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April 17th, 2022 
Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 

 

9:00 AM  
PRAISE SERVICE & LIVESTREAM 

 

10:30 AM  
TRADITIONAL & LIVESTREAM 

 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Shannon 
McBride 

 

Worship is also available via 
livestream through Calvary’s website 

homepage.   Go to: 
calvaryumcmohnton.org or  

click on the link below. 

SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 
CLICK HERE 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH              April 17th – April 23rd, 2022 

Connect to God. 

Connect to each other. 

Connect to the community. 

 
~GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE~ 

You are invited to a 7PM evening service in Calvary’s 
sanctuary recalling and reflecting on the passion and 
death of Christ.  The service will also be livestreamed 

through Calvary’s website homepage.  Pastor Matthew will 
provide the message. 

~HOLY SATURDAY~ 

During a drop-in period from 9AM-12PM, participants will 
be given the opportunity to experience a time of quiet 

reflection & prayer while moving through a self-guided, 
interactive series of seven contemplative stations.  

 

Come as you are, with an open heart & spirit,  
ready to contemplate more deeply  
the time Jesus spent in the tomb. 

Good Friday, 
April 15th 

 

AND 
 

Easter 
Monday, 

April 18th 

We will give praise & thanks to God as we joyfully 
celebrate Christ’s resurrection, worshipping  

in-person at 9AM w/ the Praise team, as well as at  
a traditional service at 10:30AM. 

Both services will be livestreamed. 
. 

 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/


 

 

 

Sermon Message by Pastor Tamie on Palm Sunday 
Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Our readings from the gospel of Luke and Psalm 118 go together like pancakes and syrup, like peas and carrots, like 
coffee and cream, like salt and pepper, like copy and paste. During this week, when our Jewish brethren are celebrating 
Passover, our Christian family is also proclaiming the victory song of Psalm 118. In the Jewish and Christian stories, we 
celebrate the liberating actions of God! 

 The psalmist begins and ends with praise, saying, “O give thanks to the Lord, for [God] is good, for [God’s] steadfast 
love endures forever.” In between, the psalmist recounts and celebrates God’s saving act that released the Israelite people 
from slavery in Egypt. The Hebrew people remember what God has done for them even though it’s many generations later. 
Their celebration becomes a procession of sheer joy to the temple gates. As they enter the gates, the people wave branches 
and march together, singing and rejoicing for the saving grace of God. They march to the altar, where they give thanks for 
God’s everlasting, loving kindness. This festival psalm is read during Passover as the Jewish community celebrates what God 
has already done with the expectation that God will do it again! It’s in this spirit that Jesus awaits at the gates of Jerusalem, 
poised on a colt, to enter the holy city for the festival of Passover. 

 The gospel of Luke knots together the liberating work of God that has already happened with the deepest longing of 
the people’s current lives. Once again, they live under the oppressive rule of the Roman Empire. In fact, at the opposite west 
gate, Pilate, along with the Roman army, is also entering the city gates to ensure the festivities of Passover do not get unruly. 
The echo is palpable. The air is thick with hope with the arrival of a supposed Messiah who can raise people from the dead 
and even save rich-man Zacchaeus, tax collector and collaborator with Rome, to make restitution for his fraud and give to the 
poor. Liberation is once again standing at the gates of Jerusalem, and the people cannot contain their joy! 

 As Jesus enters the gates of Jerusalem, the crowd lays down their cloaks on the road and waves branches, singing 
their praise to Jesus, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord.” This is a play on the words of the victory song 
in the psalm, changing “blessed is the one” to “blessed is the king.” They add another layer, singing, “Peace in heaven, and 
glory in the highest heaven!” Their song anticipates God’s act to establish peace in Jerusalem. The Pharisees nearby respond 
by commanding Jesus to silence the people’s cries…those dangerous cries claiming Jesus as King and beseeching peace in 
their land, urgently imploring for peace in Jerusalem. The cry of the people is so deep, the joy is so wild that Jesus explains, 
“if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” We find a people coming to celebrate Passover, commemorating God’s 
victory over their Egyptian captors and who anticipate another liberation from their Roman oppressors. 

