
Connect to God. 
   Connect to each other. 
 Connect to the community. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 10th 
Matthew Davis, DCE, Preaching 

Mark 10:17-31 
 

Worship Servants 
8:30 AM ZOOM 

Lay Leader: Dave Svetz 
Music:  Doug & Michele Pearson 

 
9:30 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL 

for all ages 
Adults – Chapel & Zoom 

Children & Youth – Lower Level 
 

10:30 AM IN-PERSON 
Lay Leader: Dave Svetz 

Music: Calvary Choir, Jim & Carol 
Adams, Julie McGettrick, Megan 

Richerts and Linda Ebersole 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 
1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; 
Password: 082013 

 
 
 

Oct. 10th – Oct. 16th, 2021 

SUNDAY WORSHIP BY PC 

CLICK HERE 

at Calvary United Methodist 
Church 

The Impact 
10/03/2121 Message by Pastor Tamie 

Scripture: James 3:1-12 

 The letter to the Ephesians offered us wisdom on how we use words: “Let no evil talk come 
out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words 
may give grace to those who hear” (4:30, NRSV). James shared with us his wisdom on words 
in the first chapter: “You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, slow to anger…welcome the implanted word that has the power to save your 
souls” (1:19, 21, NRSV). Today, we hear it again. Listen to the message: “…no one can tame 
the tongue - a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and 
with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come 
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so” (3:8-10, NRSV). When 
something is brought to my attention once, I listen. When it comes twice and then especially 
a third time, its cause to halt everything and really pay attention. A small thing like words is a 
place where darkness and evil creeps in and impacts our community. 

 There’s irony in this text that must be noted about James as the author, me as the 
preacher, and all of us as the priesthood of believers. James begins with a warning: Not many 
of you should become teachers…for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 
strictness. For all of us make many mistakes (James 3:1). The letter of James is considered 
wisdom literature, offering a multitude of imperatives instructing fellow believers on how to 
live. He does so using words, using his tongue, the very weapon which he cautions us against. 
It’s the same caution I must accept every time I step into the pulpit or counsel someone or 
teach a class. Friends, make no doubt about it, as Christians, we are called to share the word 
of God, to witness to our transformation in Christ. James is offering us wisdom because of the 
authority we are all given. While James in no way asserts that silence is the better response, 
he does advise that we strive to control our speech, to recognize that we will make mistakes, 
and to be humble in both the blessings and harm that may be experienced by the hearers. 

That’s why James offers us this meditation on the power and dangers of language. 

“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.” “It’s just a joke. Lighten up.” “You need to get thicker 
skin.” “Never mind. You don’t get it.” “Just get over it.” James would not agree with any of these common remarks made to people 
who take offense or are harmed by words. There are so many phrases we use to encourage people to ignore hurtful words. We try 
to convince ourselves that words can’t hurt, when all of us know the jarring, lasting pain that comes from words. People have taken 
their lives because of name calling; relationships have been permanently broken with words spoken in anger; a single word changed 
in the Nicene Creed split the church into western and eastern. Words have power. As James is emphatically illustrating with images 
of tongues that spark a wildfire, we must take this seriously.  

Let’s look at the reality of telling the hearer that they should ignore the words or grow thicker skin. Instead of holding the 
person who said something offensive responsible for their actions, we are requiring the person who was hurt to do the harder work of 
forgiving and reconciliation. At the same time, we are not opening each other’s eyes to the impact that our words are truly having. 
While we may have different intentions, what we see as humor or constructive criticism, the impact may not be the same. One of the 
most powerful tools I acquired through my anti-racist work is understanding the difference between the intent and impact of my words. 
When we speak, our intent is invisible to the other person; however, our impact is not. It is the impact, or effect, of a statement that 
the other experiences.               

    ~Message cont’d on pg. 4 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calvary’s Financial Needs 
2021 Operating Budget  $329,134 
YTD Giving Needed  $253,180 
YTD Actual Giving  $238,006 
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It’s not too late to join in!  Over 20 people are participating 
in a new Adult Bible Study offered in-person and via 
Zoom from 9:30 – 10:30AM.  Facilitated and co-authored 
by Michelle Daniels, the current study is entitled Even If: 
Trusting God When the Unthinkable Happens.   
 

