
Connect to God. 
   Connect to each other. 
 Connect to the community. 

The new Social Media 

Ministry Team is making 

regular updates to Calvary’s 

social media accounts. Follow 

CUMC on Instagram 

@calvaryumcmohnton and 

our Facebook page: Calvary 

United Methodist Church, 

Mohnton.  Remember to 

“Like” us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 21st 
Matthew Davis, Preaching 

  

Worship Servants 
8:30 AM ZOOM 

Lay Leader: Sandy Graffius 
Music:  Doug & Michele Pearson, 

Jim Hartman, John Bassetti, Matt & 
Rebecca Doran 

& Linda Ebersole 
 

9:30 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL 
for all ages 

Adults – Chapel & Zoom 
Children & Youth – Lower Level 

 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON 
Lay Leader: Kay Wadsworth 

Music: Calvary Choir; Kingdom 
Kids, Kay Wadsworth, Megan 
Richerts and Linda Eberole  

 

ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 
1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; 
Password: 082013 

 

Nov. 21st – Nov. 27th, 2021 

SUNDAY WORSHIP BY PC 

CLICK HERE 

at Calvary United Methodist 
Church 

Anything but a Happy Ending 
11/14/21 Sermon by Pastor Tamie 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

 One of my favorite words is synergy. Synergy is this dynamic 
interaction between two things that ultimately results in a greater effect 
because of the combination. This week it seems I’ve listened to a lot of Job 
stories. The wounds are deep; the sorrow is heart-wrenching; the fears are 
gruesome. This synergy has created a courageous space for me to reflect 
deeply on Job and wish for anything but a happy ending.  
 It ends as extreme as it began, with the happiest of endings. This is 
as tragic as Job’s suffering itself. Job’s fortune is restored twofold. God blesses 
him with a perfect seven sons and three daughters. Job lives a full enough life 
to see four generations of his family. While we tend to like happy endings to a 
story, we need to walk down this path with trepidation. The grief from the death 
of Job’s first family and the depth of his physical pain can in no way be 
eliminated with a new family and new wealth. As a Christian, my faith naturally 
takes me to a place of resurrection and new life, but not at the expense of 
dismissing or denying the lasting impact of human suffering and loss. So if not 
a happy ending, how then can we draw Job to a conclusion? 
 Job’s story begins with extreme tragedy and loss in order to take us 
all to the very depths of Job’s despair, self-pity, and outrage. For some that 
makes it hard to relate to Job; it seems almost impossible. Yet, I think that’s 
exactly the point we all need to understand. We need to wade in the discomfort 
and the questions without expecting answers or a fix. There is no possible way 
a person can truly understand the depths of another’s despair and suffering 
without having lived it. This is the significance of living relationally. The root of 
compassion is the courageous act of actively listening to the witness of others 
and being willing to be transformed by it. 

As many of you know, I have dear friends who live in Haiti. The current 
political, social, and economic climate of Haiti is dire. Dieuny, my friend in Haiti, 
said to me this week, “It is death here. I have survived today; no one knows 
about tomorrow.” In the last year, Dieuny has experienced the assassination 
of Haiti’s president, a second massive earthquake in his country, the terror of 
kidnapping of his fellow classmates and children in the school in which he 
teaches who are being held for ransom, violence in the streets, and now a 
shutdown of his country due to gangsters withholding the country’s access to 
gas. His family and the people in his community are starving. The limited 
access and excessive cost of food makes it near impossible for people to eat. 
In the six years of our friendship, I have never heard this level of despair from 
my friend. It is nothing short of heartbreaking.  

~cont’d on pg. 3 
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We give all the praise, glory, & thanks to God for the generous 
hearts of Calvary members and friends. All donations toward this 

extraordinary Challenge are due by this Sunday, November 21st. The 
final total will be announced during the worship services  

on the first Sunday of Advent, November 28th.   
 

Calvary’s Financial Needs 
(Regular Giving) 

2021 Operating Budget $329,134 
YTD Giving Needed   $291,157 
YTD Actual Giving   $268,250 

 

On November 24th 
Calvary will host the 

annual  
Thanksgiving Service at 7 

PM. 
All three churches will be 
gathering for the first time 
in almost two years. We 
all need this moment to 

experience the abundant 
grace available as God’s 
family unites in praise. 

 

Plan to come, faithful 
saints! 

 

The altar flowers this Sunday are sponsored the Maniaci 
& Baker families in joyful celebration of John Maniaci’s 
50th birthday on November 24th. 

 

A variety of gifts may be given in honor of or in memory of loved   ones.  Please indicate your choice(s) below.  
All gifts must be received by Wednesday, December 15th.  Checks may be made payable to “Calvary UMC” 
with the gift designation in the memo section.  The list of dedications will be printed in the Calvary Connection 
edition just prior to Christmas Eve. 
 
_____ A Poinsettia to adorn the sanctuary ($10 each) _____ Pastor’s Contingency Fund ($10) 
 

_____ Good Shepherd Mission New Eye Surgery Computer ($10)  
 

_____ Berks Connections/Pretrial Services Workforce Development (helping those being released from 
prison and entering the workforce to be able to afford essential work clothing and transportation. 
       
