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Sunday, February 20th, 2022 
Preaching: Pastor Matthew Davis 

 

9:00 AM  
Sunday school for all ages 
Adults – Chapel & Zoom 

Children & Youth – Lower Level 
 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM 
 

Consecration of Acolytes 
 

Lay Worship Leader: Shannon McBride 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 
1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 
Password: 082013 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP BY PC 
CLICK HERE 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH           February 13 – February 19, 2022 

Connect to God. 
Connect to each other. 

Connect to the community. 

Life as the Way: I Like it! 
2/13/22 sermon by Pastor Tamie Scalise 

Text: Luke 6:27-38 
 

Life cereal: Mikey likes it! 
 Who remembers Mikey? Mikey was in the Life commercial. 
Remember? Two brothers are sitting together with a bowl. One asks, 
“What’s this stuff?”  
 The other one answers, “Some cereal. It’s supposed to be 
good for you.”  
 The brothers push the bowl back and forth, saying, “I’m not 
going to try it.”  
 So one of them cleverly declares, “Let’s get Mikey. He won’t 
eat it. He hates everything.” They sit in anticipation as the youngest 
brother picks up the spoon and digs in. Surprised, Mikey’s brother 
exclaims, “He likes it! Hey Mikey!” 
 “It’s supposed to be good for you!” We often want nothing to 
do with things that are supposed to be good for us. Let’s make a list 
of things that are “good for us” but we often avoid or refuse. (spinach, 
Brussels sprouts, dentist, colonoscopy and mammograms, exercise). 
The scripture today may not be one you want to hear. It offers very 
difficult teachings on the Way of discipleship. It’s a message we need 
to hear. 
 In this continuation of the Sermon on the Plain, Jesus serves 
us a plate of wisdom that’s supposed to be good for us. But when your 
menu includes, “Love your enemies,” you know instantly that this meal 
is not going to be easy to swallow. Let’s be honest. Who wants to “love 
our enemies?” Like Mikey’s brothers, we might rather push it away, 

saying, “I’m not going to try it.” Jesus acknowledges that he’s only 

talking to those listening. That’s why Jesus serves up this big healthy 
meal around the dinner table. He’s not on the mountain preaching; 
he’s not here to convince the whole crowd. Jesus sits alongside his 
disciples, looking them right in the eyes, as he teaches them how to 
remain a force of love in a hostile world, with people who are going to 
resist and despise their way of living.  

After sharing the beatitudes and woes, Jesus continues to 
instruct his disciples in the Way. You might say that this is basic 
training before they enter the mission field. As he prepares them to 
encounter people of all kind, Jesus shares this crazy commandment 
to “love your enemies” with abundance: generosity without reciprocity; 
kindness in the face of violence; forgiveness despite harm. For Jesus, 
the presence of God’s grace is best demonstrated in the way we 
respond to other people. So how do you make “love your enemies” 

easier to swallow? You serve it up in small bites.      ~cont’d on pg. 2 

PASTORAL COVERAGE: Pastor 
Matthew (717-917-5342) will provide 
coverage the week of 2/20-2/26 while 
Pastor Tamie is helping her parents 
before, during & after her mother’s 
hip replacement surgery on 2/21. 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
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20 –  Lilianna Bowman 
 c/o Caltagirone 
 38 Hilgert Ave. 

Shillington, PA 19607 
 

21 –  Ryan Munsterteiger 
 3009 Regency Dr. 

Sinking Spr., PA  19608 
 
22 –  Steve Wade 
 616 Mull Ave. 

Leesport, PA  19533 
 

22 –  Aaron Fortunato 
 1737 Alden Ln. 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
 

24 –  Nicole Pellicano 
 c/o Kelly Graffius 
 1001 Hill Ave., Apt 2837 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
 

24 –  Susan Wahl 
 1050 Palisades Dr. 

Leesport, PA 19533 
 

25 –  Janet Tait 
 Berks Heim Rm B216 

1011 Berk Rd. 
Leesport, PA  19533 

 

25 –  Hank Shannon 
 1431 Fayette Ave. 

Reading, PA  19607 
 

25 – Rich Dodson 
 11 Harry Ave. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

26 –  Patricia Balthaser 
 530 South 18th St. 

