
Connect to God. 
   Connect to each other. 
 Connect to the community. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Servants 
9 AM ZOOM 

Lay Leader: Sandy Graffius 
Music:  Doug & Michele Pearson, 

Jim & Carol Adams, and  
Linda Ebersole 

 
10:30 AM IN-PERSON 
Lay Leader: Bill Ruth 

Music:  Doug & Michele Pearson, 
Kay Wadsworth, the Calvary 
Choir, and Linda Ebersole 

 
ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 

1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181#; 

Password: 082013 
 
 

Sept. 19 – Sept. 25th, 2021 

SUNDAY WORSHIP BY PC 

CLICK HERE 

at Calvary United Methodist 
Church 

BEGINNING SEPTMBER 19TH:   
 Zoom Worship moves to 8:30AM!  Prepare your 

cup of coffee/tea a half hour earlier and be ready 

to worship the Lord with your whole mind, 

heart, and spirit.  Gathering/Fellowship time 

will held from 8:15-8:30AM.  

 A new Sunday school hour for all ages from 

9:30-10:30AM.  The adult class will gather via 

Zoom and in-house in the Chapel Library so 

that all desiring to grow and fellowship may do 

so together. 

 In-Person worship continues at 10:30AM. 

  

Grow. Proclaim. Serve. 
Sunday school for children & youth 

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 19th 

9:30 – 10:30AM in-house 
 

Using the Grow. Proclaim. Serve. 

curriculum from Cokesbury, children 

will explore families in the Bible, learn 

how today's faith families care for 

children as they grow, build loving 

relationships, and discover what it 

means to be part of God's family!  
 

In age-level small groups (K-2nd grade, 

3rd-5th grade & 6th-12th grade), children 

will gather weekly in the lower level of 

the church (Social Hall & Youth 

Room) for the Bible story, music, and  

movement as they dig deeper and  

apply the story to their daily lives. 
 

Faith Muscles 
9/19/21 Message by Pastor Tamie 

Scripture: James 1:2-8 

 

The altar flowers for 

Sunday, Sept. 19th, are 

sponsored by Sandy 

Graffius in loving memory 

of her husband, Clair. 

In 2005, my husband, Frank, and I pursued a dream to build an early childhood 
education center in our community. Since both Frank and I were educators, this 
was a business that we could operate and build together. Locating a site that 
would meet the industry standards turned out to be extremely difficult. As a result, 
we purchased land not far from our home and designed a school. It was quite a 
dream!  

The journey to finalize the project was long and arduous and required a complete 
investment in all of our financial resources. Everything was ready to go - builder, 
permits, licensing. It just so happened that we were ready to finalize the funding 
in January 2008. Our timing was less than perfect! It couldn’t have been any 
worse. We sought funding for construction just as the 2008 financial crisis 
unfolded and the recession followed. 

~Message cont’d on pg. 3 
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BIRTHDAY GIFT TREE  

Calvary’s Financial Needs 
2021 Operating Budget  $329,134 
YTD Giving Needed  $234,192 
YTD Actual Giving  $223,087 
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Beginning this Sunday, Sept. 19th,  
 

at 9:30AM, Michelle Daniels will lead  
an Adult Bible Study using a workbook  
that she co-authored with Ronald L. Glenn,  
entitled Even If: Trusting God When the  
Unthinkable Happens.   
 

“Sometimes it seems that God is hard of hearing, slow to answer, or even 
indifferent to our prayerful concerns. This book is a follow-up to The Deep 
Things of God. It calls us to recognize the faithfulness of God even in the face 
of the most challenging and tragic events.” 
 

Each participant will have their own workbook to use.  Please let Matthew 
Davis, DCE, know if you are planning to attend so that sufficient copies are 
on hand. 
 (christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com or text 717-917-5342) 
 

This class will gather in-person in the Prayer Room and will also be offered 
via Zoom using the 9AM Worship link. 

