
Connect to God. 
   Connect to each other. 
 Connect to the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 17th 
James 5:13-20 CEB 

 

Worship Servants 
8:30 AM ZOOM 

Lay Leader: Angie Juckem 
Music:  John Bassetti; Jim & Carol 

Adams, Megan Richerts, Julie 
McGettrick & Linda Ebersole 

 
9:30 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL 

for all ages 
Adults – Chapel & Zoom 

Children & Youth – Lower Level 
 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON 
Lay Leader: Shannon McBride 
Music: Calvary Choir, Matt & 

Rebecca Doran, Megan Richerts, 
Andrew McBride and  

Linda Ebersole 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 
1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; 
Password: 082013 

 
 
 

Oct. 17th – Oct. 23rd, 2021 

SUNDAY WORSHIP BY PC 

CLICK HERE 

at Calvary United Methodist 
Church 

2021 STATE OF THE CHURCH REPORT 
CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true. 
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you. 
(Sanctuary written by John Thompson and Randy Scruggs) 

 

CALVARY’S 2021 CHARGE 
CONFERENCE will be held on 

Saturday, October 16th at 
10AM via Zoom.  The link will 

be emailed to all members 
closer to the date.  We hope 
many members will attend to 
hear and vote on the business 
of the church as we prepare 

to move into 2022!  The 
meeting is expected to last 

about 90 minutes. 

By definition, a sanctuary is a place that provides protection and refuge; it’s often 

considered a holy or sacred place, like a church or synagogue. Throughout history, 

churches have been a sanctuary, providing necessary protection, medical care, 

shelter, food, and solace during times of war, disease, natural disasters, and other 

personal hardships. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the doors of the sanctuary at 

Calvary Church were closed for much of this year, even through the Christmas and 

Easter seasons. In a place where large groups gather, pray, and praise God in 

word and song, the sanctuary could not provide adequate protection from a disease 

that has killed over 700,000 people in the United States alone. This is an 

unprecedented event in the history of our church, when the building could not be 

the sanctuary, offering protection, refuge, and solace throughout a global 

pandemic.  

In retrospect, it’s important to acknowledge the losses: the sanctuary was 

unavailable for corporate worship, prayer, and respite during a traumatic time; 

Wyomissing Valley Preschool remained closed for the first time in over forty years; 

we could not dispense funds to the Good Shepherd Mission in India during their 

time of greatest need; people passed away without an opportunity to grieve or 

celebrate their loved ones’ lives; some members are still unable to connect, and 

our attendance is still only at about seventy percent of our before Covid numbers. 

Even as we were able to re-open our doors in May, people did not return to a 

sanctuary as they remembered it. We are unable to provide the same worship 

experiences or satiate the longing of sanctuary that is on the spirits of so many. At 

the same time, people approach the pandemic from opposing views, creating 

division. The result is any one or more of potential deep feelings: grief, 

disappointment, anger, loneliness, despair, exhaustion, and fear. The magnitude 

of the impact is immeasurable. 

In that light, I am reminded of a favorite hymn, Sanctuary, by John Thompson and 
Randy Scruggs. Its words are so relevant in the context of this time: Lord, prepare 
me to be a sanctuary; I’ll be a living sanctuary for you. The reality of these words 
ring so true today, as all of us have had to dig deeper in our faith to discover the 
sanctuary that is always present, available, and grace-filled. 
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
 
On Sunday, November 7th, All-Saints Sunday will be observed. 
During the 8:30AM Zoom & 10:30AM in-person services, we will 
be remembering all of our church members & loved ones who 
passed away during the last year and are now living their life 
eternal with Christ. 
 

If you so desire, please let us know the name(s) of loved ones you 
would like to be included in the list of those being memorialized.  
During a certain time in the service, his/her name will be read 
aloud and a bell would be sounded in his/her memory.   
 

Also, we would greatly appreciate you sending a photo of that 
special person.  We will display the picture during the services at 
the time your loved one’s name is read aloud.  If you would like, 
please also send to us a short statement about his/her life. (The 
photos and statement may be emailed to me at 
administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net or mailed to the church at 
1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540, Attn: Janet.)  To 
prepare for the service in a timely manner, please submit the 
photo and information on or before Monday, October 26th.  
Thank you in advance for your assistance in helping to make the 
service memorable. 
 

