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Sunday, Nov. 15th @ 9 AM 
ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 

 

1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 

Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP by PC 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09
HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181  
Password: 082013 

 

Calvary Weekly Connection 

 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE –  
Giving Through Week 45 
 

Current Year thru 11/08/20      
Received YTD      $233,850       
Annual Budget    $320,000    
%Rec’d to Date         73.1%      
 
Last Year thru        11/09/19 
Received YTD        $273,270 
Annual Budget      $308,162 
%Rec’d to Date          88.7% 

 

 2020 STATE OF THE CHURCH REPORT 
by Pastor Tamie Scalise 

 

I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 

you go. ~Joshua 1:9 
 

No one could predict where we would go in 2020. No one could 

have imagined the closing of doors, from businesses to schools to 

churches. No one could have predicted the ferocity and speed in 

which disease and death could move globally. No one could have 

believed it possible that George Floyd would be murdered at the 

knee of a white police officer. The turbulent rise of racial, economic, 

and political unrest was unforeseen. Except, the Judeo-Christian 

faith tradition recognizes the turbulence, the troubles, and the 

mystery of life that all of humanity shares. Our faith is a direct 

response to life in such a time as this, in its chaos and suffering. 

When today does not make sense, when it isolates, separates, and 

divides us, when uncertainty is all we can see, faith alone is our 

liberation. Christ frees us to witness grace and be the force of grace 

as God does the impossible. Faith alone offers us strength, 

perseverance, and hope. 
 

In September 2019, our Rally Day embraced the theme, 
“Remember Courageous Trusting.” We built a tower of 
remembrance stones at the altar as dry ground on which we could 
always stand. This is the story of the Israelites at the banks of the 
Jordan River when they could see their Promised Land, and yet, 
they doubted its possibility.  

                ~cont’d pg. 3 

 

PASTOR TAMIE WILL BE ON VACATION 
November 16th- 22nd.  Bob Wagner, CLM, will 
provide emergency pastoral coverage (610-796-
0111 hm or 610-406-7038c), and Craig 
Caltagirone will bring the message during the 
9AM Zoom service on Sunday, November 22nd. 

The most obvious lesson in Christ's 
teaching is that there is no happiness in 
having or getting anything, but only in 
giving. ~ Henry Drummond 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Transporters: 
 

Looking for a way to serve that require a time commitment of less than an 
hour a month?  Calvary needs an individual or couple to transport the food 
ministry items collected here at Calvary up to Zion E.C. Church, prior to the 
food distribution on the third Saturday of each month.  This delivery could be 
done on either that Thursday or Friday morning between 8:30 and 10:30.  If 
you are willing to take on this responsibility, contact Jerry Kinsel, phone 610-
334-4983, for further details or questions. 
 

Jerry Kinsel, Calvary's MCFM liaison 

MIFFLIN FOOD MINISTRY 
 

On December 19th, we will be distributing a holiday 
meal, along with a small gift bag to each family 
member.  All items are donated and are not 
acquired with any monetary donations.  We are 
prepared with gifts items for adult females as well 
as all children.  However, we still need some adult 
men items.   Some items we are requesting are as 
follows: 
 

 Small hand sanitizers   Men’s body wash 
 Shaving cream             Men’s Deodorant 
 Small shampoos           Flashlights 
 Throw blankets             Hand warmers 

 

 

Page 2 

Nick & Chrissy 

Stauffer – 

Nephew of Yvonne 

Davies & his wife; 

will be going back 

to Haiti as part of a 

mission trip to 

continue building a 

house 

Ain’t No Stoppin’ Us Now! 
 

It’s Calvary’s on-going new theme 
& mantra, because despite 
COVID…despite the deep divisions 
in our country…Calvary goes on.  
Our worship, our ministries, and 
our positive presence in the 
Mohnton community goes on.  
God’s work, in and through the 
hands, feet, and hearts of our 
members, goes on! 
 

Last Sunday, in addition to hearing 
a moving and inspiring Veterans 
Day message from John Gingrich, 
those present also viewed an 
informative and creative video on 
stewardship made by Rebecca 
Doran & Craig Caltagirone.  If you 
missed it, go to the following 
YouTube address & enjoy: 
 

https://youtu.be/eZ6PEiStdHc 
 

After hearing the scripture & the 
sermon message, then watching 
the stewardship video, Pastor 
Tamie made the following key 
remarks below. 
 