 

   

Topic: The Holy Spirit: Up-close and Personal 
 

Where: Calvary UMC Library 
 

When: Thursday mornings, 9:30 AM, starting September 23, 2021 
 

In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit came upon people for limited times, 
empowering them for specific tasks (Exodus 31:1–5; Numbers 24:2). In the 
New Testament, Jesus talks about the Holy Spirit in the Gospel of John, 
chapters 14–16. Christ describes Him as a Person with intellect, emotions, 
and a will. The Holy Spirit’s presence within each believer is Jesus’ special 
provision for His followers alone. He comes alongside us to advise, exhort, 
comfort, strengthen, intercede, and encourage us. The Holy Spirit is Jesus’ 
gift, and He makes it possible for Jesus to be in and with each of us. “And I 
will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide 
with you forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because 
it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you 
and will be in you” (John 14:16–17). 
 

We will discuss this and a lot more. So, please plan to join us. Bring a 
neighbor, friend, or family member. And please feel free to bring your favorite 
beverage, if so desired. 
 

Conversations will be enlightening, informative, and thought provoking in a 

friendly and courteous atmosphere. 

   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C45AAAA2CA4FD0-foster
mailto:christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com
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Inquirers Group Forming Soon 

 

Thinking of possibly joining  

Calvary Church? 
 

Already a member, but interested in 

learning more about the U.M. Church 

and/or Calvary Church, specifically?  Or 

you have other questions to ask? 
 

Anyone interested in participating in an 

Inquirers Group, either in-person or via 

Zoom, please contact Pastor Tamie, as 

soon as possible, so that 

dates/times/plans can be initiated. 
 

Call: 610-780-1486 or  

email: pastortamie@gmail.com 

 

18 –  Jimmy Ulrich 
 201 Rudloff Lane 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

19 –  Pat Madeira 
 10 Weber Dr. 

Topton, PA 19562 
 

19 –  Jim Hartman 
 375 Oregon Road 

Mohnton, PA   19540 
 

21 –  Aiden Clark 
 1602 Brooke Blvd. 

Kenhorst, PA  19607 
 

22 –  Rob Wagner, Jr. 
 122 Hemlock Rd. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

24 –  Ray Renninger 
 1 Pebble Brook Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

24 –  Bruce Morton 
 335 Scenic Dr. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

24 –  Mark Martin 
 PO Box 364 

Adamstown, PA  19501 
 

25 –  Jodi Lombardo 
 202 Roxberry Dr. 

Sinking Spg., PA  19608 
 

25 –  Frank Scalise 
  2139 Reading Blvd. 

West Lawn, PA 19609 

 

~Message cont’d from pg. 1 

Though we acquired pre-approval at our initial meeting, weeks later we 
received news that our funding was declined. I set myself into overdrive, 
writing grants and meeting with lenders in order to fund the project. As I 
worked, the country plummeted further and further into a financial crisis. 
The project design became unviable. We were swept up in an 
unprecedented journey of personal financial debt. We lost it all! We lost 
the dream. 

I wonder what trial you are facing. Do you or a family member have an 
ongoing illness? Are you facing separation from a loved one and longing 
for reconciliation? Are you mourning the loss of a loved one? a job? a 
dream? Do you battle addiction or depression? Do you face the daily 
struggle of domestic violence, past or present? Maybe you now face 
devastation from the rain and floods and storms. What about the lingering 
impact of COVID - on our health, the economy, our schools? Do you face 
a financial crisis? The trials we face are not necessarily boxed into neatly 
organized timelines with a beginning and end. Often, there is no end in 
sight. Often, there is no finish line. It’s difficult when you’re in the middle 
of any trial to understand the full impact it has on your life. 

So we read these beginning words in the Letter of James, “Whenever 
you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces endurance.” These words 
are difficult to hear when you are in the midst of a trial. These words - 
trial, joy, endurance - do not seem at all matching. Joy is in the middle, 
the binding piece that holds it all together. James recognizes, though, 
the intersection of trial, joy, and endurance in regards to faith. 

