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Craig Caltagirone, Christ 
Servant Minister, Speaker 

 
Sunday, Nov. 22nd @ 9 AM 
ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 

 

1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 

Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP by PC 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09
HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181  
Password: 082013 

 
 

Calvary Weekly Connection 

 

The world asks, "What does a 
man own?" Christ asks, "How 
does he use it?” ~ Andrew Murray 

 
Due to the ever increasing number of positive COVID cases & 
hospitalizations, Calvary will not be opening for large group in-house 
Sunday worship until further notice.  We had hoped and planned for Nov. 
29th to be our first in-house service at 10:30AM; however, our first 
consideration must be to the health and welfare of our members, staff, 
and volunteers.  Certainly, we are disappointed, but with the holiday 
season approaching and infection numbers rising, the risk factors for 
possible transmission are just too high.   
 

We will continue to worship via Zoom on Sundays at 9AM and will post 
the audio scripture and sermon Podcast on Calvary’s website.  We will 
also continue to print Pastor Tamie’s sermon message in the weekly 
editions of our Calvary Connection.   
 

Finally, the staff & leadership of the church will watch the trending of 
COVID cases closely, while at the same time brainstorm possible 
alternative smaller group attendance options in the sanctuary (e.g., 
drop-in prayer vigils). 
 

We thank everyone for your patience and understanding as we 
navigate these very unprecedented times together when personal 
health safety must be our primary consideration. 
 

DOUBLE FEATURE 
[11/15/20 Sermon Message; 

Read: Matthew 25:14-30, NRSV] 
 

When I was really young, my family watched 
movies at a drive-in. You could load up as 
many people and all the popcorn, drinks, and 
candy you wanted in one car for one price. 
Once there, everyone could spread out on 
blankets, open hatchbacks, and in the bed of 
a truck. The best part was the drive-in always 
ran a double feature! Two movies if you 
wanted to stay out extra late. The first was 
typically family friendly. I remember clearly 
watching Smokey and the Bandit. The 
second movie was typically an adult feature, 
so my parents had to cajole us to sleep. I 
remember watching my first John Travolta 
movie, Saturday Night Fever, with my older 
cousins and having to hide my eyes. There’s 
nothing like a double feature! This morning 
we’re running a double feature. On this 
double bill we are featuring Pay It Forward 
(Director Mimi Leder, 2000) and Hidden Figures 
(Director Theodore Melfi, 2017). I think the man in 
the parable would like that - doubling his 
investment! 
 

Pay It Forward 
For our first showing, let’s consider the 
movie, Pay It Forward. Mr. Simonet begins 
his social studies class every year by asking 
his 11-year old students: What does the 
world mean to you?                  ~cont’d pg. 3 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 –  Terry Stephenson 
 60 S. Church St. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

22 –  Vicki Wagner 
 122 Hemlock Rd. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

23 –  Michael Wahl 
 1050 Palisades Dr. 

Leeport, PA 19533 
 

24 –  John Maniaci 
 9 Bancroft Terrace 

Shillington, PA 19607  
 

24 –  Owen Tomczak 
 323 Summit St. 

W. Reading, PA 19611 
 

26 –  Joyce Wills 
 135 Hartz Store Rd. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

27 –  Dr. Jed Calata 
727 N Noble St., #1 
Chicago, IL  60642 
 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE –  
Giving Through Week 46 
 

Current Year thru  11/15/20      
Received YTD       $238,256       
Annual Budget      $320,000    
%Rec’d to Date          74.5%      
 
Last Year thru        11/16/19 
Received YTD       $277,434 
Annual Budget      $308,162 
%Rec’d to Date          90.0% 

 

Food Transporters: 
 

Looking for a way to serve that 
require a time commitment of 
less than an hour a month?  
Calvary needs an individual or 
couple to transport the food 
ministry items collected here at 
Calvary up to Zion E.C. Church, 
prior to the food distribution on 
the third Saturday of each 
month.  This delivery could be 
done on either that Thursday or 
Friday morning between 8:30 
and 10:30.  If you are willing to 
take on this responsibility, 
contact Jerry Kinsel, phone 
610-334-4983, for further 
details or questions. 
 