“Sometimes it seems that God is hard of hearing, slow to 
answer, or even indifferent to our prayerful concerns. This 
book is a follow-up to The Deep Things of God. It calls us 
to recognize the faithfulness of God even in the face of the 
most challenging and tragic events.” 
 

Each participant will have their own workbook to use.  
Please let Matthew Davis, DCE, know if you need a copy. 
 (christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com or text 717-917-5342) 
 

This class meets in-person in the Chapel and via Zoom 
using the 8:30AM worship link. 

 

Topic: The Holy Spirit: Up-close & Personal 
 

Where: Calvary UMC Library (in-person) 
 OR via Zoom (use worship link) 
 

When: Thursday mornings, 9:30 AM 
      
In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit came upon people for 
limited times, empowering them for specific tasks (Exodus 
31:1–5; Numbers 24:2). In the New Testament, Jesus talks 
about the Holy Spirit in the Gospel of John, chapters 14–16. 
Christ describes Him as a Person with intellect, emotions, and 
a will. The Holy Spirit’s presence within each believer is Jesus’ 
special provision for His followers alone. He comes alongside 
us to advise, exhort, comfort, strengthen, intercede, and 
encourage us. The Holy Spirit is Jesus’ gift, and He makes it 
possible for Jesus to be in and with each of us. “And I will pray 
the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may 
abide with you forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but 
you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you” (John 
14:16–17). 
 

Plan to join us. Bring a neighbor, friend, or family member. And 
please feel free to bring your favorite beverage, if so desired. 
 

Conversations will be enlightening, informative, and thought 

provoking in a friendly and courteous atmosphere. 

CALVARY’S 2021 CHARGE CONFERENCE will be held 
on Saturday, October 16th at 10AM via Zoom.  The 
link will be emailed to all members closer to the 
date.  We hope many members will attend to hear 
and vote on the business of the church as we 
prepare to move into 2022!  The meeting is 
expected to last about 90 minutes. 

REMEMBERING OUR  
SHUT-INS 

Please consider sending a 
card/note of love and 

encouragement to: 
Peggy Harshaw 

501 Sycamore Rd. 
Mohnton, PA  19540 

 

Get ready for a delicious meal 
…and a night without cooking! 

 
WHAT:     ½ BBQ Chicken, Potato, Roll &  
       Applesauce for $10/pp 
 

WHEN:     Tuesday, October 26th from  
      2 – 6PM  (or until the supply lasts) 

 

 

WHERE:   Walgreen Parking Lot/Shillington 
 

WHY:        Support the Good Shepherd  
  Mission in Puttur, South India 
 

HOW:        Tickets will be on sale in the 
Gathering Area on Sundays,  
Oct. 17 & 24 or call Jen  

Raszkiewicz at 484-529-6850. 
 

Sponsored by the GSM Foundation. 

mailto:christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
 
On Sunday, November 7th, All-Saints Sunday will be observed at Calvary 
United Methodist Church.  During the 8:30AM Zoom & 10:30AM in-person 
services, we will be remembering all of our church members & loved ones who 
passed away during the last year and are now living their life eternal with 
Christ. 
 

If you so desire, please let us know the name(s) of loved ones you would like 
to be included in the list of those being memorialized.  During a certain time 
in the service, his/her name will be read aloud and a bell would be sounded in 
his/her memory.   
 

Also, we would greatly appreciate you sending a photo of that special person.  
We will display the picture during the services at the time your loved one’s 
name is read aloud.  If you would like, please also send to us a short statement 
about his/her life. (The photos and statement may be emailed to me at 
administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net or mailed to the church at 1 W. 
Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540, Attn: Janet.)  To prepare for the service 
in a timely manner, please submit the photo and information on or before 
Monday, October 26th.  Thank you in advance for your assistance in helping 
to make the service memorable. 
 

All-Saints Sunday service is a meaningful way of remembering those saints 
from Calvary Church and all those who have touched our lives who now dwell 
with our Lord in the Church Triumphant.  If you submit 
name/photo/statement, we would be honored if you and your family 
members/friends could be present with us, either online or in person, for this 
important time of remembrance.  Kindly pass this information along to your 
other family members, as well as those who had a significant relationship with 
your loved one.  All are welcome to attend. 
 

BIRTHDAY GIFT TREE  

Oct. 16th @ 10AM: Zoom Annual 
Charge Conference; all memebrs 
encouraged to attend.  Watch for 
Zoom link info. 
 
