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Sunday, January 30th, 2022 
Preaching: Pastor Tamie Scalise 

 
9:30 AM  

for all ages 
Adults – Chapel & Zoom 

Children & Youth – Lower Level 
 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM 
 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Kay Wadsworth 
 

 

ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 
1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; Password: 
082013 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP BY PC 

CLICK HERE 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH            January 23 – January 30, 2022 

Connect to God. 
Connect to each other. 

Connect to the community. 

Luke’s Jesus (Part 1) 
1/23/22 sermon by Pastor Tamie Scalise 

Text: Luke 4:14-22 

 

The Torah Scroll 

One of my favorite experiences in worship happened when I visited a 
synagogue. What we just heard described from the book Nehemiah as 
he gathered his people at the rubble of the Temple in Jerusalem, 
resonates with my experience. My favorite part of the service was the 
reading of the Torah scroll, because Jews do so in the most reverent, 
joyous way. In a synagogue, they don’t just open a book and read. It’s 
not just words on a page. It’s actually a re-enactment of God’s 
presence with them. 

The Hebrew word for scroll is seypher, which comes from the root word 
meaning “to count” or “to make an account” or “to tell” 
(https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/definition/scroll.htm). So a scroll is used for 
recording counts or accounts. In this instance, the Torah scroll is an 
accounting of God’s presence with the Hebrew people. Because it is 

so sacred, the Jewish people proclaim, “Praised are You, Lord our 

God, ruler of the universe, who has given us the Torah of truth, planting 
within us life eternal. Praised are You, Adonai, who gives the Torah.” 

In the synagogue, the Torah Scroll is stored in a cabinet called the Ark, 
resembling the cabinet that housed the stone tablets of the Ten 
Commandments in the Holy of Holies in the portable tabernacle and 
later in the Temple in Jerusalem. The congregation stands when the 
doors or curtains of the ark are opened, just as the people gathered at 
the base of Mt. Sinai for the revelation of the Torah. The Torah Scroll 
is removed, all dressed in an ornately decorated covering.  

A metaphoric reenactment of the Israelite’s journey through the 
wilderness begins with the holy ark in their presence. They recite 
scripture, such as Numbers 10:35: “Whenever the ark set out, Moses 
would say, “Arise, O Lord, let your enemies be scattered, and your foes 
flee before you.” The Torah scroll is lifted high and paraded with song 
around the church. Everyone is joyfully celebrating. People reach out 
to touch and kiss the scroll. When they arrive in Jerusalem, they 
announce: “Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he 
may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths. For out of 
Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:3).            ~cont’d on pg. 2 
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31 –  Linda Chandler 
 5 Kenny Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

01 –  Joan Fisher 
320 Gelsinger Rd. 
Sinking Spring, PA  19608

  
01 –  Jeff Stone 
 1 N. Sandy Lane 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 
 

04 –  Jule Bonacci 
 48 Tee Cir. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

06 –  Mae Clark 
 1602 Brooke Blvd. 

Kenhorst, PA  19607 

 

Feb. 4th through Feb. 6th there’s an overnight 

weekend Youth Retreat coming up soon at 

Gretna Glen for students 6th-12th grade.  

Scholarship monies are available to help with 

the cost. Please contact Matthew Davis on or 

before Friday, January 28th if you’re 

interested in attending. 

 

Event Description: The Annual Youth Winter Blast Overnight is an 

awesome way to get away from the busyness of everyday life and just 

be at camp with friends, old and new. Throughout the event there will 

be awesome group games, have renewing worship experiences, and re-

connect with nature. There’s something for everyone, and a great 

chance to see camp in the crisp winter air, with the wood stove 

cranking out the heat. 

Event Cost: $90 per person 

NOTE THE CHANGE: Beginning MARCH 2nd, the youth will meet at Calvary Church 

every first and third Wednesday for “Going Deeper” youth nights. We will meet 

from 5:45 – 6:45PM downstairs in the youth room. 
 

Pastor Matthew Davis  
(717-917-5342) christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com) 

 

The Torah scroll contains the entire text of the five books of Moses, handwritten in 
the original Hebrew. According to tradition, the Torah is read four times a week, 
because three days should never pass without the word being read. The Jewish 
community reads the Torah in a year’s span, with the same readings being shared 
around the world. The sharing of this word, despite location, maintains a unity 
among a people who await for the restoration of its people. During the reading of 
the Torah scroll, multiple people work together in order to read and interpret the 
ancient language. When the Torah is returned to the ark, it is sung, 

““It is a tree of life to those who hold fast to it, and all of its supporters are happy” (Proverbs 3:18). The Torah scroll is a 

tangible embodiment of their connection with God and revered as a precious treasure, the gift of wisdom and life 
(https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/333007/jewish/What-Is-a-Torah-Scroll.htm). 