 Psalm 118 takes us through the gates of righteousness, into the house of the Lord, and to the altar. Once there the 
assembled people offer their gratitude and praise to God. On the other hand, the gospel reading of the procession with Jesus 
entering Jerusalem ends suddenly; the procession takes us nowhere. We are left standing in the streets, waving our palms 
and yelling, “Hosanna! Jesus, save us!” Theologian Mark W. Stamm explains that processions were originally going 
somewhere (Feasting on the Word: Year C, Volume 2, 150). The people might pour out into the streets to pray for protection 
from invaders; they might process to the temple to make sacrifices; the procession might take them to the fields where they 
pray for an abundant harvest. Stamm advises that we have to ask ourselves - where is this procession going? 

If you have your Bible or open a Bible app on your phone to Luke 19:41; let’s look at where Luke’s Jesus leads the procession. 
The gospel continues, “As [Jesus] came near and saw the city, he wept over it” (Luke 19:41). Jesus wept. Today there is a 
chapel built in the shape of a teardrop called Dominus Flevit, or “the Lord weeps.” It’s there, halfway down the Mount of Olives, 
that Jesus is presumed to have wept. As the people are shouting out their praise for a king and waving their palms, as they 
plead for liberation and peace, Jesus’ heart is overcome with grief, overwhelmed by compassion. He explains, “If you, even 
you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes” (Luke 19:42). 
Though they long for peace, as we will see later in the week, they maintain a distorted version of peace. Jesus mourns for his 
people who do not know the way of peace. It’s not a war nor a king that they need. The peace they desire is with them. The 
peace is Jesus. 

 

Where’s It Going? 
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Let’s keep reading. Jesus makes another stop. “Then [Jesus] entered the temple and began to drive out those who 
were selling things there; and he said, ‘It is written, “My house shall be a house of prayer; but you have made it a den of 
robbers”’” (Luke 19:45-6). When Jesus arrives at the temple, there is no procession to the altar. Jesus is horrified at how 
sacrifices made to God have become a source of profit, how the temple is its own business. People come expecting to 
experience God’s mercy and grace; instead, they are robbed. Infuriated, Jesus challenges his people’s leadership with the 
words of the prophet Jeremiah to act justly with one another. The oppression is more than the outside forces of the Roman 
Empire; it comes from how we treat one another, how we care for immigrants, children, women, disabled - the lost, poor, 
imprisoned, and powerless. It’s not a priest that they need in a broken religious system that perpetuates harmful ways of 
exclusion and extortion. They fail to recognize the price of true peace. Soon, they will experience the sacrifice of the One who 
offers peace to the whole world.  
 

 The story continues. According to the gospel, “Every day [Jesus] was teaching in the temple. The chief priests, the 
scribes, and the leaders of the people kept looking for a way to kill him; but they did not find anything they could do, for all the 
people were spellbound by what they heard” (Luke 19:47-8). During this week leading up to the Jewish Passover celebration, 
throngs of people pilgrimage to Jerusalem and offer sacrifices at the temple. Just as the crowds could not help but cry out, 
“Hosanna!” to Jesus as he entered Jerusalem, so Jesus could not help but teach every day in the temple. Spies were sent to 
listen and ask questions designed as traps. Boldly, he could not be silenced. He arrived in the temple where not even the 
threat of death could separate him from the God he loves and humbly serves. Now that is some kind of procession! Now that 
is a powerful witness to the everlasting love of God! 
 Palm Sunday is such a glorious day, joy-filled with a beautiful procession of song and waving palms! It’s a delight to 
see the choir and children circle the sanctuary. It’s awesome to cry out to our Lord Jesus, imploring, “Hosanna! Save us!” Do 
our hearts not burst with the same plea for justice, restoration, and peace, in our lives, the community, and the world? Do we 
not come with the expectation to meet salvation, trusting in God’s everlasting love and mercy? Just as Jesus marched through 
Jerusalem, responding to the hearts of the Hebrew people, Jesus is here with us. Jesus is leading us in the same way. As 
followers of Jesus the Christ, I think it’s important to retrace the colt-steps of Jesus and consider these things: 

1) How will we weep for our community and world? 
2) How can we use our voices to challenge the unjust ways that oppress the lost, poor, and powerless? 
3) How will we dedicate our hearts to the teachings of Jesus that his peace might live within us? 
 

