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Sunday, February 13th, 2022 
Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 

 
9:30 AM  

Sunday school for all ages 
Adults – Chapel & Zoom 

Children & Youth – Lower Level 
 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM 
 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Deb Bierly 
 

 

ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 
1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 
Password: 082013 

 
 SUNDAY WORSHIP BY PC 

CLICK HERE 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH           February 6 – February 12, 2022 

Connect to God. 
Connect to each other. 

Connect to the community. 

Remember the Way 
2/6/22 sermon by Pastor Tamie Scalise 

Text: Luke 6:17-26 
 

One of my favorite movies is Remember the Titans with Denzel 
Washington. Based on a true story, it recounts the events of T.C. 
Williams High School in Alexandria, Virginia in 1971. The story 
revolves around an exciting championship season of football in a town 
where football is at the very heart of their community. This football 
season is unlike any other. Like the rest of the country, Alexandria is 
facing forced integration of all schools, Black and white. When 
students are consolidated from three schools into T.C. Williams High 
School, Coach Herman Boone, a Black coach, is named the head 
coach of the combined team. Coach Boone has to do more than just 
build a new football team; he has to forge a new connection between 
Black and white players and coaches.  
 

As Boone begins summer training for a team that brings talented 
Black and white athletes together, hatred pierces their bodies like the 
hot lead of bullets; mistrust blows about like smoke from canons. Their 
practice field is a battlefield. Early one morning Boone gathers his 
coaches and players and takes them on a run through the woods that 
ended at daybreak. With the morning mist still lingering and everyone 
breathless and emptied, Boone looks upon his team and says, 

Does anyone know what this place is? It’s Gettysburg.  
This is where they fought the battle of Gettysburg. 50,000  
men died on this field, fighting the same fight that we’re  
still fighting amongst ourselves. Listen to their souls  
say- ‘I killed my brother with malice in my heart… 
Hatred destroyed my family. ’If we don’t come 
together right here on this hallowed ground,  
we too will be destroyed. I don’t care if you like each  
other but you will respect each other. 

Boone knows that this team has to come together now; they have to 
decide who they will be, because once they leave camp, they will be 
swept up into the racial war happening in their schools and 
community. They will need to be different on and off the field. Boone 
joins the coaches and players on the battlefield in Gettysburg, giving 
this charge. This is who we will be. 
 

This is Jesus’ Sermon on the Plain. Jesus is giving a charge to his 
disciples. This is who we will be. Like Boone, Jesus explains that who 
they are is not anything like the rest of the world. 

~cont’d on pg. 2 
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13 –  Lisa Ruth 
 2409 Lindale Dr. 

Reading, PA 19609  
 

13 –  Don Zerfoss 
 878 N Maple Street 

Ephrata, PA  17522 
 

15 –  Zachary Wagner 
 535 Chestnut St. 

West Reading, PA 19611 
 
16 –  Tom Minick 
 48 Rim View Lane 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

18 –  Joe Raber 
 1983 Cedar Top Rd. 

Reading, PA  19607 
 

19 –  Laura Bierly 
 1 Hanley Lane 

Shillington, PA  19607 
 

 

Beginning MARCH 9th, the youth 

will meet at Calvary Church every 

first and third Wednesday for 

“Going Deeper” youth nights. We 

will meet from 5:45 – 6:45PM downstairs in the youth 

room.  From Pastor Matthew Davis  

(717-917-5342) christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com) 

 
2/06/22 Sermon cont’d 

They will need to be different, to live contrary to the ways of this world. As you 
will see next week, he even gives them the “love your enemies” speech, just 
as Boone emphasizes that it doesn’t matter whether you like each other. 
Boone and Jesus call their people - football players or apostles - to a shared 
mission that challenges them to experience the world differently and be 
transformed by it. To survive being different, they need to come together now 
or be destroyed. Jesus outlines the Way of discipleship. 
 

The Sermon on the Plain 
 

There are three important details we need to understand in regards to the 
context of this sermon: 

 Just before our reading today, Jesus has gathered his disciples on the 
mountain. Out of a crowd of people he called disciples, he selects 
twelve as his apostles. In a sense, he picks his starting line-up. Jesus, 
the newly appointed apostles, and the disciples come down the 
mountain together. 

