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Sunday, March 13th, 2022 
Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 

 

9:00 AM  
Sunday school for all ages 
Adults – Chapel & Zoom 

Children & Youth – Lower Level 
 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM 
 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Jim Adams 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.   

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 
 
 SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 

CLICK HERE 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH               March 13th – March 19th, 2022 

Connect to God. 
Connect to each other. 

Connect to the community. 

Why Say NO? 
3/6/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie 

Scripture: Luke 4:1-13 
 

The Villain 
 I want to begin with a shout out to Pastor Matthew and our 
youth, Aiden, Andrew, and Lily, who so courageously stepped up today 
to create the melodrama with just a day’s notice. 
 This battle of good and evil, it’s like the water we drink. It’s 
everywhere. The devil symbolically represents the things of this earthly 
realm that cause fear and anxiety, suffering and grief, and conflict and 
division. These are the things that separate us from God and each other. 
The devil shows up for a battle when Jesus is at his weakest, famished 
and exhausted after forty days in the wilderness. Isn’t that exactly when 
evil seems to show up and creep into our lives? 
 If you think about the dynamics of the melodrama, we cheered 
on the hero, the good guy. We gave our love to the heroine, who was the 
source of strength and inspiration. Yes, we booed and hissed at the 
villain. We fear the villain; the villain is perceived as the source of our 
suffering and sorrow. The villain gives us a place to point our fingers and 
place the blame for the wretchedness of this world. If we destroy the 
villain, then all will be well with the world! So we tend to divide our world 
into the good and bad, the right and wrong. That leaves us trapped in 
conflict. 
 What if I challenge us today to see the villain as a good 
adversary? What if the conflict in this story cultivates deeper 
understanding and growth for Jesus before he enters his public ministry? 
Sharon H. Ringe outlines in her commentary in Feasting on the Word: 
Year C, Volume 2 that the lurking evil tests Jesus to see if even good 
things can lure him from God’s will (47-8). This is a much needed twist in 
the traditional way of understanding each of the challenges as evil 
temptations. The challenge is really explaining why Jesus says NO! 
 

The Balm of Human Need 
 In the first challenge, the devil insists that Jesus change the 
stone to bread. A child of God most definitely is able to perform such a 
miracle! At the very center of Luke’s Jesus’ mission is the poor. The very 
basis of his mission is to feed the hungry, quench the thirsty, and clothe 
the naked. Jesus seeks to be a balm for the immense human need in the 
world. Imagine how such a miracle of turning stone after stone into bread 
could feed all the hungry. The possibilities of good in a hungry, suffering 
world are immense. Why does Jesus say NO? 

 ~ cont’d on pg.4 

 

DAYLIGHT 

SAVINGS 

BEGINS THIS 

SUNDAY, MARCH 13TH.  

Mark your calendar now (or put 

an alarm on your phone) to set 

your clock(s) FORWARD 1 hour 

before you go to sleep Saturday 

night (3/12).  You don’t want to 

be late for Sunday school and 

church! 
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Happy Birthday to: 
 

13 –  Shirley Miller 
 Lutheran Home Topton  

Rm D329 
1 S Home Ave. 
Topton, PA  19562 

 

13 –  Molly Dietrich 
 705 Caramist Cir. 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 
 

13 –  Becky Dodson 
 15 Whitepine Gulch 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

15 Wanda Steffey  
4851 Perkiomen Ave. 
Lot 71 
Reading, PA 19606 

 

16 Ashley Feiler 
 3314 Pequot Dr. 

Sinking Spg., PA  19608 
 

18 Doug Schonour 
 35 Sage Dr. 

Sinking Spg., PA 19608 
 

18 Mark Wagner 
 70 Carriage Cir. 

Oley, PA 19547 
 

18 Jason Highduch 
 5016 Cherrywood Dr. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

19 JuliAnne Kline 
 16 E. Walnut St. 

Shillington, PA 19607 
 

19 Andrew Erb 
 113 Pennypacker Rd. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 

 

A joyful celebration of Christ’s arrival into Jerusalem.  A light 

lunch and Easter Egg Hunt (for children ages 2 yrs. – 

5th grade) will follow the 10:30AM worship service. 

