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1 W. Wyomissing Avenue 
Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH              July 17 – July 23rd, 2022 

 

 

 

Sunday, July 17th 

 

Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 
 

10:30 AM  
In-house & Livestream  

WORSHIP  
 

Lay Worship Leader: Shannon McBride 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.    

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 
 SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 

CLICK HERE 

Promise to Pray 
7/10/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie; Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

As Paul writes to the church at Thessalonica, “rejoice always; pray without ceasing, 

give thanks in all circumstances” (5:16-18). This letter is the earliest one authored 

by Paul, and the oldest piece of Christian literature we have. As a result, the letter 

gives us a revealing glimpse into the lives of the first followers of Jesus and their 

relationships with God, with one another, and with the world around them 

(Theological Bible Commentary, 427). Here are a people learning to be God’s 

people in Christ! It’s evident in the letter that their new way of living in Christ is 

creating hardship and persecution. Paul praises them and prays for their 

faithfulness. Our reading found in the benediction of Paul’s letter of encouragement. 

In his unifying message of remaining at peace with one another, he calls them to 

action: Rejoice always! Pray without ceasing! Give thanks in all circumstances! This 

is the starting point of our covenant together at Calvary…prayer. 

My first memory of actively praying takes me back to a red Chevy van trip (and yes, 

with the red shag carpet) in upstate New York when I was eight. At the time, my dad 

was working at a new job in Pennsylvania; meanwhile, my mom and us three kids 

remained in Lowville while waiting to sell our house. Desperate for a weekend away, 

and with help, my mom piled all of us, including my younger cousin, in the van to 

visit my grandparents for the weekend, despite the prediction of an incoming 

snowstorm. 

Just so happens the weather report is inaccurate. A typical snowstorm turns into 

blizzard conditions, which is not an uncommon event where we lived. We are 

inching our way along the road. My older brother, John, and I are sitting together in 

the front seat, noses pressed against the windows, trying to help navigate. My little 

cousin is sobbing in fear next to my younger brother, George. That’s when I begin 

to pray. 

I remember clasping my hands together and pressing my forehead on the 

dashboard. Scrunching up my face with great intensity, I pray out loud. The words 

come tumbling out as I attempt to drown out the cries, part the snowflakes, calm the 

wind, and help my mom keep the car on the road. If ever we needed God, this is 

the moment! 

Suddenly, my older brother protests, “You can’t pray out loud!” I pause and refute 
him, “Yes, you can!” In my stubborn Tamie-style way, I pray more and louder. And 
so it began.   

 “Mom, tell her to stop praying out loud!”   
“There are no rules about praying!”  
 “I don’t want to listen to you pray.” 

  ~cont’d pg. 3 

 

Our Financial Secretary, 
Don Wadsworth, is on 

vacation for three weeks. 
He will update Calvary’s 
giving information when  

he returns. 

 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/
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Beginning last Sunday 

through July 31st, the 

Adult Sunday school 

class, facilitated by Frank 

Scalise, is meeting in the 

Chapel at 9:00AM, both 

via Zoom and in-person 

In 325 A.D., the First 

Council of Nicaea, 

directed by the Emperor 

Constantine, brought 

together representatives 

of all of Christendom.   It 

is generally thought that 

this is when the Books of 

Bible were decided. We 

will explore the “myth” of 

how this was done. It 

should be noted that 

many other important 

decisions were made. 

But what about those 

books that did not make 

the final cut? What about 

those which were 

uncovered after this 

time? These are the 

books we are exploring. 

They shed additional light 

on the times and 

influence of our Savior, 

Jesus the Christ. They 

could be considered 

controversial but also 

informative. 

Join us on this 

exhilarating look at Jesus, 

His apostles and disciples, 

and some of the thinking 

of the time. 

Adult Sunday School Topic for August 2022 
Facilitator:  Bonnie Hodgson Schiavoni 

 

Title: “The Remarkable Truth About Angels” 
Author: Dr. David Jeremiah, of Turning Point 

 

Angels are the agents of heaven, unveiled through scripture.  They are beings that 
help and protect us more than we will ever know.  Let’s explore the wonder of God’s 
beautiful creations and have meaningful discuss about how the presence of the Holy 

Spirit will enable us to “feel the brush of angel wings.” 
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Promise to Pray, cont’d from pg. 1  

I don’t remember the details of how it played out…if my mom finally lost it on us, but I’m pretty sure I didn’t give in to a silent 

prayer otherwise. In the midst of the bickering and without our assistance, my mom navigates through the blizzard… at least 

until a shadowy human figure appears in the middle of the road waving his arms. 

Who walks down the middle of a road in a blizzard? 

