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May 1st, 2022 
Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 

 

10:30 AM  
In-house & Livestream  

WORSHIP &  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Dave Svetz 
 

Worship is also available via 
livestream through Calvary’s website 

homepage.   Go to: 
calvaryumcmohnton.org or  

click on the link below. 

SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 
CLICK HERE 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH              May 1st – May 7th, 2022 

Connect to God. 

Connect to each other. 

Connect to the community. 

 

The Breath of Resurrection 

Sermon Message by Pastor Tamie on 04/24/22 
John 20:19-23, 30-1 

 
Shalom aleichem. 

Translated from Hebrew, “peace be with you.” 

         This is the greeting Jesus shares with his disciples four times 
after his resurrection in the gospels of Luke and John. While these 
words are a common greeting of the Hebrew people, there’s something 
so much more empowering about these words on this day of the 
resurrection. In the gospel of John, the resurrection, commissioning, 
and receiving the Holy Spirit occurs simultaneously. They are all tied 
together in the spirit of these words of peace and the reconciling peace 
experienced by a community suffering from trauma. The words of 
peace are the breath of resurrection. 

         We cannot comprehend the “heart” meaning of these words of 
peace without reflecting on the circumstances in which this community 
is gathered. Here’s a quick review of the timeline: Jesus was arrested 
in the Garden of Gethsemane on Thursday; condemned, crucified, and 
buried on Friday before the Sabbath day began at sundown; entombed 
on Saturday during the Sabbath day; resurrected and appeared to 
Mary Magdalene on Sunday morning. While these are all things that 
happened to Jesus, they also happened to this community of disciples. 
Moreover, each one of the disciples has experienced additional levels 
of trauma, including the denial of Peter, the threat of being identified as 
a follower and uncertainty of additional repercussions that might follow, 
the suicide of Judas Iscariot, the discovery of the empty tomb, and then 
the amazing - most befuddling - news of the resurrected Jesus. In the 
brevity of three days, this community has experienced intense trauma 
- violence, grief, confusion, and fear. There had been betrayals and 
broken promises and disappointments; now they face an uncertain 
future.  

        With the trauma comes the doubts, shaming, what ifs, finger-
pointing, anger, numbing grief, and fear as they try to process the 
horrific death and now unknowns of their dearest friend and teacher, 
Jesus. All of us can relate to such sleepless days and nights, 

~cont’d pg. 2 
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Supporting Family Promise of Berks County 

Calvary members & friends, as well as the children & families of 

Wyomissing Valley Preschool & Calvary Care, are collecting the 

personal hygiene items for Family Promise. Everyone is invited to 

generously donate the following items: 

01 –  Dan Bentz 
 14 Foxtail Pl. 

Wernersville, PA 19565 
 
01 –  Dennis Bowers 
 92 Comanche Dr. 

Auburn, PA  17922 
 
01 –  Angela Juckem 
 1 Reading Dr., Apt. 151 

Wernersville, PA 19565 
 
02 – Karisa Stump 
 585 Wolfe Lane 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 
02 –  Mark Gerard 
 2269 Welsh Rd. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 
03 –  Ken Dearstyne, Jr. 
 454 Kenny Dr. 
 Sinking Spr., PA 19608 
 
04 –  Elsie Miller 

544 Mohns Hill Rd. 
Sinking Spr., PA  19608 
 

04 –  Darla Wagner 
142 Hemlock Rd. 
Reading, PA 19607 
 

04 –  Jesse Angstadt 
1182 Maple Grove Rd. 
Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

06 –  Tony Tomczak 
323 Summit St. 
W. Reading, PA 19611 
 

06 –  Quinn Raszkiewicz 
1122 Lehigh Avenue 
Wyomissing, PA  19610 
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  • Shampoo  • Conditioner  • Body Wash  

• Diapers  •  Laundry Soap • Dryer Sheets 

• Toothbrushes • Toothpaste  • Laundry Soap 

• Razors  • Shaving crème  
 

DONATIONS may be brought to the church on Sunday mornings or 

during the week (please call the church office at 610-777-8441 before 

stopping by to be sure someone is here & the doors are open.) 
 

A large plastic TOTE CONTAINER will be available in the Gathering 

Area to collect items. 
 

