

Title: “The Remarkable Truth About Angels” 
Author: Dr. David Jeremiah, of Turning Point 

 

Angels are the agents of heaven, unveiled through scripture.  They are beings that 
help and protect us more than we will ever know.  Let’s explore the wonder of God’s 
beautiful creations and have meaningful discuss about how the presence of the Holy 

Spirit will enable us to “feel the brush of angel wings.” 
 



 

 

Cody Michael and Isaac Ryan Stump are the sons of Michael and Karisa 
Stump.  Cody and Isaac's’s godparents are Ryan Oberly and Shayla 

Bradley-Oberly.  The Stump family live in Northridge on Wolfe 
Lane.  In addition to the boys, they have a 3-year-old daughter, 
Kylie, and two cats.  They enjoy traveling, the beach, gardening, 
and are dedicated Philadelphia sports fans. 
 

Cody & Isaac were born Dec. 18th, 2020 and are being baptized on 
Sunday, July 24th during the 10:30AM worship service.  Welcome to 

God’s family and Calvary’s family, Cody & Isaac! 
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A TIME OF DISCERNMENT ~ A Final Opportunity 

Bishop John Schol has invited us to a time of discernment: Do we, Calvary U.M. Church, plan to simply continue our 

mission as part of The United Methodist Church or are we interested in considering disaffiliation? 

To date, we have held two Inquiry Sessions to discuss and discern Calvary’s future, allowing opportunities for members 

and friends to come together to express your thoughts and opinions, listen & consider other person’s point of view, ask 

questions and share together in prayer. 

Although the attendance was light at both June session, the conversations were meaningful.  Therefore, ONE 

ADDITIONAL SESSION will be offered on Sunday, July 31st, immediately following the 10:30AM service.  As 

before, leaders and participants will meet in the airconditioned Chapel.  No R.S.V.P. is necessary, and attendance my be 

in-person or via Zoom using the links below. 

Finally, as previously offered, a second mode to convey your personal thoughts is still available.  Simply call, speak with, 

email, or send a signed letter to any of Calvary’s leadership team below. 

Carol Adams (610-777-3764); adamsjimca@comcast.net  

Deb Bierly (610-823-3750); drbierly@msn.com  

Laura Conlin (610-856-1077);  lconlin@racc.edu  

Michelle Daniels (610-207-2483); mdanfam@gmail.com  

Vickie Dautrich (281-753-1003);  vicki.l.dautrich@nasa.gov 

Pastor Matthew Davis (717-917-5342); 
christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com 

 

Sara Erb (484-663-1548); sarabenerb@yahoo.com  

Gloria Hutzell gjhutz@gmail.com  

Zachary Martin (717-701-1008); zach1606@gmail.com 
 

Jen Raszkiewicz (484-529-6850); 
jwerner2179@hotmail.com 

 

Pastor Tamie Scalise (610-780-1486); 
pastortamie@gmail.com  

 

Dave Svetz (610-451-1858); dave.svetz@gmail.com 
 

Bob & Joann Werner (610-777-1771); 
rob24ert@comcast.net 

 

THURSDAY AM BIBLE STUDY 

The summer break is almost at an end.  The 

Thursday AM Bible Study, facilitated by 

Frank Scalise, will resume on Aug. 4th, 

meeting weekly at 9:30AM via Zoom only 

(at this time).  The topic:  The Writings and 

Sermons of John Wesley 

ZOOM by Phone: 1-646-558-

8656; Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; 

Password: 082013 

ZOOM by PC: Thursday AM Bible Study 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181; Password: 

082013 

 

 

mailto:jimca@comcast.net
mailto:drbierly@msn.com
mailto:lconlin@racc.edu
mailto:mdanfam@gmail.com
mailto:vicki.l.dautrich@nasa.gov
mailto:christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com
mailto:sarabenerb@yahoo.com
mailto:gjhutz@gmail.com
mailto:zach1606@gmail.com
mailto:jwerner2179@hotmail.com
mailto:pastortamie@gmail.com
mailto:dave.svetz@gmail.com
mailto:rob24ert@comcast.net
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Promises to God and to One Another for the Common Life of Calvary U.M. Church 
 

Over the next several weeks, we will continue to reflect on both a founding scripture and seven promises (see below) 

that describe our relationship with God and each other. We are inviting all of us to covenant as a people learning to be 

God’s people on a journey to the promised land. Please take some time to read the seven promises below, then pause 

again at the one that’s highlighted in a box.  Meditate on it. Ask yourself, “How do I best live these words to be a 

reflection of Christ to my church family and in my community?”.   

s 
“Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.” (I Thessalonians 5:16)  7/10/22 Sermon, Be My People 

We promise to be constant in prayer, alone and together; to thank God; and to ask for God’s help in our lives 

and for our church.  We promise to listen attentively to God.  
 

“Whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there 

is any excellence, and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”  (Philippians 4:8) 

We promise to focus on the positive and not on the negative.   

 

 “For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, 

are one body, and individually we are members one of another.”  (Romans 12:4, 5) 

We promise to encourage the voicing of differing opinions, to have the courage both to speak so that others 

may understand our point of view and to listen carefully to the point of view of others. 

 

“If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him - work it out between the two of you.  If he listens, you’ve made a 

friend.  If he won’t listen, take one or two others along so that the presence of witnesses will keep things honest, and 

try again.” (Matthew 18:15) 

We promise to speak face to face with our fellow members when we are hurt or when we disagree.  

 

“Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which you were called in one body.”  

(Colossians 3:15) 

We promise to share with one another all the information necessary for sound decisions to be made.  As we 

make decisions for our church, we promise to seek the good of the whole congregation, not our individual 

good or the good of a small group.  

 

“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion 

and sympathy, make my joy complete; be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind.”  (Philippians 2:1, 2) 

Once we as a leadership group or a congregation arrive at a decision, we promise to honor that decision.  

  

“Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd 

the church of God that he obtained with the blood of his own Son.”   (Acts 20:28) 

As part of the priesthood of all believers, we promise to share in the leadership of our congregation and in the 

responsibility for its common life. 

 

100% Juice, Gatorade, elbow pasta, spaghetti noodles, canned chicken 
breast, Kleenex, toilet paper, peanut butter, individual packaged snacks and 

cookies, juice pouches or boxes, granola bars. dish washing liquid, deodorant, 
hand soap, body wash. Q- tip, cotton balls, band aids, mouthwash, toothpaste 

& toothbrushes, dental floss, shampoo, and large gallon Ziploc bags. 
 

Collecting school supplies needed by Aug. 15: X-large bookbags only, 
each needing two pocket folders, spiral notebooks, pocket-size tissues, pink 

pencil top erasers, glue sticks, highlighters, colored pencils, markers, Sharpies 
& Elmer's glue 
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2nd Q  2022 CALVARY’S ADD’L MISSIONAL GIVING 

Good Shepherd Mission* $ 10,650 

Memorial Funds* $      100 

Pastor’s Contingency Fund $      430 

SPECIAL GIFTS:  

           Purchased B-day Gifts for Foster &  
                ReNew Children (estimated) 
           Community Benevolence Fund** 
           Easter Lilies for the altar 
           Ukrainian Refugees (UMCOR) 
           Endowment Fund 
           Vacation Bible School 

$      550 
 
$      100 
$        75 
$   1,385 
$        50 
$        10 

TOTAL EXTRA MISSIONAL GIVING $ 13,350 

25 –  Suzanne Jones 
 101 Mesa Dr. 

Reading, PA 19608 
 
25 –  Brian Wiest 
 207 Glendale Rd. 
 Wallingsford, PA 19086 
 
26 –  Bob Wagner 
 142 Hemlock Rd. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 
27 –  Matthew Conlin 
 5007 Pheasant Hollow Rd. 

Mechanicsburg, PA  17050 

RECENT PRAYER REQUESTS & UPDATES 

Ray Dautrich – Still unable to get a 2nd opinion as to treatment for his 
continuing nosebleeds; prayers for patience, guidance & healing 

Jill Krewson - Daughter of Joan Fisher & sister of Vicky Kern; hospitalized to 
diagnose reason for recent speech impairment 

Terry Lynn Lesher - Name given by Mark Martin; prayers for healing following 
a heart attack  

Julie McGettrick - Wife of Tristan; has started 5x/wk radiation treatments; 
MANY other doctor & therapy appts. scheduled through 2023; another surgery 
scheduled for 8/1 @ 7AM; continuing prayers appreciated 

Gabby Radwanski - New wife of Gentry Radwanski, grandson of Joan Fisher.  
Gabby just diagnosed with Stage 1 breast cancer 

