
Connect to God. 
   Connect to each other. 
 Connect to the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 14th 
Celebrating Veterans Day 

  

Worship Servants 
8:30 AM ZOOM 

Lay Leader: Carol Adams 
Music:  Matt & Rebecca Doran, 
John Bassetti, Julie McGettrick 

& Linda Ebersole 
 

9:30 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL 
for all ages 

Adults – Chapel & Zoom 
Children & Youth – Lower Level 

 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON 
Lay Leader: Bill Ruth 

Music: Calvary Choir; Tristan & Julie 
McGettrick, Sami Wagner, John 

Bassetti, and Linda Eberole  
 

ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 
1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; 
Password: 082013 

 
 

Nov. 14th – Nov. 20th, 2021 

SUNDAY WORSHIP BY PC 

CLICK HERE 

at Calvary United Methodist 
Church 

This is God’s World 
11/07/21 Sermon by Pastor Tamie 

 If you’ve ever read the book of Job, then you know that the distance 
between Job’s plea to argue his case with God and God’s response is long - 
over thirty chapters long! This is where people speak about having the 
patience of Job. Having lost absolutely everything, Job waits on God. 
Meanwhile, he debates his innocence with his three friends and challenges 
the foundational assumption about the very justice of God in ruling the 
universe. As God’s silence lengthens, Job’s friends increasingly justify their 
argument that Job’s suffering and loss must have been deserved, that there is 
“no end to [Job’s] iniquities” (Job 22:5). How can anyone who believes in a 
good and just God reconcile Job’s suffering unless Job was sinful and wicked? 
This is the stance of Job’s friends and much of the Bible itself. That’s what 
makes this story so provocative, because it’s in conversation with the rest of 
the Bible. Innocent, undeserved suffering challenges the very nature of a 
loving, protective God who is for us. 
 

 Job asks for it. Job beckons God to come meet him in a debate. It’s 
almost like an after school fight on the playground between the toughest and 
scrawniest kids in the school. Everyone circles up, hoping the scrawny kid is 
smart enough to not show. Job, though, keeps showing up, day after day, 
taunting God even after his total loss. Is God’s silence an act of humility, giving 
voice to a humanity that is otherwise powerless? Is God’s silence in opposition 
to Job’s apparent absence of awe and reverence? Is God’s silence an act of 
compassion, allowing Job the space he needs to grieve? Is God’s silence an 
act of peaceful resistance, as a refusal to engage even in a verbal war? Is 
God’s silence an act of punishment, allowing more humiliation and anguish to 
build in Job? This is the very nature of this story, raising more questions than 
answers. 
 

I love the wonder of this moment. You think you want an encounter with God. 
You think you have a powerful point to make. You think you’ve got a grasp on 
what is going to happen. You’ve run the conversation over and over again in 
your head. You have the most amazing points outlined. You’re certain there 
aren’t any holes in your argument; it’s seamless. Everything you think you 
know gets turned upside down. 
 

When God finally responds, God arrives in a whirlwind, a theophany of which 
Job never imagines.  

~cont’d on pg. 3 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

The altar flowers this 
Sunday are sponsored by 
Angie Juckem in loving 
memory of Bob on what 
would have been their 

42nd wedding 
anniversary. 
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We give all the praise, glory, & thanks to God for the 
generous hearts of Calvary members and friends. All 

donations toward this extraordinary Challenge are due 
by Sunday, November 21st. The final total will be 

announced during the worship services  
on November 28th.   

 
Calvary’s Financial Needs 

(Regular Giving) 
2021 Operating Budget $329,134 
YTD Giving Needed   $284,828 
YTD Actual Giving   $266,035 

 

On November 24th Calvary will 
host the annual  

Thanksgiving Service at 7 PM. 
All three churches will be 

gathering for the first time in 
almost two years. We all need 
this moment to experience the 
abundant grace available as 
God’s family unites in praise. 

 

Plan to come, faithful saints! 
 

It’s not too late to join in!  On Thursday, Nov. 11th, a new 
weekly online Bible study began on the topic of “Women of 
the Bible”. Meeting every Thursday morning at 9:30AM, 
the group will be facilitated by Frank Scalise.  Discussion 
will take place using two different resources.  The first is 
from Right Now Media entitled “Bad Girls of the Bible”, 
authored by Liz Curtis Higgs. She emphasizes that we are 
not to judge them but learn from them. 
 

The second resource is a book entitled “The Women of the 
Bible Speak: The Wisdom of 16 Women and Their Lessons 
for Today” by Shannon Bream. This book is a New York 
Times Best Seller and offers a look at the Bible from the 
shepherdesses of ancient Israel to the courage of the early 
Christians. 
 

