
Connect to God. 
   Connect to each other. 
 Connect to the community. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Servants 
8:30 AM ZOOM 

Lay Leader: Kay Wadsworth 
Music:  John Bassetti, Carol & Jim 

Adams, Linda Ebersole  
& Deb Bierly 

 
10:30 AM IN-PERSON 

Lay Leader: Kay Wadsworth 
Music:  Julie McGettrick, John 

Bassetti, the Calvary Choir, and 
Linda Ebersole 

 
ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 

1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; 

Password: 082013 
 
 

Sept. 26 – Oct. 2nd, 2021 

SUNDAY WORSHIP BY PC 

CLICK HERE 

at Calvary United Methodist 
Church 

NEW SUNDAY 

SCHEDULE REMINDER:   

 

Zoom Worship at 8:30AM. 

Gathering/Fellowship from 

8:15-8:30AM.  
 

A Sunday school hour for all 

ages from 9:30-10:30AM.  The 

adult class gathers via Zoom 

and in-house in the Chapel 

Library so that all desiring to 

grow and fellowship may do so 

together.  Children K-12th 

grade will meet in the Social 

Hall and Youth Room on the 

lower level.  Nursery care is 

available for infants – pre-K on 

the 2nd floor at the top of the 

main stairway. 
 

In-Person worship at 

10:30AM. 

  

Nuts & Bolts of Faith Living 
9/19/21 Message by Pastor Tamie 

Scripture: James 1:19-27 

 For the next several weeks, we will be examining the letter of James. The author, 
James, is believed to be Jesus’ younger brother who eventually becomes a faithful follower 
of Christ. We can only imagine the pressures and challenges and joys James experienced 
with an older brother like Jesus. On one hand, Jesus was a miracle maker; on the other 
hand, he was also raising raucous and challenging authorities that put himself and his 
followers, including his family, in danger. At one point in the gospels, we hear a story about 
when James and his family considered him crazy and attempted to take him home (Mark 
3:21). Growing up with Jesus must have been quite an experience! In the spirit of writing 
as a younger brother, James includes almost no reference to Jesus. Instead, the letter of 

James consists of more than 100 imperatives. It’s a go and do message. James speaks 
to the small acts and instructs us on everyday living. Committed to continuing the 
holy work of his brother, James offers us the nuts and bolts of faithful living that is 
designed to build community and a new social order. 

At the heart of James’ letter, just as it was with the letter to the Ephesians, 
is a message for a community of believers. The wisdom shared and the 
encouragement offered is designed to build and foster a healthy faith community. I 
believe studying these letters is extremely relevant to Calvary in just such a time 
as this. The witness of Calvary Church and its saints is indescribable and far-
reaching, from the first sermon in the orchard on the hill to the development of 
education and food ministries serving the families of Mohnton and surrounding 
communities to repairing homes in places like North Carolina and to building a 
hospital in Puttur, India. And yet, Calvary Church is a very different church from 
what it was less than two years ago. The post-pandemic landscape of everyday life 
will never be the same. As a result, we must respond; we must build a faith 
community in this ever-changing landscape so that we remain the relevant, faithful 
community that Calvary has always been. Just think, this is exactly the kind of work 
Paul and James were speaking about as they challenged early followers of Jesus 
to build communities that witness to Christ and spread the gospel in mission to the 
world. 

It’s ironic that the letter is addressed to the “twelve tribes who are scattered 
outside the land of Israel” (David R. Nienhuis, Wesley One Volume Commentary, 
868). The Jews have long lived as a people scattered outside their native land 
under the harsh reign of the Babylonian and Roman empires. James reinterprets 
the meaning of this narrative. The diaspora are no longer living in exile; they are on 
mission! They’ve been deployed! It reminds me of our church community now in 
this pandemic. We’ve always worked within our building, like a Jerusalem, as a 
centralized gathering place for worship, devotion, and service.  

~Message cont’d on pg. 4 
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Grow. Proclaim. Serve. 
Sunday school for children & youth 

9:30 – 10:30AM in-house 
 

Using the Grow. Proclaim. Serve. 

curriculum from Cokesbury, children 

will explore families in the Bible, learn 

how today's faith families care for 

children as they grow, build loving 

relationships, and discover what it 

means to be part of God's family!  
 

In age-level small groups (K-2nd grade, 

3rd-5th grade & 6th-12th grade), children 

gather weekly in the lower level of the 

church (Social Hall & Youth Room) 

for the Bible story, music, and  

movement as they dig deeper and  

apply the story to their daily lives. 
 

Inquirers Group Forming Soon 

 

Thinking of possibly joining  

Calvary Church? 
 