Fam. of Lynn Vergot  - Aunt of Mark Martin who passed away on 7/18/22 

*Includes member & non-member giving. 
** Community Benevolence Fund, overseen  
by our three local pastors from Calvary UM,  
St. John Lutheran & Zion EC. 
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Paul is also a citizen of the Roman Empire, which provides him privileges 
and access to the Gentile world. This letter, written to the people in Philippi, 
was most likely authored sometime between 60 and 62 CE, at the time Paul 
was imprisoned. What we must understand is that Paul’s imprisonment is 
simply a waiting period until his trial. The result of his imprisonment is either 
death or freedom; a prison sentence is not an option. It is literally a life and 
death situation. 
 

This isn’t the first time, nor the last, that Paul has faced such adversity. In 
his zeal for Christ and advancing the gospel message, Paul has suffered. 
He has left his birth identity - as a Jewish Pharisee and a Roman citizen - 
behind and given his life to Christ.  In doing so, Paul lived solely with the 

Harvest the Good        7/17/22 Sermon cont’d 

purpose of spreading the gospel, especially to the Gentiles, 
despite the hardship, suffering, and persecution. Paul 
describes it in 2 Corinthians 11:23-28: 

I am talking like a madman - I am a better one: with 
far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with 
countless flogging, and often near death. Five times 
I have received from the Jews the forty lashes 
minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods. 
Once I received a stoning. Three times I was 
shipwrecked; for a night and a day I was adrift at 
sea on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, 
danger from bandits, danger from my own people, 
danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in 
the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false 
brothers and sisters; in toil and hardship, through 
many a sleepless night, hungry and thirsty, often 
without food, cold and naked. And, besides other 
things, I am under daily pressure because of my 
anxiety for all the churches.   ~cont’d on pg. 6 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harvest the Good   cont’d from pg. 5 

That’s no small list of hardships, suffering, and anxiety. What we do know is that Paul was eventually executed, probably 

beheaded. There are no details about his death, but it is presumed to have occurred around 64 CE, not long after this letter. 

Emperor Nero began his rule in 54 CE and was known for his persecution of Christians. As Paul is writing this letter, Christians 

are experiencing an increasing level of persecution. In 64 CE, the city of Rome was destroyed by a fire; Emperor Nero blamed 

the Christians. Many believe Paul’s execution may have come in the terror of this period. There is good cause for Paul to resort 

to the natural negativity bias driven by danger and life and death situations. Here is a man who should certainly be a model 

living out of a negative bias! 

Instead, he implores us: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice” (4:4)! Paul’s faith and love of Christ allows him 

to transcend what would destroy most people. It brings the seal of God’s peace. It’s very easy to get wrapped up in all we don’t 

have, in our fears and failures, and in our anger and disappointment. What we read in his letter to the Philippians is a consistent 

focus on the positive. How? Paul harvests the good in all things. Out of these circumstances, having lived a life of persecution 

and suffering in the name of Christ, Paul proclaims a spirit of joy and peace, which surpasses all understanding (Phil 4:6), and 

hope. Paul makes it clear in his letter…I live in a Christ-like way. I imitate Jesus. Now, I am a model for you. Imitate me. So 

how do we imitate Paul? We live in a way that is different from the norm; we harvest the good…   

Begin with Gratitude 

Harvest the good with a heart of gratitude. Christ is Paul’s source of love, strength, and peace. Paul views his hardship and 

suffering as being akin to what Christ has already done for all of us, dying on the cross so that we may know the power of 

resurrection. Most importantly, Paul lives out of the Christ that is with him. Because he is grateful for Christ and for being a 

witness to advance the gospel, Paul endures the hardship with joy and Christ’s hope to transform the world. 

When we nurture a heart of gratitude, we recognize the Christ-with-us: the Christ before us, behind us, beneath us, above us, 

all around us. An intentional daily practice of being grateful fosters our shift from negative to positive. One way of doing this is 

a gratitude journal, where every day you record even just one thing for which you are grateful. Some days the list can seem 

endless, and other days finding just one “thank you” is a struggle. Can you see the beauty in a rainy and sunny day? Can you 

be grateful for a sleeping baby and a toddler in the midst of a tantrum? Can you appreciate a slow heal after surgery or a shift 

in your diet because of health complications? Can you be thankful for a season of unemployment or a job with coworkers who 

drive you crazy? Gratitude reinforces our trust in God’s provision and love. With practice, we begin recognizing the goodness 

in all circumstances. 