Reading, PA 19606 
 

 

2/13/22 Sermon cont’d 

Generosity without reciprocity 
 

 Throughout this text a message of generosity reverberates - 
generosity of kindness, peace, mercy, forgiveness, and wealth. Jesus 
emphasizes that this generosity should be offered equally to everyone, even 
those we don’t like or with whom we disagree and even those who have 
harmed us. In no way is Jesus justifying harm and wrong; instead, Jesus is 
focusing on our response to others. It’s the same response as God’s to 
everyone, including us. 
 God loves us even when we are God’s enemy, while we are sinners. 
Christ came to reveal the abundant love of God; and Christ came to reveal to 
humanity its broken, evil ways. Since we are God’s children, God loves us 
regardless of what we have achieved; God loves us despite the harm and hurt 
we have afflicted; God loves us. Because God is so merciful to us, we offer 
mercy to others. We love our enemies. 
 The depth of generosity similarly comes from the source of all life and grace, 
God. When we offer grace, it is God’s grace. When we forgive, it is God’s mercy from 
which we offer forgiveness. When we feed, clothe, house, and educate, we do so out 
of the abundance that God gives. When someone steals our coat, we can chase after 

them and offer them our shirt. Because we trust in God’s protection and provision, we 

can give to another our last dollar. Jesus teaches us that in our giving, we expect 

nothing in return. We give without expecting reciprocity. The generosity which 

Jesus invites us to participate in is an offering of God’s grace, not our own. 

God’s grace and mercy - this is the very foundation out of which we live as 
Christians. 

Non-violent resistance 
 

 One of the most difficult parts of this teaching for me is the instruction 
to “offer the other [cheek]” if someone strikes you. And if someone steals your 
coat, you should give them your shirt. Such language has been used to justify 
people remaining in abusive relationships or maintaining a regiment of selfless 
giving that is detrimental to a person. In no way is Jesus abdicating for us to 
accept such treatment. It’s just the opposite. This is the way of non-violent 
resistance. 
 As Jesus instructs his disciples, he is calling them to live in resistance 
to the ways of their culture. They will break laws, social, religious, and political, 
when they heal, as they help the oppressed, while eating with the excluded.  
 So Jesus is teaching them the way of civil disobedience. The most effective way to abdicate for change is through non-
violent resistance and unequivocal kindness. Otherwise, your actions can become the focus instead of the message you 
are conveying. 

 For example, in 1960, young African American students staged a sit-in at a segregated Woolworth’s lunch counter in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. Even after being denied service, they refused to leave. This sit-in movement became a powerful source 
of change for oppressive segregation laws. At the same time, Black people were subjected to all levels of violence, including being 

spit on, beaten, and arrested. Their response had to be peaceful, offering the other cheek. Such a movement required intense 
training and spiritual preparation for those engaging in civil disobedience. These demonstrations were in opposition and 
defying injustice; yet, the participants maintained a Spirit of love and peace. 

Jesus instructs us that we, too, as people of the Way, will need to be a force of opposition as we stand in solidarity 
with the poor, oppressed, and suffering. As we strive to build the kingdom, we must be the peace we want to usher in; we 
must be the grace, hope, and joy despite the potential resistance and violence we will experience.           ~cont’d on pg. 3  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our message of peace and love isn’t one we just say and do 
on our terms; it’s also the message we always offer in the 
face of evil and violence.  
 

Deserving of God’s Grace 
 

 Jesus follows his call to mercy with a lesson of no 
judgment or condemnation. If we are to choose love for all 
people, for enemies, and not just those whom we like, then 
we must live without judging others. Judgment results in us 
determining who is worthy of our love. As Jesus prepares the 
disciples for ministry, he emphasizes that they cannot judge 
and condemn. Everyone is worthy. Everyone who asks 
receives. Everyone who seeks mercy, receives mercy. 
 He didn’t ask them to assess people’s work ethic. He 
didn’t ask them to interrogate people’s life story or require 
people to explain how they would use the food, clothes, or 
money. He didn’t ask the disciples to assess whether the 
people were able to pay them back or require people to join 
the community. Instead, he directed them to not condemn 
anyone - not for their situation, their sinful ways, or their 
beliefs. He emphasized that no judgment should be made. 
 Worthiness is not granted on human terms. 
Worthiness is a given, because all of us, all of creation is 
God’s. Everyone and everything deserves God’s grace. 
 

Do No Harm - Do All the Good You Can 
 

 While in seminary, I had the opportunity to visit the 
Dominican Republic on a cross cultural trip. The Dominican 
Republic and Haiti are neighboring countries on the island of 
Hispaniola and share a common history. As a result, many 
Haitians live in the Dominican Republic. We spent a day 
visiting a rural community. Essentially we found a community 
of Haitians living in the same barracks used during the time 
of slavery. In our tour of the village, they showed us their 
latrines that don’t work. They explained how people had 
come to “help” them. The village leaders had asked for tools 
and supplies to enlarge their gardens. These people insisted 
that they wanted to build them latrines, so the money was 
used to build a women’s and men’s toilet. Shaking their 
heads, they explained that the toilets were never used. It’s 
not their way. Money wasted; money literally down the toilet. 
They expressed how devalued they felt; when they tried to 
explain their needs, they were dismissed. Other people 
assumed to know what was best for them. Often our good 
intentions have a harmful impact. 

