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Sunday, March 6th, 2022 
Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 

 

9:00 AM  
Sunday school for all ages 
Adults – Chapel & Zoom 

Children & Youth – Lower Level 
 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM 
 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Dave Svetz 
 

Worship is also available via livestream 
through Calvary’s website homepage.   

Go to: calvaryumcmohnton.org or  
click on the link below. 

 
 
 

SUNDAY LIVESTREAM 
CLICK HERE 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH               February 27 – March 5th, 2022 

Connect to God. 
Connect to each other. 

Connect to the community. 

CHANGE IN CALVARY’S  
MASKING POLICY 

According to new CDC guidelines, as of 2/26 
Berks County is out of the “high” COVID 
transmission designation. Therefore, 

beginning this Sunday, March 6th, masking 
will be optional at Calvary Church.  Social 

distancing, when possible, is still 
recommended.  The balcony will be 

available if additional space is needed. 

What Goes Up Must Come Down 
2/27/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie 

Scripture: Luke 9:28-43 
 

Newton’s Apple 
 Legend, at least as I learned it, is that a young Isaac 
Newton was sitting under an apple tree when suddenly a falling fruit 
bonked him on the head. It startled him into an “aha moment” that 
led to the development of Newton’s law of gravity. It turns out that 
Newton, then a student at Cambridge University, was forced to 
return to his childhood home because of an outbreak of the bubonic 
plague. He was in the process of deliberating why the moon 
traveled around the earth and what holds it there. While in his 
orchard, he observed an apple dropping from a tree. He began to 
wonder why the apple fell straight down instead of falling sideways 
or upward. In pursuit of solving this mystery, Newton developed his 
law of universal gravitation.  
 Gravity is a property of every object that exerts force on 
other objects. This gravitational force causes objects to be 
attracted, exerting equal force in opposite directions. For the apple, 
even the moon, and each of us, the earth’s gravitational field keeps 
us connected. As a result, whatever goes up must come down, 
drawn by the invisible force of gravity. Newton dared to step into a 
great mystery, to find a scientific explanation for something he could 
not see. It was the simplest of things, an apple that cleared his 
vision and ignited his research. That’s what Transfiguration Sunday 
is about, waking us up and igniting us to see Jesus, listen to him, 
and live the Way of the Lord.  

Jesus picks three of his disciples to go to the mountaintop 
- a road trip and personal time with their best friend. Going up the 
mountain also meant losing the crowds and all the responsibility 
that comes with the people. It’s quiet downtime. Even better, when 
they reach the pinnacle, Jesus goes off to pray by himself. So what 
do you think Peter, John, and James do? No Jesus. No people or 
crowds. They find themselves a cozy spot and take a nap. As all 
their muscles unwind, their eyelids droop, and their heads bob, 
Jesus transforms right before them. His face changes. His clothes 
becomes dazzling white. As Jesus’ glory is on full display, the 
disciples are woozily wondering if this is all part of a dream. 

That’s when two men show up, also garbed in God’s 
glory. Jesus proceeds to talk with them about his upcoming 
departure, his pending death and resurrection. By now the 

disciples are sitting up in great confusion.              ~ cont’d on pg.4 
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Happy Birthday to: 
 

07 –  Helen Hartman 
 375 Oregon Road 

Mohnton, PA   19540 
 
07 –  Stephen Clark 
 1602 Brooke Blvd. 

Kenhorst, PA  19607 
 
07 –  Chris Raszkiewicz 
 1122 Lehigh Avenue 

Wyomissing, PA  19610 
 
10 –  Laura Owen 

1715 ManningWay 
Colorado Springs, CO 80919 

 

A joyful celebration of Christ’s arrival into Jerusalem.  A light 

lunch and Easter Egg Hunt (for children ages 2 yrs. – 

5th grade) will follow the 10:30AM worship service. 

An evening service in Calvary’s sanctuary recalling and reflecting 
on the passion and death of Christ.  The service will also be 

livestreamed & available through Calvary’s website homepage.  
 

A service of quiet reflection, remembering the 
time Jesus spent in the tomb as he awaited the 

fulfillment of God’s will through Christ’s 
glorious resurrection on Easter morning.  

AN ADULT LENTEN STUDY 

Peaceful Practices: A Guide to Healthy Communication in Conflict is a curriculum 
developed by the Mennonite Central Committee to prepare hearts and minds to 

be more Christ-like when dealing with difficult issues, as well as learn useful 
skills to become better overall communicators. 

  
“If we can learn to embody healthy dialogue habitually in interpersonal interaction, it will ripple 

out and affect our communities and society.”  
~Jes Stolzfus Buller (curriculum author) 

 

This 6-week Lenten series will be facilitated by Pastor Tamie and offered in–person  
and via Zoom from 5:45-6:45PM on the following Wednesday evenings in Lent:  

March 9, 16, 23 & 30 and April 6 & 13. 
 