 Unlike those who met Jesus with jubilance at the gates of Jerusalem, we have the benefit of knowing the ending, and 
that requires more of us. We have the greater lens to grasp the story of salvation in Christ that embodies this suffering world 
and takes us to Golgotha where we are able to discover what makes for peace. Every year we are called to walk more deeply 
in both - more compassionately in the suffering world and more faithfully in the redemptive story in Christ. Between today and 
Sunday, the most powerful act of love transpires - Jesus dying on the cross for the world that we might know the true price of 
peace. To experience Easter, you must experience the passion of Christ. There’s no leaping between Palm Sunday and 
Easter. To experience the resurrection, you must first experience the tomb. You can do so in multiple ways. I invite you to 
finish reading the gospel of Luke this week, starting where we just left off at chapter 20. There are also two additional worship 
experiences - the Tenebrae service on Good Friday at 7 PM, which will be live-streamed, and The Way of Sorrow stations on 
Holy Saturday, which are self-guided between 9 AM and noon. All three of these unique experiences will reflect on the passion 
of Christ. 
 Most importantly, today, we have to ask ourselves, too, where is this procession going? Where is our Palm Sunday 
procession taking us? It’s such a delightful question! Are we simply parading in circles around the sanctuary, or are we 
following Jesus? Today, our procession really is taking us somewhere. Like Jesus, we are going into our community to connect 
with our friends, neighbors, and strangers. It’s taking us outside these walls to the side lawn where we are hosting a light 
luncheon and community Easter egg hunt! This is my third Lenten season at Calvary - but the first one when Palm Sunday 
and Easter were actually celebrated in the sanctuary. Our Palm Sunday procession is taking us to the first community event 
hosted at our church in two years! It’s a time of great joy and celebration. I invite all of you to stay, whether hunting eggs or 
not, and simply be present with our community. A season of new life is emerging when we can better foster the connections 
with our community and when we carry with us the peace of Christ for the world. With heartfelt praise let us proclaim, “O give 
thanks to the Lord, for [God] is good, for [God’s] steadfast love endures forever.” 
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THANK YOU to the following persons and families who contributed to the work and 
ministries of Calvary Church with special gifts in honor/memory of loved ones in 
celebration of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ.  A total of $830 was donated. 

A gift has been given to adorn the altar with Easter Lilies 
 
by Gerry Postetter in loving memory of Dick Postetter. 
by Marianna Wolfe in honor of the Not by Choice members. 
by Lyle & Cheryl Neal in loving memory of Lyle’s parents, Frank & Irmgard Neal; Cheryl’s parents, Raymond 
 & Gloria Renninger, and Louanna Wagner. 
 
A gift has been given for Ukrainian Refugees (UMCOR) 
 
by Gerry Postetter in loving memory of Dick Postetter. 
by Shannon & Andrew McBride in honor of Robert Steffey, Jr., Wanda & Sean Steffey, Miriam Steffey, Doris  

McCleary, and Marianna Wolfe. 
by Shannon & Andrew McBride in honor of Pastor Tamie and Pastor Matthew. 
by Ron & Diane Anderson in memory of Debbie Fernsler. 
by Bob & Wanda Steffey in honor of Pastor Tamie and Pastor Matthew for reminding us, through their sermons,  

to praise God for all we have and to share some of what we have with others through prayer and giving. 
by Don & Kay Wadsworth in joyful thanksgiving for our family, those in heaven and on earth. 
by Angela Juckem in loving memory of Bob. 
by Danny & Gloria Hutzell in honor of their grandchildren: Paige & Lillyanne DeLoretta and Zayn el Samahy 
by Bruce & Pat Madeira in honor of their family. 
by Gerald & Audrey Kinsel in loving memory of all the precious lives lost in the Ukrainian invasion. 
by Lyle & Cheryl Neal in loving memory of Lyle’s parents, Frank & Irmgard Neal; Cheryl’s parents, Raymond 
 & Gloria Renninger, and Louanna Wagner. 
 

SUPPORTING FAMILY PROMISE OF BERKS COUNTY 

Calvary members & friends, as well as the children & families of 

Wyomissing Valley Preschool & Calvary Care, are collecting the personal 

hygiene items for Family Promise. Everyone is invited to generously donate 

the following items: 

 

Page 4 

   • Shampoo  • Conditioner   • Body Wash  

• Diapers  •  Laundry & Dish Soap • Dryer Sheets 

• Toothbrushes • Toothpaste   • Soap 

• Razors  • Shaving crème  
 

DONATIONS may be brought to the church on Sunday mornings or during the week (please call the church 

office at 610-777-8441 before stopping by to be sure someone is here & the doors are open.) 
 