Oct. 16th @ 1PM – Celebration of 
Life Service for Diane Seyfert 

Oct. 17th from 3:30-7:30PM: First Youth Nite at Gretna Glen.  
Contact Matthew Davis, DCE for more information. 
 
Nov. 4th & 5th from 9AM–3PM: WVP School Pictures in the 
Chapel 
 
Nov. 6th @ 11AM: Wedding of Dave Svetz & Joan 
Etchberger; all Calvary members/friends are invited to attend 
the marriage ceremony in the sanctuary. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-foster


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE IMPACT      ~from page 1 

Intent and impact are not always the same, and this disconnect is often a source of 
tension and pain.  

 Think about a time when you said or heard something that resulted in a 
misunderstanding. The speaker will inevitably reply, “but that’s not what I meant” or 
“that wasn’t my intent” and try to defend what they said. In wanting to be “heard” in 
their intended way, the speaker negates to understand the experiences and 
perspectives of the listener that are also invisible. In doing so, the speaker 
invalidates the listener who has been hurt. Though it may be difficult, the speaker 
needs to inquire about how and why the words caused harm and consider changing 
those words in the future. 

 Let me offer an example. Several years ago I led a mission trip to Haiti with 
people as young as sixteen to people who were in their seventies. Throughout the 
trip, we partnered with members of the community to dig out a steep bank along the 
major road and then build a stone wall to stabilize it. My project manager was 
hesitant to assign tasks to the older members of our group, especially the heavy 
lifting of rocks. As we organized our team, we assigned one woman to take pictures 
instead of laboring with a shovel. Later on she expressed her disappointment in the 
way we assumed, based on age, what she could or could not do. Though our intent 
was to keep our team safe, the impact was hurtful. It may seem like a small thing, 
like our words so often do, but the way we spoke to her represents a much larger 
issue of trust and respect that is at the heart of healthy relationships. It is also 
representative of a larger cultural issue of ageism which this person faces every day. 

 One of the things that I learned as a teacher of reading is the significance 
of background knowledge. Every reader comes to a text with various past 
experiences and knowledge that influence how they comprehend a story. A child 
living in the country would relate differently to a story about a farm than a child who 
resides in a city; a story that highlights a Mexican culture, with references to names 
of places in Mexico, food, and Spanish words, might require the teacher to build 
background knowledge to assist readers. The point is that every person speaks and 
listens through a different lens, drawing off their prior knowledge and responding 
from experiences, values, and perspectives that are unique. What resonates with 
one person may trigger questions or discomfort for another person. Even this 
morning, though I speak one sermon, there are as many interpretations as there are 
hearers. 

 In using our words, we have to recognize the invisible workings and 
experiences of every person we meet. I know that sounds scary, like maybe we 
should just avoid interacting with people. We are created for community, and so we 
must learn to navigate the difficult waters of relationships, the curses and the 
blessings. We have to anticipate the potential harm that can happen with our words. 

That’s exactly what James says. We cannot tame the tongue! The goal is not 

perfection; the path is to be “quick to listen, slow to speak.” In speaking, we must be 
willing to understand the power of our words - in the ways they build up or how they 
tear down. That means being open to conversations with people about how your 
words affect them - the impact of the words - without defending your intent. This is a 
positive way that words can be used to build up community. When we step into this 
place of inquiry, we grow in our understanding of other people. It might even become 
a place to apologize and say, “I’m sorry,” words we should use more often. Even 
better, we embrace the possibility of healing and reconciliation while growing our 
capacity to build stronger relationships. Even though it might feel messy, this is 
where the blessings flow.          

 ~Message cont’d on pg. 5 
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10 –  Connie Radwanski 
 47 Greenleaf Rd. 

Bluffton, SC 29910 
 

10 –  Denise Wagner 
 70 Carriage Cir. 

Oley, PA 19547 
 

10 –  Sydney Wagner 
 535 Chestnut St. 

W. Reading, PA 19611 
 

11 –  Luke Wagner 
 70 Carriage Cir. 

Oley, PA 19547 
 

11 –  Megan Miller 
 544 Mohns Hill Rd. 

Sinking Spr., PA  19608 
 

13 – Cathy Benene 
 31 Muirfield Dr. 

Reading, PA  19607 
 

13 –  Marsha Shimp 
 8908 Chesham Dr. 