There is no need to purchase this book, since the study 
facilitator will be providing excerpts and not the whole text. 
 

The class will be on Zoom only and can be accessed by 
using the Sunday worship link (see page 1). 



 

 

When God responds, Job only receives a bashing of 
rhetorical questions designed to emphasize the 

impossibility of comprehending the Divine. Job doesn’t get 

any answers. Instead, God unleashes a relentless barrage 
of questions along the lines of: Who are you? Where were 
you? What do you know? Can you? (Thomas Edward 
Frank, Feasting on the Word: Year B, Volume 4, 170). 
Everything Job thought he might say is completely 
irrelevant; the questions God turns on Job create a huge 
chasm between who God is in comparison to humanity. 
Job’s small world becomes vaster than he can fathom. 
Job’s dilemma shrinks in size to the endeavors of God. In 
this whirlwind of questions, Job is spun to the only possible 
place - humility.  

The truth resounds. This is God’s world. 

So God arrives in the biggest possible way to offer Job the 
biggest possible vision. It’s as close as God can possibly 
get to helping Job walk in God’s shoes and giving Job a 
humble perspective. We all need this humbling reminder 
sometimes. Our small world is the only lens through which 
we can see and understand. Our humanity limits us. God 
isn’t condemning Job; God is breaking Job open to the 
pure vastness of the universe which God creates, sustains, 
and restores. God provides Job with all the space he needs 
to ask why, wonder, and mourn. God respectfully replies 
with the only possible answer to Job’s inquiry: I’m God; 
you’re not. This is God’s world; not your world. This places 
humanity as a whole in a larger context of God’s love, 
provision, and restoration. Humanity is no longer the 
centralized point of all creation; God loves and cares for all 
creation. Humanity’s limitations do not allow us to begin to 
comprehend the why’s and therefore’s of our lives.  

This is God’s world. And yep. God shows up in the most 
awesome and unexpected ways to remind us who is 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. God is doing an 
awesome, new thing right here at Calvary. Unexpected. 
Inexplicable. The impossible made possible.  

At this point, you may or may not have received a letter in 
the mail from me announcing the possibility of launching a 
Latino ministry here at Calvary. Two weeks ago we were 
invited by the Latino commission of the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Conference to apply for a grant through the 
Congregational Development Team. Between the grant 
and funds from the Latino commission, we would be able 
to hire a quarter-time Latino pastor who would plant a 
Latino congregation at Calvary. Our primary role is to be a 
new place for new people, to embrace and welcome a 
ministry that serves people in their native language. This 

ministry is designed to connect with a substantial and 
growing Latino population in our community.  

This opportunity is a direct response to the prayers and 
vision that has been developing throughout the last year. 
In October 2020, a small team of leaders convened the 
Vitality & Sustainability Task Force. Their primary goal was 
to realign a significant deficit budget with a vision to sustain 
and grow Calvary Church. The hope was to balance the 
budget within a three-year window. This is God’s world. 
God prepares the way. Through multiple avenues of selling 
the apartment house, restructuring staff, reducing salary 
expenses, and revising and emphasizing stewardship 
initiatives Calvary is anticipating a surplus budget for 2021. 
I believe I speak for many on the Vitality & Sustainability 
Task Force when I say that we are astounded by the 
progress in such a short time. It’s truly miraculous. As a 
result, we are financially able to support and even invest in 
a new ministry. 

In conjunction with the budget work, the Vitality & 
Sustainability Task Force has been grappling with a 
defined vision and mission for the church. As you hear now 
every week, our vision is to Connect with God, Connect 
with each other, and Connect with our community. What 
we struggled with was the how and the pathways to build 
those connections, especially in our community. This is 
God’s world. God prepares the way. The development of a 
Latino ministry is in direct correlation with our vision. It 
aligns with our goal to become a known presence in the 
greater Reading community. It specifically engages an 
evangelical ministry that shares the gospel message. 

While the Vitality & Sustainability Task Force discerned 
Calvary’s potential role in the community we discussed 
many ideas. Many people envisioned transforming the 
chapel library into a community resource center. We could 
potentially house a tutoring program, English as a second 
language (or ESL) classes, and parenting classes. The 
grant outlined these exact outreach ministries as 
extensions of a Latino ministry. The alignment of our goals 
is profoundly similar and reflective of who Calvary has 
been in this community for decades. This is God’s world. 
God is preparing the way.   