  There are people - a great multitude - from all over the nation waiting for Jesus. They want to hear Jesus’ teaching 
and be healed. Some among the crowd are “troubled with unclean spirits.” Everyone wants to receive his power, 
to be healed and restored. When Jesus begins his teaching, there is a massive crowd of listeners. To whom, then, 
is Jesus speaking? Luke explains, “Then [Jesus] focuses his eyes on the disciples” (6:20). While the rest of the 
crowd is listening in, Jesus directs his charge to those who have made a commitment to follow him. Edward 
Schweitzer explains, the “Sermon on the Plain is a call to action…a call to the life of discipleship” (The Good News 
according to Luke, 117-18). Eventually, early Christians refer to this call to action as “the Way” (Acts 18:25). 

 Finally, the location of this teaching is significant. Jesus stands among them on a level place - a Sermon on the 
Plain. This directly contrasts with Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount. Here, we find Jesus in a presence of solidarity, 
standing “on a level place” with his disciples. It’s a clear message of “we;” it’s a clear call to come together. What 
Jesus is about to ask is not easy, so he is assuring his disciples that they will be doing it together, Jesus included, 
at all cost. 

 

The Way of Discipleship 
 

Just like those young men on Boone’s football team experienced, Jesus turns the disciples’ world upside down. Jesus 
asserts the Way of the Lord. For Jesus, this is also the Way of discipleship. 
 

In a dynamic comparison of four blessings and corresponding curses, Jesus describes the great reversal: the kingdom of 
God belongs to the poor; the empty will be filled; those weeping will rejoice. On the other hand, Jesus warns against a life 
of wealth, excessive consumption, and oblivion to others’ suffering and sorrow. Jesus is charging his disciples to live with 
a new kind of purpose - to share the good news of God’s favor for those who battle poverty, hunger, disease, and exclusion. 

 

~con’d on pg. 3 
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As he’s speaking to the disciples, they are surrounded by a mass of people who seek a healing touch, thirst for these words 
of grace, and long for a new kind of power, God’s grace. And Jesus has shared it with them all, without asking who is 
deserving. The disciples have just witnessed the power of faith, the power of touch, and the power of presence. Now, with 
his eyes upon them, Jesus makes it clear - these are your people, because they are God’s people. 
 

In order to share this news, for this news to reveal its truth, Jesus calls them to a new way of living. Luke’s Jesus, foremost, 
stands in solidarity with the poor. Unlike Matthew who speaks of a spiritual poverty, Luke is referring to material wealth and 
power. When we set out to fulfill our purpose in life, we must not allow that purpose to be entirely focused on ourselves - 
accumulating wealth, education, fame, happiness, and pleasure at the expense of others. Jesus invites us to a greater 
common good, a holistic and holy perspective designed to offer restoration and reconciliation for all. Just as Jesus is not 
advocating that it is better to be poor, hungry, and miserable, Jesus is warning us to live attentively and generously to the 
needs of others. The Way is of complete dependence on God, of having nothing but God, of self-emptying, and of deep 
compassion with others. This is the Way of receiving God’s fullness and blessings. This is the Way of God’s intended holiness 
and wholeness for all creation. 
 

While this is not an easy message to swallow, it gets even more difficult. Looking his apostles in the eyes, he tells them that 
living the Way will result in exclusion and defamation. If you are to touch the unclean, your friends and family will not allow 
you in their homes. If you are to defend an adulteress, the religious authorities will question your actions. If you are to remind 
the wealthy of their obligation to care for the widow and orphan, then they will despise you. If you are to heal the blind and 
broken with the power of God, then those in power will be threatened by you. He warns them of the risk, and then emphasizes 
that this has been the historic role of prophets through generations, holding their people accountable. These apostles are 
members of the holy priesthood, a new kind of prophet who lives among the people. Their threat will be widespread, moving 
about and growing in numbers, and thus, their risk will be greater. 
 

Let Us Come Together 
 

While Boone’s team came together at that camp, the realities of the world hit the moment they stepped off the bus and 
especially on that first day of school. Stones were thrown, threats were made, anger and hatred were unleashed. These 
players and the coaches were forced to face racial segregation and division on and off the field, and, as an integrated team, 
to live beyond it so that they might stay together and not be destroyed. If you haven’t seen the movie yet, you should watch 
it. Their witness was powerful, then and now. It was Christ-like. 
 

When Jesus came down the mountain with his group of apostles, he gathered them around for a “we’ve got to come together 
now or be destroyed” speech. He defined their values and emphasized what they will reject. He warned them that being 
different - choosing to minister to the outcasts and oppressed - was to risk everything. More importantly, their witness, in 
coming together with unequivocal resolve, would transform people and nations to the ends of the world, then and now. Their 
witness would come to be known as the Way. 
 

