
 

 

Connect to God. 
   Connect to each other. 
 Connect to the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Servants 
8:30 AM ZOOM 

Lay Leader: Bob Werner 
Music:  Doug & Michele Pearson, Sami 

Wagner, Jim & Carol Adams and 
Linda Ebersole 

 

9:30 AM  
for all ages 

Adults – Chapel & Zoom 
Children & Youth – Lower Level 

 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON 
 

Love’s Pure Light 
Seasonal vocal and instrumental 

Advent music. 
 

Lay Leader: Bob Werner 
Advent Wreath Lighting: 

The Martin family: Zachary, Kendall & 
Mirabelle 

Music: Calvary Choir, Kay Wadsworth, Lilly 
DeLoretta, Megan Richerts, John Bassetti, 

Doug & Michele Pearson and  
Linda Ebersole 

 

ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 
1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; Password: 
082013 

 

December 12th – December 18th 2021 

SUNDAY WORSHIP BY PC 
CLICK HERE 

at Calvary United Methodist 
Church 1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

Blue Christmas Service 
Sunday, Dec. 12th @ 3PM 
Calvary’s Sanctuary 

Zechariah’s Opus 
12/5/21 Sermon; Scripture: Luke 1:68-79 

 
Our reading isn’t a reading at all. It’s an opus! An opus is a great or 
pretentious work of music. Zechariah’s Opus, a song of a lifetime, 
proclaims profound praise of God and a deep sense of peace that 
surpasses our understanding. These aren’t just words to be read like a 
speech from a podium; they are a magnificent song of liberation and 
thanksgiving for the fulfillment of long-lost hopes.  

 Let’s step back about nine plus months in time to the very 
beginning of Luke’s gospel where we meet Zechariah and Elizabeth. 
Zechariah is a priest, and Elizabeth is also a descendant of the priestly 
tribe. They have dedicated their lives to the ministry at the Temple and 
serving El Shaddai. It is just the two of them in their family. Elizabeth is 
beyond her childbearing years, and so she lives with the cultural 
disgrace of being barren. One day, Zechariah is chosen by lot to enter 
and offer incense in the Holy of Holies, the most inner, sacred room of 
the Temple. While the gathered assembly prays outside the door, 
Zechariah enters the very heart of the temple alone - the place his 
people consider to be the closest you can get to God. It’s here that 
Zechariah is visited by an angel of the Lord, Gabriel, who stands in the 
presence of God. Zechariah trembles in awe. The angel shares the 
good news that Elizabeth will bear a son whom they are to name John. 
John is to be a prophet with the spirit and power of Elijah, preparing the 
hearts of the Hebrew people for the coming of the Lord. Zechariah 
questions the angel, wondering how it’s even possible. The angel says 
that Zechariah will not be able to speak until his son is born because he 
does not believe.            ~cont’d on pg. 3 
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5:00PM – Interactive, 
intergenerational, & family-
friendly candlelight service. 

 

7:00PM – Traditional 
Candlelight Communion 

Service 
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LET’S STAY CONNECTED! 
Please consider sending a card/note of 

greetings to: 
 

Doris McCleary & Gwen Alsedek 
230 Hawthorne Ct. N. 

Wyomissing, PA  19610 

 

A variety of gifts may be given in honor of or in memory of loved   ones.  Please indicate your choice(s) below.  
All gifts must be received by Wednesday, December 15th.  Checks may be made payable to “Calvary UMC” 
with the gift designation in the memo section.  The list of dedications will be printed in the Calvary Connection 
edition just prior to Christmas Eve. 
 
_____ A Poinsettia to adorn the sanctuary ($10 each) _____ Pastor’s Contingency Fund ($10) 
 

_____ Good Shepherd Mission New Eye Surgery Computer ($10)  
 

_____ Berks Connections/Pretrial Services (BCPS) Workforce Development (helping those being released 
from prison and entering the workforce to be able to afford essential work clothing and transportation) 
Please read the short article above for more information about the outreach of BCPS.        
 
 

NAME: ____________________________________Env. #______________ 
           (if applicable) 
IN HONOR OF ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IN MEMORY OF: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail your donation and dedication(s) to: 
Calvary UMC, Attn: J. Dearstyne, 1 West Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540 

 

Calvary’s Financial Needs 
(Regular Giving) 

  2021 Operating Budget      $329,134 
  YTD Giving Needed           $310,146 
  YTD Actual Giving       $286,484 
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TWO MINUTES MORE… 
  

Tune in to a weekly word of challenge and encouragement as Christ 
Servant Minister, Craig Caltagirone, offers sound and inspiring 

spiritual reflections on contemporary matters. 
 

