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Sunday, February 6th, 2022 
Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 

Celebration of Holy Communion 
 

9:30 AM  
for all ages 

Adults – Chapel & Zoom 
Children & Youth – Lower Level 

 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM 
 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Dave Svetz 
 

 

ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 
1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 
Password: 082013 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP BY PC 
CLICK HERE 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH           January 30th – February 5th, 2022 

Connect to God. 
Connect to each other. 

Connect to the community. 

Luke’s Jesus (Part 2) 
1/30/22 sermon by Pastor Tamie Scalise 
Text: Luke 4:14-22 & portions of Isaiah 61 

 

Last week we reflected on the Jesus who returned to his hometown of 

Nazareth in almost unrecognizable form. He literally blew into this 

community of his family and friends, powered by the Holy Spirit with a 

serious purpose in life - and it had nothing to do with being a carpenter 

like Joseph. This ordinary day in the synagogue becomes 

extraordinary when Jesus makes his big announcement, opening the 

scroll of Isaiah and reading from chapter sixty-one. 

Starting with Isaiah 

More than any other book from the Hebrew Bible, Isaiah influences our 

understanding of Jesus as Messiah and his mission to build the kin-

dom of God. In fact, it has sometimes been referred as the fifth gospel 

(Claassens, L. Juliana, “Isaiah,” Theological Bible Commentary, 209). The name 

Isaiah literally means, “the Lord saves.” We see here that Luke’s 

Jesus, whom we call our Savior, begins his ministry with the words of 

the prophet Isaiah. Unlike others before him who have read these 

exact lines, Jesus does so with a newfound authority in the Spirit and 

then responds to their astonishment by proclaiming, “Today this 

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” That’s a different kind of 

reading with a very particular purpose. If it’s the voice of Isaiah that 

Jesus reveals as he opens the scroll, then it’s important for us to ask: 

what is the voice of Isaiah saying to its people? 

I would like to read a wider breadth of chapter 61, verses one to eleven, 

in order to better capture the vision being cast by the prophet Isaiah. It 

might even help to close your eyes, because Isaiah really is re-

imagining their world. These are the words spoken by Isaiah using the 

NIV translation: 

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 
because the Lord has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim freedom for the captives 
and release from darkness for the prisoners, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 
and the day of vengeance of our God, 

              ~cont’d on pg. 2 
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07 –  Julie McGettrick 
 1111 Wyomissing Rd. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

08 –  Jeff Feiler 
 3314 Pequot Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 
 

08 –  Jake Erb 
 113 Pennypacker Rd. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

08 –  Anthony Stevens, Jr. 
 343 Belle Alto Rd. 

Wernersville, PA  19565 
 

09 –  Deb Bierly 
 1 Hanley Ln. 

Shillington, PA  19607 
 

10 –  Neil Magerman 
 2500 Jacob Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA 19608 
 

11 – Kelsey Shuman 
 32 Heatherwood Lane 
 Denver, PA  17517 
 

11 –  Dawn Fox 
 2139 Reading Blvd. 

West Lawn, PA  19609 

 

Beginning MARCH 2nd, the youth 

will meetat Calvary Church every 

first and third Wednesday for 

“Going Deeper” youth nights. We 

will meet from 5:45 – 6:45PM downstairs in the youth 

room.  From Pastor Matthew Davis  

(717-917-5342) christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com) 

 

to comfort all who mourn, 
and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
instead of ashes, 
the oils of joy 
instead of mourning, 
and a garment of praise 
instead of a spirit of despair. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
a planting of the Lord 
for the display of his splendor. 
They will rebuild the ancient ruins 
and restore the places long devastated; 
 they will renew the ruined cities 

that have been devastated for generations. 
Strangers will shepherd your flocks; 
foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. 
And you will be called priests of the Lord, 
you will be named ministers of our God. 
You will feed on the wealth of nations, 
and in their riches you will boast. 
Instead of your shame 
you will receive a double portion, 
and instead of disgrace 
you will rejoice in your inheritance. 
And so you will inherit a double portion in your land, 
and everlasting joy will be yours. 