PARTICIPANTS:  It’s most helpful if you read the discussion materials PRIOR to the class sessions.  
The readings will be made available on our website: calvaryumcmohnton.org.  You may also click on 

this link:  Peaceful Practices Reading Materials  
 

All are welcome to participate. 
 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/thursday-am-bible-study/
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The Eastern PA Conference offers four camping locations with a wonderful myriad of 

camping themes.  NOW is the time to be looking over the various websites to check out 

their electronic brochures and registration areas.  NOW is the time to start talking to 

your brothers, sisters, and friends about experiencing a camp adventure this summer!  

Partial scholarship funds are available through Calvary Church (one scholarship per child 

per season).  If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Matthew at 717-917-

5342 or christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com.    

Below are the links to each of the camps: 

Gretna Glen Camp and Retreat Center 

Innabah Camp and Retreat Center 

Pocono Plateau Camp and Retreat Center 

Carson Simpson Farm 

  

THURSDAY AM LENTEN STUDY 
 

Topic: Lent: What is it? What’s its 
purpose? How do other 
denominations celebrate 
Lent?  And other special days 
within Lent. 
 

When: Thursday mornings from 
9:30-10:30AM, beginning March 
3rd 
 

Where: Via Zoom only at 9:30AM 
using the worship link.  Click here: 
Thurs. AM Lenten Study  
 

Discussion facilitated by Dr. Frank 
Scalise.   

Nick Jacobs -  85 yr. old father of Janet Dearstyne; under treatment for an 

amoxicillin resistant UTI; will have endovascular surgery very soon to 

repair a growing abdominal aneurysm 

Kayleigh – 6th grader in the Annville-Cleona SD recently diagnosed w/ 

Stage IV cancer in her knee; already metastasized  

Terry Leatherman – 71 yr. old member of Calvary diagnosed with a rare 

& aggressive sarcoma; treatments so far have produced nominal results; 

going to Fox Chase for immunotherapy 

Peace & Healing for Ukraine and its people 

Thomas Scornavacchi  - Brother of Linda Ebersole; does not qualify for a 

lung transplant nor the secondary procedure which would have helped his 

breathing.  Undergoing add’l testing to determine possible options 

KINGDOM  

KIDS 

RESTART ! 

 
When? Wednesdays: March 23, April 6 & 
20, and May 4 & 18 (5:45-6:45PM) 
 

Where? In the Music Room at Calvary 
 
What?  Singing, Bible Stories, Crafts, 
Dancing, Activities, and LOADS OF FUN! 
 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS! 

mailto:christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com
https://gretnaglen.org/summer-camp/step-1-pick-a-program/
https://www.innabah.org/camp-information
http://www.poconoplateau.org/summer_camp
https://www.csfarm.org/activities-programs
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09#success


 

 

 

Rubbing their eyes in amazement and shaking their heads to clear away the cobwebs. Peter gets himself together enough to 
scramble to his feet. He offers to make the three of them tents and capture this divine moment. Still clueless, the disciples are 
consumed by a large cloud that commands them, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” It doesn’t get much clearer than 
that. With all they saw and heard on that mountaintop, they failed to act on it. They go down the mountain and tell no one! 
 

What Goes Up Must Come Down 
 It’s the most basic of observations. A juggler’s livelihood depends on it. What goes up must come down. The very 
nature of earth is designed this way, with gravity as the acting connectional force. In order to grasp the deeper meaning of 
the divine revelation on the mountaintop, we must follow Jesus and the disciples down the mountain. What goes up must 
come down. 
 Before leaving the mountain, the disciples heard God’s voice claiming Jesus as son, asking them to listen to him. It’s 
the same voice they hear in the crowd the next day. A father cries out of a different cloud, a crowd of people who have come 
in their darkness, suffering, and fear. The voice pleads for Jesus to see his son, his chosen. The father explains that Jesus’ 
disciples have been unable to act upon their faith and heal his son. At the beginning of this chapter, Luke 9:1, the disciples 
were given the power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases. Jesus expresses frustration, exasperated by the 
apparent lack of progress of his disciples as his pending death draws nearer. Jesus sees the boy convulsing on the ground 
and compassionately reaches out to rebuke the unclean spirit. Before their eyes, the boy is transformed, fully healed and 
restored. Luke says, “all were astounded at the greatness of God.” Jesus reiterates to his disciples and the crowd as they 
stand in amazement, “Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into human hands” (Luke 
9:44). It’s evident that the disciples had failed miserably, still dazed and confused. 
 The author of Luke uses the disciples to reflect our human “sleepy” state and call us into a spiritual awakening. That 
we, too, may share in the fullness of God, we have to believe and trust in what is possible, not just for Jesus, but for all of 
humanity. We can be alone on the mountain, with divine transformation and glory dazzling before our eyes, and still miss it or 

doubt it or deny our own worthiness and the worthiness of others. This is a story of spiritual transformation. It’s not so easy to 

awaken. It’s a slow and constant work. Sometimes we all need an apple to boink us on the head and wake us up to the holy 

mystery that is available to us every moment and yet apparently invisible. 
 