Consider using these solid two minutes for your own personal 
reflections or small group discussions.  Either way, you'll be 

surprised at just how meaningful 2 minutes of your day will be if you 
sign up for these weekly audio devotionals. 

 

Contact Craig at ccgirone@comcast.net to  
get on the mailing list today!" 

 

 

 

 

THE THANKSGIVING EVE OFFERING, 
which totaled $322, will be placed in a 

Community Pastor’s Contingency Fund for 
the three Mohnton pastors to use at their 
discretion.  The pastors will communicate 

with each other whenever funds are 
disbursed to someone in need. 

mailto:ccgirone@comcast.net


 

 

 
 
 
 

Luke’s gospel begins with unbelief, and not just any kind 
of unbelief. Zechariah is a priest, a descendant of 
generations of priests, raised in the temple, living a long 
life of studying the Torah and performing sacrifices for his 
people. As a priest, he doubts. The Hebrew people have 
lived generations under the terror and rule of multiple 
empires. Their Temple has been looted, destroyed, and 
rebuilt. The people have been exiled, assimilated, and 
dispersed among many nations. It’s a long history of 
waiting, anticipating, and holding onto a promise of a 
Messiah who will liberate them. Personally, Zechariah 
doubts that his wife, barren and beyond childbearing age, 
can conceive and give birth. We don’t know the heart of 
Zechariah, but apparently God does, because the angel 
calls him out. Zechariah struggles with unbelief, at least at 
this point in his life. It may not have always been so, but 
his initial response to Gabriel resonates with unbelief. So 
God binds his tongue and encourages Zechariah to sit with 
his unbelief in silence. In this silence, he is able to see the 
miracle unfold as Elizabeth becomes pregnant and gives 
birth to his son. 

 In this Advent season, we should reflect on where 
we are in our faith. Life passes us by. Hopes and prayers 
go unanswered. Tragedies and losses harden our hearts. 
Maybe our hearts resonate with doubts. Maybe there’s an 
emptiness to our spiritual life. Maybe our eyes have lost 
the ability to see miracles. Zechariah reminds us that 
unbelief is a natural, common part of living out our faith. 
Faith is an act of steadfast presence and trust regardless 
of what we believe or how we feel. In what is portrayed as 
a joyous season, Advent invites us to an honest reflection 
on our faith that is humbling and reverent. Silence allows 
the gentle Spirit to fill and transform a heart to receive the 
coming Christ child. In silence, we give room for the Spirit 
to enter and work. In silence, we demonstrate trust and 
willingly surrender to the Christ who will come, who will 
heal and restore in a most unexpected way. 

 Zechariah belongs to a religious order of his time 
known as the Sadducees, who oversee the sacred work of 
the Temple: the sacrifices, blessings, and cleansing of 
people. As a priest, Zechariah is a mediator between all 
that is holy and all that is mundane and human. His future 
son, John, will be born into the priesthood to do similar 
work: to be the mediator between the people and 
Emmanuel, God with Us. Just think! Zechariah is going to 
have a child, finally! Zechariah’s son will be the prophet of 
Most High to announce the Messiah! Zechariah is the first 

to know the unfolding of these miraculous events - where 
God and human become one - only to be silenced! His 
tongue is bound! He is unable to share any of this good 
news! 

 Zechariah represents a people who have lived in 
bondage for generations, who have held onto a promise of 
a new king who will free them from terror and oppression. 
Zechariah represents all people who live with lost hopes 
and disgrace and bound by the limited vision of humanity 
who cannot comprehend the possibilities in God. 
Zechariah is bound by his own unbelief in silence! On this 
day, when his newborn son is taken to the Temple to be 
circumcised and officially named, his tongue is still bound. 
He has been unable to rejoice in the birth of his son. What 
a miracle! A hope of all hopes for him and Elizabeth - a 
child at last! He has been unable to rejoice in the good 
news of the Messiah that his son will announce. The hope 
of all hopes for his people - liberation at last! He has been 
unable to share all the transformation that has happened 
in the silence of his heart since the day Gabriel visited him. 
It is all locked up inside, like a growing, rising sun on the 
horizon! 

