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Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 27th, 2022 

Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 
 

9:00 AM  
Sunday school for all ages 
Adults – Chapel & Zoom 

Children & Youth – Lower Level 
 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM 
 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Kay Wadsworth 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.   

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 
 SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 

CLICK HERE 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH              March 27th – April 2nd, 2022 

Connect to God. 

Connect to each other. 

Connect to the community. 

The Ache of the Human Heart 
3/20/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie 

Scripture: Luke 13:1-9 
 

Do you think that because the Ukrainians sheltering in the 
Mariupol theatre suffered in the horrific they were worse sinners than all 
other people? “No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as 
they did.” Or those nine people who died in the car crash in Texas at the 
hands of a young teenager - do you think any of them were worse 
offenders than anyone else? “No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will 
all perish as they did.” Or what about Brittney Griner, a Black, gay WNBA 
star who is imprisoned in Russia for alleged drug crimes - is she more 
sinful? “No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did.” 
Or the aid workers from Doctors Without Borders in Ethiopia who were 
executed - is it possible that they were worse sinners? “No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all perish as they did.” If Jesus were listening 
to the deep ache of the human heart for the world this week, he would 
echo these words he shared with his fellow Galileans. As we, too, grapple 
with the horrific violence and deep ache of our human hearts, we want 
answers, and so often, we want to cast blame somewhere or on someone. 

The parable of the fig tree is prefaced by a very poignant teaching 
addressing a misconception among the Israelite people. Jesus is 
ministering to his home folk, listening to the aches of their human heart. 
He references two events that do not appear in any other gospel: the 
slaughter of the Galileans while they were at the Temple offering sacrifice 
and the collapse of the tower at Siloam that killed eighteen people. He 
asks his listeners if those who died were worse sinners than all other 
Galileans. He adamantly responds each time, “No, I tell you! No, I tell you!” 
(Luke 13:3,5). Jesus is addressing a misconception held by his listeners 
about a connection between sin and suffering. Jesus rejects the 
connection. 

A common assumption among the Hebrew people was that those 
who suffered from pain and affliction were being punished by God. This 
punishment could have been for their own sins or even for those of their 
ancestors. For generations, the Hebrew people understood their exile and 
oppression from Babylonian rule as a result of their disobedience to God 
and breaking the covenant. Punishment. Such a stance is also reflected in 
the accusations of Job’s friends who argue his devastating losses had to 
be the result of his sin even as Job maintained his innocence. One friend 
explained, “As I have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow trouble reap 
the same” (Job 4:8).                  ~ cont’d on pg.4 

The altar flowers for 
Sunday, March 27th, are 
sponsored by Bill Ruth 

in loving memory of 
Bill & Pauline Ruth 
and Ray & Barbara 

Diener. 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/livestream/
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29th Jack Price 
3414 Poinciana Ave. 
Reading, PA 19605 

 

30th  Braden Holmes 
 608 Wolfe Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

30th Carter Dietrich 
 705 Caramist Cir. 

Sinking Spr., PA  19608 
 

31st Shelly Farmer 
34 Medinah Dr. 
Reading PA 19607 

 

31st Maja Owen 
PSC 477 BOX 15 
FPO AP 96306 

 

APRIL 
 

1st Candy Dodson 
11 Harry Ave. 
Reading, PA 19607 

 

 
 

A joyful celebration of Christ’s arrival into Jerusalem.  Following 
the in-person & livestreamed worship service… 

An evening service in Calvary’s sanctuary 
recalling and reflecting on the passion and 
death of Christ.  The service will also be 

livestreamed & available through 
Calvary’s website homepage.  

 

A service of quiet reflection, 
remembering the time Jesus 

spent in the tomb as he awaited 
the fulfillment of God’s will 
through Christ’s glorious 

resurrection on Easter morning.  

AN ADULT LENTEN STUDY 
 

Peaceful Practices: A Guide to Healthy Communication in Conflict is a 
curriculum developed by the Mennonite Central Committee to prepare 
hearts and minds to be more Christ-like when dealing with difficult issues, 
as well as learn useful skills to become better overall communicators. 

  
“If we can learn to embody healthy dialogue habitually in 
interpersonal interaction, it will ripple out and affect our 

communities and society.”  
~Jes Stolzfus Buller (curriculum author) 

 

This 6-week Lenten series will be facilitated by Pastor Tamie and offered 
in–person  

and via Zoom from 5:45-6:45PM on the following  
Wednesday evenings in Lent:  

March 30 and April 6 & 13. 
 

PARTICIPANTS:  It’s most helpful if you read the discussion materials 
PRIOR to the class sessions.  The readings will be made available on our 

website: calvaryumcmohnton.org.  You may also click on this link:  
Peaceful Practices Reading Materials  

 

All are welcome to participate. 