What is the meaning of this stupendous adventure? 
 Thousands of years later and people are still pondering the meaning of this stupendous adventure of Jesus and three 
disciples on the mountain. You can talk of the revelation of Jesus’ identity to the inner circle of Jesus’ disciples. You can argue 
its prediction of Jesus’ pending death, resurrection, and ascension and the way it anchors Jesus’ identity and mission as the 
fulfillment of Israel’s law and prophecy. It does all of these things. AND this stupendous adventure takes up the mountain and 
back down for a reason. 
 We need the Jesus on the mountain, revealing the glory of God, the wonder and mystery of Creator God who 
transforms us and the world. In this time of prolonged pandemic and weariness, in this time of horrific war raging in Eastern 
Europe, in this time of economic distress and social unrest, we need to remember the awesome, transformative power of 
God. We need to hear God’s voice proclaim, “This is my Son; listen to him.” 
 AND we need the Jesus in the valley, with the broken and wounded children of God to heal, restore, and offer us the 
hope of God’s promise. We need God with us, in the pandemic, in our weariness, in the war and the reconciliation, providing 
and protecting and reassuring us that all is well. We need to see the divine Jesus; we need to experience the human Jesus; 
so that we are able to see everyone as God’s child and everything as God’s glorious creation. This is the transformation, the 
splendor celebrated on Transfiguration Sunday. This is the gravitational pull of God’s grace that opens us to the gateway of 
the kingdom of heaven. Maren Tirabasi wrote in her blog: 
 

 

 

 

 

2/27/22 Sermon cont’d from pg. 1 

His face … changed. 
 

I see it now, first the familiar face 
of Jesus of Nazareth 
and then … 

 

of a first century Judean woman, 
then wrinkled grandparent, 
chubby cheeked child, 
 

a face swiftly shifting in noses, lips, 
the colors of skin in the world, 
tattoos, lipstick, false teeth. 

 

Never still for a moment, 
sometimes there are tears or a 
laugh. 

 

 

On the mountain – transfigured 
three friends saw glory as a 
kaleidoscope 
 

of the image of God. 
 

Page 4 



 

 

 

What a beautiful way to imagine the transfiguration! The mystery of God’s splendor wears the face of all people, a 
kaleidoscope that spins - a new way to illustrate the message of love Jesus shares. Such revelation awakens our senses and 
penetrates our spirits to a new way of seeing Jesus and the world. It’s an “aha moment” that maybe inspires you to act on it 
and share God’s love. 
 

On Earth as It Is in Heaven 
 It’s easy to grow weary in this wounded world. This week has been very difficult for my family, especially with my 
mom’s hip surgery and all the care that has required. We had to sadly put our dog, Chaucer, down. Chaucer was Frank’s best 
friend, standing by his side for almost thirteen years. And watching the war rage in the Ukraine…this world can be 
overwhelming with the suffering and its brokenness. In the midst of it all, one of those glimpses of the divine - the kind for 
which Peter wanted to capture and build a tent - came right here in the sanctuary.  
 On Wednesday morning, like a pinnacle in the week, we held chapel time for the preschool children. Thirty children 
and their teachers piled into these front pews with such joy. We sang songs and learned about Christ’s light. The children 
sang “This Little Light of Mine” while waving glow sticks. What joy! The pinnacle - the glory that lit up this sanctuary - arrived 
at the end of chapel time when we sang “The Lord’s Prayer.” We’ve been practicing this song all together, and the children 
have come to know the words and movements. It’s so, so beautiful! What struck me in a new way, no matter how many times 
I’ve sung or prayed it, is the line “on earth as it is in heaven.” The motions we make - fingers pointing down and arching 
upward into the sky - brought me to this mountain with Jesus standing in all his glory, lit up like the faces of the children 
holding those glow sticks. And it brought me back down to earth. God’s glory - right here on earth - in a small community of 
children and teachers - just as it is in heaven, all of us singing praise to God, lifting our voices and our light. 
 These are the moments we want to bottle up, when the sacred breaks through and reminds us that there really is 
something better. Jesus understood God’s glory is not to be bottled up and stored. No tents. Just as quickly as God’s glory is 
revealed in Christ, it is dispersed. The gloom of the world consumes Jesus and the disciples. Isn’t this the reality? Glimpses 
of glory and hope penetrated by the heavy gloom of everyday living. We need both to discover the mystery of God, the invisible 
force of grace that unites us. We need to stop building our tents and trying to hold onto that which is not ours alone but is 
meant for all creation - to be shared for the greatest transformation of all - just as we pray, “God’s kingdom come, God’s will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
 Jesus came down the mountain to share it, to spread this force of peace, joy, and hope. Jesus left knowing that his 
next turn would point him toward Jerusalem and his impending death. Jesus stepped into the crowd that was pleading for 
healing and fullness of life. Jesus journeyed the path of gravity - downhill - drawn by the love of God that connects us and 
unites us with the force of goodness, mercy, and justice. We must travel this same journey. What goes up must come down. 
 An apple inspired Newton to see that which is invisible - to name and define an invisible force that holds the moon in 
orbit around the earth. God’s mystery is before us: his glory revealed in Christ on the 
mountain and in the miraculous healing of the boy. How do we respond? Where does 
Transfiguration Sunday lead you? That’s the question we all need to answer as we enter 
the season of Lent. It’s a season of spiritual awakening, an invitation to experience Jesus 
with new eyes, to explore God’s mystery more deeply, and to act on our faith.  
 