To avoid hitting him, mom slams the brakes and slides off the road. Silent fear settles throughout the van as the ominous 

figure becomes a strange man and approaches the van window. He explains that there is a car crash ahead and directs us 

to turn around because it’s not safe. And then he disappears in the storm just as he had come, a shadowy figure walking 

down the road. We never did see him again, nor any signs of a way for him to return to where he had started. Meanwhile, he 

leaves us stuck in a snow drift on the side of the road. 

Stranded. My mom, with four little kids in a van, somehow digs us out. I can still remember her getting in and out of the car, 

digging beneath the tires to find some traction. Not so happily, she turns around on the advice of the stranger. Later that day 

when the storm passes, she packs us back into the van, determined to visit my grandparents. We arrive much later and 

safely. The car accident makes the news that evening. Turns out to be a tragic multiple car pileup, affirming the warning from 

the stranger. And though we landed in a snow drift, he saved us from a serious car accident. 

It’s not often that the answer to your prayer walks out of the snowy haze of a blizzard, but it did for us that day. In the 

messiness of our lives, that’s when we fall into prayer spontaneously. Fear. Hardship. Grief. Despair. Blizzards. As I 

experienced that day in the van, God hears our prayers even in their messiness. Bickering. Tears. My stubbornness not to 

shut up. Clenched knuckles. The answer may even be messy, like strangers, snow drifts, and detours. Prayer is meant to be 

raw, a pouring out of the very essence of our spiritual being.  

We are designed to live in a constant state of prayer. In the second creation story of Genesis, it says, “then the Lord God 
formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being” 
(Genesis 2:7). The breath of God gives us life. Breath is the very essence of our being, and it’s the start of our prayer. In the 
Hebrew tradition of never saying God’s name, for it is too holy, they instead use YHWH.  God’s name, YHWH, is comprised 
of aspirated consonants that when spoken are the sound of breathing. Yah-weh is breath. Saying God’s name is breath and 
life…so breathing is itself an act of calling on God, a prayer. Just imagine…our first breath at birth is calling on God, rejoicing! 
Every breath in between, and especially our very last breath, invokes the presence of God and gives glory to our Creator. 
Breath is prayer. The question is whether or not you are aware of your breath, if you attribute its very act as that of worship. 
Whether or not we ever say anything, mindfully breathing engages us in the greatest act of faith - an everlasting connection 
with God and gratitude for the gift of life. 
 

A practice of prayer is more than forging a connection with God. One of my favorite images or metaphors for prayer is that of 

a river, because it deepens and widens my perception of prayer. While our connection with God is as simple as the breath 

we take, the act of prayer is also like jumping into a river! A river is part of a larger watershed, with an intricate web of springs 

and tributaries racing downhill, joining together to create larger bodies of water that eventually all end in the ocean. When 

you pray, you wade, dive, plunge, and sometimes even belly flop your way into God’s immense wonder of all creation. We 

connect with all others in prayer. Our prayers are poured into the pooling prayers of others, converging, and churning together. 

Your prayer is most certainly a prayer of another. It’s a beautiful reminder that we are never alone. At the same time, through 

deep listening, we can also hear the prayers of others. One Sunday morning before service, as I was praying, my hands 

warmed like fire. I was compelled to pray words of healing that day for a young girl. Months later, I discovered she had been 

undergoing tests for cancer. Because we are in this river, our prayers become a force in the lives of others without us even 

realizing it. Prayer is a living act of connecting with God and others. 

 ~cont’d pg. 5 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Promises to God and to One Another for the Common Life of Calvary U.M. Church 
 

Over the next six weeks, we will continue to reflect on both a founding scripture and seven promises (see below) that 

describe our relationship with God and each other. We are inviting all of us to covenant as a people learning to be 

God’s people on a journey to the promised land. Please take some time to read the seven promises below, then pause 

again at the one that’s highlighted in a box.  Meditate on it. Ask yourself, “How do I best live these words to be a 

reflection of Christ to my church family and in my community?”.   

s 

“Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.” (I Thessalonians 5:16)  7/10/22 Sermon, Be My People 

We promise to be constant in prayer, alone and together; to thank God; and to ask for God’s help in our lives 

and for our church.  We promise to listen attentively to God.  
 

“Whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there 

is any excellence, and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”  (Philippians 4:8) 

We promise to focus on the positive and not on the negative.   

 

 “For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, 

are one body, and individually we are members one of another.”  (Romans 12:4, 5) 

We promise to encourage the voicing of differing opinions, to have the courage both to speak so that others 

may understand our point of view and to listen carefully to the point of view of others. 

