
Connect to God. 
   Connect to each other. 
 Connect to the community. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Servants 
8:30 AM ZOOM 

Lay Leader: Kay Wadsworth 
Music:  Matt & Rebecca Doran 

and Lidna Ebersole 
 

9:30 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL 
for all ages 

Adults – Chapel & Zoom 
Children & Youth – Lower Level 

 
10:30 AM IN-PERSON 

Lay Leader: Kay Wadsworth 
Music:  Paige DeLoretta, the 

Calvary Choir, and Linda Ebersole 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 
1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; 
Password: 082013 

 
 
 
 

Oct. 3rd – Oct. 9th, 2021 

SUNDAY WORSHIP BY PC 

CLICK HERE 

at Calvary United Methodist 
Church 

Holes 
9/26/21 Message by Pastor Tamie 

Scripture: James 2:1-10, 14-17 

 When theologian, Jim Wallis, went to seminary, he organized his friends to 
do a thorough study of the Bible. Their task was to locate every verse in the Bible 
that engaged with the poor and social injustice. One of them decided to cut out 
these verses as they were located. In the first three Gospels, one out of ten verses 
was removed. In Luke, it was closer to one out of seven verses. As they moved to 
the Hebrew text, much of the Psalms and prophets disappeared. When they were 
finished examining and cutting, the Bible could hardly hold together. As Peter Rhea 
Jones explains, “They had created a Bible full of holes” (Feasting on the Word: 
Year B, Volume 4, 43). Wallis and his friends acknowledged that they didn’t 
remember a single sermon on the poor in their home churches. It seems there were 
holes there too. 

 James recognizes just how important the poor, impoverished, and 
persecuted members of our community are to God. He knows that Jesus had a 
heart of compassion, mercy, and love for the most vulnerable. This is agapē love, 
a love that enables us to bear one another’s burdens under the most difficult 
circumstances (Archie Smith. Jr, Feasting on the Word: Year B, Volume 4, 40.) 
James insists, “Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to 
be heirs to the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him” (2:5)? Just as 
God loves everyone, just as Jesus loved everyone with compassion and mercy, so 
we are called to respond in the way we love others. To say that we have faith 
requires us to align with the heart of God, with the way of living, loving, and serving 
that Jesus showed us. James concludes, “So faith by itself, if it has no works, is 
dead” (2:17).  

 James warns us against favoritism in an elaborate story written in his time 
that may sound a lot like a story of today. It’s a story of judgment, a story of sin, a 
story of division. Two people walk into the church for worship. They receive a 
different welcome. One is given the best seat in the house; the other is offered 

standing room only or a seat on the floor. James reminds his brothers and sisters that they once lived such a life of 
oppression, as slaves in Egypt. The rich had oppressed them and cast them in poverty. God set them free from such sinful 
partiality. God offered them the law of liberty where mercy triumphs over judgment. As receivers, we are expected to 
respond and give according to this same law of liberty. According to his observations, James is pointing out the potential 
holes in our faith. 

 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters, as I tell you the story of Historic St. George’s United Methodist Church in 
Philadelphia, which remains the oldest Methodist church in continuous use since it was founded in 1769. In 1786, St. 
George’s Methodist Episcopal Church was a faith community where blacks and whites worshiped together. In fact, the 
pastor of St. George’s invited Richard Allen, a black pastor, to preach at a 5 PM service and lead prayers. 

~Message cont’d on pg. 4 
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Inquirers Group Forming Soon 

 

Thinking of possibly joining  

Calvary Church? 
 

Already a member, but interested in learning more about the 

U.M. Church and/or Calvary Church, specifically?  Or you 

have other questions to ask? 
 

Anyone interested in participating in an Inquirers Group, 

either in-person or via Zoom, please contact Pastor Tamie, as 

soon as possible, so that dates/times/plans can be planned. 
 

Call: 610-780-1486 or email: pastortamie@gmail.com 

 

Calvary’s Financial Needs 
2021 Operating Budget  $329,134 
YTD Giving Needed  $246,851 
YTD Actual Giving  $229,192 
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It’s not too late to join in!  Over 20 people are participating 
in a new Adult Bible Study offered in-person and via 
Zoom from 9:30 – 10:30AM.  Facilitated and co-authored 
by Michelle Daniels, the current study is entitled Even If: 
Trusting God When the Unthinkable Happens.   
 

