
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 9th, 2022 
Preaching: Pastor Matthew Davis 

 
Worship Servants 

 
8:30 AM Zoom 
Carol Adams 

 
9:30 AM  

for all ages 
Adults – Chapel & Zoom 

Children & Youth – Lower Level 
 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON 
 

 

Lay Worship Leader: Bill Ruth 
 

 

ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 
1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; Password: 
082013 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP BY PC 
CLICK HERE 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH            January 9th – January 15th, 2022 

Connect to God. 
Connect to each other. 

Connect to the community. 

WORD GAME 
01/02/22 Sermon by Pastor Tamie (John 1:1-18) 

 
Merry Christmas! On this rare second Sunday of Christmas, we are 
blessed to celebrate the birth of Jesus the Christ again. Our reading 
from the gospel of John is another Christmas story. There aren’t any 
angels, shepherds, magi, or even a baby in a humble manger scene. 
The imagery and themes, though, are equally familiar and beloved: 
Light breaks through the darkness of this world; God takes on flesh; 
God skenoo, or literally, pitches his tent and lives among us; God’s 
fullness is received, grace upon grace. The promise is born through a 
humble infant whom John names, “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” You can hear the 

resounding question of John’s listeners: who is this child of Bethlehem, 

who is the Christ child? Jesus is the Word. 

I love words in all forms. Word games have always been my favorite - 
from spelling to word searches or crossword puzzles to Boggle and 
Scrabble to poetry and lyrics. In fact, my favorite smell, as odd as that 
might seem, is the bookstore or library. It smells like paper, and my 
body tingles at the prospect of all those words hidden within! I have 
bins of journals with endless prayers and rumination that I filled with 
words in an attempt to somehow make sense of the depths of my 
human experience. More often than not, words never fully capture the 
fullness of what I want to say or how I feel or the mystery that is still 
unresolved. Rarely do I ever read my journals. They are my momentary 
struggle with how to name or describe or comprehend my life in that 
moment - to shape it into words. Human language has its limitations. 
The author of John, a poet and esteemed writer, acknowledges and 
begins with this human plight to name, comprehend, and describe 
God. And now, everyone is wondering - who is this Jesus? If it’s so 
difficult to explain God, how do you now explain Jesus? 

If you remember, in Moses’ personal encounter with God at the burning 
bush, Moses wonders how he should call God when his people ask 
(Exodus 3:13). This is the God of their ancestors, for generations, and 
yet, they do not have an official word to name God. God replies, “I am 
who I am” (Exodus 3:14). “I AM!” That’s the name God offers. When 
you hear “I AM” don’t you want to ask, “You are what?” The answer is 
just “I AM.” Doesn’t the response feel incomplete? I want to insist and 
demand, “You are what?” The Jewish community refuses to spell the 
word G-D because it’s so reverent and speaks the name of God as 
breath, saying, “Yahweh.”               ~cont’d on pg. 3 
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In the case of inclement weather, 

please tune into Channel 69 News and 

watch the lower scroll, and/or check 

our website for any worship service or 

meeting cancellations/delays. They will 

be posted on the ORANGE banner at 

the top of the home page. 

**The church office will follow the 

Governor Mifflin schedule for delays, 

early dismissals and cancellations.** 

The altar flowers for Sunday, 

January 9th, are sponsored by 

Frank Scalise in loving memory 

of his brother, John, on the 12th 

anniversary of his death. 

It is with much joy that I extend an 
invitation to all our Calvary family & 

friends to worship together on Sunday, 
January 16th at 10:30 AM (ONE service 

only).  We will recognize and 
consecrate Pastor Madeline Amill to 

the new Latino Ministry supported by 
the CDT grant and the EPA UMC Latino 
Commission. At the same time, we will 

recognize and consecrate Pastor 
Matthew Davis to his new position of 
Assistant Pastor. Pastor Madeline will 
be sharing the message. The service 
will be livestreamed and available on 

our website at 
calvaryumcmohnton.org if you are 

unable to attend in person. 
 

We hope everyone will join in this 
wonderful day of joy-filled celebration. 
 