MAY MIFFLIN COMMUNITY  
FOOD MINISTRY NEEDS: 

 

Peanut Butter    
Canned Chicken Breast 
Spaghetti Noodles    
Elbow Pasta 

Kids age 3 (accompanied by a parent) – 5th grade 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Sermon ~cont’d from 
pg. 1 
 
the replaying of events over 
and over in our heads, the 
wondering of how we could 
have changed the outcome, 
the question of blame, the 
shame of our own actions or 
lack of action, the 
accusations we make of 
others, and even the anger 
we direct at Jesus and God. 
While the good news of the 
resurrection - Christ is risen! 
- is joyous, the anxiety, 
confusion, and fear still 
resonate. The very sanctity 
of this community is at risk. 
Who the community decides 
to be now and how they 
choose to be together will be 
the very root of their future. 

When Jesus joins his 
beloved community, he 
does so by sharing God’s 
peace, shalom aleichem. 
Peace be with you. The 
Greek word used for peace 
is eirene, which means “one, 
peace, quietness, or rest.” It 
comes from the verb eiro 
which means to join or 
weave together that which 
has been separated or 
divided. We might use the 
expression, “having it all 
together.” The word conveys 
a sense of inner rest, well-
being, and harmony. Most 
significantly, the ultimate 
peace is a state of 
reconciliation with God, 
which relates entirely to the 
personal relationships we 
have with ourselves, each 
other, and God. For Jesus, 
this is more than a common 
greeting.          

~cont’d pg. 4 
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Jesus uses the words of peace as the force of forgiveness and healing - to weave together that which has been separated. 
He joins the community through which he had been betrayed, denied, and abandoned. While they might not have been 
shouting, “Crucify him,” they remained silent. Most of them abandoned him in the judgment, the dying, and even the burial. 
He returns to the very community with which he covenanted, with which he had shared his deepest, most vulnerable self, and 
which failed him in his darkest hour. He came to tell them, “Shalom aleichem.” Peace be with you. Jesus offers the gift of 
forgiveness, the ultimate gift of mercy. Jesus shows us the way to peace by being the peace. 

 The work of reconciliation is not single-sided. Jesus offers the 
disciples an opportunity to see the wounds on his hands and his side. 
While this is about identity, it’s also an intimate moment of revealing his 
wounds - as if to name and identify the pain he has endured. It’s not easy 
to gaze upon the hurt we have caused others. We must. And we must 
embrace the opportunity to understand the pain of others and to apologize 
for our participation in the pain, intentionally or not. This is the heart-work 
of peace. In this moment, Jesus also offers the disciples the gift of 
processing all they had witnessed and validates their experience. There’s 
no denying the trauma. Together they face the horrors of these days - maybe touching, embracing, mourning, questioning, 
apologizing - to heal and transform their fear into a great sense of peace. Jesus reassures them that even in his dying, he is 
always with them. In this grace-filled reunion to this beloved community, in those few words of peace, Jesus repairs hearts, 
restores relationships, and reconciles - reconciles himself with the others; reconciles the relationships between the disciples; 
reconciles the beloved community with God.  

 Christ’s marks represent the wounds of the world. Apologies. Forgiveness. This is the heart-work of healing necessary 
in this troubled, broken world. There’s a deep resistance to apologies, because it forces us to recognize and face our frailties 
and faults. Restoring broken relationships calls us to a place of transformation. In learning how we are causing pain, we are 
given an invitation to reorient our ways. As our Christian faith teaches us, apologies force us to face the fullness of our 
humanity - all the brokenness and the goodness. When a heartfelt apology is offered and received, there is nothing more 
beautiful and whole and restorative for everyone. There is barely a day that passes when we could all say the most healing 
words of our language, “I’m sorry,” without a single “but” to defend ourselves. Have you experienced the power of a heartfelt 
apology? Have you offered a heartfelt apology? We’re all connected - all of humanity, all of creation - so the most 
transformative forces of love are heartfelt apologies and forgiveness. 

 Peace be with you. These words reclaim wholeness. The very act of speaking to them draws all listeners into a shared 
space of mercy and grace. It’s our choice to share them; it’s our choice to receive them. When we do, when we claim them 
and step into the vulnerable space of compassionate listening and sharing in the wounds we both cause and carry, then we 
become peacemakers. The peace Christ offers his disciples is not absent of violence and conflict; the peace Christ offers is 
a way through it for all of us. 

 Jesus’ peace is designed to move this community from beyond their sorrow, shame, confusion, and fear into the 
purpose Jesus has for them. For the second time, he speaks the words of peace, “Shalom aleichem!” Peace be with you. 
Then he commissions the disciples, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (John 20:21). It’s here that Jesus breathes 
upon the disciples the Holy Spirit and directs them, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained” (John 20:23). The resurrection breath of Jesus empowers the disciples to spread the word of peace, 
both challenging what is needed for the sake of those suffering and to offer abundant forgiveness. Sharing the words of peace 
is the very breath of resurrection - the seed of reconciliation and new life. Jesus invites us, in the same way he was sent, we, 
too, shall be peacemakers.  