Jerry Kinsel  
Calvary's MCFM liaison 

MIFFLIN FOOD MINISTRY 
 

On December 19th, we will be distributing a holiday 
meal, along with a small gift bag to each family member.  
All items are donated and are not acquired with any 
monetary donations.  We are prepared with gifts items 
for adult females as well as all children.  However, we 
still need some adult men items.   Some items we are 
requesting are as follows: 
 

 Small hand sanitizers   Men’s body wash 
 Shaving cream             Men’s Deodorant 
 Small shampoos           Flashlights 
 Throw blankets             Hand warmers 
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A variety of gifts may be given in honor of or in memory of loved   ones.  Please indicate your choice(s) below.  
All gifts must be received by Tuesday, December 15th.  Checks may be made payable to “Calvary UMC” with 
the gift designation in the memo section.  The list of dedications will be printed in the Calvary Connection. 
 
_____ Support Family Promise ($10 each) _____ UMCOR [United Methodist Committee on Relief] ($10) 
_____ Good Shepherd Mission ($10)          
 
 

NAME: ____________________________________Env. #______________ 
           (if applicable) 
IN HONOR OF ____________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IN MEMORY OF: __________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail your donation and dedication(s) to: 
Calvary UMC, Attn: J. Dearstyne, 1 West Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

610-334-7404c 
Jennifer Brumbach 
Kylie & Tyler 
209 N. Brobst St. 
Shillington, PA 19607 
 
610-796-4117 
Donald Herbst, Rm. 117 
Gladys Herbst, Rm. UNK 
Mifflin Center 
500 Philadelphia Ave. 
Shillington, PA  19607 
 
610-796-3324 
Janet Mohn 
Mifflin Court, Rm. 221 
450 Philadelphia Ave. 
Shillington, PA 19607 
 
610-334-7976c (Jen) 
610-334-6464c (Tom) 
Tom & Jennifer Wocklish 
303 Orchard Way  
Winder, GA  30680 
jenwocklish@gmail.com 
 
484-269-9097c 
Tyson & Carson Wocklish 
1899 Robinhill Ct.  
Tucker, GA  30084 
t.wocklish@gmail.com 

~Message cont’d from pg. 1 
 

What does the world expect of you? Then he gives them a year -long 
assignment: think of an idea to change the world - and put it into action. 
One student, Trevor McKinney envisions a plan he calls “Pay It 
Forward”. The concept is simple. A person helps three people. You 
have to do something really big, something they can’t do for 
themselves. In return, those three people help three people. The 
multiplying factor means that it can get big - really fast. There’s the idea. 
Putting it into action, though, becomes the real story. Trevor shares his 
wisdom, “It’s hard. You can’t plan it. You have to watch people more; 
keep an eye on them to protect them. They can’t always see what they 
need. It’s your big chance to fix something that’s not like your bike.” 
Through Trevor’s own efforts, the movie explores if such an idea - pay 
it forward - is possible. When Mr. Simonet gives the assignment, he 
encourages the students, “It’s possible. The realm of possibility exists 
where? In each of you. So you can do it. You can surprise us. It’s up to 
you.” 
 

The Gift Economy 
 

I think this is part of the message Jesus is sharing with his disciples in 
this final discourse that explains how followers of Jesus should be living 
during the delay before his return. In 1916, Lily Hardy Hammond, a 
prominent southern woman’s gospel movement activist, wrote, “You 
don’t pay love back; you pay it forward.” Love is a gift. While Jesus 
speaks in a language of resources, in investment, in losses and gains, 
he’s actually teaching about a different kind of economy. He’s teaching 
about a gift economy. 
 

The story begins with a magnanimous act of generosity. The master 
gives three slaves varying amounts of talents. One talent can be 
translated in Jesus’ day to a unit of money with the equivalent value of 
earnings for approximately 14 and a half years of work. So essentially, 
five talents equates to the income of more than a lifetime of work. Some 
might say they have just the won the lottery and can quit their job. The 
man who is about to leave for an unknown amount of time entrusts 
people with extraordinary wealth and its relative power and 
responsibility. There are no directions given. It is a gift, freely and 
generously offered. 
 