As I prepared for my message, I thought about how I seem to repeat myself. It seems to be true in life, too. T.C. Williams 
High School football team stood on the battlefield where young boys died fighting the same battle they were fighting. The 
same battles rage today: the wealth gap, education gap, food desserts, health gap, and so on across the globe. The United 
Methodist Church faces its own forces of division as it navigates a future church split. Our country faces unprecedented 
divisions politically and socially, with recurring conversations about things such as banning books and voting rights. 
Remember the Titans, it’s the title, and it’s a charge. We need to remember the powerful witness of young boys who united 
across race despite a world raging in hatred and division. They experienced the fullness of God’s grace.  
 

Stephen Mattson challenges contemporary Christians, “Many Christians fail to grasp the basic point: TO FOLLOW JESUS. 
Unfortunately, many Christians love the Bible more than Jesus. They say things like ‘a biblical worldview’ and ‘we’re a bible-
believing church’ and ‘we believe in the Bible.’ But instead they should be having a ‘Christ-like worldview’ where they ‘act 
like Jesus’ and believe in the words and actions of Jesus.” It seems we need reminding. It seems we need to remember the 
Way. I invite y’all into the urgent challenge of discipleship. Luke’s Jesus will lead us to the poor, excluded, reviled, and 
imprisoned. Luke’s Jesus will lead us where we will be reviled and rejected. Luke’s Jesus will take us beyond oneself to that 
which is greater, to that which will change us and the world. It’s only possible if we come together on this hallowed ground 
so that we too will not be destroyed. Remember the Way. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS , UPDATES & UPCOMING NEEDS: 

Deb Anuszewski - Member of Zion ECC and leader of the 
MCFM; fell at church and broke one ankle and sprained the 
other; not sure if surgery will be necessary 
 

Deb Bierly – Recovering from shoulder surgery 
 

Dawn Fox – Wife of Ron & mother of Pastor Tamie; hip 
replacement surgery on Feb. 21st 
 
Fam. of Roseanne Gill-Jacobson – Friend of Michelle 
Daniels who lost her battle w/bone cancer 
 

Gary Reed - Husband of Elaine; recent surgery to remove 
gangrenous gall bladder; prayer for full healing 
 
Kay Wadsworth – Ankle replacement surgery on March 1st 
 

A Community Ash Wednesday service with Calvary UM, 
Zion EC & St. John Lutheran will be held on March 2nd at 

7PM at Zion EC Church 
 (N. Church & Summit Sts., Mohnton)   

Preacher: Pastor Matthew Davis 

Mark your calendar! 
(Receiving the imposition of ashes is optional.) 

 

Evening service in Calvary’s sanctuary 
remembering the passion and death of Christ.  

Will also be available via livestream. 

A service of quiet reflection, remembering the time Jesus 
spent in the tomb as he awaited the fulfillment of God’s will 

through Christ’s glorious resurrection on  
Easter morning.  

AN ADULT LENTEN STUDY 
Peaceful Practices: A Guide to Healthy 

Communication in Conflict is a 
curriculum developed by the 

Mennonite Central Committee to 
prepare hearts and minds to be more 
Christ-like when dealing with difficult 

issues, as well as learn useful skills to 
become better overall communicators. 

  
“If we can learn to embody healthy 
dialogue habitually in interpersonal 

interaction, it will ripple out and 
affect our communities and 
society.” ~Jes Stolzfus Buller 

(curriculum author) 
 

This 6-week Lenten series will be 
facilitated by Pastor Tamie and 

offered in–person and via Zoom from 
5:45-6:45PM on the following 

Wednesday evenings in Lent: March 
9, 16, 23 & 30  

and April 6 & 13. 
 

No book or study guide is necessary. 
All are welcome to participate. 

 

A joyful celebration of Christ’s arrival into 

Jerusalem.  A light lunch and Easter Egg 

Hunt will follow the 10:30AM worship service, 

hopefully outside on the side lawn. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY MIFFLIN COMMUNITY  
FOOD MINISTRY NEEDS: 

 

Toothbrushes    Toothpaste 
Mac N’ Cheese   Toilet Paper 
100% Juice         Rice a Roni 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED on Sat., 2/19 from 8:30-
11:30AM to help with the food distribution and carrying 
grocery bags up steps for clients needing assistance. No 
RSVP necessary.  Any amount of your time is greatly 
appreciated. 