An evening service in Calvary’s sanctuary recalling and reflecting 
on the passion and death of Christ.  The service will also be 

livestreamed & available through Calvary’s website homepage.  
 

A service of quiet reflection, 
remembering the time Jesus 

spent in the tomb as he awaited 
the fulfillment of God’s will 
through Christ’s glorious 

resurrection on Easter morning.  

AN ADULT LENTEN STUDY 
 

Peaceful Practices: A Guide to Healthy Communication in Conflict is a 
curriculum developed by the Mennonite Central Committee to prepare hearts 
and minds to be more Christ-like when dealing with difficult issues, as well as 
learn useful skills to become better overall communicators. 

  
“If we can learn to embody healthy dialogue habitually in interpersonal 
interaction, it will ripple out and affect our communities and society.”  

~Jes Stolzfus Buller (curriculum author) 
 

This 6-week Lenten series will be facilitated by Pastor Tamie and offered in–
person  

and via Zoom from 5:45-6:45PM on the following  
Wednesday evenings in Lent:  

March 9, 16, 23 & 30 and April 6 & 13. 
 

PARTICIPANTS:  It’s most helpful if you read the discussion materials PRIOR 
to the class sessions.  The readings will be made available on our website: 

calvaryumcmohnton.org.  You may also click on this link:  Peaceful Practices 
Reading Materials  

 

All are welcome to participate. 

 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/thursday-am-bible-study/
https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/thursday-am-bible-study/
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THURSDAY AM LENTEN STUDY 
 

Topic: Lent: What is it? What’s its 
purpose? How do other 
denominations celebrate 
Lent?  And other special days 
within Lent. 
 

When: Thursday mornings from 
9:30-10:30AM, beginning March 
3rd 
 

Where: Via Zoom only at 9:30AM 
using the worship link.  Click here: 
Thurs. AM Lenten Study  
 

Discussion facilitated by Dr. Frank 
Scalise.   

KINGDOM  

KIDS 

RESTART ! 

 
When? Wednesdays: March 23, April 6 & 
20, and May 4 & 18 (5:45-6:45PM) 
 

Where? In the Music Room at Calvary 
 
What?  Singing, Bible Stories, Crafts, 
Dancing, Activities, and LOADS OF FUN! 
 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS! 

WVP AND CALVARY CARE 2022 SUMMER CAMP registration opened March 1st for 

returning students.  Registration for new students (completing K – 6th Grade) will start 

April 1st.  Information and forms for both camps is from the homepage (Ministries 

dropdown tab) on our website at www.calvaryumcmohnton.org.  

IN CELEBRATION OF EASTER A VARIETY OF GIFTS may be given in honor of or in 

memory of loved ones.  Please indicate your choice(s) below.  Checks may be made payable 

to: “Calvary UMC” with the gift designation & your Env. # in the memo section. 
 

 

I / We would like to contribute the following as an Easter gift(s):  (Indicate the number in the blank/$10 ea.) 
 

________Easter Lily ($10 ea.)                              ________ Community Benevolence Fund ($10 ea.)  
 

________Good Shepherd Mission, General Support ($10 ea.) 
 

________ Ukrainian Refugee Support (UMCOR’s International Disaster Relief), Advance #982450 
 
 

NAME: _____________________________________________________________   Env. #_______ 

(Please print clearly.) 
 

IN HONOR OF:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IN MEMORY OF:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE PLACE YOUR COMPLETED FORM & DONATION IN JANET DEARSTYNE’S CHURCH MAILBOX 

(A10), OR MAIL IT TO HER ATTENTION AT: CUMC, 1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540. 

DEADLINE: ON OR BEFORE PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 10TH, 2022. 
 

Please allow PLENTY of time for snail mail to reach the church.  It often takes more than 2 weeks! 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09#success
http://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/


 

 

 

Jesus replies with a quote from Moses in Deuteronomy 8:3, “One does not live by bread alone.” Bread nourishes the body, 
but that is not the entirety of Jesus’ call. 1 John 4:9 says, “God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only 
Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him” (NLT). Bread is insufficient. Jesus has come to reveal the 
presence of God and share God’s grace for all creation. He’s here to nourish more than our bodies; Jesus is the bread of life. 
 