All-Saints Sunday service is a meaningful way of remembering 
those saints from Calvary Church and all those who have touched 
our lives who now dwell with our Lord in the Church Triumphant.  
If you submit name/photo/statement, we would be honored if 
you and your family members/friends could be present with us, 
either online or in person, for this important time of 
remembrance.   
 

Get ready for a delicious meal 
…and a night without cooking! 

 
WHAT:     ½ BBQ Chicken, Potato, Roll &  
      Applesauce for $10/pp 
 

WHEN:     Tuesday, October 26th from 2 – 6PM   
(or until the supply lasts) 

 
 

WHERE:   Walgreen Parking Lot/Shillington 
 

WHY:        Support the Good Shepherd Mission  
       in Puttur, South India 
 

HOW:       Tickets will be on sale in the  
       Gathering Area on Sundays,  

      Oct. 17 & 24 or call Jen Raszkiewicz  

      at 484-529-6850. 
 

Sponsored by the GSM Foundation. 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
 
17 –  Clarence Trupe 
 212 Barrington Dr. 

Shillington, PA 19607 
 
18 –  Allen Stalnecker 
 9 Overview Ct. 

Shillington, PA 19607 
 
19 –  Jim Adams 
 20 Northridge Dr. West 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 
19 –  Tyson Wocklish 
 1899 Robinhill Ct.  

Tucker, GA  30084
  
20 –  Ella Holmes 
 608 Wolfe Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 
21 –  Marion Loesch 

Phoebe Berks 
Healthcare 
1 Reading Dr., Rm. 230 
Wernersville, PA 19565 

This picture 
was colored 
by Clarence 
Trupe.  He 

finds it very 
relaxing 

and a 
creative 
outlet. 

Matthew Davis, Calvary’s 
Director of Christian Ed., 

preached a sermon entitled, 
Impossible, on Oct. 10th.  If you 
missed the Zoom or in-person 
worship service, you can now 

watch Sunday morning 
messages on Calvary’s YouTube 
channel.  Click on the following 

link: Impossible 
OR go to YouTube.com and 

type Calvary United Methodist 
Mohnton in the search box. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgHq35lA-Ag&t=32s


State of the Church Report cont’d from pg. 1 

It’s the sanctuary within ourselves where Christ dwells, 

incarnate and eternal, and fills us with the grace, wisdom, 

and perseverance to be the everlasting force of light and 

goodness despite our troubles. As living sanctuaries, the 

saints of Calvary have been faithful in their devotion, 

worship, service, and sharing of Jesus Christ. 

Who could ever imagine a re-boot for church? Who could 

ever fathom the magnitude of change forced upon our 

churches in such a small amount of time? Only God could 

foresee the magnitude of grace and potential growth that 

would result. While this year has been a marathon of new 

things and moving mountains, it has also been a time of 

deep work to prepare the soil for seeds and the fruit that 

will eventually result. Here are a few highlights: 

• Our faith community gathered on Zoom to worship 
as one community. People of all ages contributed 
a plethora of recorded music, of all different styles 
and instrumentation. We’ve worshiped on the side 
lawn with drum circles. We’ve worshiped without 
corporate singing and praised God when we could 
all sing once again. 

• A Vitality & Sustainability Task Force was formed 
to realign the budget with Calvary’s vision and 
mission in order to reduce the $40,000 per year 
budget deficit. The results include: sale of the 
apartment house to create a sustainable budget 
surplus; realigned staff budget to reduce costs by 
$25,000 annually; launched a year-long 
stewardship initiative that has increased giving; 
and created a vision statement (Connect to God; 
Connect to each other; Connect to the community) 
that is inspiring us to develop a stronger presence 
in our community and the Greater Reading Area. 

• Calvary continued its faithful outreach to the 
community in multiple ways. Vacation Bible 
School, hosted with another church in our 
community, successfully ministered to thirty-five 
children and their families in the Mohnton Park. In 
a partnership with Christian Bethany Services, 
Calvary supported mothers and infants in their 
ReNew program, helped landscape at Little 
Springs Horse Farm, and began a Birthday Giving 
Tree for foster children all across Pennsylvania.  