 
 

NAME: ____________________________________Env. #______________ 
           (if applicable) 
IN HONOR OF ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IN MEMORY OF: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail your donation and dedication(s) to: 
Calvary UMC, Attn: J. Dearstyne, 1 West Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540 

 



 

 

This has forced me to step back and reflect on the grim 
truth that I cannot begin to relate to Dieuny’s experience or 
understand the realities of the Haitian people - no matter 
how many times I visit or how many Haitian friends I have 
or how committed I remain to live in solidarity with them. 
The history of slavery, oppression, and poverty is in direct 
opposition of my life story. At a very basic level, I know 
nothing about hunger. I especially have no experience of 
the kind of hunger that lasts for days or weeks without any 
expectation of food arriving soon. The terror of living in 
such uncertainty of the very basic necessities at the hands 
of oppressors who do not value your life is beyond my 
comprehension. Yet, my friends in Haiti share with me 
profound wisdom and the beautiful gift of love. 
 It’s important to start here, with the recognition that 
every person has an experience, a truth, and wisdom to 
share with the world. It is the root of compassion. 

This is especially important when it comes to 
people who are living in despair - in poverty, with a physical 
or mental illness, grief, addiction, or exhibiting violent or 
criminal behavior. Often, we would rather avoid them. 
Often, we would rather cast blame on them for their 
situation. Often, we view them as needing our help. What 
would it mean to instead view all people as having 
something valuable to offer us? What would it mean to 
recognize their humanity and to realize that the depth of 
their suffering is the very place where God’s grace and 
wisdom dwell? 
 If we were to meet Job as a stranger in his current 
state, we would find a poor, wretched man. His body is 
covered in boils, oozing with infection. He is angry, self-
loathing, and grieving. He is not necessarily the person you 
want to befriend. Yet, in these final words of Job, he 
speaks a profound truth. Job says, “I had heard of you, 
[God], by the hearing of the ear, but now my eyes see you, 
[God].” Job had lived a righteous life based on a God that 
he knew because of what others had taught him. He first 
knew God through his family, wise teachers, and his faith 
community. What Job recognizes as an outcome of his 
deep despair is “seeing God.” Job directly encounters God, 
on his own recognizance and in the darkest storm of his 
life. This firsthand experience is a different kind of knowing 
God. It’s personal. Job has a heightened awareness of 
God’s presence in his life and the world. The truth he then 
speaks about God comes from a different place; Job’s 
wisdom is transcendent. Job is exactly the person you 
want to befriend, even in the ash heap. 
 As a Christian, I find the death of Jesus to be the 
most powerful path to understanding the depth of human 
suffering. Jesus was fully human, and he experienced the 
very depths of human suffering in many ways: 

• Jesus was betrayed by his most intimate circle of 
disciples. Jesus loved deeply, and those he loved, in 
his most dire moment, betrayed him to the authorities, 
denied even knowing him, and fled so that he had to 
bear his death alone. 

• Jesus prayed desperately to God that he might not 
have to experience this death. It’s described that he 
prayed so hard, he sweated blood. His deepest desire 
was denied. 

• His death, from the beatings, bearing the cross, 
humiliation, and a brutal, slow suffocation on the 
cross, included extreme physical, emotional, and 
spiritual pain. 

• On the cross, Jesus experienced the absence of 
God’s presence. In this excruciating moment, Jesus 
cried out, “Why do you forsake me?” This experience 
of not feeling God’s presence, of not feeling love, of 
being denied by your fellow humanity and your life 
deemed dispensable - this is hell. 

• Jesus was buried and cast into darkness, to dwell in 
the depths of hell.  