“Sometimes it seems that God is hard of hearing, slow to 
answer, or even indifferent to our prayerful concerns. This 
book is a follow-up to The Deep Things of God. It calls us 
to recognize the faithfulness of God even in the face of the 
most challenging and tragic events.” 
 

Each participant will have their own workbook to use.  
Please let Matthew Davis, DCE, know if you need a copy. 
 (christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com or text 717-917-5342) 
 

This class meets in-person in the Chapel and via Zoom 
using the 8:30AM worship link. 

 

Topic: The Holy Spirit: Up-close & Personal 
 

Where: Calvary UMC Library (in-person) 
 OR via Zoom (use worship link) 
 

When: Thursday mornings, 9:30 AM 
      
In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit came upon people for 
limited times, empowering them for specific tasks (Exodus 
31:1–5; Numbers 24:2). In the New Testament, Jesus talks 
about the Holy Spirit in the Gospel of John, chapters 14–16. 
Christ describes Him as a Person with intellect, emotions, and 
a will. The Holy Spirit’s presence within each believer is Jesus’ 
special provision for His followers alone. He comes alongside 
us to advise, exhort, comfort, strengthen, intercede, and 
encourage us. The Holy Spirit is Jesus’ gift, and He makes it 
possible for Jesus to be in and with each of us. “And I will pray 
the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may 
abide with you forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but 
you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you” (John 
14:16–17). 
 

Plan to join us. Bring a neighbor, friend, or family member. And 
please feel free to bring your favorite beverage, if so desired. 
 

Conversations will be enlightening, informative, and thought 

provoking in a friendly and courteous atmosphere. 

PARTICPATING IN WORLD 
COMMUNION SUNDAY ~ A SPECIAL 

OFFERING 
 

Celebrated the first Sunday in October, 
United Methodists join Christians worldwide 
in celebrating the Holy Eucharist together as 
the Body of Christ.  Additionally, a church-
wide special offering provides scholarships 
for U.S. racial-and ethnic-minority students 

and international students, on both 
undergraduate and graduate levels. United 

Methodists gave $400,254 in 2020. 
Envelopes will be available in the pews to 

make a donation, or you may write a check 
payable to “Calvary UMC” and place “World 
Communion” in the memo section, then mail 

it to the church, Attn: J. Dearstyne,  
1 W. Wyomissing Avenue  

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

mailto:christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com
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03 –  Jerry Kinsel 
 20 Matthew Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA 19608 
 

04 –  Ruth Burkhart 
 1801 Cambridge Ave. 
 Apt A-19 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
 

05 –  Roslyn Coutz 
 45 E Mohn St. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

07 –  Jody Wagner 
 535 Chestnut St. 

West Reading, PA 19611 
 

08 –  Audrey Kinsel 
 20 Matthew Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA 19608 
 

08 –  Jackie Goll 
 3431 B New Holland Rd. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

09 –  Pat Wooddell 
 149 Jo Lee Drive 

Middletown, PA  17057 

 

CALVARY’S 2021 CHARGE 
CONFERENCE will be held on 
Saturday, October 16th at 
10AM via Zoom.  The link will 
be emailed to all members 
closer to the date.  We hope 
many members will attend to 
hear and vote on the 
business of the church as we 
prepare to move into 2022! 

REMEMBERING 
OUR  

SHUT-INS 
Please consider 

sending a card/note 
of love and 

encouragement to: 
Carol Gordon 
5 Pine Tree Ct 

Reading, PA  19607 
 

Final Call… 

On Sunday, November 7th, All-Saints Sunday will be observed at Calvary United Methodist 
Church.  During the 8:30AM Zoom & 10:30AM in person services, we will be remembering all of 
our church members & loved ones who passed away during the last year and are now living their 
life eternal with Christ. 
 

If you so desire, please let us know the name(s) of loved ones you would like to be included in the 
list of those being memorialized.  During a particular time in the service, his/her name will be 
read aloud and a bell would be sounded in his/her memory.   
 