Page 5 

It’s important to give our newest 
ministry a name that speaks 
to its identity and purpose  
within our church and local 
community.  I was prayerfully 
inspired by the Holy Spirit to 
name our Latino Ministry 4th Generation. 
 

In Numbers 14:29, the 4th generation were those who 
crossed over into the Promised Land following 40 years 
of wandering in the desert.  It was the 4th generation that 
truly learned to know, trust, and obey God by keeping his 
commandments. This desire and outcome goes beyond 
just hoping that people stay out of trouble. For us, it 
means we seek to raise up faithful and passionate 
followers of Jesus Christ.  
  
It's our responsibility to make disciples of the 4th 
Generation. 
  
For he issued his laws to Jacob; he gave his instructions 
to Israel. He commanded our ancestors to teach them to 
their children, so the next generation might know them— 
even the children not yet born— and they in turn will teach 
their own children. So each generation should set its hope 
anew on God, not forgetting his glorious miracles and 
obeying his commands. - Psalm 78:5-7  
 

In the month of January, we declared it a time to start 
sowing. We are exploring the land to see where the need 
is and have great expectations to find what God has 
planned for us and how we can best serve and love our 
neighbors.  
 

I will continue to provide updates on our labors, as well 
as share joys/concerns, plans, upcoming events, and 
prayer requests, in the coming months. 
  
Blessings to our family at Calvary.  I would like to extend 
my gratitude for allowing our Latino Ministry to be part of 
this Church. 
 

~Pastor Maddy 

TOOLS FOR MINISTRY 2022 

It’s time to open the proverbial tool box 
again to help build and repair church 
ministries—to fix what’s broken and 
improve what’s working. That requires 
leadership development and training 
more than anything else. 

So the Eastern PA Conference will 
sponsor its 2022 Tools for Ministry on 
Saturday, March 5, 9 AM to 12:30 
PM. Classes will be offered virtually on 
Zoom once again, out of an abundance of 
caution during the still-surging COVID 
pandemic. 

Tools for Ministry is a half-day 
academy offering two sessions of 
diverse, dynamic learning for leaders. 
And it’s open to all laity and clergy. Skilled 
instructors will provide valuable 
information, wise insights and helpful 
resources. And some classes will be 
recorded and made available later to be 
viewed again or for the first time by those 
who want to learn more. 

Click here to see the full list of 
workshop descriptions. 

Register today before some classes fill 
up! 

 

https://www.epaumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022_ToolsForMinistry_Brochure.pdf
https://www.epaumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022_ToolsForMinistry_Brochure.pdf
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=652793&
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TIME CHANGE: 9:00 – 10:00AM 

BEGINNING FEBRUARY 20TH 

A transitional half hour between Sunday school and worship is needed to allow our technology 
volunteers sufficient time for final mike level and livestream camera checks. 

This time adjustment, for the start of Calvary’s Sunday school hour, will begin February 20th. 
Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

Crossing Cultures: Understanding & Applying 
Intercultural Competencies in Cross-Racial / 

Cross-Cultural Ministry 

March 11, 2022 
6:30 PM – 8 PM 

March 12, 2022 
9 AM – 12:30 AM 

via Zoom 

 

This is a 2-part, all 
Zoom workshop 
which you may 

attend from home. 

If interested, please 
contact Pastor 

Tamie (610-780-
1486) on or before 

March 4th. 

OBJECTIVES: 
 

 To describe how the dynamics of the key concepts are inter-related as they impact and influence relationships 

 To recognize how these attitudes and behaviors are reflected in real life circumstances, especially in CR/CC 
ministry 

 To learn strategies for responding in challenging situations within the context of CR/CC ministry 
 

KEY CONCEPTS: 
 

Diversity, Culture, Ethnicity  ~  Implicit and Explicit Biases  ~  Stereotype and Micro-Aggressions 
Racial Biases and Racism  ~  Self-awareness, Self-Regulation, Empathy 
 

INTENDED AUDIENCE: Clergy together with staff & church leadership, as well as Ministry groups serving in Cross-
Racial / Cross Cultural ministry. (e.g., Calvary’s Latino Ministry, SPRC, Trustees, Lay Leadership, etc.) 
 

FACILITATED BY: Rev. Dr. Anita A. Powell & Rev. David Piltz 
Trainers with the EPA Conference Commission on Religion & Race 