I share this because the Gospel reading is about Jesus reading from the scroll of Isaiah. It’s near the end of this reverent 
moment in the service, as God’s word is being read, prayers recited, and a message shared that Jesus publicly announces 
his ministry to the world. He does so through the reading of the prophet Isaiah, which occurs after the reading of the Torah. 
It’s important for us to clearly see Jesus as a devout, practicing Jew. I think sometimes that gets lost on us as Christians. 
Most importantly, Jesus publicly declares who he is and what he is to do when the scrolls are open, the presence of God is 
fully with the people in a reverent way, and the Spirit of the Lord is upon him.  

Luke’s Jesus 

As we start our journey with Jesus through his public ministry according to the gospel of Luke, I want us to reflect on a few 
things. As Christians in the twenty-first century, we are privy to his birth story of angels and shepherds and magi and a 
bright star. We come with a backstory of genealogy, baptism and trials in the wilderness; and best of all, we know the big 
reveal that he’s the Messiah.                  ~cont’d on pg. 3 

1/23/22 Sermon cont’d 
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We come to this passage with an overarching picture of Emmanuel, the Prince of Peace, and long awaited Messiah. The 
author of Luke, though, is introducing Jesus to a Jewish community in about 85 CE, written a generation after Jesus’ 
crucifixion and fifteen years following the destruction of the Temple. As the Christian sect of the Jewish community grows 
in addition to the expanding Gentile believers, the author of Luke is answering the questions: “Who is this Jesus?” and “Why 
has he come?” Despite not having been an eyewitness to the ministry of Jesus, Luke is compelled to tell, to recount, like 
the Torah scrolls of his people, the story of the prophet and long awaited Messiah. I want us to spend the next two weeks 
meeting Luke’s Jesus in this passage. 

Unlike the gospels of Mark and Matthew, Luke places this interface with Jesus’ hometown as the launching point of his 

public ministry. I imagine it’s more like a story where someone famous or successful returns to their small hometown after 

having tried to escape its confines. Jesus returns to Nazareth as a grown man at about thirty years of age. Though born in 
Bethlehem, he grew up an immigrant in Egypt as a young child and here in this small town of Nazarene. He is the son of 
Mary and raised in the household of Joseph, a carpenter or mason. Even if news of fame has spread, they still remember 
the child that had grown up… 

• a boy who chased and teased girls with frogs and spiders 

• a boy who ate more than his share of dessert with the evidence smeared on his face 

• a boy who fished all night without a catch for his family and returned to disappointment 

• a boy who wrestled with his brothers and defended his sister 

• a boy who wandered in the woods when he should have done his chores 
They know Jesus’ quirks and charms; they had all mended skinned knees and scolded mischief and thanked him for a 
random act of kindness. Jesus grew up in their midst, eating at their dinner tables and playing with their own children and 
grandchildren. This child of their town has returned to Nazarene all grown up. We don’t know for how long he has been 
away or the last time he has been home. It seems that it’s been a while because some ask, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 

It’s not just a homecoming for Jesus or a return to the way it’s always been. Jesus has changed. He has moved from the 
childhood image of being Joseph’s son to a man with his own purpose in life. He will not be a small town mason following 
in the footsteps of his father in the family trade. Let’s get to know Luke’s Jesus through the lens of a hometown crowd. 

Jesus is a Nazarene. Having just battled with the evil forces in the wilderness, Jesus returns home. There’s no place like 
home. He probably needed home cooked meals and rest. Maybe he wanted to catch up with his family, share a little money 
or ask for some. Maybe there were people, friends or relatives, with whom he sought to reconnect. Maybe he wanted to 
share with his beloved community the most amazing transformation he had ever experienced in both his baptism and trial 
in the wilderness. 

Jesus is a devout, practicing Jew. On the Sabbath day, Jesus attends the synagogue of his childhood days, “as was his 
custom.” It’s Luke who recounts the childhood story of Jesus being lost during the family’s travels to Jerusalem for Passover. 
At the age of twelve, Jesus is found in the temple among the teachers, listening and asking questions. Even at this early 
age, the teachers were astonished by Jesus’ understanding and answers (2:47). While Jesus was not born of the tribe of 
priests, he always identified the temple as his “house.” 

Jesus is a Rabbi, or teacher. Luke tells us that Jesus arrives in Nazareth having taught throughout Galilee in synagogues. 
The response, until now, has been positive and full of praise. The news of his teaching may have already been shared. We 
know Jesus can read Hebrew, as he is asked to read from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. His expertise of the scripture is 
evident as Jesus selects for himself the verses with a specific message in mind. In a book with 66 chapters, he locates it 
on a long scroll! 