If you so desire, we would greatly appreciate you sending a photo of that special person.  We will 
display the picture during the services at the time your loved one’s name is read aloud.  If you 
would like, please also send to us a short statement about his/her life. (The photos and statement 
may be emailed to me at administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net or mailed to the church at 1 W. 
Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540, Attn: Janet.)  To prepare for the service in a timely 
manner, please submit the photo and information on or before Monday, October 26th.  Thank 
you in advance for your assistance in helping to make the service memorable. 
 
All-Saints Sunday service is a meaningful way of remembering those saints from Calvary Church 
and all those who have touched our lives who now dwell with our Lord in the Church Triumphant.  
If you submit name/photo/statement, we would be honored if you and your family 
members/friends could be present with us, either online or in person, for this important time of 
remembrance.  Kindly pass this information along to your other family members, as well as those 
who had a significant relationship with your loved one.  All are welcome to attend. 
 



 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLES             ~from page 1 

As a result, the attendance of Black worshipers began to increase. Pastor Allen explained that this church was a sanctuary, 
a place where he felt he could escape segregation and the violent, oppressive ways of the world. This was a taste of the 
kingdom of God. 

 With the influx of new Black converts that resulted from Allen’s preaching, the building could no longer house the 
congregation. It was busting at the doors and windows. At the same time, the attitude of white officers and members shifted 
and became increasingly hostile. In response, St. George’s constructed a balcony to increase its capacity. On this fateful 
morning when the balcony was opened, St. George’s failed to heed James’ warning about favoritism. Allen describes the 
events: 

 He (the Sexton) told us (the people of color) to go, and we would see where to sit. We expected to take 
the seats over the ones we formerly occupied below, not knowing any better. We took those seats. Meeting had 
begun, and they were nearly done singing, and just as we got to the seats, the elder said, “Let us pray.” 

 We had not been long upon our knees before I heard considerable scuffling and low talking. I raised my 
head up and saw one of the trustees having hold of the Rev. Absalom Jones, pulling him off of his knees, and 
saying, “You must get up — you must not kneel here.” Mr. Jones replied, “Wait till prayer is over.” [He] then said, 
“No, you must get up now, or I will call for aid and force you away.” Mr. Jones said, “Wait until prayer is over and I 
will get up and trouble you no more.” With that he beckoned to one of the other trustees, to come to his assistance. 

 The trustee came and went to William White to pull him up. By this time prayer was over, and we all went 
out of the church in a body, and they were no more plagued with us in the church (https://www.phillytrib.com/religion/racial-

limitations-at-st-george-s-led-to-founding-of-a-m-e-church/article_4f8d52b8-ac23-5780-b1b0-de740285953a.html). 

Richard Allen and Rev. Absalom Jones, along with the other Black worshipers, walked out of the church that day. Allen, 
committed to standing up against forces seeking to dehumanize people, refused to worship in a church with segregated 
seating. Favoritism. They understood what it was; they understood it was against God’s vision for a kingdom on earth 
where all brothers and sisters are one, where there is no judgment and no favoritism. This community of believers formed 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church, or AME Church. St. George’s began as a beautiful assembly of God’s people 
worshiping as brothers and sisters. After this day of judgment and racial segregation, there were holes.  

 These holes remain. Today, our churches remain segregated. Sunday is the most segregated day of the week. 
According to the Pew Research Center, 94% of the members of the United Methodist Church are white 
(https://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/religious-denomination/united-methodist-church/). The damage of 
favoritism is extensive. The holes created generations ago have not been filled. The holes born out of the sin of favoritism, 
as in this example of white supremacy, require healing and reconciliation. This history will continue to follow us generation 
after generation until we recognize the power of James’ warning in all different ways of favoritism: class, race, gender, 
sexual orientation, ethnicity, age, abilities, citizenship, and language. James speaks it plainly, “mercy triumphs over 
judgment” (2:13). If we, too, pray for mercy, then we must extend unending mercy. These holes are an emptiness in our 
lives, church, and faith, even if we don’t recognize it. To be made whole in Christ, then we as a faith community must be 
made whole (w-h-o-l-e kind of whole). There is mercy in that, much needed mercy! 