~Message cont’d on pg. 4 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

FAITH MUSCLES              ~cont’d from pg. 3 

He is calling these early Christians to recognize that hardships and suffering will lead them to a teleios, or mature or perfect, 
faith. This is very Wesleyan language of sanctification, of growing in Christ and perfecting our love of God and others. 
Essentially, James is saying build your faith muscles! Faith is more than just believing; it’s exercising your faith through all 
things. It’s growing and strengthening your faith in who God is in your life. 

 James is obviously speaking to a community which is facing trials of their own kind. There’s an interesting start to 
this letter, as James identifies his audience as the “twelve tribes who are scattered outside the land of Israel” (1:1). In the 
past, the Jewish community has faced exile from Babylonian and Roman empirical forces. Their history speaks to living in 
exile as God’s punishment for their people living unfaithfully. Of course, residing in foreign lands under the control of an 
empire that demands allegiance to other gods adds to the struggle of remaining faithful to their covenant. Do you hear the 
subtle shift James makes in what it means to live a diaspora life in Christ? Those scattered are an extension of the Christian 
mission, sent out into the world to be faithful witnesses of Christ Jesus. This is very much a revisioning of diaspora life. It is 
no longer a punishment but a missional opportunity to share and spread the Gospel. He begins by sympathizing with their 
situation. Yes, this is a hardship; yes, this is difficult. At the same time, James offers them words of encouragement. Their 
obedient and faithful witness will grow a stronger, more perfect faith. Build those faith muscles! 

 It has been thirteen years since the financial crisis of 2008, and my family still faces consequences of a dream that 
will never be built. I remember vividly an afternoon in late June while I was playing with Ana in the backyard. The last six 
months had been a whirlwind of desperate attempts to finance the project, and we were literally running out of funds. As 
Ana ran across the lawn, I spotted in the tall grass the ears of a rabbit only a few feet away from me. She startled me. While 
I leapt back, she remained still like stone. That’s when I heard in my very deep, “Be still.” Psalm 46:10 rang out, “Be still, 
and know that I am God.” I knew in that moment that there was absolutely nothing more I could do, that only God could 
make the way. And I did. I stopped pursuing the finance. I stood completely still, like that rabbit in the grass. 

 It sounds a little crazy, doesn’t it? In whom do we have faith, ourselves or God? It’s a great test. In all honesty, I 

had already submitted multiple state grants and applied for financing at multiple institutions. In the back of my mind, I hoped 
that just one of them would open the gate of possibility. I liked to imagine that somehow God was going to make my dream 
happen. By the beginning of August, all the gates had closed for financing. The financial crisis was only growing more dire. 
I stood in that moment without possibilities. I had certainly failed. Or had I? I had stood still and been obedient to God. I had 
stretched my faith muscles. 

 Here’s what’s really crazy. That August I interviewed to substitute teach at Oley Valley Elementary and was hired 
instead for a long-term substitute position that eventually led to permanent employment. It came out of nowhere. I had really 
done nothing to deserve it. No effort. Exactly what I needed was handed to me at the exact moment. Within two weeks I 
was fully employed with an income that would keep us afloat. This was a God-sized possibility that offered us hope in a 
hopeless place. This was God’s provision that completely transformed my relationship with God. 

 A seed of deep trust in God was planted in me. God is my ultimate provider. It never came in the shape of an early 

childhood education center. It has never been in excess. It certainly hasn’t been easy. Early on, I heard that small, still voice 

that this financial hardship was like Paul’s thorn in his side. Paul explains in 2 Corinthians chapter 12:  

I was given a thorn in my body because of the outstanding revelations I’ve received so that I wouldn’t be 

conceited. It’s a messenger from Satan sent to torment me so that I wouldn’t be conceited. I pleaded with 

the Lord three times for it to leave me alone. He said to me, “My grace is enough for you, because power 

is made perfect in weakness.” So I’ll gladly spend my time bragging about my weaknesses so that Christ’s 

power can rest on me. Therefore, I’m all right with weaknesses, insults, disasters, harassments, and 

stressful situations for the sake of Christ, because when I’m weak, then I’m strong (v. 7-10). 