Already a member, but interested in 

learning more about the U.M. Church 

and/or Calvary Church, specifically?  Or 

you have other questions to ask? 
 

Anyone interested in participating in an 

Inquirers Group, either in-person or via 

Zoom, please contact Pastor Tamie, as 

soon as possible, so that 

dates/times/plans can be initiated. 
 

Call: 610-780-1486 or  

email: pastortamie@gmail.com 

 

Calvary’s Financial Needs 
2021 Operating Budget  $329,134 
YTD Giving Needed  $240,521 
YTD Actual Giving  $229,192 
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It’s not too late to join in!  On 9/19 twenty-two people 
participated in a new Adult Bible Study offered in-
person and via Zoom from 9:30 – 10:30AM.  
Facilitated and co-authored by Michelle Daniels, the 
current study is entitled Even If: Trusting God When 
the Unthinkable Happens.   
 

“Sometimes it seems that God is hard of hearing, slow 
to answer, or even indifferent to our prayerful 
concerns. This book is a follow-up to The Deep Things 
of God. It calls us to recognize the faithfulness of God 
even in the face of the most challenging and tragic 
events.” 
 

Each participant will have their own workbook to use.  
Please let Matthew Davis, DCE, know if you are 
planning to attend so that sufficient copies are on hand. 
 (christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com or text 717-917-
5342) 
 

This class will gather in-person in the Chapel and will 
also be offered via Zoom using the 8:30AM Worship 
link. 

 

Topic: The Holy Spirit: Up-close & Personal 
 

Where: Calvary UMC Library 
 

When: Thursday mornings, 9:30 AM 
             Beginning September 23, 2021 
 

In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit came upon people for limited 
times, empowering them for specific tasks (Exodus 31:1–5; Numbers 
24:2). In the New Testament, Jesus talks about the Holy Spirit in the 
Gospel of John, chapters 14–16. Christ describes Him as a Person with 
intellect, emotions, and a will. The Holy Spirit’s presence within each 
believer is Jesus’ special provision for His followers alone. He comes 
alongside us to advise, exhort, comfort, strengthen, intercede, and 
encourage us. The Holy Spirit is Jesus’ gift, and He makes it possible 
for Jesus to be in and with each of us. “And I will pray the Father, and 
He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever—
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you 
and will be in you” (John 14:16–17). 
 

We will discuss this and a lot more. So, please plan to join us. Bring a 
neighbor, friend, or family member. And please feel free to bring your 
favorite beverage, if so desired. 
 

Conversations will be enlightening, informative, and thought provoking 

in a friendly and courteous atmosphere. 

mailto:christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com
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26 –  Alice Schonour 
35 Sage Dr. 
Sinking Spring, PA 19608 

 
27 –  Ainsley Matz 
 13 Katie Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 
28 –  Michelle Dautrich 

261 Preston Rd. 
Wernersville, PA 19565 

 
30 –  Matt Doran 
 206 McClellan St. 

Reading, PA  19611
   
01 –  Marlene Burkard 
 2611 Cumberland Ave. 

Reading, PA  19606 
 
02 –  Tyler Brumbach 
 209 N. Brobst St. 

Shillington, PA 19607 
 
03 –  Jerry Kinsel 
 20 Matthew Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA 19608 

  

To view menu options 
and cost, go to: GSM 
Foundation Pop-Up 
Event at Mimmo's 

Restaurant 

If you have any 
questions, please 

contact Jen 
Raszkiewicz. 

Each week, Craig Caltagirone, a member of 

Calvary UMC, publishes a 2-minute audio podcast, 

sharing a variety of thoughtful messages and 

insights on a variety of topics.  They are posted on 

our website at www.calvaryumcmohnton.org 

under the “Worship” dropdown tab on the 

homepage.   

Start your week with something mindful to 

consider.   

https://www.doitlocalberks.com/popup-details/event-two-b23gf-f4939-8b7l2-pe2mp-mlbeb-248ty-e34fp-elmme-hzczc-6b346
https://www.doitlocalberks.com/popup-details/event-two-b23gf-f4939-8b7l2-pe2mp-mlbeb-248ty-e34fp-elmme-hzczc-6b346
https://www.doitlocalberks.com/popup-details/event-two-b23gf-f4939-8b7l2-pe2mp-mlbeb-248ty-e34fp-elmme-hzczc-6b346
https://www.doitlocalberks.com/popup-details/event-two-b23gf-f4939-8b7l2-pe2mp-mlbeb-248ty-e34fp-elmme-hzczc-6b346
http://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NUTS & BOLTS OF FAITH LIVING         ~from page 1 

Once our doors closed, we had to navigate church life beyond our walls and somehow develop new ways of worship, 
devotion, service, and sharing. It’s challenging to live a life separate from the heart of your faith community and remain 
faithful to the way of life expected in the covenantal relationship with God. James sets out with encouraging words - with a 
few nuts and bolts for everyday living - that through their missional witness will build faithful communities for the glory of 
God. 