'For I, the Lord, love justice; 
I hate robbery and wrongdoing. 
In my faithfulness I will reward my people 
and make an everlasting covenant with them. 
Their descendants will be known among the nations 
and their offspring among the peoples. 
All who see them will acknowledge 
 that they are a people the Lord has blessed.’ 
I delight greatly in the Lord; 
my soul rejoices in my God. 
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 
and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, 
 

1/30/22 Sermon cont’d 

as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the soil makes the sprout come up 
and a garden causes seeds to grow, 
so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness 
and praise spring up before all nations. 
 

Isaiah imagines an alternative world for a people who have 
been devastated by generations of imperial, oppressive 
forces and exile from their land. Their temple is in ruins; the 
people battle poverty and injustice; their nation is wrought 
with internal strife as they establish leadership and integrate 
a diaspora who are strangers in their own land and return 
with families of other nations. Isaiah offers a message of 
hope and vindication to the disadvantaged and oppressed. 
It’s a world where the imprisoned are set free and those 
weeping are consoled, where the hungry feast on bread, 
the homeless receive shelter, and the naked are clothed. It 
is a world where the blind can see, the deaf can hear, and 
the lame leap like gazelles. Isaiah comforts his people with 
the good news of God’s promise to restore God’s people.  
 

~cont’d on pg. 3 
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Isaiah proclaims the year of the Lord’s favor. Those listening to Isaiah would understand that the context out of which he 
speaks comes from the Torah. The year of the Lord’s favor is actually referencing the Year of Jubilee located in Leviticus 
25. This is a law that required all Israelites every fiftieth year to cancel debts, to return property that had been lost due to 
indebtedness, and to release slaves (Moore, Rickie D., “Isaiah,” Wesley One Volume Commentary, 420). Even the land is 
to be given rest, so that the natural resources be offered a respite for restoration and reinvigorated for future harvests. 
Isaiah speaks a message of economic restoration and justice, emphasizing, “I, the Lord, love justice” (61:8). In the Year of 
Jubilee, the people return to an equal playing field in which people are forgiven their crushing debts so that justice may be 
restored. For a people who have been economically devastated by imperial forces, this is good news! The voice of Isaiah, 
proclaiming the vision of social transformation, healing, and economic justice, is heard with joy and renewed hope. 
 

The Mission Statement of Luke’s Jesus 
 

This week Craig talked about your “favorite things” in his weekly message, Two Minutes More. He wondered about whether 
in our list of favorite things we have considered a favorite verse of scripture. He wondered how much time we spend 
understanding its meaning and relevance in our lives. He challenges us to hear our scripture in new ways to benefit us 
today. Luke’s Jesus certainly claims this passage of Isaiah as his defining mission statement for his day. In doing so, Jesus 
tells the people of Nazareth three things: 
1) Jesus makes it clear that the gospel, the good news, is for the poor and oppressed. The good news speaks directly to 

those on the margins of society. Jesus points us to who needs attention and compassion. 
2) Jesus sets the stage for his life work, establishing the outline of his messianic job description: liberate the marginalized 

from oppressive structures; heal the broken-hearted and the poor in health; reverse the economic structures by 
forgiving debts and freeing slaves. The work of Jesus is right here on earth, and it comes with a great sense of urgency.  

3) Jesus asserts that he is the Messiah. Isaiah emphasizes the role of an individual human agent to carry out God’s 

righteous design. Those listening would recognize how this passage describes the work of the anticipated Messiah. 
The One for whom they were waiting. 

 

Isaiah proclaimed God’s vision of restoration and justice; Jesus claimed it as his mission to fulfill. What I find most fascinating 
about the overarching context of this mission statement is its context in the legacy of the gospel of Luke. Unlike the other 

gospels, Luke has a sequel called the Acts of the Apostles. It’s Luke’s Jesus that follows us into the formation of a sect of 

followers of Jesus and the eventual development of the church as we know it today. If this is the mission statement of Jesus 
and the church he initiated, then as a community of followers, this should constitute our mission as well.  
 

