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April 3rd, 2022 
Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 

 

9:00 AM  
Sunday school for all ages 
Adults – Chapel & Zoom 

Children & Youth – Lower Level 
 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM 
 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Bob Werner 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.   

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 
SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 

CLICK HERE 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH              April 3rd – April 9th, 2022 

Connect to God. 

Connect to each other. 

Connect to the community. 

Mission of Belonging 
3/27/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie 

Scripture: Luke 15:1-3,11b-32 

 

 On March 14th our community joined many other communities 
who are grieving the tremendous loss of a life due to gun violence between 
our young people. And beyond the physical wounds of several young 
people, we are grieving the radiating harm, such as sadness, fear, and 
shame. While the details surrounding the shooting are still under 
investigation, our community must face the difficult journey of healing. 
Whether or not you know any of those directly involved, we all share in its 
lasting impact. The pain of this event is excruciating, and we’re left with 
the weight of big questions. Why, Prince of Peace, do children kill other 
children with guns? How, Divine Healer, do we reconcile the grief, 
suffering, and harm of such a tragic event? How, O God, do we respond 
as a source of hope on the way to the kin-dom of God here on earth, in 
our community?  

 This reading from scripture, fondly known as the Parable of the 
Prodigal Son, offers us a particular poignant place to reflect on these 
difficult questions. I am so grateful for the familiarity of this story. It’s like 
putting on a well-worn sweater that offers us comfort. The beloved part of 
this story is the remarkable greeting of the father who, after spotting his 
son in the distance, runs out to greet him. This was something a 
Palestinian Jewish patriarch would have never done. He wraps his son in 
a beautiful coat, places a ring on his finger, and throws a huge party. It 
doesn’t seem to matter that this son had sold the family land and 
squandered it away. It doesn’t seem to matter that this son had caused his 
family extreme grief, anxiety, and humiliation. It doesn’t seem to matter if 
the son had any remorse or received any consequences. The father 
received him with such awesome joy that it is striking. While this is a 
powerful illustration of God’s grace and deepest longing for renewing, 
repairing, reconciling, and restoring the whole of creation, the story of the 
prodigal son is only a small part of the greater message. 

Jesus is sharing this parable in response to a complaint from the 
Pharisees and scribes that is intended to disgrace Jesus. As the gathering 
crowd surrounds Jesus, they respond with disgust, saying, “This fellow 
welcomes sinners and eats with them” (Luke 15:2). Without directly 
defending his actions, Jesus teaches a similar message in three parables: 
the Lost Sheep (15:4-7), the Lost Coin (15:8-10), and the Prodigal Son. 
Illustrating his point through three perspectives, Jesus emphasizes his 
mission to seek the lost, to heal broken relationships, and to draw 
everyone into relationship.                ~ cont’d on pg.4 

Easter Candy donations 
needed for our 

Community Easter Egg 
Hunt on Palm Sunday, 

April 10th.  Small, 
individually wrapped 

candy is requested. Place 
donations in the white 
Styrofoam box in the 

Gathering Area. 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/
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4th  Dorismarie Rowe 
1411 Farm Crest Dr. 
Ephrata, PA  17522 

 

4th John Owen 
PSC 477 BOX 15 
FPO AP 96306 

 
5th  Mark Brumbach 
 404 Lyncrest Rd. 

Shillington, PA 19607 
 

7th Sam Scalise 
 35 Robin Lea Lane 

Fleetwood, PA  19522 
 

7th Gwen Alsedek 
230 Hawthorne Ct., N. 
Wyomissing, PA 19610 
 

10th Nadine Jensen 
533 Gregg St. 
Shillington, PA 19607 

 
 

A joyful celebration of Christ’s arrival into Jerusalem.  Following 
the in-person & livestreamed worship service… 

An evening service in 
Calvary’s sanctuary recalling 
and reflecting on the passion 

and death of Christ.  The 
service will also be 

livestreamed & available 
through Calvary’s website 

homepage.  

During a drop-in period from 9AM-12PM, 
participants will be given the opportunity to 

experience a time of quiet reflection & prayer 
while moving through a self-guided series of 

contemplative stations in the sanctuary. Come 
as you are, with an open heart & spirit, ready 
to more deeply recall the time Jesus spent in 

the tomb as he awaited the fulfillment of 
God’s will through his glorious resurrection.  