~Pastor Tamie 

 

Join in the Learning & Discussion! 
 

The Zoom Adult Sunday School class will 

resume this week, January 9, 2022 from 9:30-

10:30AM, using the same link as the 8:30AM 

Sunday Worship (see pg. 1, right-hand 

column). 
 

Michelle Daniels will continue teaching from 

the book Even If which she co-authored with 

Ronald L. Glenn. The new session will begin 

with Chapter 10, “What’s The Point”. This 

lesson looks at Jacob’s List in the context of 

New Year’s Resolutions. Everyone welcome! 

 

THE HEART OF WORSHIP AT 10:30AM 
from Pastor Tamie 
 

In the last two difficult years of the pandemic, Calvary 
UMC has committed itself to maintaining our connection  
to God, each other, and the community. Our resolve to  
do so has sustained and, in many ways, revitalized our  
faith community. We remain committed to this vision and  
continue to strive in the sacred mission of making disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. At the heart of 
this work is worship. 
 

With input from staff and leadership, we have decided to offer one 
worship experience on Sundays at 10:30 AM. The in-person option 
will still be offered, along with livestream and the opportunity to 
connect via Zoom.  Everyone will be able to worship together. Our 
hope is that in the near future, we will be able to move back to two 
worship experiences, both in-house and livestream. 
 

On Sunday, January 16th at 10:30AM, we will move to the single 
worship experience. It is a special Sunday, as we will be welcoming 
and consecrating Pastor Madeline (Maddy) Amill and Pastor 
Matthew Davis as new pastors at Calvary Church. Sunday school 
will continue to occur at 9:30. Join us on Zoom or in-person and 
then stay for worship. Of course, you can simply go to the website 
and click on the “Live-Livestream” link on the homepage to join us, 
as well. 
 

We are excited to finally offer a weekly livestream worship 
experience. It is accessible to anyone during the service and 
beyond. It is available to people outside the congregation; it can be 
shared and enjoyed repeatedly. It makes our front door so much 
larger! 
 

We are the church, whether or not we are inside the building. We 
are the church, when we act with courageous, abundant grace to 
protect life, the most sacred gift of God. During this difficult time, 
let’s remain connected in worship, service, and community 
outreach so that we may be the love, hope, peace, and joy the 
world needs. 

 

http://calvaryumcmohnton.org/


 

 

 
 
 

If you research Hebrew names for God, the list is ginormous. It seems human language is unable to fully embody or reveal 
the nature of God. The author of the gospel of John reconciles this dilemma with his opening line: “In the beginning was the 
Word…and the Word was God.” God and Jesus are one. The Logos, or Word, everyone has been seeking already exists and 
has since the beginning, before creation. The Word is Jesus. 

How do we take the incomprehensible and put a name to it? We give God flesh, and then God pitches a tent to dwell with us. 
Jesus is the divine revelation of God sent so that we may know God. Professor Elisabeth Johnson points out that some 
messages are best delivered in person (“Commentary on John 1:[1-9], 10-18,” Working Preacher, 
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/second-sunday-of-christmas-3/commentary-on-john-11-9-10-18-9). In 
this time of the pandemic, we have both cherished and lived the limitations of communication through technology. With a one-
visitor rule in the hospital, Frank and I had to FaceTime with our family on Christmas Day. We even worshiped with all of you 
via the livestream. We are so grateful for those opportunities that were not possible before the pandemic.  Christmas just 
wasn’t the same. We missed the never-ending teasing of my brothers and the opening of my Dad’s photo project for all the 
grandchildren - the look on their faces and the stories and memories that resulted. While Tristan sent backstage photos as 
the livestream played, we couldn’t stand in the glow and warmth of the candles as they lit up everyone’s face, as the light 
multiplied itself. Face to face communication, especially when maskless, opens pathways of deeper, tangible expressions of 
love and compassion. Our understanding of the value of physical presence has been especially heightened through the 
pandemic. 