In her book, Braiding Sweetgrass, Robin Wall Kimmerer seeks to 
describe what she calls a gift economy. Through the lens of her Native 
American heritage and her career and passion for botany, Kimmerer 
views a “world full of gifts simply scattered at your feet” (23). She is 
referring to the gift of wild strawberries that her family would transform 
into her father’s birthday present. Wild strawberry shortcake. She 
explains, 

A gift comes to you through no action of your own, free, having 
moved toward you without your beckoning. It is not a reward; 
you cannot earn it, or call it to you, or even deserve it. And yet 
it appears. Your only role is to be open-eyed and present. Gifts 
exist in a realm of humility and mystery - as with random acts 
of kindness, we do not know their source (23-4).           

      ~cont’d on pg. 4 
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~Message cont’d from pg. 3 

As a result, a gift creates an ongoing relationship. By the very 

fundamental nature of a gift, it cannot be bought. Instead, gifts 

move and the more they are shared, their value increases with 

every passage. Kimmerer says, “the currency of a gift economy 

is, at its root, reciprocity” (28).  

This is a very different kind of economy than a market economy 

that focuses on private goods. When we buy something, the 

transaction is complete. It’s once and done. In the economy of 

gifts, one also receives the nourishment of human 

relationships. There is a bond that is shared. This was Trevor’s 

experience as he launched his project to change the world one 

person at a time and discovered reciprocity, in paying it 

forward, and a great multiplier effect. Like Mr. Simonet, Jesus 

turns over his greatest treasure with confidence in the people, 

saying, “It’s possible. The realm of possibility exists where? In 

each of you. So you can do it. You can surprise us. It’s up to 

you.” 

Hidden Figures 

Now for our second feature film, Hidden Figures. In the early 

1960s, the United States was locked in a Space Race with the 

Soviet Union, competing to achieve firsts in spaceflight. While 

Russia was first to have a man orbit the earth, NASA was 

determined to launch their own manned rocket, which they did. 

On February 20, 1962, John Glenn successfully orbited earth 

three times. This is what all of the world watched. What we didn’t 

know, until more recently, is the people who worked behind the 

scenes to make this happen. The movie, Hidden Figures, 

narrates the story of three African American women, Dorothy 

Vaughan, Katherine Johnson, and Mary Jackson, who were 

paramount in the success of this launch. Their stories are 

miraculous. They worked at NASA during a time of segregation 

and Jim Crow laws. They worked for NASA as mathematicians 

and engineers when women were not even allowed to attend 

high security meetings. These women literally worked their way 

out of the basement to ensure John Glenn’s mission was 

successful. Their contributions, along with numerous men and 

women throughout history, have been hidden. There are even 

more people whose gifts have been buried, never to be revealed, 

developed, or used. 

The People Business 

The work of the kin-dom rests entirely on people. It’s the very 

nature of Jesus’ ministry. It’s a people business. When Jesus 

seeks out his students, he walks alongside the shore of the sea 

and calls out to the people tending broken nets and struggling 

day by day to harvest fish from the waters. As he calls them, he 

counters the very essence of their work with, “Follow me, and I 

will make you fish for people” (Matthew 4:18-22). They drop their 

nets; they left behind their boats. Once again we see a new 

shape to economics. The disciples move from a business of 

making money, a market economy, to a business of 

compassionate love of God and others, a gift economy. In this 

story, the man leaving offers an opportunity for others to lead, 

grow, take chances, and make a difference. When we open the 

doors for everyone to participate where otherwise we might do it 

alone or only with people we “trust,” the impossible happens. 

In addition to showing us what we should do, Jesus also offers 

an example of what not to do. Burying the gift - holding onto it 

and doing nothing with it - is unacceptable. In no way does that 

help the common good. The slave who buries his talent explains 

that his actions are a result of fear. He didn’t want to risk losing 

any of it. In doing nothing, he has lost so much. I believe that we 

bury more than we realize, just in the way that we fail to love, 

value, and include all of creation. 

Often times we bury people. We pre-determine their value based 

on race, class, gender, ableism, citizenship, sexual orientation, 

language, and level of education. Many people are taught at an 

early age that there are certain things they can never do. Mary 

Jackson became the first Black female engineer after fighting in 

court to attend classes at a then segregated high school. Dorothy 

Vaughan led NASA in the installation of its first IBM, training an 

entire team of black female mathematicians. Under her 

supervision, a team of white mathematicians joined them. 