 

“If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him - work it out between the two of you.  If he listens, you’ve made a 

friend.  If he won’t listen, take one or two others along so that the presence of witnesses will keep things honest, and 

try again.” (Matthew 18:15) 

We promise to speak face to face with our fellow members when we are hurt or when we disagree.  

 

“Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which you were called in one body.“   

(Colossians 3:15) 

We promise to share with one another all the information necessary for sound decisions to be made.  As we 

make decisions for our church, we promise to seek the good of the whole congregation, not our individual 

good or the good of a small group.  

 

“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion 

and sympathy, make my joy complete; be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind.”  (Philippians 2:1, 2) 

Once we as a leadership group or a congregation arrive at a decision, we promise to honor that decision.  

  

“Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd 

the church of God that he obtained with the blood of his own Son.”   (Acts 20:28) 

As part of the priesthood of all believers, we promise to share in the leadership of our congregation and in the 

responsibility for its common life. 

 

 
Linda Ebersole, Calvary's Organist and Music/Choir Director for many years, is retiring.  This  
Sunday, July 17th, we will recognize & thank her for her 9 years of ministry at Calvary, and share  
in a time of fellowship after the 10:30AM service.  
Linda is the primary caregiver for her brother, Thomas, who lives with her and her husband, 
Chuck, and is under hospice care.  She has also completed her PhD in Counseling and is looking 
forward to serving others in that endeavor. 

Linda has been a vital part of our staff for 9 years, as well as a member of our church, involved in key ministries including: Kingdom 
Kids, Sr. Choir, Sunday worship, and the Wooden Spoon Ministry (making homemade soup for shut-ins and those recovering from 
illness).  She will be greatly missed, but we know God has prepared her and opened the door for her to serve God's Kingdom in new 
ways.  Let's shower Linda with love and thanks by sending her cards/notes of gratitude and appreciation. 

Linda Ebersole, 147 Walnut Street, Mohnton, PA  19540 
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A practice of prayer benefits us as individuals. It does. It creates within us a renewed Spirit. Prayer cleanses us…it’s a safe 

space to cast all our worries, fears, sorrow, anger, and hurt. Prayer holds the potential to heal and bring us clarity. In prayer, 

you may be energized and discover strength. You are embraced in a force that will discover a way to flow - unstoppable - in 

and through all things, like water. You are inwardly changed by prayer. A practice of prayer isn’t a selfish act at all. It’s just 

the opposite. Prayer changes who you are with others and in the world. It does. Your inward change becomes an outward 

change in the way that you relate to others. Prayer develops our sense of compassion, for ourselves and others. It nurtures 

the fruits of the spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Through 

prayer, you become a source of Christ’s hope unto the world. 

As a faith community, the practice of prayer lies at the heart of loving God and engaging in worship and service. As the body 

of Christ, we need a faithful practice of prayer that invites God and others into our vision and mission. As a staff, we meet 

every Wednesday morning to pray together. Whenever we gather in ministry teams, we begin with prayer. Equally important 

is praying for the Church (capital C), for all God’s people, and for The United Methodist Church through which we are 

connected. In doing so, we stretch our hearts and spirits in a wider, more Christ-like way. Prayer transcends us and manifests 

the love, peace, and hope that is possible through Christ. 

How do we nurture our connection with God, each other, and the world? Paul advises us: pray without ceasing! So, we begin 

our covenant with the practice of prayer. I invite you to covenant together as a people learning to be a people of God with this 

first promise: We promise to be in constant prayer, alone and together; to thank God; and to ask for God s help in our lives 

and for our church. We promise to listen attentively to God. It gives us the starting point of the journey we share as a people 

of God - to connect to God, connect to each other, and connect to our community. It’s a spiritual practice to which we begin 

and return again and again, all the while encouraging us as a people of God learning how to be a people of God. 

 

 

 

 

We are a people learning to be God’s people…so we begin in prayer. Matthew 7:7-8 says, “Ask, 

and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you. 

For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 

knocks, the door will be opened.” 

Will you join me in constant prayer, thanking God, asking for God’s help in our lives and for our 

church, and listening attentively to God? Here are a few ways to begin: 

• On July 31st Calvary is hosting its third and final Inquiry Session to discuss if Calvary desires to continue its connection 
with The United Methodist Church. Through the remainder of July, you may reach out to members of the leadership 
team to ask questions and voice your perspective. We value each and every one of you. We encourage you to be in 
constant prayer through this time of discernment. 

• We will celebrate Christmas in July on Monday, July 25th from 6 – 9PM in Mohnton Park with a Story Stroll, crafts, and 
a movie! This is a joint activity with the Latino ministry, 4th Generation New Hope. Yes - come join us and invite your 
family and friends. Yes - be in prayer as we reach out into the community. 