God delivers the incomprehensible message of grace and truth by putting on flesh. Jesus, the living Word, put skin on the 
mystery of the divine. Think about all the names we use for God: God is love; God is light; God is truth; God is justice; and so 
on. Until someone acts on these words, they remain abstract ideas. In a world where we clearly see what love is not, what 
justice is not - in a world where we experience darkness and evil - Jesus is the living Word that we may know divine love and 
justice, that we may know divine light and healing, that we may know divine compassion, mercy, and peace:  

      divine love is protecting an adulterous woman (John 4) 

      divine justice is healing on the Sabbath day despite the law (John 5) 

      divine light is “judging no one” (John 8:15) 

      divine healing is giving sight to the blind with touch (John 9) 

      divine compassion is weeping with friends when their brother dies (John 11) 

      divine mercy is communing with those you know will betray you (John 13) 

      divine peace is surrendering one’s own life for another (John 18:39-40) 

John reveals the Word, and through this living Word, John reveals God. Who is this child of Bethlehem? Who is the God of 
all people? Though no one has ever seen God, in Christ, we receive God’s fullness (John 16, 18). Now with skin on these 
divine attributes, those who wish to follow Jesus can know how they sound and act. John brilliantly brings God to life with the 
living Word. 

As the Word lives among us, we are invited to participate in God’s kingdom ruled by grace, justice, and peace. John explains, 

“all who received [Jesus], who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God” (v.12). With a deeper knowing 

of God, we may step with confidence in the great commandment to love God and love others. We know what these words 
look like, feel like, and sound like, words like humility, generosity, patience, forgiveness, prayer, and service. John challenges 
us to recognize the living Word, not just in Jesus, but in others. Jesus says, “Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 
will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these” (John 14:12). Like Jesus, we, too, are the living 
word.  
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Let’s play a word game. I am going to name a person, and I invite you to call out a divine word this person embodies: 

• Mother Teresa 

• John Wesley 

• Harriet Tubman 

• Chief Joseph of the Nez Pierce (I will fight no more forever) 

• Gandhi 

• Harry Belafonte 

• Alexandra “Alex” Scott who founded Alex’s Lemonade Stand 

• Lin-Manuel Miranda (musical Hamilton) 
 
Barbara Brown Taylor says, “Almost everyone has a word that he or she has a gift for bringing to life” (Feasting on the Word: 
Year C, Volume 4, 191). How can you be a living Word? I am compassion. I am a servant. I am peace. Imagine intentionally 
choosing one word to wear every day - one living word - and practicing it faithfully. In 2013, I was furloughed from my teaching 
position at Oley Valley Elementary School as part of budget cuts. The next year I was hired back in a mad mix of temporary 
positions. When I first returned, I heard very clearly, “Grow a servant heart.” That year I taught in every grade from kindergarten 
to sixth grade in some form. Some days I was assigned to a student who could physically climb my body like a pole. Another 
day I got called to the office to care for three sisters while the nurse dealt with an emergency. They sat in my lap as we read 
books for over an hour. I was a special education teacher in fourth grade; I assisted teachers with curriculum and testing. 
Every day I went to work surrendering to whatever need arose. As I grew a servant heart, other living words, such as 
compassion and humility, were stretched. It was in the midst of this intentional growth of a servant heart that I was called to 
ministry. I sincerely believe that it’s a significant reason I was able to surrender and respond to my call to ministry. 

Let’s finish by playing another word game. As we move into the beginning of a new year, I invite you to name the word that 
comes to your mind for which you have a gift for bringing to life. This word lives within you already. I think sometimes we make 
Christianity more difficult than it needs to be. We are enough when we live out of the living Word within us. Now consider a 
word that would be a growing edge. Maybe you’re being nudged, like a tap on the shoulder. Maybe there’s a part of you that 
is yet to be discovered. Hold these words side by side as you explore what it would look like, feel like, and sound like to 
embody them as a living word. What if you begin this year putting flesh to a living word? This is a word game that changes 
lives. 
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As we move into the beginning of 
a new year, I invite you to name 
the word that comes to your mind 
for which you have a gift for 
bringing to life… We are enough 
when we live out of the living 

Word within us. 