 

A light lunch served in the Gathering Area and side 
lawn…and then the  

Community Easter Egg Hunt 
for children ages 2 – 5th grade, starting about 12PM.     

No RSVP necessary. 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/thursday-am-bible-study/


 

 

 
   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Page 3 

THURSDAY AM LENTEN STUDY 
 

Topic: Lent: What is it? What’s its purpose? How do 
other denominations celebrate Lent?  And other special 
days within Lent. 
 

When: Thursday mornings from 9:30-10:30AM, 
beginning March 3rd 
 

Where: Via Zoom only at 9:30AM using the worship 
link.  Click here: 
Thurs. AM Lenten Study  
 

Discussion facilitated by Dr. Frank Scalise.   

 
 
 
 
 
When? Wednesdays: April 6 & 
20, and May 4 & 18 (5:45-
6:45PM) 
Where? In the Music Room at 
Calvary 
 

What?  Singing, Bible Stories, 
Crafts, Dancing, Activities, and 

LOADS OF FUN! 

IN CELEBRATION OF EASTER A VARIETY OF GIFTS may be given in honor of or in 

memory of loved ones.  Please indicate your choice(s) below.  Checks may be made payable 

to: “Calvary UMC” with the gift designation & your Env. # in the memo section. 
 

 

I / We would like to contribute the following as an Easter gift(s):  (Indicate the number in the blank/$10 ea.) 
 

________Easter Lily ($10 ea.)                              ________ Community Benevolence Fund ($10 ea.)  
 

________Good Shepherd Mission, General Support ($10 ea.) 
 

________ Ukrainian Refugee Support (UMCOR’s International Disaster Relief), Advance #982450 
 
 

NAME: _____________________________________________________________   Env. #_______ 

(Please print clearly.) 
 

IN HONOR OF:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IN MEMORY OF:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE PLACE YOUR COMPLETED FORM & DONATION IN JANET DEARSTYNE’S CHURCH MAILBOX 

(A10), OR MAIL IT TO HER ATTENTION AT: CUMC, 1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540. 

DEADLINE: ON OR BEFORE PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 10TH, 2022. 
 

Please allow PLENTY of time for snail mail to reach the church.  It often takes more than 2 weeks! 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09#success


 

 

 

It’s even expressed in the questions Jesus receives as he ministers to the people. For example, his disciples ask him, “Rabbi, 

who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind” (John 9:2). Jesus responded, “Neither this man nor his parents 

sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him” (John 9:3). The prevailing assumption that pain and 

affliction is punishment by God is a simplistic answer to the deep, complex suffering of humanity.  

 This is where Jesus digs around the root base of his people in order to metanoia or change their worldview. Jesus 

redirects his listeners to the deeper truth - all of us are sinners, no one person more so than another. In the gospel of John, 

Jesus is teaching in the temple when the scribes and Pharisees presented an adulteress woman to him. Caught in a very act 

of sin, this woman by law is to be stoned. Jesus responds, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a 

stone at her” (John 8:7). One by one, beginning with the elders, the crowd disperses. When people are struggling to 

understand their suffering and grief and brokenness, Jesus wants us to know that we are not being punished. It is not a 

judgment against us. When we carry shame and guilt and allow it to define who we are, then we are never free to live more 

fully into who God has made us to be.  

All of us, no matter what we have done, are more than our mistakes and sinful ways. When we can recognize this in 

ourselves, then we can see it in others. When we can love ourselves beyond our biggest mistakes, then we can show mercy 

and love to others. This inward reflection of our brokenness is the deep spiritual work to which Jesus invites us. While his 

Galilean friends are pointing fingers and placing blame and shame at those afflicted and suffering, Jesus turns the finger back 

upon themselves, advising, “Unless you repent, you will all perish as they did.” In the story of the deep ache of the human 

heart, we have a responsibility for ourselves, so that we might become more perfect lovers to all. In order to do it, we have to 

go digging into the very root of our spirits. 

 In an eloquent way, Luke’s Jesus speaks urgently to this crowd of home folk about the powerful work of repentance 

and mercy. He uses the parable of the fig tree. A man owns a vineyard and takes an assessment of the trees to see if they 

are bearing fruit. When he comes upon a fig tree that has not produced fruit for three years, he deems it worthless, as taking 

up space that a healthy tree could use to produce fruit. He directs the gardener to remove the unhealthy tree. Jesus wants 

the folk to recognize how, like the tree, they too are apathetic to change their ways. They are stuck in old patterns of thinking 

and acting that do not reflect the merciful love of God. We are given life to be more than something that simply takes up 

space. We are given life to bear fruit. So, we are called into a place of reflection and repentance, to turn away from former 

beliefs and actions in order to experience new life. 