Reframe the circumstance 

Paul was an expert at reframing dire situations and conflicts. He explains to the Philippians that his imprisonment has allowed 

him to serve as a witness where he is in unexpected ways. The whole imperial guard has had exposure. Why is this so 

important? The good news about Jesus can thrive under persecution! A new sense of confidence is abound and the focus is 

clarified, not just for Paul but for all churches and people struggling in a time of persecution or oppression. Paul reinforces how, 

in all circumstances, we rejoice in the gospel’s advance. 

When we are being swallowed up by negativity, frustration, and despair, it helps to reframe the circumstance. Here at Calvary, 

we are planting a faith community for our Latino brothers and sisters. For the last seven months, Pastor Mady and the faithful 

followers who are helping her launch this ministry have walked the streets and visited in homes and shared the Good News. 

It’s been frustrating to see so little response. Like Paul, Pastor Mady reframes the circumstances:     

It hurts my heart to work with the families in Mohnton and not have them come. We have several families that 

we are visiting, which we believe will become a part of 4th Generation New Hope & Calvary Church. We believe 

that the soil is being prepared for planting seeds. 

~cont’d on pg. 7 
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We are breaking the stones, the dry, hard earth to continue planting. This is the time that God calls us to a place for 

believing and having faith that God can do it. So, we live and work in the spirit of 1 Corinthians 3:6: “[Paul] planted; 

Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.” 

By reframing the circumstance, we return to our faith and the source of all goodness and strength and patience. Like Paul, 

we focus on the mission, which is sharing the gospel. Whether or not our numbers grow here in the building, we can rejoice 

that the mission of God is being fulfilled as we fill the streets of our community with God’s presence and Word. 

Both/And Thinking 

Often our negativity bias causes us to see either the good or the bad in a circumstance. What if we can see a both/and 

perspective? While he is imprisoned, some ministers are using this opportunity for their own advancement. Although Paul 

condemns the competitive spirit and praises those who share it with good motives, he recognizes that both ways ensure the 

proclamation of the truth about Jesus. Despite the conflict, Paul finds peace and rejoices in the gospel’s advance. 

Instead of focusing on an either/or perspective, it helps in times of conflict and divisiveness to recognize that God works 

through all things for good. As The United Methodist Church faces a split, it’s sad to see the hurt and harm caused through 

disagreements, blaming, and shaming. While faith communities approach ministry through different ways of interpreting the 

Bible or worship in different styles or live according to different values, our love of Christ and the mission to share the gospel 

connects us. That’s why, even in our division, we are seeking ways to remain in connection through shared mission such as 

UMCOR (United Methodist Commission on Relief). God needs us to be our very best, to live out of a spirit of love, joy, and 

peace; only then can we be a source of hope. Splitting never feels good; AND we can recognize that God is still working 

through all of the churches. It’s both. 

Like Paul, a Christ-centric and mission-focused understanding of the gospel encourages us to harvest the good. We are at 

our best when we live out of a place of love, joy, and peace. When our spirits rejoice, we then can offer a hope that transcends 

and transforms this hurting world. Our lips should be that of the psalmist singing, “I will meditate on the glorious splendor of 

Your majesty, and on Your wondrous works. [All people] shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts, and I will declare 

Your greatness. They shall utter the memory of Your great goodness and shall sing of Your righteousness” (Psalm 145:5-7). 

This is our second promise - to focus on the positive and not on the negative. It starts here, with our spirit. We nurture a 

positive way of seeing and understanding our world - with a lens and heart designed to harvest the good - for the glory of 

God.  

 

 

Paul encourages the people of Philippi to “live their life in a manner 

worthy of the gospel of Christ” (1:27). For Paul, that included a focus on 

the positive and not on the negative, especially as it advanced the spread 

of the gospel. Don’t worry, friends, we won’t lose sight of the negative; 

we are designed to dwell on it. Focusing on the positive helps us create 

a balance that promotes a deeper sense of joy, peace, and hope. In all 

circumstances we can wonder how to harvest the good, how to see 

Christ. Our promise to God and each other is to embrace and nurture a 

spirit of positivity for the glory of God. May we nurture our hearts to 

harvest the good in all things. 
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Harvest the Good, cont’d from pg. 6 

CALL TO ACTION 