Dear Members of Calvary UMC: 
 

Thank you for your generosity throughout 2021 and 
for your most recent gift of $1,200 to the Mifflin 
Community Food Ministry (MCFM).  Your faithful 
giving of time, energy, finances and food items 
throughout 2021 is greatly appreciated.  We are also 
grateful for your willingness to help out families with 
Christmas gifts. 
We served over 300 community members at each of 
the holiday pantry mornings in November and 
December by making available meal ingredients, 
grocery gift cards, fresh and non-perishable food 
items and paper products. 
 

No goods or services were received in return for this 
gift. 
 

Sincerely yours, 
Janet C. Reese, Secretary MCFM 
 

 

 

09 – Nathan Chandler 
 5 Kenny Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

09 –  Lillyanne DeLoretta 
453 Kenny Dr. 
Sinking Spring, PA 19608 

 
10 – Stacey Shannon 
 1431 Fayette Ave. 

Reading, PA  19607 
 
11 – Bill Ruth 
 2409 Lindale Dr. 

Reading, PA 19609 
  
15 –  Jenn Stevens 
 343 Belle Alto Rd. 

Wernersville, PA  19565 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tree in the narthex.  Thank you to those who have picked up a tag(s); there 

are five (5) more children (through the end of February) to be surprised with 
a special gift(s). The online Sign-Up Genius list has also been updated, with 
the direct link at the bottom of this article. 
 

As before, you may choose to sponsor a child by either picking a tag off the 
tree OR by using the SignUp Genius.  
 

NEW:   

1) To expedite the transporting of gifts to the children (located 
throughout PA), you now have the option of shipping the wrapped 
gift(s) directly to their caseworker.  A shipping label has been 
provided with the physical tags hanging from the Giving Tree. 
Caseworker addresses are listed on the SignUp Genius, also.  
Sending gifts directly is optional.  Jamie Minick will continue to pick 
up and pass along all gifts dropped off at the church. 

2) If you purchase gifts on Amazon, you have the option to giftwrap 
(small add’l charge) and can send the package(s) directly to the 
caseworker! 

3) When available, more information regarding possible gift ideas will 
be provided on the tag or on SignUp Genius.  If no list is given, then 
none was provided for that child. 

 

GO TO SIGNUP GENIUS 

Honoring Our Commitment 
 

Calvary committed to a full year of 
providing birthdays gifts for the foster  & 
ReNew children at Bethany Christian 
Services (BCS). Having finished July-
Dec. 2021, we are now looking to 
provide gifts for children with birthdays 
from Jan. 1 – June 30, 2022. 
Tags for the Jan. & Feb. birthdays were 

placed on the Birthday Giving 
 

As we enter into the New Year there are 

some great new opportunities for our 

youth coming up very quickly. This 

Sunday, Jan. 9th, we will be taking a crew 

of youth to Winter Jam at the Santander 

Arena. This is a Christian music concert 

with six different artists and speakers.  

On Sunday, Jan. 16th, we will be taking 

the youth to Gretna Glen for their free 

youth night event. This is an opportunity 

to be outside at camp and join with 

youth from all over the Conference in 

fun, games, and worship. We will be 

leaving the church at 3:30PM and 

returning at 7:30PM. 

 Feb. 4th through Feb. 6th there is an 

overnight weekend Youth Retreat that is 

also at Gretna Glen. More information is 

available at www.gretnaglen.org. 

Scholarship monies are available to help 

with the cost. Please contact Matthew 

Davis for more information or if you 

think your youth might attend. 

Finally, beginning February 2nd the 

youth will meet at Calvary Church every 

first and third Wednesday for “Going 

Deeper” youth nights. We will meet 

from 5:45 – 6:45PM downstairs in the 

youth room. 

Matthew Davis: 
christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com 
717-917-5342 
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The weekly Thursday AM Bible 
Study has resumed and will 
continue to meet via ZOOM 
only using the Sunday AM 

worship link (see page 1, right-
hand column).  All are invited to 
join in the study and discussion 

on Women of the Bible. 
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