Nut & Bolt #1 - God is Community 

 James eloquently points us to the ultimate Source of Life, to Creator who invites us into community with God. All 
life, from its onset, is shaped in community with all creation in an intimate relationship that connects us. This is the never 
changing certainty of a world that resonates with chaos and suffering. James emphasizes that every perfect gift, received 
or given, comes from God. It’s a reminder of God’s sovereignty and abundant grace. It’s also a reminder that we do all 
things through Christ, as God working in the midst of humanity’s depravity. In so many ways, holy living seems unattainable. 
The cruel, broken world we live in can beat us down, crush us, and swallow us up with misery and hopelessness. As James 
calls us into a holy way of living, he grounds us in humility and in a divine source of generous, grace-filled power. Since all 
of it is a gift, we own nothing, we owe nothing, and thus, we simply need to share it with matching generosity. The beauty 
of community is experienced in the very nature of God; the deep longing we all seek to fill is our connection, the fulfillment 
of being part of God’s community. This is one bolt that needs to be screwed and locked in tight - your faith in a God who is 
always fully present in all things and life-giving. 

Nut & Bolt #2 - Words Build Community 

 James understands the power of human speech. We use words to create meaning, build our worlds, and express 
ourselves, making words vital to everyday living. Words are a small thing that also hold the potential for big impact. Words 
have a dual edge; they can build up, or they can tear down. It’s pretty clear that James has experienced some heated 
arguments. Words are flying about in anger; these words are being destructive. It’s obvious that even in these small, newly 
forming faith communities there’s division and diversity. This isn’t surprising. Conflict is a natural part of building community. 
The issue is not if conflict will arise; the issue is how people choose to handle the conflict. According to James, the words 
we choose and the way we choose to use or not use our words matters. For James, his instructions are intended to build 
the faith community, “let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger” (James 1:19). If words create meaning 
and build our worlds, then our word choice and the intent around our words directly influences the kind of community in 
which we live. 

 A healthy community uses its words to negotiate the conflicts that will and do arise. Healthy communication is the 
key. Silence, avoidance, and gossip are not an option. Equally, attacking or tearing each other down with words does not 
allow us to bring about God’s righteousness. James, instead, instructs us, “be quick to listen.” When someone has a concern 
or disagreement, it is a priority - the very nuts and bolts of community - to engage in dialogue. Our first step is to listen. 
James invites us to cultivate a discerning and welcoming spirit. Listening and being listened to is the pathway that will lead 
to the righteousness of God for the community. In this way of healthy communication and navigating conflict, we intentionally 
foster relationships. Fostering relationships is always more important than any conflict. 

As we navigate life in our church and especially in our greater communities, this is especially relevant today. We 
are living in an unprecedented time of divisiveness. There are words that will immediately trigger anxieties, anger, and a 
potential fight. I’m reminded of the old expression - “them’s fightin’ words.” We cannot ignore the climate of this time; and 
we also cannot live into it. As followers of Christ, we are called to engage in these difficult, across the line conversations. 
We are to be a peaceful force of listeners, to share the word of God that is planted deep inside us as a presence of grace, 
and to do so in a way that builds community. This is no easy task. It’s difficult to do even in the small circle of a family or 
here at Calvary Church.  Throughout this year we will learn how to embody healthy dialogue in interpersonal interactions 
so that we can be better builders of community wherever we go. The way of peacemaking - of restoration, reconciliation, 

and justice - is truly holy work. Like Jesus, we are called to do so in and through the message we share with others. It’s 

not just a kind thing to do.  

~Message cont’d on pg. 5 
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James asserts that this is an essential nut and bolt! We are called to 
be the witness of Christ in just such a time as this! 

Nut & Bolt #3 - Actions Build Community 

 James also recognizes the power of actions. Actions add 
authenticity to the words we speak. Actions are a deeper reflection of 
the truth that is planted in our hearts and spirits. James commands, “Be 
doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22). 

 For John Wesley, the letter of James is an antidote to the belief 
that faith alone is the path to salvation. John Wesley directed his 
hearers to James because it instructed in outward holiness that was a 
vital aspect of faith formation (The Works of John Wesley [WJW] 
19:103). Wesley asserts that repentance and God’s justifying grace is 
only one layer of faith, the development of inward holiness; knowing 
God includes acting on what one hears and putting their faith into 
action. Social holiness is so distinctive of Methodism that you might 
argue it’s part of our DNA. John Wesley says, “There is no religion that 
is not social, no holiness that is not social.” The life of Christians is 
designed such that we walk with one another, journeying alongside in 
God’s community. The reach of our actions is so much larger than we 
can fathom, a ripple effect that can be passed down from generation to 
generation. The perfect gifts in God are meant for more than a person, 
a family, a church, a community, or even all of humanity. So we are 
called to build community, to build a new social order that glorifies God 
in all creation. Methodists throughout history have taken this seriously, 
and so should we. 