The Church’s Mission 
 

For church to be relevant, to break into the ordinary circumstance of its day, then it must be willing to live into this mission 
that Jesus commenced. It must do so in the context of its place and time. The church must have eyes to see the 
marginalized, poor, and oppressed. The church must have vision to imagine an alternative world. The church must have 
the compassion and courage, through the Spirit, to fulfill God’s righteous design at all cost. 
 

As part of my pastoral work, I am a member of the Economic Justice Council of the Eastern Pennsylvania United Methodist 
Conference. Our group was convened with the sole purpose to assess the racial economic disparities that exist within our 
conference and then to make a proposal to the conference in order to redress the economic injustices. Here’s the reality to 
see: 78% of the clergy are white and 90% of our congregations are white churches; there is a wealth gap between white 
churches and churches of color; and the day-to-day realities of racial inequality remains for clergy and churches of color. 
They often serve communities with a low socio-economic status and exist in communities battling drugs, violence, and 
mental health issues. Pastors in communities of color hold funerals for a lot more young people - tragic deaths related to 
gun violence and drugs. Their church buildings are old, inherited from white congregations that left to build anew in the 
suburbs. The cost to maintain the buildings consumes most of their limited budgets. While clergy of color typically receive 
lower pay, it’s common that they don’t receive pay at all. The churches must decide to either pay the pastor or fix the roof 
or keep the electricity on. It is the mission of the Economic Justice Council to imagine an alternative world that overturns 
the racial wealth gap in our churches. In a proposal, “A Path Towards Wholeness,” we are making recommendations in four 
areas: empower and advance clergy of color and leadership; provide equitable compensation for clergy of color; assist 
churches of color in reducing the burden of debt in apportionments; and create new ministries and revitalized ministries 
with churches of color.   ~cont’d on pg. 5 
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Although it’s been a very large learning and technology curve, and one that 
continues to present challenges, the move into being able to offer our worship 
services via livestream is showing some very positive outcomes. 
   

On Christmas Eve, we had 12 livestream connections from D.C. and 5 from MD!  
We aren’t able to determine exactly who is worshipping with us, nor how many 
people at one connecting point, but we do know that livestreaming provides a very 
valuable means of outreach.   
 

On Sunday, Jan. 2nd, in addition to those who worshipped in person, 17 from PA 
and 2 from VA joined in; and on Jan. 16th, 45 from PA, 3 from VA, 1 from FL, and 

1 from NJ were a part of our congregation.  Sometimes it’s very difficult to find anything good to come 
out of the pandemic, but Calvary going livestream is certainly one silver lining.  Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow! 
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If you have a couple minutes, check out the 
audio podcast recordings available on our 

website, written & recorded by Craig 
Caltagirone. On the homepage, click on the 

WORSHIP tab, then on “2 Minutes” in the drop 
down list.  Enjoy! 

 

If you would like to personally receive the “Two 
Minutes More” messages, please email Craig 
at ccgirone@comcast.net and he will add you 

to his weekly email distribution list 

SPONSOR ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

Anyone wishing to sponsor the altar 
flowers may do so by clicking on the link 
button below. Alternatively, you may call 
Janet in the church office (610-777-8441) 

and give her the date(s) you are 
interested in; she will sign-up online for 

you. 
Any dedications will be printed in the 

weekly Calvary Connection. 

CLICK 

HERE 

PRAYER REQUESTS AND UPDATES 

Ray Dautrich - Father of Vickie Dautrich; hospitalized for the past 3 weeks w/ rare blood disorder that affects 
blood coagulation; medication is slowly helping. 
 

Vickie Dautrich's aunt and uncle were hospitalized with COVID; sadly, her uncle passed away.  Please 
keep her aunt and their family in your prayers. 
 