Charlotte, NC  28227 
 

13 –  Brad Hartman 
 3703 DuPont Ave. 

Kensington, MD 20895 
 

14 –  Sue Werner 
 385 Blimline Rd. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

14 –  Janet Reppert 
 308 Maplewood Ave. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

16 –  Jen Myers 
 51 Guigley Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

16 –  Madeline Coutz 
 45 E Mohn St. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 



  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REV LARRY ALTHOUSE 
SHIRLEY AYRTON 
MARY ANN BILLINGSLEY 
WENDI BLESSING 
DENNIS BOWERS 
RICK BRUETSCH 
JIM & TINA BURKE 
RUTH & JOEL CALATA 
TREAVOR COMEAU 
CAROL COMPO 
SEAN DIBIASI 
CANDY DODSON 
DAVE ECKENROTH 
GINNY EPPS 
JOAN ETCHBERGER 
FLOODS & HURRICANES 
AMELIA FORTUNATO 
JOHN FOX & FAM 
HENRY FUNK 
STEVE GANCER 
ROSEANNE GIL- 
   JACOBSON 
KEN GREENE 
 

 
FERDINAND GROSS 
PEGGY HARSHAW 
BILL HAINES 
JAMES HEBRANK 
BILL HAINES 
JAMES HEBRANK 
GLADYS HERBST 
JERRY HIGGINS 
JESSEY HOMAN 
DANNY HUTZELL 
TREVOR KEIFER 
DAVID LIEDEL 
LINDA & MIKE LOOMIS 
BETSY LUTHER 
BRUCE MADEIRA 
SUZY MANIACI 
KORLEEN MARSHALL 
JENNIFER MCKAY 
REV MIKE MCQUAID 
JENNIFER MILLER 
FAM OF EDY 
JEFF & CINDY MUNDY 
DANIELLA MUNTEAN 
DEB OWEN 
 

 
LORI REARS 
CHARLOTE ROLAND 
MARILYN RUFFER 
RICK SMITH 
BOB STEFFEY 
MIRIAM STEFFEY 
WANDA STEFFEY 
STRAMARA FAMILY 
TRACEY SUNDAY 
KELSEY TAVERAS 
ROSIE TAYLOR 
FRANK TIERRA 
DANIELLE TILLMAN 
LOLA TROUTMAN 
AMANDA VALENTIN 
JOHN W. 
SUSIE WAHL 
NELLY WALLACE 
BOB WERNER 
WILD FIRES 
ALI WISE 
 

It’s also important to recognize that it’s not just the 
words we speak directly to people. It’s also the 
words we speak or hear about people who aren’t 
even present. Unfortunately, much of this language 
is built into colloquialisms and slang words used in 
everyday language. There are jokes about the 
shapes of eyes, people’s language and culture, 
female body types, ethnic stereotypes, and 
mockery of people with disabilities. It doesn’t 
matter whether these words are heard by those 
targeted. James says it clearly, we curse God 
whenever we use harmful words against another 
person made in the image of God. For all those who 
are listening, we cannot sit by silently and allow the 
hurtful words to cultivate darkness. We must 
choose to use our own words to counter such 
behavior, to make the speaker accountable. In 
doing so, we fully honor each other. By speaking 
into the places where words are dangerous, we 
reclaim the power of speech to be that of a 
blessing. These words will build up our community. 

 The reality is our words have an impact. 
Regardless of your intent, the impact resonates 
more deeply, in ways we cannot even see. It’s that 
small spark that sets a whole forest on fire. It’s the 
small rudder that steers the big ship. Brothers and 
sisters, James calls those who have the power of 
speech to be accountable for the words they speak. 

That’s what we need to do as a community - hold 

the people speaking harm and hatred accountable 
for the impact they have. We need to call out the 
curses; we need to lift up the blessings! 

CALL TO ACTION! 

 
We are created for community. In Jesus, God 
entered into human relationship with us. Yet, the 
most difficult work we have is making and growing 
relationships. This is our hard work - connecting 
with God, each other, and our community. Yet, it is 
our highest calling. At the heart of our relationships 
is the words we use. I invite you friends to pay 
closer attention to the impact of your words. Be 
quick to listen and slow to speak. When you hear 
harmful words, speak up. When your words are 
hurtful, say you’re sorry. When you hear words that 
build up, celebrate with an Amen, 
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