AN ADULT LENTEN STUDY 
 

Peaceful Practices: A Guide to Healthy Communication in Conflict is a 
curriculum developed by the Mennonite Central Committee to prepare 
hearts and minds to be more Christ-like when dealing with difficult issues, 
as well as learn useful skills to become better overall communicators. 

  
“If we can learn to embody healthy dialogue habitually in 
interpersonal interaction, it will ripple out and affect our 

communities and society.”  
~Jes Stolzfus Buller (curriculum author) 

 

This 6-week Lenten series will be facilitated by Pastor Tamie and offered 
in–person  

and via Zoom from 5:45-6:45PM on the following  
remaining Wednesday evenings in Lent: April 6 & 13. 

 

PARTICIPANTS:  It’s most helpful if you read the discussion materials 
PRIOR to the class sessions.  The readings will be made available on our 

website: calvaryumcmohnton.org.  You may also click on this link:  
Peaceful Practices Reading Materials  

 

All are welcome to participate. 

 

A light lunch served in the Gathering Area and side 
lawn…and then the  

Community Easter Egg Hunt 
for children ages 2 – 5th grade, starting about 12PM.     

No RSVP necessary. 

To view back editions of 

the weekly Calvary 

Connection via PC, tablet, 

or mobile phone 

On Easter Sunday,  
April 17th, we will give praise 

& thanks to God as we 
joyfully celebrate Christ’s 

resurrection, worshipping in-
person at 9AM w/ the Praise 
team and at 10:30AM (with 

livestream).  We will also 
share in the fellowship of 

Holy Communion. 

CLICK HERE 

Happy Birthday to: 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/thursday-am-bible-study/
https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/newsletters-bulletins/
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When? Wednesdays: April 6 & 
20, and May 4 & 18 (5:45-
6:45PM) 
Where? In the Music Room at 
Calvary 
 

What?  Singing, Bible Stories, 
Crafts, Dancing, Activities, and 

loads of FUN! 

IN CELEBRATION OF EASTER A VARIETY OF GIFTS may be given in honor of or in 

memory of loved ones.  Please indicate your choice(s) below.  Checks may be made payable 

to: “Calvary UMC” with the gift designation & your Env. # in the memo section. 
 

 

I / We would like to contribute the following as an Easter gift(s):  (Indicate the number in the blank/$10 ea.) 
 

________Easter Lily ($10 ea.)                                ________ Community Benevolence Fund ($10 ea.)  
 

________Good Shepherd Mission, General Support ($10 ea.) 
 

________ Ukrainian Refugee Support (UMCOR’s International Disaster Relief), Advance #982450 
 
 

NAME: _____________________________________________________________   Env. #_______ 

(Please print clearly.) 
 

IN HONOR OF:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IN MEMORY OF:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE PLACE YOUR COMPLETED FORM & DONATION IN JANET DEARSTYNE’S CHURCH MAILBOX 

(A10), OR MAIL IT TO HER ATTENTION AT: CUMC, 1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540. 

DEADLINE: ON OR BEFORE PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 10TH, 2022. 
 

Please allow PLENTY of time for snail mail to reach the church.  It often takes more than 2 weeks! 

“Be generous to the poor—you’ll never go 
hungry; shut your eyes to their needs and 
run a gauntlet of curses.” ~ Proverbs 28:27 

(MSG) 

RECENT PRAYER REQUESTS 

Jim Adams – Recovering from shoulder replacement surgery 

Ollie Baker - Two heart stents placed to relieve blockage; may need bypass 
surgery to address add’l blockage 

Ray Dautrich - Father of Vickie; will have surgery on 3/31 to implant a heart 
valve stent 

Nick Jacobs - Father of Janet Dearstyne; cystoscopy good; cleared to 
schedule aneurysm repair  

Kay Wadsworth - Scheduled for ankle replacement surgery on April 1st. 



 

 

 

In this we should rejoice and celebrate! Jesus emphasizes just how wide God’s mercy is and reminds us that we are all made 
to be in loving relationship and harmony with God, each other, and all creation. Our world hurts and groans because of our 
separation from one another; we are all lost until we are all found. 

 I want to emphasize that in this story, reparations are intentionally made in multiple places. It begins with the younger, 
sinful son in the joyous greeting. The party isn’t really for the son. It’s for a community of people who have also been harmed 
by the actions of the son. He has sold tribal land, humiliated his community, and violated their religious laws. Sometimes we 
like to exist as observers on the outside and dismiss our role and impact of events in our community or the world. What hurts 
one person, or one family hurts us all. God’s mercy is so wide because of the concentric force of hatred or love, violence or 
peace, despair, or hope. It’s why I ran to meet others in my community who are seeking to heal, repair, and restore the broken 
relationships, grief, and despair from the fight that turned deadly. 