I invite you to the following possibilities: 

• Two Lent studies - Wednesdays at 5:45PM Peaceful Practices and Thursdays at 
9:30AM Exploring the Season of Lent 

• Crossing Cultures: Understanding & Applying Intercultural Competencies in Cross-
Racial/Cross-Cultural Ministry - a Conference training on March 11 & 12 via Zoom.  
Contact Pastor Tamie (610-780-1486) now if you are interested in attending. 

• Register a child/youth for summer camp. 
 

 

 

2/27/22 Sermon cont’d from pg. 4 
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WVP AND CALVARY CARE 2022 SUMMER CAMP registration 

opened March 1st for returning students.  Registration for new 

students (completing K – 6th Grade) will start April 1st.  Information 

and forms for both camps is from the homepage (Ministries dropdown 

tab) on our website at www.calvaryumcmohnton.org. 

DID YOU MISS THE PRAYER VIGIL LAST SUNDAY for Ukraine 

and its people?  The special service was recorded via Livestream and 

archived on Calvary’s website. You may experience the service at any 

time.  Livestream is also accessed from Calvary’s homepage. 

THERE ARE MANY OPEN SUNDAYS TO SPONSOR ALTAR 

FLOWERS.  Use the following link to go to Sign Up Genius or call the 

church office at 610-777-8441 to register. Altar Flower Sponsorship  

FREE PRAYER SHAWLS AND LAP BLANKETS are available on the back counter in the narthex.  Please 

complete the information requested on the clipboard, choose a shawl or lap blanket (w/gift bag), and a card.  

We hope this gift will bring warmth, comfort & peace to each recipient.  ~ We are blessed to be a blessing to others. 

JOIN CALVARY’S WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP.  A small, dedicated group meets in Calvary’s sanctuary from 

9:30-10:30-ish in Calvary’s sanctuary to pray for all the persons and situations on our Master prayer list.  You 

do not need to be invited.  If you have a heart for lifting others in prayer, please just come at the designated 

day/time. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS ON SUNDAY, MARCH 13TH. Mark your calendar now (or 

put an alarm on your phone) to set your clock(s) FORWARD 1 hour before you go to sleep 

Saturday night (3/12).  You don’t want to be late for Sunday school and church! 

 

THE MIFFLIN COMMUNITY FOOD MINISTRY has requested that Calvary provide 64oz. bottles/cans of 

100% fruit juice for the March 19th distribution. Donations may be brought to the church during the week or 

on a Sunday morning.  Items are stored in the LOWER cabinets in the narthex at the “Donation Station”.  If 

the church is locked, you may leave your donation on the brown bench outside the side entrance of the church. 

The Gretna Gritty is Gretna Glen Camp & Retreat Center’s 9th 

Annual 5k Mud Run fundraiser with 20+ obstacles set in the 

beautiful, rugged terrain of the Mt. Gretna area. In our 9th 

running of this awesome event, participants can expect to 

encounter challenges of balance, brawn, bravery, buffoonery and 

more! With hilly terrain, and challenges new and old – the Gritty 

has something for everyone. We also host the “Nitty Gritty” kids 

(5-11 years old) fun run which gets kids in on the action with a 1.3 

mile fun run. All Gritty and Nitty Gritty runners can expect lunch, medals, adventures, a sweet Gretna Gritty 

t-shirt, and memories to last a lifetime!  For more information and to sign up for the run, go to: GRETNA GRITTY 
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http://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c45aaaa2ca4fd0-altar
https://gretnaglen.org/event/1998737-2021-05-08-the-gretna-gritty-mud-run/