The gardener, who spends his days in the hard labor of digging, planting, spreading manure, pruning, and harvesting, 

recognizes how easy it is for the master to point his finger at the unhealthy tree. Its roots take up space, soak up water, feed 

on the nourishment of the soil. Logic prevails as he commands the gardener to remove that tree. Surprisingly, the gardener 

advocates for the fig tree, prompting the master to consider a way of mercy. He offers that the fig tree be given the opportunity 

to be more than it is now, to heal and bear fruit as it is intended. He asks that every chance be given the tree. Moreover, the 

gardener becomes the source of love and care to assist the tree in its healing and transformation. The master, gardener, and 

fig tree are called into a vibrant working relationship with the focus on new life. 

 Over twelve years ago, Frank and I set out to build an early childhood education center. As you can imagine, it was 

a huge risk - financially, professionally, and for my whole family. Making a long story short, the project failed miserably. 

Through this death, I have a new worldview. For example, I was raised to believe that if you worked hard enough you could 

do anything. Success and hard work were connected. Like the gardener with the fig tree, I began to dig around the roots of 

my value system. My experience has since taught me otherwise. Despite years of hard work, my project failed because of an 

economic recession beyond my control. AND despite my failure, we thrived by the grace of God’s provision alone. I began to 

see how hard work and success are not always connected. Instead, I moved toward a more faithful response to the God who 

proclaims, “‘For I know the plans I have for you…plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future’” (Jeremiah 29:11). 
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 The real gift of new life occurred as I began to examine how my work ethic impacted my relationship with others. 

First, it opened my eyes to the ways it influenced how I saw and related to other people. I discovered that I projected my value 

of hard work - and how I thought it should look - on others. When we connect hard work and success, then its easy to point 

to a person that doesn’t measure up to our image of success and declare that they don’t work hard. My work ethic became a 

place of judgment. In my misconception, everyone could solve their problems if they just worked hard. This is especially true 

around people battling poverty, mental health issues, or addiction. My relational 

experience with people in soup kitchens, walking picket lines, petitioning for 

citizenship, and providing temporary housing for homeless families says 

differently. What I experienced was a weary people who had discovered that no 

matter how hard they work, there isn’t always a path to success, at least in the 

way that is defined in the world. It’s easy to point our fingers at others, especially 

working out of our own worldviews. 

 The gardener is inviting the fig tree into a time of healing. Everyone who 

has ever undergone a surgery or experienced loss of any kind - death of a loved 

one, divorce, a move, chronic illness, a dream - understands the arduous 

process of healing. It takes time. Our hope is like that of the fig tree, to experience new life. In what ways did this change in 

my work ethic offer healing and produce fruit? I can tell you that I still grapple with my work ethic and the impact it has on my 

life and relationship with others. In fact, the word I chose for this year is “good enough.” My increasing awareness and 

intentionality are part of the slow healing process. Foremost, I embrace process over product, recognizing that success can 

be measured in multiple ways. Failure can often teach us more than success. Secondly, I am so much more forgiving of 

myself and others. When I meet people, especially those who come looking for assistance, I know how difficult it is to ask for 

help. I anticipate that there is a bigger story than someone who doesn’t want to work. Finally, I am building rhythms into my 

daily life that includes intentional time to care for my family, exercise, laugh with friends, and eat healthy.  

 At the Ash Wednesday service, we received ashes, saying, “from dust we came and to dust you shall return.” As I 

distributed the ashes, it was quite powerful to look at each person - all God’s children - and repeat these words:  

  “from dust we came and to dust you shall return”   

  “from dust we came and to dust you shall return” 

  “from dust we came and to dust you shall return”  

It was a beautiful reminder of our common humanity that places us on the same level plain in the midst of our sin and God’s 

mercy and grace. The way to the cross and resurrection is through our humanity. It’s not one final death at the end of our life. 

It’s a lifetime of spiritual deaths as we respond to the deep ache of the human heart and grow in perfect love through Christ. 

In this season of Lent, on this year’s journey to the cross, invite Jesus into the conversation as a gardener. Ask these 

questions:  

• In what way am I the fig tree? 

• Am I bearing fruit or am I wasting the soil? 

• What ache of the human heart am I or my community experiencing? 

• As the earth is loosened and nourished around my roots, what is the arduous healing God is calling me to do for new 
life? 

.                  

 

 

3/20/22 Sermon cont’d from pg. 4 
 

Page 5 

The way to the cross and resurrection 
is through our humanity. It’s not one 
final death at the end of our life. It’s a 
lifetime of spiritual deaths as we 
respond to the deep ache of the 
human heart and grow in perfect love 
through Christ. In this season of Lent, 
on this year’s journey to the cross, 
invite Jesus into the conversation as a 
gardener 