Donna Owen - Mother of Jay Owen; fell and fractured her T3; in skilled care now and hoping to get back to 
assisted living soon 
 

Those grieving the loss of a loved one(s) 
 

Global unrest and uncertainty 
 

Workers still on the front lines of COVID care; prayers for strength, endurance & peace 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-altar
mailto:ccgirone@comcast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-altar
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-altar


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~Sermon cont’d from pg. 3 

This is what I want us to recognize. We, right here at Calvary, 
committed to being a force of justice on this issue by accepting 
the invitation to be a new space for new people and begin a 
Latino ministry in the Reading area. Of the 390 churches in our 
conference, only seven of them are Latino. We are responding 
to the Spirit that calls us to create new churches of color. The 
Holy Spirit has laid on our hearts a specific job to do. Let me 
tell you a beautiful story. Pastor Mady has started several other 
Latino ministries. She explained to me her reality: Every place 
I have had to first work to make and sell things before I can do 
anything. I have to bake one day and then sell the next day. 
Maybe we get $400 that allows us to do a small project. This is 
what I am used to doing, spending a lot of time making and 
selling things for a little bit of money. For the first time ever, she 
received a working budget that will allow her to concentrate on 
being a pastor. We are investing in and empowering our Latino 
sister and the Latino people in our community. 
 

We have a beautiful vision of integrating the Latino community 
into our church family. We are imagining a different world. This 
has always been a church of mostly white people. We have to 
face the truth. The historical racial injustice in our social, 
political, economic, and religious systems have kept us 

separated from people of color. It’s so much a part of our reality 

that it’s difficult to see. As we begin this ministry, we must 

acknowledge that we come from the place of power. We are 
the ones with the building and the money. We had the 
opportunity to vote yes to allow the Latino community to 
establish a ministry here. We are invited to live into this new 
reality - to welcome a new people just as they are and to 
worship and conduct ministry together in an equitable way. It’s 
exciting and a place for new life for all of us. We have our own 
work to do. Here are a few thoughts I have: 
 

FEBRUARY MIFFLIN COMMUNITY  
FOOD MINISTRY NEEDS: 

 

Toothbrushes    Toothpaste 
Mac N’ Cheese   Toilet Paper 
100% Juice         Rice a Roni 
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1) We can learn the history about how and why the Latino/Hispanic community settled in the Reading area. How does 
that compare with the history of our families? 

2) We can create a welcoming space for a Spanish speaking community. What if our signs and website were written in 
both Spanish and English? 

3) We can participate in intercultural competence and implicit bias trainings offered by the conference. 
4) We can reflect on how we make decisions and resolve conflict. Who is involved in the process? What are healthy 

practices for working through conflict? 
 

Maybe you have some ideas of your own. I invite you to share them with me and to prayerfully consider how you may 
want to participate in learning and supporting the new Latino ministry.  
 

Luke’s Jesus has a lot to teach us. Last week we learned the powerful role of the Holy Spirit as Jesus boldly announced 
his messianic job description. This week we learned about God’s righteous design proclaimed by Isaiah - to liberate the 
marginalized from oppressive structures; heal the broken-hearted and the poor in health; and reverse the economic 
structures by forgiving debts and freeing slaves. Now, I want us to acknowledge that the Holy Spirit has called us to a 
very specific work directly connected to the mission of Luke’s Jesus. We didn’t go looking for it; the Spirit found us. This 

mission follows a long, long trail. The prophet Isaiah proclaimed the mission; Luke’s Jesus embodied it; and we are 

called to continue the challenging work of fulfilling it. 
 

A Community Ash Wednesday service with 
Calvary UM, Zion EC and St. John Lutheran will 
be held on March 2nd at 7PM at Zion EC Church 

(N. Church & Summit Sts., Mohnton)   
Preacher: Pastor Matthew Davis 

Mark your calendar! 

The imposition of ashes is optional. 