 The Vitality and Sustainability task force has diligently been 
praying and grappling with a missional focus unique to Calvary. These 
words of James have captivated our hearts: Religion that is pure and 
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
We are wondering what it would look like if we expanded our missional 
focus of caring for our young to include an intentional ministry with older 
adults. What would it look like to take the two ends and draw them 
together, connecting the youngest and the oldest in our community and 
thus encircling everyone in between? In response to our current 
landscape where older adults have a smaller circle of immediate family 
nearby, we want to discover how we can walk alongside them and be 
a welcoming community in their lives. God’s heart lies with the most 
vulnerable, with those suffering and persecuted, and so should ours.  

 James notices that the small things make a difference. Our 
words. Our actions. They are the nuts and bolt of faithful living that will 
build a healthy community. As we engage in continuing to build Calvary 
Church faith community, we need to notice the small things. We need 
to devote ourselves to learning and growing in the peaceful art of 
building community with these nuts and bolts - through our words and 
actions. All for the glory of our awesome God! 
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NUTS & BOLTS OF FAITH LIVING         ~from page 4 

James calls us to build a faithful 
community of God. He sends us off with a 
go and do message. So we have to ask 
ourselves - how can we as the church be 
better doers, not merely hearers, of the 
word in today’s world? (Haruko Nawata 
Ward, Feasting on the Word: Year B, 
Volume 4, 18). I invite you to consider one 
or more of the following possible nuts and 
bolts… 

God is Community  

Participate in an Inquiry class and deepen 
your roots to Calvary United Methodist 
Church. Discover more about the 
community to which you now belong or 
consider joining it. At the same time, foster 
relationships - your relationship with Christ 
and with others - so that we may offer and 
receive hospitality to all in God’s 
community. 

Words Build Community  

Practice being “quick to listen.” Whether 
it’s here at church, with your family or 
neighbors, turn to wonder and engage in 
conversations with people in difference.  

Actions Build Community  

Join the Older Adult Ministry Team. Vickie 
Dautrich and Kay Wadsworth are currently 
organizing a small team to explore 
ministry opportunities in our community. 
Anyone interested should contact Vickie or 
Kay. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

10 NAME TAGS remain on the Birthday Giving 
Tree located in the narthex.  Consider bringing 
an extra measure of JOY into the life of a 
foster child by providing a birthday gift(s).   
Either choose a tag from the tree or sign up 
online using the following link:  

BIRTHDAY GIFT TREE  

MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  If you are 
interested in volunteer teaching or assistant 
teaching for children and/or youth Sunday 
school, or nursery, please use the Sign-Up 
Genius link below. Choose the weeks that 
best suit your availability. 

CLICK HERE TO VOLUNTEER 

SPONSOR ALTAR FLOWERS:  
Anyone wishing to sponsor the altar 
flowers may do so by clicking on the 
link button. Alternatively, you may 
call Janet in the church office (610-
777-8441) and give her the date(s) 
you are interested in; she will sign-
up online for you. Dedications will 
be printed in the weekly Calvary 
Connection. 

CLICK HERE  
TO SPONSOR 
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REMEMBERING OUR SHUT-INS 
Please consider sending a card/note 
to:  Ginny Epps 
 307 Maplewood Ave. 
 Mohnton, PA  19540 
 
Ginny is recovering at home from 
successful clot removal surgery. 

FROM OUR DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, EVELYN 
KENT CLARK:  Hurricane Ida brought flooding and 
destruction to the Eastern PA Conference and 
many states in our surrounding area including New 
Jersey and New York. In the South District 
Otterbein UMC suffered extensive damage to the 
church building and property…Residents have 
been displaced and businesses have been closed.  
  
I encourage you to send donations to assist those 
in great need. Disaster relief donations can be sent 
directly to the Conference office to James Brown, 
our Conference treasurer.  

EPAUMC 
Attn: James Brown 

PO Box 820 
Valley Forge, PA 19482-0820 

  

CALVARY’S 2021 CHARGE CONFERENCE 
will be held on Saturday, October 16th at 
10AM via Zoom.  The link will be emailed 
to all members closer to the date.  We 
hope many members will attend to hear 
and vote on the business of the church 
as we prepare to move into 2022! 
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