 In the spirit of James, in faith communities that have opened their hearts to merciful and compassionate love, I 
have witnessed incredible transformations: 

 A Catholic Church in Philadelphia operates a community organization called Face to Face that serves the poor. 
They offer a full dining service, provide social and health services, assist in acquiring ID cards, and offer access to showers 
and clothing. Just as their name implies, the real work is the face to face interaction with the people. It’s transforming to 
discover the individual stories of people who struggle with poverty. We often tend to group people together, as if they are 
one by their circumstances, as if getting a job is simply the solution to poverty. When I sat face to face with the people and 
listened to our beloved brothers and sisters, I heard about illnesses and lack of healthcare that has forced families to become 
homeless. A great majority of the people suffer from some form of mental illness that makes it near impossible for them to 
hold a steady job.  

~Message cont’d on pg. 5 
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One woman shared the story of being a random victim of gun violence; 
another man explained how unemployment led to drug and alcohol 
addictions that he struggles to overcome. Poverty has many faces. All 
of these faces are people worthy of mercy and love simply because 
they are God’s children, our brothers and sisters. This faith community 
lives everyday into the calling of James, a faith lived in action. 

 A colleague of mine described her church’s journey of praying 
with people with disabilities. They specifically developed a ministry for 
the hearing impaired. People learned sign language, not just for 
speaking but also for singing hymns. The church integrates signing into 
their worship and develops partnerships with organizations in the deaf 
community. This work broke them open in profound ways as they 
became a part of the deaf community and learned about deaf culture. 
Everyone discovered a deeper sense of compassion for others, for 
listening to the stories of people before judging, for understanding the 
pain and loneliness of exclusion. As they learned, prepared, and 
welcomed in a people who are often neglected and excluded by our 
communities, the church grew. It became a more vibrant presence in 
the community and explored other ways of welcoming a diverse people. 

 In churches with a declining or aging population, I often hear a 
cry for a focus on engaging young families. If we could just bring in 
children, then our church will not perish. I wonder, in this kind of faith, 
what are we favoring? Our legacy, or the faithful witness of Christ to 
all? Our treasure is evident in the way we extend welcome and 
hospitality, in the way we receive people and offer mercy and love. One 
church in our conference had to make the difficult choice of closing its 
doors. This death, though, led to new life. The church was torn down, 
and the land was sold to a retirement home. They rebuilt the church 
within the new facility and is now serving the whole community. Young 
and old alike are worshiping together with a beautiful ministry built 
around those in the retirement community. All people, young, old, and 
in between, are the beloved children of God. All people come with 
connections - neighbors, co-workers, friends and family. All people of 
all ages should be on our hearts. 

 Holes. Favoritism and judgment create holes. The history of 
The United Methodist Church reveals just how dangerously harmful 
these actions can be. James certainly watched this happen in the early 
churches, and he offers us a warning. He encourages us to stitch up 
the holes, to be mindful of the ways favoritism seeps into our way of 
living out our faith. The stitching of these holes is not for the poor, or 
the disabled, or the excluded, or the oppressed. The stitching of these 
holes is for all of us, for making us whole (w-h-o-l-e kind of whole). Lilla 

Watson says, “If you have come here to help me, you are wasting your 

time. But if you have come because your liberation is bound up with 
mine, then let us work together.” Let us pray for God to work through 
those holes, to shine the light that will direct and transform our faith 
through action. 
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I invite you to look around at Calvary UMC 
and consider if we represent the diversity of 
those who reside in our community of the 
Greater Reading Area. What are the holes? 
Who should we be praying with, preparing 
for, and welcoming? How are you feeling 
invited to respond to the holes? 

Fill in the hole…Thinking of possibly 

joining Calvary Church? Already a member, 
but interested in learning more about the 
U.M. Church and/or Calvary Church, 
specifically? Or maybe you have questions to 
ask about your faith? Anyone interested in 
participating in an Inquirers Group should 
contact me as soon as possible. 

Fill in the hole…join the newly forming 

ministry team to explore the needs and 
interests of older adults in our community. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to reconnect 
with older members of our church and to build 
relationships with people and organizations 
in our community. Please contact Vickie 
Dautrich or Kay Wadsworth if you are 
considering being a part of the spirit-led 
possibilities of the Older Adult Ministry. 

Fill in the hole…we are a church that has 

been without a Sunday school hour for 
almost two years. We are church of two 
different services - online and in person. Now 
we have the opportunity to connect, to learn 
and grow together. I encourage you to join in 
the 9:30 AM Sunday school hour either by 
Zoom or in person. 

 