 We are sent into the wounded world, into our everyday lives to breathe resurrection upon the world - to share the 
words of peace with those suffering. In our compassionate presence of grace and our merciful work of reconciliation, we 
restore the fullness of God’s creation. As we have received the breath of resurrection, may we share Christ’s peace with each 
other and the community. I invite you to one or more of the following church and community events…             
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[And] we must embrace the 
opportunity to understand the pain 

of others and to apologize for our 
participation in the pain, 

intentionally or not. This is the 
heart-work of peace. 



 

 

Berks For Peace is hosting a series of events for National Youth Violence Prevention Week starting tomorrow. “Together, we 
can end violence. United in action.” In addition to raising awareness, Berks for Peace seeks to create community connections 
and inspire people to engage in the arts as a creative outlet and healing tool. There are so many opportunities to engage, 
from making lawn signs to a poetry workshop to performing arts events and a film fest. I invite you to join me in the Berks for 
Peace Walk next Saturday, April 30th at 9 AM. 

 On Sunday, May 1st, in celebration of Earth Day and in the spirit of building community connections, Calvary is hosting 
a Story Stroll in the Mohnton Park from 1 - 3PM. Children and families will be able to enjoy the book A Stone Sat Still by 
Brendan Wenzel while strolling along the park path. Additional activities, including rock painting and yoga, will be held in the 
pavilion. Spread the word to family, friends, and neighbors. Join us as we connect with our community with a message of 
peace and reconciliation. 

 As a P.R.I.S.M. initiative (remember People Representing Inspired Spiritual Movement), we are supporting Family 
Promise of Berks County. We are collecting hygiene products - from shampoo to dish soap to dryer sheets. Donations will be 
received in the gathering area until Sunday, May 8th. 

 Peace be with you. 

 

 

 

This is the second letter about congregations seeking to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church. The first 

letter addressed: [The bishop’s first letter was reprinted in the March 20, 2022 Calvary Connection.] 

  

•           The heart of the matter. 

•           Who EPA will be. 

•           EPA’s focus. 
 

God did not bring us to this place for our destruction, but a future of hope. ~Jeremiah 29:11 
 

Dear United Methodist Laity and Clergy in Eastern Pennsylvania, 

  

In this season, we are encountering what Methodism has faced several times since its inception in 

1784, churches disaffiliating from the denomination. In the past it has been because of slavery, 

women in ministry, integration of the church, and today it is because of different beliefs about 

ministry with and by LGBTQ persons. Let me be clear, LGBTQ persons are not the reason for our 

differences, our differences are because of our own beliefs, traditions, understandings, and 

attitudes. 

  

The elected and staff leadership has chosen to be transparent and share forthrightly the information 

about the challenges and how churches may disaffiliate. The third and final letter about 

disaffiliation will be shared in May, and it will provide the process, costs, and steps to disaffiliate 

from The United Methodist Church (UMC) and the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference (EPA). 

  

In this letter I will share: 

• Foundational beliefs, theology and commitments. 

• Pathways for EPA and your congregation’s future.  
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Foundational Beliefs, Theology and Commitments 

United Methodists have foundational values that shape who we are as disciples, as a denomination 

and as congregations. Some of these include the following: 

  

Grace - God’s grace is sufficient for salvation and is offered to all through a personal relationship 

with Jesus Christ. 

  

Extending God’s Grace - Grace is extended through the sacraments of communion and baptism to 

adults, youth, and children, inviting all people into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and by 

practicing the Wesleyan means of grace[i]. 

  

The Bible – The Bible is the primary authority and revelation for salvation and holy living, and is 

interpreted through tradition, reason, and experience. 

  

Personal and Social Holiness – United Methodists grow spiritually and are accountable for witness, 

service, and doing justice in the world. 

  

Connectionalism - United Methodists are connected through a web of congregations and 

organizations that share a common mission, doctrine, apportioned financial mission support, 

itineracy, and holy conferencing. 

  

Trust Clause – As a connectional church, United Methodists hold property in common. Property of 

The United Methodist Church is held in trust for the United Methodist mission and ministry. When 

a church discontinues as a United Methodist congregation, either by closing or disaffiliating from 

The United Methodist Church, all real and personal property reverts back to The United Methodist 

Church to strengthen the witness and mission of the church. The third letter will further explain 

why and how churches in this season of disaffiliation may leave the denomination with their 

property.  