Is this just a small town man who has simply outgrown his roots? Not at all. There’s something more that’s very different 
about Jesus. What changed in this man known as Joseph’s son? Luke’s Jesus is powered by the Holy Spirit. We know the 
fuller story…the angels, shepherds, and magi professing his call at birth. We watched the heavens break open and the 
dove descend at his baptism. We know his defeat of evil in the wilderness. We have watched the powerful hand of the Holy 

Spirit driving and shaping Jesus for thirty years. As Luke explains, Jesus arrives “filled with the power of the Spirit.” The 

friends and family sitting in the synagogue sense it, as they gaze at him in astonishment.                          ~cont’d on pg. 4 
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~Sermon cont’d from pg. 3 

The power of the Spirit is so strong that Jesus is almost 
unrecognizable. “Is not this Joseph’s son,” they ask. They can’t 
explain it; they can’t reconcile the Jesus they knew with the 
Jesus standing before them. Jesus is not alone. Luke’s Jesus 
is shaped and powered by the Holy Spirit. According to Luke, 
Jesus is in mutual collaboration with the heavenly powers. 

Ted Shawn was born in 1891 and suffered from diphtheria at 
age 19. The illness left him paralyzed. Ted decided to attend 
divinity school at the University of Denver. While there, Ted 
heard a distinct call to study dance. For a man who was 
paralyzed, this seems like an impossible calling. Ted 
responded. He left divinity school, filled with the Spirit, to study 
ballet. Mark Nepo says, “Nobody could have looked at Ted 
Shawn and said, ‘Wow, there’s a great dancer!’” With great 
difficulty, he began to dance, and slowly and miraculously, he 
regained the use of his legs. Ted went on to be a pioneer figure 
of modern dance and champion male dancer, co-founding the 
Denishawn Company and School and later Jacob’s Pillow. 
Mark Nepo advises, “The courage to hear and embody opens 
us to a startling secret the best chance to be whole is to love 
whatever gets in the way, until it ceases to be an obstacle” (13). 
Ted Shawn heard his call and fully embodied it, even when it 
seemed impossible. He was like Luke’s Jesus. 

Theologian Robert M. Brearley writes, “How can we know that 
we have the power of the Spirit? We know because the Holy 
Spirit gives us something to do for God, and a time to do it. 
There is a sense of urgency in Jesus’ mission” (286). The 
starting point for Luke’s Jesus is his connection with the Holy 
Spirit, a force greater than himself to which he responds. All 
that he does, in his teaching and ministry reflects this deep 
connectedness, authority, and awe of the Spirit. The force is 
like a breath of fresh air, like a powerful wind, like the gentle 
kiss of peace. As Jesus reads the words of Isaiah, he breathes 
new life into them and then sets out to fully embody them. Like 
Ted Shawn, he dances. He sets out to do the work that God 
has given him to do. Next week, we will look specifically at the 
mission statement for Luke’s Jesus.  

Meanwhile, it’s important for us to consider this vital aspect of 
Luke’s Jesus and the work of the Spirit in our lives and the 
world. Mark Nepo points out, “It is compelling for us to realize 
that studying God did not heal [Ted]. Embodying God did.” This 
is especially evident in the life of Jesus, a devout Jew who had 
studied the Torah. What set him apart, through the power of 
the Spirit, was living out his faith. Jesus understood what it was 
he was called to do - to live out the words of Isaiah - and 
embodied it. May we all have the courage to hear the deep 
Spirit within us and dare to embody it. 

FEBRUARY MIFFLIN COMMUNITY  
FOOD MINISTRY NEEDS: 

 

Toothbrushes    Toothpaste 
Mac N’ Cheese   Toilet Paper 
100% Juice         Rice a Roni 
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FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 

MISSION 
 

Dear members & Friends of 
Calvary Church,  
 

All is going along well at GSM.  Our 
Good Shepherd Hospital has been 
selected as a COVID operational 
hospital to treat all who are 
suffering through 
quarantine/recovery.   
We are prepared with 70 beds and 
the government will be supplying 
their own staff with some GSM staff 
for backup.  
 

This is an honor for us to be a part 
of a healing process during this 
time of COVID outbreak and rise in 
numbers here in India.  
Please share this information with 
all of our brothers and sisters. 
 

Please keep us in your prayers, 

Bro Henry   
 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR TRUSTEES 
 

Calvary’s William and Beulah Eshelman Memorial Loan 

Scholarship Fund is administrated by the Berks County 

Community Foundation in Reading.  Applications are live 

on-line at this time.  Eligible students can learn more and 

apply at www.bccf.org from January 1st though March 31st. 

Loans are available to active members of Calvary UMC, 

Mohnton, in pursing some form of post-secondary 

education.  Calvary membership must have been for at 

least one year to qualify.  Members must be attending a 2 

or 4-year college or vocational school either full or PT or 

pursuing some type of post-secondary education through 

a certification program.  There is a $5,000 lifetime 

maximum that will be awarded to any one individual.   

Individuals may apply more than one time. 

For more information about this educational loan 

scholarship, please contact Leta Doganes at the Berks 

County Community Foundation at 610-685-2232. 

 

http://www.bccf.org/