The founder of Methodism, John Wesley, taught 
three simple rules: Do no harm; Do good; Stay in love with 
God. When I first explored these simple rules, I thought it was 
odd that “do no harm” is the first rule. 
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2/13/22 Sermon cont’d 
Yet, this is the same lesson that Jesus offers his disciples as 
they launch their ministry with people who are excluded, 
suffering, oppressed, and even of a different ethnicity. Jesus 
says, “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies” (Luke 
6:27). In his book, Three Simple Rules: A Wesleyan Way of 

Living, Bishop Reuben P. Job explains, “To do no harm 

means that I will be on guard so that all my actions and even 

my silence will not add injury to another of God’s children or 

to any part of God’s creation.” It’s easier to “do good” for 

those who are like-minded and those who return kindness; it 
takes a different level of compassionate intention to “do no 
harm” and to “love your enemies.”  
 I’m sure you’ve experienced a time when you set out 
with the best of intentions only to discover that your help 
wasn’t helpful or a comment was harmful. For example, I’ve 
learned from a friend that saying “It’s easy!” when another 
person asks for help implies that they must be inadequate. It 
wasn’t so easy for her, and that’s why she needed my help. 
What I perceived as words of encouragement were instead 
harmful and stopped her from seeking my help. In changing 
the way I respond to her, she asks for help more readily and 
feels heard and valued. In another example, there was a 
church that donated equipment to solve a water problem in 
another church. They would find out that their help prohibited 

the youth from fulfilling its obligation to their church. It’s 

particularly true that our “good” intentions do not always 
result in a positive impact.  
 Today we talk about the difference between intent 
and impact. We cannot always predict what our impact is, 
especially as we foster diverse relationships - across age, 
gender, abilities, and ethnicities. It’s important that we are 
open to understand our impact, to listen to each other and 
understand our impact. Our tendency is often to defend our 
actions - that wasn’t my intention. Suddenly the person who 
acted with “good” intention is hurt or angry by the charge that 
they have been harmful. As Wesley says, though, our first 
simple rule is to do no harm. When we learn that our actions 
are harmful, we need to acknowledge it, apologize, and 
change our actions. This offers everyone a basic sense of 
dignity. It says that we value you.  

This is the difficult path, for we all stumble along it 
together. We all need mercy; so we all need to be merciful. 
We all require forgiveness; so we all need to be endless in 
our forgiving. As Jesus emphasizes to his disciples, our 
response to people is the most important. In order that we 
might do all the good we can, we must begin by intentionally 
trying to do no harm along the way.              ~cont’d on pg. 5 
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A Community Ash Wednesday service with Calvary UM, 
Zion EC & St. John Lutheran will be held on March 2nd at 

7PM at Zion EC Church 
 (N. Church & Summit Sts., Mohnton)   

Preacher: Pastor Matthew Davis 

Mark your calendar! 
(Receiving the imposition of ashes is optional.) 

Evening service in Calvary’s sanctuary 
remembering the passion and death of Christ.  

Will also be available via livestream. 

A service of quiet reflection, remembering the time Jesus 
spent in the tomb as he awaited the fulfillment of God’s will 

through Christ’s glorious resurrection on  
Easter morning.  

AN ADULT LENTEN STUDY 

Peaceful Practices: A Guide to Healthy Communication in Conflict is a curriculum 
developed by the Mennonite Central Committee to prepare hearts and minds to 

be more Christ-like when dealing with difficult issues, as well as learn useful 
skills to become better overall communicators. 

  
“If we can learn to embody healthy dialogue habitually in interpersonal interaction, it will ripple 

out and affect our communities and society.”  
~Jes Stolzfus Buller (curriculum author) 

 

This 6-week Lenten series will be facilitated by Pastor Tamie and offered in–person  
and via Zoom from 5:45-6:45PM on the following Wednesday evenings in Lent:  

March 9, 16, 23 & 30 and April 6 & 13. 
 

PARTICIPANTS:  It’s most helpful if you read the discussion materials PRIOR to the class sessions.  
The readings will be made available on our website: calvaryumcmohnton.org.  You may also click on 

this link:  Peaceful Practices Reading Materials  
 

All are welcome to participate. 
 