  

Diversity and Inclusion – United Methodists welcome, include, and involve all people in the life of 

the church guided by the scriptures, doctrine, and Wesleyan values. 

  

Open Itineracy – United Methodist bishops and superintendents teach, support and practice open 

itineracy in making appointments while at the same time recognizing differences among 

congregations in theology, languages spoken, leadership needs and contexts.   

  

EPA Commitment - Further, EPA at the 2019 Annual Conference Session, affirmed that it would 

be One Church, a conference that strives to be racially, ethnically, linguistically, geographically, 

theologically and in beliefs. In essence we affirmed that we are bound together through our 

common calling to love God and to love our neighbor, and that we have a common mission.  

  

Being One Church, we in essence recognized that there will be differences in the way 

congregations live out the calling and mission. We believe that all congregations are called to show 

hospitality to whoever comes to our churches and that we would have congregations in which 

LGBTQ persons would lead side by side with heterosexual leaders and that there would be 

congregations that would not have leaders or appointments of LGBTQ persons. We understood that 

there would not be one way of doing and being in ministry, but that we would all love God and our 

neighbor. EPA has affirmed this, and this is how we continue to form, lead, and serve. 
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Pathways for EPA and Your Congregation’s Future 

The elected and staff leadership of EPA are calling all congregations to a time of discernment. The 

world and church have been through a difficult season and as we emerge from this season, all 

congregations are invited to discern what God has next for them. Over the next two years, EPA will 

focus on its mission and ministry with our communities. This mission and ministry is primarily 

through our congregations, and therefore, our emphasis will be on assisting congregations to be 

healthy, vital mission congregations. 
 

While there will be some congregations that seek disaffiliation, more than 90% of our time will be 

spent with the congregations that seek to continue our core mission and values. The pathways for 

EPA include, but are not limited to, the following: 

1. Growing a Vital Mission Congregation – training, planning, and coaching to develop and 

carry out a plan to grow any one or more of the following: worship, small groups, mission 

engagement, new disciples, and generosity; 

2. Missional Sustainability – understanding your congregation’s financial strengths and 

challenges and how to strengthen your sustainability; 

3. A Path Towards Wholeness Training and Planning – learning, understanding, and growing 

to end the sin of racism; 

4. Property Development – assessing your property for future mission (building expansion, 

turning space into community ministry, selling property); and,  

5. Conflict Resolution – a facilitated process for congregations experiencing conflict about 

direction, mission, leadership, or programing. 

God has a great future for your congregation and EPA. All are invited to discern a pathway for your 

congregation to emerge into God’s vision and hope for the mission and ministry of your 

congregation. Together we will be United Methodists, a grace filled diverse people faithfully 

following God’s calling in each context where our congregations are planted. 
 

Keep the faith! 
 

Bishop John Schol 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eastern PA Conference offers four camping locations with a wonderful myriad of 
camping themes.  NOW is the time to be looking over the various websites to check 
out their electronic brochures and registration areas.  NOW is the time to start talking 
to your brothers, sisters, and friends about experiencing a camp adventure this 
summer!  

Partial scholarship funds are available through Calvary Church (one scholarship per 
child per season).  If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Matthew at 717-
917-5342 or christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com.    

Below are the links to each of the camps: 

Gretna Glen Camp and Retreat Center 

Innabah Camp and Retreat Center 

Pocono Plateau Camp and Retreat Center 

Carson Simpson Farm 

The Eastern PA Conference offers four camping locations with a wonderful myriad of 
camping themes.  NOW is the time to be looking over the various websites to check 
out their electronic brochures and registration areas.  NOW is the time to start talking 
to your brothers, sisters, and friends about experiencing a camp adventure this 
summer!  

Partial scholarship funds are available through Calvary Church (one scholarship per 
child per season).  If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Matthew at 717-
917-5342 or christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com.    

Below are the links to each of the camps: 

Gretna Glen Camp and Retreat Center 

Innabah Camp and Retreat Center 

Pocono Plateau Camp and Retreat Center 

Carson Simpson Farm 

  

mailto:christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com
https://gretnaglen.org/summer-camp/step-1-pick-a-program/
https://www.innabah.org/camp-information
http://www.poconoplateau.org/summer_camp
https://www.csfarm.org/activities-programs
mailto:christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com
https://gretnaglen.org/summer-camp/step-1-pick-a-program/
https://www.innabah.org/camp-information
http://www.poconoplateau.org/summer_camp
https://www.csfarm.org/activities-programs