A large plastic TOTE CONTAINER will be available in the Gathering Area to collect items. 
 

You may also visit Amazon Wish List, using the link above, to view a detailed list, as well as, optionally, 

order directly through Amazon.  Items will be mailed to Family Promise of Berks County. 



 

 

EASTER SPECIAL GIFTS, cont’d 
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A gift has been given to the Good Shepherd Mission 
 

by Angela Juckem in loving memory of Bob. 
by Marianna Wolfe in loving memory of Charlie. 
by Shannon & Andrew McBride in memory of Robert  

Steffey, Sr., Arthur & Shirley Givler, Mike Steffey, 
Stewart McCleary, and Charlie Wolfe. 

by Lyle & Cheryl Neal in loving memory of Lyle’s parents, 
Frank & Irmgard Neal; Cheryl’s parents,  
Raymond & Gloria Renninger, and Louanna  
Wagner. 

 

A gift has been given to the Community Benevolence 
Fund 
 
by Ron & Diane Anderson in memory of Shea Anderson. 
by Angela Juckem in loving memory of Bob. 
by Bruce & Pat Madeira in honor of their family. 
by Lyle & Cheryl Neal in loving memory of Lyle’s parents, 
Frank & Irmgard Neal; Cheryl’s parents, Raymond 
 & Gloria Renninger, and Louanna Wagner. 
 

The Eastern PA Conference offers four camping locations with a wonderful myriad of 

camping themes.  NOW is the time to be looking over the various websites to check out their 

electronic brochures and registration areas.  NOW is the time to start talking to your brothers, 

sisters, and friends about experiencing a camp adventure this summer!  

Partial scholarship funds are available through Calvary Church (one scholarship per child per 

season).  If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Matthew at 717-917-5342 

or christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com.    

To learn more about the offerings at each camp facility, check out their websites below: 

 www.gretnaglen.org   www.innabah.org 

www.poconoplateau.org  www.csfarm.org 
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17 –  Gloria Hutzell 

100 Trolley Ln. 
Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

17 –  Angie Kochan 
18 Northridge Drive, W. 
Mohnton, PA 19540 

 
18 –  Sue Kunkel 
 117 Pennypacker Rd. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

18 –  Veronica Miller  
708 Candy Rd. 
Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

18 –  William Angstadt 
1182 Maple Grove Rd. 
Mohnton, PA  19540 

 

19 –  Carol Adams 

20 Northridge Dr. West 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

19 – Braden Smith 

 3511 Regency Dr. 

Sinking Spr., PA 19608 
 

20 – Jonathan Calata 

43801 Kingston Station Terr. 

Ashburn, Virginia  20148 

 
21 –  Doris Metz 

Berks Heim, Rm B213 

1011 Berks Rd. 

Leesport, PA  19533 

 
 

 

21 –  Renee Troutman 

48 Tee Cir. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

21 –  James Burkhard 

1 Sylvan Lane 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

22 –  Mary Rinehart 

1787 Acorn Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 
 

22 – Dale Wiest 

28 Sage Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 
 

23 –  Liliana Erb 

113 Pennypacker Rd. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

23 –  Kristin Kelley 

1720 Cedar Top Rd. 

Reading, PA 19607 

 

MAY MIFFLIN COMMUNITY FOOD MINISTRY NEEDS: 
 

Peanut Butter   Canned Chicken Breast 
Spaghetti Noodles   Elbow Pasta 

Just an update on 4th 
Generation. As of March 16, 
2022 we have been having 
service with three families. A 
family of four and they bring 
their 3 children and they 
participate with the children's 
ministry. On Tuesday we have a 
zoom class which is going great. 
 

We are having a 4th Generation 
outreach program on June 4, 
2022. We will be having goodies 
for the children, music and 
marketing tools. Giving the 
community information on 
behalf of our new Latino 
Ministry. 
 

Praying for a good outcome on 
that day, especially good 
weather. 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Steven & Theresa Caltagirone who 
welcomed their 2nd child, Lena Marie, into their family 
on April 11th.  She was 8lbs. 9 ozs. & 20.5”. Grandparents, 
Craig & Joyce Caltagirone, are overjoyed at the addition 
of another grandchild to pour out their love upon. A 
rosebud will be placed on the altar on Easter Sunday in 
celebration of Lena’s birth. 