Jesus’ death reflects the totality of human suffering; more 
importantly, it deepens our compassion for others. For me, 
Jesus’ death is the greatest act of love - not that Jesus died 
for me, but through his death, I have come to recognize the 
depth of suffering experienced by humanity. In this death, 
Jesus magnifies the various ways that people suffer. We 
can see ourselves in this story, and Jesus knows our 
suffering at a very human level. Just as Job described, God 
dwells with us in our suffering.  
 This takes us back to that happy ending. Jesus’ 
death seems to have a happy ending. It’s the Easter story, 
the resurrection. Yet, we know that it’s not such a clean 
happy ending. Judas Iscariot commits suicide. Certainly, 
Jesus’ mother suffers with the tragic loss of her son and 
the pain of witnessing his horrific death. These are images 
not easily wiped away. The disciples experience fear 
because of their connection with Jesus, guilt for 
abandoning him, and most definitely grief. To move on to 
the happy ending is to deny the depth of human emotion 
and minimize our sense of compassion for one another. In 
trying to move on, in assuming restoration, we miss the 
opportunity to “see” God and be transformed. 
 As I talk to my friends in Haiti, this is the most 
difficult challenge. I desperately want to give them a 
message that everything is going to be okay, that a happy 
ending awaits. Haitians are a people who have endured 
extreme suffering for generations. Restoration is a distant, 
almost impossible reality. While I send money, it only 
minimizes the hunger and pauses the fears.  
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While I listen, they share their fears, anger, sorrow, and 
suffering. What my friends in Haiti tell me is that my 
presence, offering my love and peace, makes a lasting 
difference in their lives. They know that someone cares; 
they feel cherished and heard. We pray together and offer 
all of Haiti our peace and hope. It’s this love that sustains 
them. And a happy ending? We are hopeful for restoration 
that Haiti may one day prosper as a testimony to the 
tremendous resilience of its people. Regardless, the terror 
of this time will never be erased; it is a part of their life story 
that ultimately informs who they are and how they 
understand the world. So, I would have rather had anything 
but a happy ending in Job. 
 So if not a happy ending, how then can we draw 
Job to a conclusion? We sit with the discomfort that 
sometimes the questions are more important than the 
answers. There are people who will carry the suffering for 
the rest of their life; people who are silenced by their pain; 
people who cannot reconcile their sorrow. The question 
“why” lingers unanswered. We commit to growing our 
compassion. Jesus shows us the way to stand in solidarity 
with those excluded, oppressed, and suffering. We listen 
with an open heart to people’s life stories and hold that 
which we cannot understand in a place of wonder and 
respect. We choose to accept all people with a love and 
compassion that cherishes their gifts and wisdom, 
especially those born from the depths of their suffering.  
We hold fast to the truth that God is with us in our suffering. 
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Please consider sending a card/note of love and 
greetings, and maybe even include a prayer for: 

 

Janet Tait 
Berks Heim Rm B216 

1011 Berk Rd. 
Leesport, PA  19533 

21 -  Guy Lombardo 
 202 Roxberry Dr. 

Sinking Spr., PA  19608 
 
22 –  Terry Stephenson 
 60 S. Church St. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

22 –  Vicki Wagner 
 122 Hemlock Rd. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

23 –  Michael Wahl 
 1050 Palisades Dr. 

Leeport, PA 19533 
 

24 –  John Maniaci 
 9 Bancroft Terrace 

Shillington, PA 19607  
 

24 –  Owen Tomczak 
 323 Summit St. 

W. Reading, PA 19611 
 

26 –  Joyce Wills 
 135 Hartz Store Rd. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

27 –  Dr. Jed Calata 

THERE’S AN URGENT SHORTAGE OF BLOOD! 
 

Please consider donating blood.  All blood types are needed, including platelets. 
 

You can schedule an appointment to donate by: 
 

     1.  VISIT RedCrossBlood.org 
 

     2.  CALL 1-800- RED CROSS  (1-800-733-2767) 
 

     3.  CALL Miller-Keystone at 1-800-223-6667 
 

     4. Use the donor portal at Giveapint.org 
 

     5.  Use Red Cross Blood Donor App   
 

Due to a shortage of staff for the mobile units, St. John’s in Mohnton will not be holding a 
blood drive this month, So, please schedule an appointment today to give! 
 

Gloria Hutzell, CRNP & Calvary’s Health & Wellness Chp. 
 

5:00PM – Interactive, intergenerational, 
and family-friendly candlelight service. 

 

7:00PM – Traditional Candlelight 
Communion Service 

 

**One of the services will be made available via 
livestream.  Watch for more information regarding 

these two services as plans unfold. 
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Bringing Joy to Others at Christmas! 
 

 

Calvary Church  
is sponsoring Christmas  

gifts for two specific Mifflin Community  
Food Ministry client families who are currently  

struggling with life, financial, and health issues.   
For this missional outreach project,  

the “Birthday Giving Tree”  
in the narthex has been 

changed over to the “Christmas Giving Tree”  
for the Advent Season. 

Tags with suggested items, along with either a name  
or identifying information (e.g., Child #1),  

are now hanging on the “Christmas” Giving Tree and  
available for you to choose. 

  

Items are to be wrapped and tagged with the  
name or identifying number of the recipient and dropped  

off at Calvary  
on or before Monday, December 13th and placed under the 

tree in the narthex. 
 

Several gift tags have been attached to  
each name card.   

Please use as many,  
or as few,  

as you wish. 
[Because there may be some product shortages this year,  

please know that it’s ok to purchase gift cards, as an option.] 
 

A blessing or a curse? 
 

Holocaust survivor and devout Christian Corrie ten Boom recounts how her sister Betsie thanked God for the fleas 
infesting their packed barracks. When Corrie resisted the idea, Betsie pointed out that 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says to 
“give thanks in all circumstances.” 
 

Still, Corrie wasn’t convinced — until the sisters realized the infestation kept the guards away, giving prisoners in those 
quarters freedom to worship and pray. The biting pests, which seemed like added misery, became a blessing. 
 

Anger and bitterness sometimes cloud our vision, causing us to forget to thank God in all situations, though not 
necessarily for them. Other times we don’t wait long enough for blessings to be revealed. But faith is like waiting 
through a storm, knowing a rainbow is coming eventually. Meanwhile, the Lord holds an umbrella for us, and the closer 
with him we walk, the less wet we’ll get. 
 

—Julie Lee Page 6 



 

 

 

 

Page 6 