The Balm of Power and Authority 
 Next, the devil is portrayed as having all power and authority over the earthly nations. In exchange for Jesus honoring 
that authority, the devil offers it all to Jesus. Luke’s Jesus seeks to level the power of this world through justice, so that the 
last may be first and the first may be last. In fact, this is the cry of the Hebrew people - for a savior that will release them from 
the imperialist, oppressive forces of the Roman Empire. Jesus stands on the side of the powerless as a balm to power and 
authority. Most certainly, Jesus would be a just ruler for the good of the world! Why does Jesus say NO? 
 Jesus replies from Deuteronomy 6:13, the She’ma Israel, “Worship the Lord your God, and serve only God.” Worship 
and serve God alone. Nothing else. Serving anything other than God is never acceptable, even for a good purpose. Jesus 
recognizes his boundaries; all authority is given God. 
The Balm of Human Mortality 
 Finally, the devil leads Jesus to the pinnacle of the Temple and dares Jesus to throw himself to the ground. The devil 
even strikes with a quote from Psalm 91 that promises God’s protection to the righteous. Nothing, not even death, shall prevail 

for those who live righteously. Jesus seeks to be a balm for humanity’s greatest fear - death and our human mortality. Jesus 

comes to heal the sick, give sight to the blind, and forgive sin that all may be restored to the fullness of who God made them 
to be. Such a feat would certainly convince the suffering world of Jesus’ healing powers. The people would come and be 
healed. Why does Jesus say NO? 
 Jesus’ final reply comes again from Deuteronomy 6:16, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” Jesus knows that 
their bodies would be strengthened, but their ultimate fear of death would never be resolved. Christ’s peace is a peace that 
surpasses all understanding. His message of new life for all creation is embodied when he dies at the cruel hands of humanity, 

is resurrected, and ascends. Luke’s Jesus embodies nonviolence as a way of peace that ultimately serves God faithfully. He 

becomes the High Priest in his resurrection that ultimately defeats death and points us all to the way of eternal life. 
 

Why Say NO? 
 So why does Jesus say NO to things that could be good? These tests all speak to Jesus’ mission in this world. Jesus 
feeds the poor, challenges religious and political authorities, and heals the suffering, broken world. In saying NO, Jesus further 
clarifies his mission and the way in which he will conduct his mission. In order to get to this point in his spiritual journey, Jesus 
digs deep into scripture so that his mission aligns with the God of his people. Jesus denies his own desires and accepts the 
risk of self-sacrifice at all costs. He relies entirely on his faith in a God who promises that this Hebrew nation is the Chosen 
People who will reveal God’s abundant grace. He accepts his role to be a source of Light and Savior for the world. Just as it’s 
portrayed, this is an arduous process. 
 In this melodrama in the wilderness, Jesus survives by God’s grace alone. The Holy Spirit has ministered to Jesus, 
nourishing his body and spirit. Jesus has discovered that he not only needs nothing else but he wants nothing else. His ears 
are tuned into the voice of the Holy Spirit; his eyes seek only the beauty and wonder of God in all things; his hands and feet 
serve God’s redemptive mission on earth. If it is not of God, then Jesus refuses it. The reason for this is because Jesus has 
completely emptied himself - his body, his desires and ambitions, his ideals about family and success and wealth. He owns 

nothing and is bound by no one. His identity is that of a child of God. Here’s another important perspective. Jesus also says 

NO to destroying the devil. This story ends with the devil leaving and already plotting for a return at an “opportune time.” 

Conflict, fear, sorrow, and suffering are inevitable realities of this world. The real challenge is how we choose to respond to 

them. Saying NO to the devil and undergoing the conflict is essential to Jesus accomplishing his mission. It’s essential for us, 

too. 
 