 This week I joined the Governor Mifflin Community Partnership team and approximately one hundred community 
members in a joint conversation to respond to the tragic events of March 14th. The Community Partnership team was 
organized in the school district in the fall and became the perfect platform to host a conversation. The community was invited 
to “come together and create tangible methods to support our students within the neighborhoods and the larger community 
that will strengthen the current and future efforts of the school district.” They broke us into small groups so that everyone had 
an opportunity to share ideas and responses to a series of strength-based questions that would lead to positive action. The 
next hour and a half was a tremendous experience of powerful conversation and visioning and relationship building. 

 What blew me away the most was listening to the foundational principles on which the Community Partnership was 
created. It’s a mission of belonging. A mission of belonging! All I could think is that’s our mission - that’s the mission of Jesus. 
Their focus is on equity, inclusion, and belonging work. And I thought - that sounds a lot like that of Jesus, that sounds a lot 
like the work that we’re doing. They spoke about dignity as a state of inherent value and worth as a human being. According 
to Donna Hicks, dignity is “the glue that holds all of our relationships together” and “the mutual recognition of the desire to be 
seen, heard, listened to, and treated fairly; to be recognized, understood, and to feel safe in the world.” I’m sitting in the secular 
world, and it really felt like church. We are speaking the same language, and we are sharing the same message for a better 
community and a better future. 

 In their work around dignity, in their reflections on equity, inclusion, and belonging, they acknowledged a great 
misconception in the way our schools have typically operated. At the heart of school is this idea of achievement. They said 
we have it all backward. In school, to belong, you need to achieve - academically, athletically, creatively, socially - captain of 
the football team, class president, maybe even class clown. They illustrated a diagram showing this tower you have to climb 
over to get to belonging - a tower that for many blocks growth even before they get started. If you don’t achieve, you don’t 
feel as if you belong. If you don’t feel valued and heard and safe, then you aren’t going to achieve. It’s all backwards. Belonging 
comes before achievement. Everyone should begin with a great sense of dignity, inherent value and worth as a human being, 
and then achieve according to how God has created them. As I thought about this, church has done the same thing. We use 
sin - living a holy life - as the tower to climb over before a person feels like they belong. Repent and we’ll let you in. You can’t 
belong unless you believe like us. If we take seriously the parable of the prodigal son, then belonging is the only criterion - 
belonging just because you are a child of God. 

 That’s why we find the father running from a great distance to greet his lost son with such compassion and mercy. 
Jesus begins with belonging. While the other two parables focused entirely on finding and including all of creation that is 
separated from God and each other, the parable of the prodigal son takes us deeper into God’s redemptive work. We find in 
the midst of this tremendous moment of grace, mercy, and restoration of a long-lost relationship, the disruption of another 
relationship. The elder son returns from a hard day’s work in the field to find the whole village partying with his lost brother. 
He refuses to join the celebration. The father, who had thought that his family was finally whole again, faces yet another lost 
child. And what does he do? He does the same thing he did with the first. He comes running. As the host of this celebration 
designed to repair the damage caused by his son to his neighbors, the father must abandon his guests. This is certainly a 
breach of etiquette. 

3/27/22 Sermon cont’d from pg. 1 
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 The elder son’s behavior is another humiliation for the family and community. At all costs, he is willing to seek out the 
lost, to plead with the elder son to join the celebration and rejoice in the restoration - of his family and the community. Again, 
he humbles himself and extends a grace-filled invitation. You belong, he insists - all that is mine is yours. Jesus concludes 
this chain of parables about the lost being found with an invitation to the feast. The elder son’s response is not known, and 
truthfully, it’s not significant. Jesus’ words are meant for those listening. 