A joyful celebration of Christ’s arrival into 

Jerusalem.  A light lunch and Easter Egg 

Hunt will follow the 10:30AM worship service, 

hopefully outside on the side lawn. 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/thursday-am-bible-study/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving through Week 7  02/13/2022 

  CALVARY'S FINANCIAL NEEDS 

2022 Operating Budget $348,300 

YTD Giving Needed $46,887 

YTD Actual Giving $50,348 

  107.4% 

Feb. 20th: SUNDAY SCHOOL TIME CHANGE 

New start time of 9:00AM 

Page 5 

 

TOOLS FOR MINISTRY 2022 

It’s time to open the proverbial tool box 
again to help build and repair church 
ministries—to fix what’s broken and 
improve what’s working. That requires 
leadership development and training 
more than anything else. 

So the Eastern PA Conference will 
sponsor its 2022 Tools for Ministry on 
Saturday, March 5, 9 AM to 12:30 
PM. Classes will be offered virtually on 
Zoom once again, out of an abundance of 
caution during the still-surging COVID 
pandemic. 

Tools for Ministry is a half-day 
academy offering two sessions of 
diverse, dynamic learning for leaders. 
And it’s open to all laity and clergy. Skilled 
instructors will provide valuable 
information, wise insights and helpful 
resources. And some classes will be 
recorded and made available later to be 
viewed again or for the first time by those 
who want to learn more. 

Click here to see the full list of 
workshop descriptions. 

Register today before some classes fill 
up! 

Sermon cont’d from pg. 3 

 

Life as The Way: I Like It! 
 

 As Jesus instructs his disciples in the Way before 
they enter the mission field, he lays out how they are to 
respond to other people: 

• Generosity without reciprocity 

• Non-violent resistance 

• Everyone is deserving of God’s grace and mercy 

• Do no harm 

• Do all the good you can 
What follows is Jesus teaching and modeling and 
encouraging the disciples along the Way. Sometimes they 
were successful; other times they needed mercy and grace. 
Jesus’ response to his disciples is just as he charged his 
disciples to love others and how God responds to all of 
creation, grace-filled. It’s our Way, too. 
 We have just tasted a large plate of “love your 
enemies” teachings we may not want to hear. We may not 
want them, but we need them. Just like Mikey, as we accept 
the charge to take a small bite and then another bite and 
another, then maybe, just maybe, we can proclaim, “Life as 
the Way: I like it!” 
 

Do all the good you can, 
by all the means you can, 
in all the ways you can, 
in all the places you can, 
at all the times you can, 
to all the people you can, 
as long as ever you can. 

      ~John Wesley 

 

https://www.epaumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022_ToolsForMinistry_Brochure.pdf
https://www.epaumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022_ToolsForMinistry_Brochure.pdf
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=652793&
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Crossing Cultures: Understanding & Applying 
Intercultural Competencies in Cross-Racial / 

Cross-Cultural Ministry 

March 11, 2022 
6:30 PM – 8 PM 

March 12, 2022 
9 AM – 12:30 AM 

via Zoom 

 

This is a 2-part, all 
Zoom workshop 
which you may 

attend from home. 

If interested, please 
contact Pastor 

Tamie (610-780-
1486) on or before 

March 4th. 

OBJECTIVES: 
 

 To describe how the dynamics of the key concepts are inter-related as they impact and influence relationships 

 To recognize how these attitudes and behaviors are reflected in real life circumstances, especially in CR/CC 
ministry 

 To learn strategies for responding in challenging situations within the context of CR/CC ministry 
 

KEY CONCEPTS: 
 

Diversity, Culture, Ethnicity  ~  Implicit and Explicit Biases  ~  Stereotype and Micro-Aggressions 
Racial Biases and Racism  ~  Self-awareness, Self-Regulation, Empathy 
 

INTENDED AUDIENCE: Clergy together with staff & church leadership, as well as Ministry groups serving in Cross-
Racial / Cross Cultural ministry. (e.g., Calvary’s Latino Ministry, SPRC, Trustees, Lay Leadership, etc.) 
 

FACILITATED BY: Rev. Dr. Anita A. Powell & Rev. David Piltz 
Trainers with the EPA Conference Commission on Religion & Race 

 

The Eastern PA Conference offers four camping locations with a wonderful myriad of 

camping themes.  NOW is the time to be looking over the various websites to check out 

their electronic brochures and registration areas.  NOW is the time to start talking to 

your brothers, sisters, and friends about experiencing a camp adventure this summer!  

Partial scholarship funds are available through Calvary Church (one scholarship per child 

per season).  If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Matthew at 717-917-

5342 or christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com.    

Below are the links to each of the camps: 

Gretna Glen Camp and Retreat Center 

Innabah Camp and Retreat Center 

Pocono Plateau Camp and Retreat Center 

Carson Simpson Farm 

  

mailto:christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com
https://gretnaglen.org/summer-camp/step-1-pick-a-program/
https://www.innabah.org/camp-information
http://www.poconoplateau.org/summer_camp
https://www.csfarm.org/activities-programs