The prospect of a Latino ministry was an unforeseeable 
opportunity. As we waited upon the Lord, faithfully praying 
and discerning, the flashlight seemed to shine a short, thin 
beam of light. Nowhere did anyone see the possibility of 
this ministry. Though the pathway seemed dark, we have 
faithfully been taking small steps and trusting in the work 
of the Holy Spirit. We will continue to do so. Even before 
we can confirm the initiation of the Latino ministry, the 
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grant must be approved and we must interview the 
potential pastor. And what it looks like? All those details 
will begin to unfold as we create alongside God and a new 
people to create a new place to share the gospel message. 
We will continue to trust in the Light, to walk within its 
beam.  

In a theophany of wonder and amazement, God has 
responded to the prayers of Calvary. It is humbling and 
truly awe-inspiring to witness God’s mighty hand working 
in and through Calvary. What we have right now is a lot of 
questions and very few answers. It feels just like this Job 
moment - when God shows up in a bold way to humble us. 
We need to hold this truth in our hearts. This is God’s 
world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

$20,000 Challenge 

Through 11/7/21, we have received $14,770 in offerings toward the $20,000. PRAISE GOD  

from whom all blessings flow!  Remember, for every $1 donated we double our money, so the  
real value of that $14,770 is $29,540! I encourage all of you to prayerfully consider an additional  
offering above your weekly giving. Send a check in the mail; make an additional electronic debit;  
place the gift in the offering plate - by November 21st. Please designate the money as “$20,000  
Challenge.” Together we can double our money to $40,000 and even beyond!! 
 

Salt of the Earth Time & Talent Search 

Jesus says that we are the salt of the earth in the ways that we love and serve God, the Church, and others. There’s a lot of 
salt - washed into the sea, but it’s a process to make a salt that can be used. This may be the most challenging work of all, 
because it requires you to reflect and commit to ways of serving God, the Church, and others. In the last two years, so much 
has changed - each of our lives looks different & the way we worship and fellowship has been transformed. Now we need to 
not only think differently about church, but we may need to love & serve differently. I invite you to reassess how you are 
serving God, the church, and others. 

Calvary is seeking to live out its vision of building connections through specific missional goals. (Time & talent survey) How 
can you participate in making these initiatives successful, for the glory of God? I truly believe that God provides everything 
we need - it’s all right here, in the many people of our faith community. Please take time to reassess and commit your time & 
talents as one of God’s people.  The Time and Talent survey was included, in paper format, in last week’s Calvary Connection, 
and is also accessible online by clicking on the following link: Time & Talent Survey.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please consider sending a 
card/note of love and greetings, 

and maybe even include a 
prayer for: 

 

Doris Metz 
Berks Heim, Rm B213 

1011 Berks Rd. 
Leesport, PA  19533 

 

484-507-4008c 
Gerry Postetter 
421 Hain Rd. 
Sinking Spring, PA 19608 
gpostetter@aol.com 
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An Opportunity to Bring Joy at Christmas 
 

Calvary Church will be sponsoring two Mifflin Community Food Ministry 
client families who are currently struggling with life and health issues.  

Within the next week, or so, suggested items will be listed on tags on the 
Giving Tree in the narthex (yes, we’re switching briefly  

from birthday to Christmas gifts). 
Because there may be some product shortages this year,  

please know that it’s ok to purchase gift cards, as an option. 
Items are to be wrapped and tagged with the  

name of the recipient and dropped off at Calvary  
on or before Monday, December 13th.   

 

16 –  Bob Erb, Jr. 
  113 Pennypacker Rd. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 
17 –  Janet Wagner 
 644 Haig Blvd. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 
17 –  Cindy Fortunato 
 1737 Alden Ln. 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 

 
20 –  Becky Giles 
 1151 Kestrel Dr. 

Salisbury, MD  21804 
 
20 –  Joshua Myers 
 51 Guigley Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 

 

THERE’S AN URGENT 
SHORTAGE OF BLOOD 

 

Please consider donating blood.  
All blood types are needed, 
including platelets. 
 

You can schedule an appointment 
to donate by: 
 

     1.  VISIT RedCrossBlood.org 
 

     2.  CALL 1-800- RED CROSS  
(1-800-733-2767) 

 

     3.  CALL Miller-Keystone at     
 (1-800-223-6667) 

 

     4. Use the donor portal at  
 Giveapint.org 
 

     5.  Use Red Cross Blood  
Donor App   

 

Due to a shortage of staff for the 
mobile units, St. John’s in Mohnton 
will not be holding a blood drive 
this month, So, please schedule an 
appointment today to give! 
 

Gloria Hutzell, CRNP, 
Calvary’s Health & Wellness Chp. 
 

Sources: Miller - Keystone Blood Center 
website 
American Red Cross of Southeastern 
Pennsylvania 

Someone’s blood saved my life and made 

my mom smile – was that you?”  

      ~ an anonymous  5 year old child 
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