 Holding his son in his arms before God, Zechariah 
praises God. Zechariah’s voice releases a song of 
liberation - Zechariah’s Opus! A lifetime of servant work, a 
lifetime of hopes! Generations of a faithful people, 
generations of hopes! He bathes his son in ecstatic joy, 
hope, and a profound sense of peace. The song begins 
with the story of his people. Recounting the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, he proclaims the promise of El Shaddai 
from the time of Abraham. God will liberate God’s people 
that they may serve God in awe forever. His prophecy 
exalts God and points to the coming liberation in Jesus the 
Christ. Imagine the crowd awaiting a father to give praise 
for his son, and instead Zechariah is proclaiming the 
liberation and redemption of his people. Only after he has 
exalted the work of God does he focus on his son, whom 
he commissions and blesses for the holy work John will do. 
It’s a song of a lifetime. It’s a song of generations. It’s a 
song of eternity. It’s Zechariah’s Opus. 

 As I pondered the meaning of Zechariah’s Opus, I 
was reminded of the story, Mr. Holland’s Opus. It’s how I 
came to see Zechariah’s song as an opus. Based on a true 
life-story of a musician, we encounter a man who battles 
the fulfillment of his dreams. His heart longs to compose a 
piece for an orchestra. As he composes, life requires him 

Zechariah’s Opus 

 (Dec. 5th sermon by Pastor Tamie; Luke 1:68-79) 

Page 3 



 

 

to be a music teacher - to pay the bills. And his son, Cole, 
is born deaf, a tragic irony for a musician whose love 
language resonates with sound. Mr. Holland struggles to 
forge a relationship with Cole because they cannot share 
his greatest love - music. Cole is born in a time when so 
little is known about how to support and integrate the deaf 
community into our hearing world. Holland reaches a point 
of despair in his life - when it seems his life has no 
meaning, as if it is all a failure. No musical composition, 
only years of teaching teenagers and battling to keep 
music in the schools. A broken relationship with his family, 
especially his son, with whom he cannot communicate. 

 Ultimately, it is through the very thing that seem to 
divide them that Holland found reconciliation and peace - 
music. At his retirement, the story culminates with a 
profound performance of the song that he had spent a 
lifetime writing. Mr. Holland’s Opus was performed by an 
orchestra of his students and colleagues, with everything 
interpreted through sign language. His lifetime work, his 
opus, reflected the love he had poured out in his fathering, 
composing, teaching, justice seeking, and waiting. Lots of 
waiting. A lifetime of anticipating. The peace comes when 
we can trust that all we are doing right now is enough, that 
it is all unfolding in a greater story of God’s grace, and that 
there is always more to come, even beyond us.  

 It makes me think of all the priests who came 
before Zechariah, faithfully serving and waiting for 
liberation. It makes me think of the people today who live 
in bondage - in extreme poverty, in homes that are abusive 
or lands devastated by war and violence, with addictions, 
depression, grief, chronic pain, and loneliness. This is a 

hurting world waiting to experience the peace Zechariah 
held in his arms as he sang his opus. We may not hold the 
Most High prophet in our arms or set eyes on the Christ 
child, but we share this journey, across time, from 
generation to generation. So Zechariah encourages us, 
“By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high 
will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way 
of peace.” Zechariah, like us, did not live to see Christ’s 
final coming, and yet, his spirit is at peace. He sings his 
opus with the confidence of one with a newfound faith, a 
faith to carry us all forward for generations to come.  

 This is the spirit of Advent, in celebrating the 
coming of the Christ child who brings hope to this broken 
world and in anticipating the return of Christ who will 
liberate us. Zechariah’s story is our Advent story. The 
depths of joy and the humble heart of a father who receives 
this child in such joyous ecstasy is one who lives in true 
peace: he has a son - desire of his family has been fulfilled; 
he knows the Messiah is soon arriving - the desire of his 
people has been fulfilled; his faith has been restored - the 
desire of his heart has been fulfilled. Christ will fulfill the 
vision of wholeness that God intends. This peace is 
available to us all now; it’s a peace we can share. We must 
continue the waiting in the sacred art of faithful living, 
surrendering to the Spirit and sharing Christ’s peace with 
the hurting world. Unlike Zechariah, our tongues are not 

bound; as God’s people we are called to be the peace that 

sings an opus for the world and gives glory to God! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12/14 Lesley Hartman 375 Oregon Rd. Mohnton, PA   19540 

12/15 Brian Wagner 70 Carriage Cir. Oley, PA 19547 

12/15 Lillian Burkard 1 Sylvan Ln. Mohnton, PA  19540 

12/16 Ollie Baker 2900 State Hill Rd. Unit I-5 
Wyomissing, PA  19610 

12/18 Isaac Stump 585 Wolfe Lane 
Mohnton, PA  19540 12/18 Cody Stump 

CALVARY IS CONTINUING OUR TRADITION OF 

EXCHANGING CHRISTMAS CARDS among our 
LOCAL church members and friends. 