• I want to encourage you to read the weekly Calvary Connection…inside you’ll find all sorts of things to pray over, 
including updated prayer requests and upcoming events. 
 
 
 

Promise to Pray, cont’d from pg. 3 
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18 –  Kylie Brumbach 
 18 Bare Ave. 
 Reading, PA 19607 
 

19 –  Joshua Wagner 
 70 Carriage Cir. 

Oley, PA 19547 
 

20 –  Randy Bierly 
1 Hanley Ln. 
Shillington, PA  19607 

 

21 –  Kay Wadsworth 
 256 New Castle Dr. 

Shillington, PA 19607 
 

21 –  Jennifer Clements 
 45 E Mohn St. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

22 –  Lyle Neal 
 10 Pebble Brook Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

22 –  Laura Adams 
 2606 Penn Ave. 

West Lawn, PA  19609 
 

23 –  Dianne Bassetti 
 12 Eagles Lane 

Sinking Spr., PA  19608 
 
23 -  Ron Fox 
 2139 Reading Blvd. 
 West Lawn, PA  19609 

 

A TIME OF DISCERNMENT ~ A Final Opportunity 

Bishop John Schol has invited us to a time of discernment: Do we, 

Calvary U.M. Church, plan to simply continue our mission as part of The 

United Methodist Church or are we interested in considering 

disaffiliation? 

To date, we have held two Inquiry Sessions to discuss and discern 

Calvary’s future, allowing opportunities for members and friends to 

come together to express your thoughts and opinions, listen & consider 

other person’s point of view, ask questions and share together in 

prayer. 

Although the attendance was light at both June session, the 

conversations were meaningful.  Therefore, ONE ADDITIONAL 

SESSION will be offered on Sunday, July 31st, immediately 

following the 10:30AM service.  As before, leaders and participants 

will meet in the airconditioned Chapel.  No R.S.V.P. is necessary, and 

attendance my be in-person or via Zoom using the links below. 

Finally, as previously offered, a second mode to convey your personal 

thoughts is still available.  Simply call, speak with, email, or send a 

signed letter to any of Calvary’s leadership team below. 

Carol Adams (610-777-3764); adamsjimca@comcast.net  

Deb Bierly (610-823-3750); drbierly@msn.com  

Laura Conlin (610-856-1077);  lconlin@racc.edu  

Michelle Daniels (610-207-2483); mdanfam@gmail.com  

Vickie Dautrich (281-753-1003);  vicki.l.dautrich@nasa.gov 

Pastor Matthew Davis (717-917-5342); 
christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com 

 

Sara Erb (484-663-1548); sarabenerb@yahoo.com  

Gloria Hutzell gjhutz@gmail.com  

Zachary Martin (717-701-1008); zach1606@gmail.com 
 

Jen Raszkiewicz (484-529-6850); 
jwerner2179@hotmail.com 

 

Pastor Tamie Scalise (610-780-1486); 
pastortamie@gmail.com  

 

Dave Svetz (610-451-1858); dave.svetz@gmail.com 
 

Bob & Joann Werner (610-777-1771); 
rob24ert@comcast.net 

 

CLICK TO ZOOM VIA PC 
ZOOM by Phone: 1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; Password: 082013 

 

100% Juice, Gatorade, elbow pasta, spaghetti 
noodles, canned chicken breast, Kleenex, toilet 

paper, peanut butter, individual packaged 
snacks and cookies, juice pouches or boxes, 
granola bars. dish washing liquid, deodorant, 

hand soap, body wash. Q- tip, cotton balls, band 
aids, mouthwash, toothpaste & toothbrushes, 

dental floss, shampoo,  
and large gallon Ziploc bags. 

 

Collecting school supplies needed by Aug. 
15: X-large bookbags only, each needing two 
pocket folders, spiral notebooks, pocket-size 
tissues, pink pencil top erasers, glue sticks, 

highlighters, colored pencils, markers, Sharpies 
& Elmer's glue 

 

mailto:jimca@comcast.net
mailto:drbierly@msn.com
mailto:lconlin@racc.edu
mailto:mdanfam@gmail.com
mailto:vicki.l.dautrich@nasa.gov
mailto:christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com
mailto:sarabenerb@yahoo.com
mailto:gjhutz@gmail.com
mailto:zach1606@gmail.com
mailto:jwerner2179@hotmail.com
mailto:pastortamie@gmail.com
mailto:dave.svetz@gmail.com
mailto:rob24ert@comcast.net
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09