 As Jesus sits among this crowd of sinners, he wonders if the Pharisees 
and scribes will also join them. God’s amazing grace is already abundantly 
offered. The party is already happening. Absolutely everyone belongs; absolutely 
everyone is worthy. The time to rejoice has come. Theologian Leslie J. Hoppe 
explains, “It is as if Jesus is asking the Pharisees and scribes if they are going to 
join him in reaching out to their wayward brothers and sisters, if they are going 
to rejoice with him over God’s most gracious mercy, or if they, like the elder 
brother, will refuse to enter the banquet room, preferring to be on the outside, 
thinking of nothing but their resentment over the reconciliation between God and 
sinners that Jesus came to effect” (Feasting on the Word: Year C. Volume 2, 119-120). Sometimes we need to rethink who 
is lost. Jesus is encouraging us to think differently - metanoia - changing our worldview in how we view the connection between 
sin and belonging. Our local school is doing this same work, rethinking our understanding of belonging and achievement. As 
we develop practices of radical hospitality - not just that people are invited - but by offering an authentic sense of belonging, 
then we foster a deep sense of community and connections with one another. 

 President Volodymyr Zelensky is a true witness to the spirit of God as he stays his course in the fight against Russia 
- negotiating and yet remaining in the gravest danger to inspire acts of love and justice for the peace of his country and the 
world. Zelensky began this fight when he began his presidency. Hanging on the office walls of every government official was 
a mandatory presidential portrait. Zelensky invited them to replace those pictures with photographs of their children to remind 
them of what matters. We would do well to hang the portrait of any child as a reminder of what matters…as a reminder that 
all children matter…as a reminder that we are all children of God (Maren Tirabassa, https://giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com/, March 14 

2022). Our mission is that of belonging. 

 I began by asking, “How do we respond as a source of hope on the way to the kin-dom of God here on earth, in our 
community?” The Community Partnership meeting ended with eighteen teams sharing just one positive action that would 
amplify the strengths of our community to foster relationships and healing. Ideas included various community events, 
developing resource platforms, creating safe spaces for our children to socialize, and a possible art project. I hear in our 
scripture a very clear response. Jesus called out an invitation to all his listeners to join the mission of belonging that is the 
very groundwork of God’s kin-dom. What would it mean for our church family to join in this mission of belonging, to share in 
the work of equity, inclusion, and belonging, and to build a community that recognizes the dignity of everyone? We need 
people who come running and embrace the hurting world, welcome home the lost, sit at the table together with sinners and 
Pharisees, and accept the invitation to receive God’s amazing grace. It’s the mission of belonging, the very heart of God, that 
must be ours. 

  

  

.                  
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Absolutely 
everyone belongs; 

absolutely 
everyone is worthy. 

HELP SAVE A LIFE! 
Won’t you please consider calling the 
Miller-Keystone Blood Center at 610-
926-6060  
or go to 
www.giveapint.org to find  
a donor center near you?    
 

 

HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST? 
Please call or email your prayer requests 

to the church office  
(610-777-8441) or 

administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net 

or call Pastor Tamie at 610-780-1486. 
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Pastor Maddy applied for the 
Dewees Grant through the 

Conference and was awarded 
$2,500 to help advertise & grow 

our Latino Ministry and the “4th 
Generation” congregation. 

This Easter Sunday, April 17th, 
Calvary will again offer TWO 

services ~ a 9AM Praise & Worship 
and a 10:30AM Traditional. 

Holy Communion will be shared 
in the pews at both services. 

Mark Your Calendar! 
Community Vacation 

Bible School 
June 20th – 24th from 6 – 8PM 

in the Mohnton Park! 
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Earlier this year, Family Promise of Berks County reached out 
to local businesses and churches asking for help restocking 
their hygiene pantry for the family and youth that they serve.   
 

In response, Calvary’s next church-wide Stewardship Outreach 
will be held from Sunday, April 3rd through Mother’s Day, May 
8th.  During that time, Calvary members & friends are  

invited to generously donate the following items: 
 

   • Shampoo  • Conditioner  • Body Wash  
• Diapers  •  Laundry & Dish Soap • Dryer Sheets 

• Toothbrushes • Toothpaste   • Soap 
• Razors  • Shaving crème  

 

DONATIONS may be brought to the church on Sunday mornings or during the week (please call 
the church office at 610-777-8441 before stopping by to be sure someone is here & the doors are 
open.) 
 

A large plastic TOTE CONTAINER will be available in the Gathering Area to collect items. 
 

You may also visit Amazon Wish List, using the link above, to view a detailed list, as well as, 
optionally, order directly through Amazon.  Items will be mailed to Family Promise of Berks 
County. 

Amazon Wish 

List for Family 

Promise 

https://www.familypromiseofberks.org/wish-list/