As we continue to carry this hardship, I know that my strength is not of my own will. It is a thorn that just won’t go 

away. And it is a daily reminder of God’s steadfast presence of abundant grace. 

~Message cont’d on pg. 5 
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FAITH MUSCLES            ~cont’d from pg. 4 

This is the language of endurance that we hear in this opening message from James, “and 
let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking in 
nothing.” Exercise and build. Grow and strengthen. 

 As my faith deepened, God called me again and again to fuller faith. I was 
furloughed from my teaching position, which meant my family lost healthcare. I answered 
my call to ministry and quit my stable career as a teacher. I was called to a mission in Haiti. 
With each step, I responded to God saying, “You’re crazy! That’s impossible!” It all 
happened in such a short time, more like a sprint rather than a marathon. And yet, with 
each obedient step, God provided in profound and surprising ways. Here’s the truth. Had 
I built that school, had I never experienced the financial hardships, I wouldn’t have the 
depth of faith I do now. I most likely wouldn’t be a pastor or share with others so 
abundantly. I know that everything comes from God. Every obedient step has been 
grounded in this stretching, building, growing faith of a God who is life-giving. Every time I 
remain in awe of God’s power and grace that touches the world with such light and hope. 
It’s a spectacular show!  

 This is why, day by day, I am able to place my life in the hands of God and trust 
God’s providence and goodness and steadfast grace. This is why I live joyfully despite the 
thirteen years of financial hardship and the multiple crises that my family has endured. It’s 
not just a heartfelt belief that I have. It is living everyday on the edge of God’s mercy and 
grace - acting and living out Christ’s mission obediently, despite and through the risks and 
struggles that arise. God and I, we do it together, and not by my strength or power, in 
Christ’s alone! James encourages us to allow our trials to exercise and build our faith 
muscles because all else follows once they’re being worked and exercised and built. This 
opening line - to build endurance - to grow in mature or perfect faith - is essential if we are 
to truly grapple with what James has to say to us in the rest of the letter. He starts with 
faith, and so should we. Build those faith muscles, and let endurance have its full effect. 

 

 

 

Connect with God! Let’s exercise and build our faith muscles. Let endurance, in whatever 
trial you are facing, have its full effect! Trust in the providence of God; trust in God’s 
goodness; trust in the promise of God. 

Let’s be inspired by the young women who are taking a huge leap in their faith and being 
confirmed! Consider joining the upcoming Inquiry class that will begin in October. This is 
an opportunity to explore your faith, no matter where you are in your faith journey, and if 
you’re not already, consider joining Calvary Church. If you’re interested, please contact 
me or Matthew. 

Connect with our confirmands and their families! Reach out to congratulate them and 
get to know each of them better.  

Connect to each other! Next week begins the new schedule. We are so excited to extend 
our Sunday ministries: 8:30 ZOOM Worship, 9:30 Sunday school hour for all ages, and 
then the 10:30AM in-person service.  Everyone is invited and has the opportunity to 
connect from wherever you are! 
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ADDRESS CHANGE 

 

610-401-0666 

Sommers, Scott & 

Robin 

11995 E 250 S 

Culver, IN 46511  

 

This is a temporary 

address change until the 

Sommers are able to 

find a permanent home.  

They moved back to 

Indiana to be closer to 

family. 

 

RECENT 

PRAYER 

REQUESTS 

 
Ben Bohnsack – Brother of 
Carol Adams, underwent 
angioplasty this past week 
 
Kelly Molton Cesare – 
Friend of Lesley Hartman; 
recovering from cancer 
surgery and possible heart 
failure 
 
Ginny Epps – Home 
recovering from surgery to 
remove blood clot in her 
wrist 
 
Danny Hutzell – Husband 
of Gloria; recovering from a 
UTI and a fall at home;  
prayers for healing and 
thanks that there wasn’t a 
significant head injury 
 
Victims of 
     FLOODS… 
     GUN VIOLENCE… 
     WILDFIRES… 
      COVID-19 

 