Please alphabetize your cards and drop 
them off in the narthex.  In the past, many 

cards have NOT been picked up; 
therefore, we ask that cards NOT be left 

at church for out-of-town members. Cards 
addressed to local shut-ins will be 

delivered by a  
member of Calvary, but if you have time to 
hand deliver shut-in cards, please do so. 

 

Page 4 



 

 

 

Shirley Ayrton 
Health Center, Rm. 114 
PO Box 125 
Cornwall, PA 17016-0125 
 
Rev. Ken Dearstyne, Sr. 
Phoebe Healthcare Center 
1 Heidelberg Dr., Rm. 141 
Wernersville, PA 19565 
 
Ginny Epps 
307 Maplewood Ave. 
Mohnton, PA 19540 
 
Carole Gordon 
5 Pine Tree Ct 
Reading, PA  19607-3300 
 
Pegge Harshaw 
501 Sycamore Rd. 
Mohnton, PA 19540 
 
Gladys Herbst 
Memory Unit 
500 Philadelphia Ave. 
Shillington, PA  19607 
 
Mary Jo Hollis 
Country Meadows, Apt. 414 
1803 Tulpehocken Rd. 
Wyomissing, PA  19610 
 
Angie Juckem 
Phoebe Healthcare 
1 Heidelberg Dr., Rm. 121 
Wernersville, PA  19565 
 
Marion Loesch 
Phoebe Berks Healthcare Center 
1 Reading Dr., Rm. 230 
Wernersville, PA 19565 
 
 
 

Doris Metz 
Berks Heim, Rm B213 
1011 Berks Rd. 
Leesport, PA  19533 
 
Shirley Miller 
Rittenhouse Village at Muhlenberg 
2900 Lawn Terrace, Rm. 307 
Reading, PA  19605 
 
Shirley Mae Miller 
Lutheran Home in Topton 
1 S. Home Avenue, Rm D329 
Topton, PA  19562 
 
Jay & Deb Owen 
1563 Cedar Top Rd. 
Shillington, PA 19607 
 
Jerry & Beverly Pawlik 
1213 Liberty Ave. 
Kenhorst, PA 19607 
 
John & Dorismarie Rowe 
1411 Farm Crest Dr. 
Ephrata, PA  17522 
 
Janet Tait 
Berks Heim Rm B216 
1011 Berk Rd. 
Leesport, PA  19533 
 
Lola Troutman 
1 Summer Hill Drive 
Sinking Spring, PA  19608 
 
 
 
 

Remember to Send Holiday Cheer and Love to: 
  

Do all the good you can, 
By all the means you can, 
In all the ways you can, 
In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 
To all the people you can, 
As long as ever you can. 
 

~John Wesley 
~ 
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BOWLERS…OR ‘WANNA BE’S 
 

JOIN OUR SMALL BUT DEDICATED GROUP OF BALL ROLLERS ON TUESDAY 
EVENINGS, AT BERKS LANES (already started on 12/7). ANY DEGREE OF ABILITY 
WELCOMED, AS THIS IS A NON- COMPETITIVE GROUP, JUST HAVING A GOOD 
TIME. NO WEEKLY COMMITMENT; JOIN US ANYTIME. 
$14 FOR 3 GAMES. PRACTICE STARTS TO 6:15PM SHARP 
QUESTIONS: CALL/TEXT BRUCE MORTON AT 484.794.0744 

BEING NEIGHBORLY 
 

The last time you moved into a new 
community, did your neighbors welcome 
you? From previous moves, I fondly 
recall receiving smiles, handshakes, 
baked goods and houseplants. Because 
one new neighborhood included two 
parsonages, I wasn’t surprised to 
receive invitations to worship. After that, 
I began anticipating similar invitations, 
even though we had a church home. We 
don’t always take our new neighbors up 
on the offers, but knowing that 
churchgoers live nearby is comforting. 
 

When a new family moves into your 
neighborhood, how do you respond? 
Does it cross your mind to invite them to 
worship? Maybe they’re waiting for — 
even needing — that invitation. To ask, 
you don’t need to be a pastor or a 
member of the evangelism committee … 
just a friendly neighbor. 
 

—Julie Lee 
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