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Session 2: Curiosity 
Peaceful practice: Be curious, inviting diversity of ideas and 
opinions. 

Biblical reflection: Comfortable with conflict  
Acts 2:1-13  
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And 
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others 
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”  




All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 

ability. 
Pentecost is known as the birth of the church. And quite an interesting birth it is – one 
that perhaps surprises and challenges us if we look closely. Shortly after Jesus had 
ascended, the disciples were gathered in Jerusalem, worship- ing and waiting as they 
discerned what to do next. Jesus had told them that the Holy Spirit would come after 
him. He said, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with 
you forever” (1 John 14:16).  

One wonders what the disciples would have been expecting. What did they anticipate 
the Advocate would be or do? The Greek word used in the original text of John is 
paracletos. The word literally means “called to one’s side.” Referring to the Holy Spirit, 
English translations of the Bible have most commonly translated paracletos as 
advocate, helper or comforter.  
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It is an interesting contrast to think of the Holy Spirit as comforter in juxtaposition with 
the revelation of the Holy Spirit to the disciples on Pentecost as Luke describes in Acts 2.  

 

Far from comforting images of cozy embrace, the 
actual experience of receiving the Comforter 
through divided tongues was probably quite 

uncomfortable. Yet this is how the Holy Spirit was 
revealed – through difference.  

 

 

It seems doubtful that the disciples had in mind a violent wind and tongues of fire as 
they awaited the Comforter Christ had promised them. Far from comforting images of 
cozy embrace, the actual experience of receiving the Comforter through divided tongues 
was probably quite uncomfortable. Yet this is how the Holy Spirit was revealed – 
through difference. The Holy Spirit showed up and created chaos, unleashing tongues 
of fire so that the disciples were each speaking in a different language. It was so 
incredible that it brought in crowds. The author, Luke, takes the time to note the 
breadth of diversity in the language and culture present – “Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs” (Acts 2:9-11a, printed above). The Holy 
Spirit was not revealed to a small group of homogeneous people who thought, looked 
and sounded alike. The Comforter came to create new and broader community in the 
midst of difference.  

Imagine the scene for a minute. It is quite hectic. All kinds of people, speaking very 
different languages. One could say this is a common appearance in today’s world with 
different political perspectives, theological understandings, cultural practices, entire 
belief systems and more, running into each other. They are different groups of people 
saying different things. Most often, these differences never truly meet in any meaningful 
way. They talk past one another. We’ve all seen it happen.  

Contrast those contemporary encounters to Pentecost. A major difference is that at 
Pentecost, each one understood the other. There was order in the chaos. The Holy 
Spirit’s presence allowed for understanding. It created the possibility to speak in ways 
that others could understand, as well as to understand what others were saying. 
Notably, this happened not through wiping away all difference and blankly making 
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people the same, but rather through valuing each identity present and highlighting the 
differences.  

The Scripture says that witnesses to this event were amazed and astonished – so much 
so, they thought that everyone was drunk. It looked crazy to those from the outside. 
Perhaps we have often interpreted these comments to be referring to the many different 
languages being spoken, to the chaos. However, as mentioned earlier, it is actually quite 
common to speak different languages – to speak past one another and have chaos when 
it comes to difference. Perhaps what seemed so remarkable to these bystanders wasn’t 
the chaos, but the order and understanding in the chaos. It was the fact that each of 
these many different tongues and people could understand one another, listen to one 
another.  

What does it take for different groups of people – different cultures, experiences, 
perspectives and beliefs – to create community together? What would it look like for the 
church to welcome and expect the Spirit’s pres- ence in our differences rather than in 
our similarities? Might we be able to hear differently? Speak differently? Might we be 
able to understand a different language than our own?  

This birth story of the church creates a beautiful and challenging vision for us today: 
global community that values each individual and makes space for their unique gifts. It 
is a community full of difference – or, one could say, conflict – that places God at the 
center rather than being on one side or another.  

We are not good at doing this. We tend to self-organize so that our communities, and 
our churches, are filled with people who look and think like us. Where there is 
difference, we highlight what we have in common rather than authentically recognizing 
and valuing our unique identities and gifts. Where there is tension, we find ways to 
avoid discussing the differences that create tension, with the aim of keeping harmony in 
our relationships. How harmonious is that, though, really? This pattern happens 
unconsciously and reaffirms all the things we already believe. We are so practiced at it.  

Instead, we need to be curious, inviting diversity of ideas and opinions. We need 
the gift of curiosity to stir up some chaos. Curiosity helps us ask better questions – 
of ourselves and of others. It helps us study how we are building community, who 
we are including and who we aren’t. In this sense, curiosity aids us in welcoming the 
Spirit. Independently, our own knowledge and experience are limited and incomplete. 
We need other perspectives to help us see beyond ourselves and glimpse a bigger picture 
of what the Spirit is doing.  

Curiosity is, unfortunately, a lost art. We are born with so much of it – toddlers are 
proof. We watch them engage with the world around them and our hearts explode at 
their curious spirits and constant questions. Yet, as adults, we have trouble reviving that 
same curiosity we modeled as children. We must learn to cultivate curiosity about ideas 
and perspectives we don’t agree with or perhaps don’t understand. Rather than jumping 
to judgment, how would it change our relationships and interactions if, when confronted 
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with a thought we disagree with, we would engage in a bit of toddler-like wonder? If we 
think we have all the answers and believe more in our own convictions than the 
possibility of revelation, we will miss the transformation that God offers us in healthy 
dialogue.  

In bringing curiosity, we are willing to have something be “shook up” – to introduce 
some chaos – in how we see the world. To get there, we need exposure to other ways 
of being, doing, thinking and believing. This means searching out relationships with 
people who think, look and experience life differently than we do. It means engaging in 
our conflicts because they teach us to sit in the uncomfortable places of difference. 
Going deep into our conflicts and our differences, rather than running away from them, 
gives us a chance to do that. It is in the middle of conflict and chaos that transformation 
comes, because it is where the Spirit enters.  

Our English word “conflict” comes from the Latin word conflictus, which joins the pre- 
fix con, meaning with or together, and the verb fligere, which means to strike. To be in 
conflict is to strike together. Culturally, we have learned to define conflict as something 
against, when in fact it is with. We need conflict to refine us. Many long-lasting friend- 
ships and partnerships say it is their differences that have most helped them each grow. 
It is in the stretching, the changing and the challenging that we are most effectively 
molded into the creation God wants us to be. While one of the most difficult parts of 
relationship, it is also one of the most beautiful.  

The Pentecost story has mystery in it. We can’t say we know exactly what went on when 
the Holy Spirit rained down in tongues of fire. Chaos can be disorienting. There is dis- 
comfort in saying that we don’t understand everything, that we don’t have all the 
answers. But we can assume that when we welcome and honor difference like at the 
birth of the church, we begin to emulate the community God intended for us. And we 
know that we are promised the Comforter to come to our side as we enter the fire, 
together.  

 

Questions for discussion
In preparation for class, here are possible discussion questions which will begin our session 
together. 

What “Pentecost moments” have you had – times when you understood someone who believed 
or understood something very different from you? How did your shared understanding influence 
the relationship?  
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Where are you living with difference? Who are the people in your life who think very differently 
than you, have different economics, look different or have had different life experiences than 
you? How are you engaging with them to hear and see in new ways?  

In what areas of your life could you seek out different perspectives from your own? What 
blessings do you think may come as a result? What fears do you have?  

When have you minimized difference with the aim of creating harmony in a relationship? What 
would it look like to emphasize and appreciate those differences and what value might there be 
in doing so?  
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