• Calvary Care Before & After School program 
continued to operate all year, acquiring significant 
dollars in grant money. Calvary Care and 

Wyomissing Valley Preschool were restructured 
as one corporate body to strengthen its ability to 
assist families and care for its teachers. 
Wyomissing Valley Preschool successfully 
launched a new summer camp program and 
opened its doors in September 2021. 
 

There are great challenges that await us. Our congregation 

worships both in person and on Zoom. How do we 

effectively integrate an online community into our church 

family? How do we operate with fewer hands on site? How 

do we reconnect and rebuild a Sunday school program? 

The risks of Covid-19 remain. How do we launch choir 

programs and organize praise worship with the dangers of 

singing? How do we navigate the exhaustion and 

frustrations of how to serve the needs of all? How do we 

help one another embrace the living sanctuary within us 

and experience the sacred protection and refuge that is 

God in Christ? 

The pandemic is still very much a force of unknown; it’s 

forcing us to dig deep in our well of faith and to persevere. 

We’ve learned so much, and yet, there is more growth that 

awaits. Praise be to God! I am so grateful for this 

community of saints who continue to do the hard work of 

preparation, of grappling with the unknown, and trusting 

God, who is the never-changing force of goodness. I pray 

this blessing over the Church that through God we will 

embrace and become the sanctuary that lives in each of 

us. 

 
A Blessing Called Sanctuary 
Jan Richardson 
 

You hardly knew 
how hungry you were 
to be gathered in, 
to receive the welcome 
that invited you to enter 
entirely- 
nothing of you 
found foreign or strange, 
nothing of your life 
that you were asked 
to leave behind 
or to carry in silence 
or in shame. 
 

~cont’d on pg. 4  
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Tentative steps 
became settling in, 
leaning into the blessing 
that enfolded you, 
taking your place 
in the circle 
that stunned you 
with its unimagined grace. 
 
You began to breathe again, 
to move without fear, 
to speak with abandon 
the words you carried 
in your bones,  
that echoed in your being. 
 
You learned to sing. 
 
But the deal with this blessing 
is that it will not leave you alone, 
will not let you linger 
in safety, 
in stasis. 
 
The time will come  
when this blessing 
will ask you to leave, 
not because it has tired of you 
but because it desires for you 
to become the sanctuary 
that you have found - 

 
to speak your word 
 
into the world, 
to tell what you have heard 
with your own ears, 
seen with your own eyes, 
known in your own heart: 
 
that you are beloved, 
precious child of God, 
beautiful to behold, 
and you are welcome 
and more than welcome 
here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3rd QUARTER CALVARY’S ADD’L MISSIONAL GIVING 

Good Shepherd Mission* $ 17,984 

Memorial Funds* $      600 

Pastor’s Contingency Fund $      445 

SPECIAL GIFTS:  

           Purchased B-day Gifts for Foster &  
                ReNew Children (estimated) 
           Monies donated to the Birthday Project 
           Love Offering 
           Summer Lunches 
           UMCOR – Haiti Relief 
           Vacation Bible School 
           Youth Fellowship 

$   1,350 
 
$   1,026 
$      115 
$      125 
$      880 
$   1,108 
$       155 

TOTAL EXTRA MISSIONAL GIVING $ 23,788 

Page 4 

Donations of the following items needed to help local families: 
 

 New kitchen towels, sponges, hot pads, dish soap, & kitchen utensils  
 

 Small flashlights, AA batteries, decks of playing cards, & new small 
candles  

 

 Shampoo, conditioner, body wash, hand soap, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, dental floss, mouth wash 

 

 Baby wipes, baby shampoo, paper towels & Kleenex  
 

 New socks, new wash clothes & hand towels  
 

 Blueberry muffin mix, cookie mix, canned gravy, instant potatoes, 
stuffing, Jello & packages of cookies  

 

All donations may be dropped off at the church & placed in the lower cabinets in 
the narthex OR place bagged/boxed donations on top of the brown bench 

outside the side entrance of the church. 
 

ENCOURAGING OUR MEMBERS 
Please consider sending a card/note 

of love and greetings to: 
Jerry & Bev Pawlik 
1213 Liberty Ave. 

Kenhorst, PA 19607 
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Calvary’s Financial Needs 
2021 Operating Budget  $329,134 
YTD Giving Needed  $259,510 
YTD Actual Giving  $242,706 

 