Katherine Jackson, well, she figured out the mathematical 

formulas and hand calculated Glenn’s entire mission and safe 

return home. There are a lot of people we put in basements or 

refuse access to schools, jobs, and communities. I think about 

Haiti, where there is an unemployment rate of 80%, where 

children do not have access to education. I think about our prison 

systems, where 3 million men and women are locked up in a free 

country. I think about schools, where reasoning, written 

expression, and critical thinking are favored over creative forms 

of expression, like visual arts, dance, and music. I think about 

indigenous people, who are losing their culture because their 

elders are dying with the language they couldn’t teach. Just like 

the multiplier works in making things big, when we exclude 

people or fail to lift them up, there is a repeated subtraction that 

is equally as big. We bury people’s gifts, wisdom, and love. 

People like John Glenn, Dorothy Vaughan, Katherine Johnson, 

and Mary Jackson were able to go where others couldn’t. They 

made the way for others. They surprise us; they open our eyes 

to see all people. If it is that everything God creates is a gift, then 

it is imperative that we welcome and receive the gifts in our lives.  
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The gifts weave us together in one human relational knot. It’s 

imperative we recognize that God entrusts all people with gifts, 

that all of creation is participating in this one great story. It’s the 

only way we can truly experience the power of the multiplier - the 

glory of God. 

It all begins with a gift, so I want to leave you with this. If you 

haven’t seen them yet, go watch the double feature, Pay It 

Forward and Hidden Figures. Gather other people and lots of 

snacks. These stories are truly inspiring. I also want to share with 

you one of my favorite quotes. Famous last words you might say. 

In his book, “The Clown in the Belfry: Writings on Faith and 

Fiction,” Frederick Buechner writes: 

The unexpected sound of your name on somebody’s 

lips. The good dream. The odd coincidence. The 

moment that brings tears to your eyes. The person who 

brings life to your life. Maybe even the smallest events 

hold the greatest clues. If it is God we are looking for, as 

I suspect we all are, even if we don’t think it that way and 

wouldn’t use such language on a bet, maybe the reason 

we haven’t found him is that we are not looking in the 

right places....Whatever you do with your life--- whatever 

you end up achieving or not achieving--- the great gift 

you have in you to give to the world is the gift of who you 

alone are; your way of seeing things, and saying things, 

and feeling about things, that is like nobody else’s. If so 

much as a single one of you were missing, there would 

be an empty place at the great feast of life that nobody 

else in all creation could fill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord and proclaim His greatness.  Let the whole world 
know what He has done.  ~ Psalm 105:1 

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts 
…and be thankful. ~ Colossians 3”15  

Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you.  ~ 1 Thessalonians 5:18 
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Are you looking for some unique and personalized gifts for your friends or 
family members? Then don’t miss this exciting Christmas event! 

 

Kids and youth will gather in the social hall to create plenty of crafts and goodies 
that we will wrap & take home to give as gifts to those we love on Christmas 

morning. This is a great opportunity to celebrate the season with others, eat some 
yummy snacks, and leave with some great gifts to share.  

 

Adults – we need your help to make this a success! There will be multiple craft 
stations, and some kids may need an extra hand. We will also have a station for 

wrapping the gifts that would need adult supervision. Would you consider manning 
a station and helping assist the kids in creating their  

craft or help them to wrap their gifts?  
If so, please let me know ASAP (Rebecca Doran: 717-579-6441) 

 
If you would like to participate, but prefer not to meet in person, we are able 
to connect with you via Zoom. We would love for you to join us at 2pm, and we 

can virtually walk you to each craft station! Please let us know if this is your 
preference so that we can deliver craft materials to you ahead of time. Let me 

know by December 8th if you want to join us via Zoom – see phone number above - 
or if you are an adult who is willing to help. This will give us time to prepare the 

crafts, as well as ensure we do not exceed  
our maximum limit for people gathering in one area. 

December 13th at 2pm - Christmas Gift Craft Day 
 

“This nation will remain the land 
of the free only so long as it is the 
home of the brave.” – Elmer Davis 