Go Deeper 
 

 These forty days in the wilderness and this particular conflict with the devil equips Jesus to enter the mission field 
aligned with the vision and way of God. It’s a time of discernment in how Jesus will respond to God’s call. The conflict with 
the devil forces trains Jesus to face the realities of the world, so that when the rubber meets the road, he’s prepared. Similarly, 
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choosing to confront the villains of our lives is a pathway to understanding God, ourselves, and others better. As followers of 
Christ, we aspire to be a force of grace. Our mission in the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world. Being a force of goodness and love in this world is not so simple a thing as we might perceive 
it to be. This calls us to a deeper evaluation of our identity as a child of God and our mission as followers of Jesus Christ.  

This takes us to the season of Lent, which invites us to intentionally dig deeper into understanding God, each other, 
and our community. During this time of study, reflection, sacrifice, and discernment, we discover pathways of God that lead 
to life. Jesus shows us that in order for us to experience new life…we must turn into conflict and accept the challenges of 
understanding differences, adversities, fears, and suffering in our lives, others, and this world. Instead of booing and hissing 
at them, we can choose to use them as pathways of deeper discernment and clarification. At the same time, challenging 
ourselves to confront the villains can be uncomfortable, painful, lonely, and exhausting. In other words, it doesn’t always feel 
good. That’s why we avoid them, even fear them. Our reading from Psalm 91 reminds us that there is nothing to fear - not 
even the villains of this world - because we are in the shadow of the God’s wings. I was blessed with a visit to a friend who is 
battling cancer. She shared how she is at peace. She has felt the most beautiful hug - Jesus wrapping his arms around her 
for comfort and strength before she was diagnosed. Every day she prays; everyday she dwells in the grace, protection, and 
strength of her Lord.  
 At the same time, the villains of our lives are actually places of new life. New life comes when you learn and grow 
with others. Even Jesus travels with the Holy Spirit. Here are three invitations to begin this Lenten journey… 
 

1) Worship God. You need to attend church - worshiping and serving. Friends, I hear so often people arguing that they can 
find God anywhere. Why say NO to this? It’s true that God is everywhere. God by nature is relational, and our identity as 
children of God is to live in community. Jesus turned down every opportunity to be sole feeder of the hungry and ruler of 
the nations. Jesus chose to live in a community and among the people. We are to be the body of Christ and build it. 

2) Engage in spiritual formation. Attend classes of all kinds. Friends, I hear adults say they don’t need Sunday school or 
Bible studies anymore. They can read devotionals at home. Why say NO to this? Friends, you are missing the opportunity 
to see God in your life now in a new way. It’s the multiple perspectives and questions of different people that will actually 
break open the scriptures. We are called to discipleship today, in the context of our current time, and to share that 
message with others. The only way to do that is be constantly studying, reflecting, and dialoguing with others. 

3) Connect with others. Often people argue that small groups are not for them. Why say NO to this? If this is I wonder 
what might be stopping you from developing intimate relationships with others. When you do, that’s when you learn the 
most about yourself and how to share love, mercy, and hope. Small groups come in many shapes and styles - a life 
group, a ministry team, a mission team, or a service group. 

 

How would our lives be transformed if instead of fearing differences, struggles, and conflict, we stepped into them as a place 
to go deeper and experience new life? Like Jesus, we ask ourselves - what kind of child of God will I be? As a church, we ask 
- in what ways will we be the body of Christ for the world? Like Jesus, we need to confront the villains in our lives and 
community and go deeper that we may grow as Disciples of Christ and build the body of Christ. 
 
 

The Gretna Gritty is Gretna Glen Camp & Retreat Center’s 9th Annual 

5k Mud Run fundraiser with 20+ obstacles set in the beautiful, rugged 

terrain of the Mt. Gretna area.  Participants can expect to encounter 

challenges of balance, brawn, bravery, buffoonery and more! With hilly 

terrain, and challenges new and old – the Gritty has something for 

everyone. We also host the “Nitty Gritty” kids (5-11 years old) fun run 

which gets kids in on the action with a 1.3 mile fun run. All Gritty and 

Nitty Gritty runners can expect lunch, medals, adventures, a sweet Gretna Gritty t-shirt, and memories to last 

a lifetime!  For more information and to sign up for the run, go to: GRETNA GRITTY 
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https://gretnaglen.org/event/1998737-2021-05-08-the-gretna-gritty-mud-run/