 
 

What an incredible testimony to the faithful, servant-hearted mission of this faith community! As you can see, Calvary 

Church, that even in the chaos, uncertainties, and struggles, we keep our light shining before others. In this time of delay, 

we continue faithful action. Through God’s grace and abundance, our lamps are burning. It’s important that we celebrate 

it and be grateful. If we are to sustain this work, especially in these unprecedented times, we must keep our lamps filled 

with oil. 
 

As we approach the end of 2020, our church once again faces a budget deficit of almost $40,000. We know from the 

pattern of the last several years, that we will face this same dilemma next year. At the same time, this church family is 

known to dig deep and respond when needs are identified. In response to this need for the operational budget of Calvary 

Church, I want to ask three things: 
 

1) To reduce the current anticipated deficit, I am asking each household to consider a one-time additional giving of 
$300. Any amount - no matter how small or big - will be received with gratitude. 

2) So that we are not facing a similar deficit at the end of next year, I am asking each household to consider a monthly 
increase of $75 to $100 in your giving during 2021. 

3) Finally, I ask that you consider on-line giving if you haven’t done so yet. This ensures a more consistent giving. The 
process is simple. Call Janet at the office and complete the required form.  

 

Folks, let’s keep our torches burning. Ain’t no stoppin’ us now! 

 

https://youtu.be/eZ6PEiStdHc


~ State of the Church cont’d from page 1 

God parted the raging waters so the Israelites could cross on dry 

ground. Here they built their own tower of stones to bear witness 

to the steadfast love of a God who always goes with them and 

does the impossible. This is the steadfast faith in which we 

started, on which we had to fall back on, and on which we moved 

forward in unprecedented times such as these. 
 

STARTING IN STEADFAST FAITH 
 

With God’s grace, the year began with new possibilities. There 

was energy and vision around developing an intergenerational 

ministry titled “A Person’s A Person, No Matter How Young.” 

Children and families were integrated into worship as leaders, and 

there was intentionality around developing relationships between 

our youngest and oldest and everyone in-between. With the heart 

of servants, we served a Thanksgiving meal to the community 

with a coat giveaway and commissioned mission teams for 

serving in North Carolina and India. A new membership class 

engaged inquiring people and lay leaders to grapple with the 

mysteries of faith and living as followers of Christ. Twelve people 

joined Calvary Church! Inspired by a lifelong member of Calvary, 

we began the Lenten season with a special service in which we 

blessed crosses and accepted the invitation to take up our cross 

and follow Jesus. The significance of this act would soon be 

revealed. 
 

FALLING BACK IN STEADFAST FAITH 
 

In March 2020, church as we always lived it came to an abrupt 

halt. With the rapid rise of Covid-19 cases and deaths, the state-

mandated shutdowns closed the doors of the church. Though our 

doors closed, the church is and always will be open. Regardless 

of our inability to be in the church building, we remain the living 

body of Christ. The saints of Calvary Church relied on their 

steadfast faith of a life-giving, merciful God who goes with us. In 

this spirit, we prioritized sustaining connections with one another 

and our community. This is the lifeline that allowed the Holy Spirit 

to work through us and disabled the isolation and fear that 

interferes with our presence of peace, love, and hope.  

With the grace of God, Calvary Church responded with profound 

faith, compassion, courage, and creativity in the following ways: 

• developed a phone chain in which people made and/or 
received phone calls for casual conversation, comfort, and 
sharing of needs 

• launched an on-line Zoom worship service, including a time 
to share petitions and joys, diverse music, children and 
youth participation, and creative videos and readings 

• published a weekly newsletter to keep everyone spiritually 
nourished and informed 

• purchased large print Bibles for nursing homes 

• acquired funding through the Paycheck Protection Program 

• established a Pandemic Response Team to develop health 
and safety protocols 

• maintained Calvary Care Summer Camp program despite 
rigid mitigation protocols, high costs, and low enrollment 
and ensured quality care for the children of those working. 

 

In our courageous trusting of the God of Life, we stood strong in 

the traumatic beginnings of the pandemic. Our life together as a 

faith community reshaped itself and compassionately expressed 

itself in deep love for God and others. 
 

MOVING FORWARD IN STEADFAST FAITH 
 

At first, the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic seemed a temporary 

pause; today, we recognize that we are running a marathon. As 

we step out in faith, we do so intentionally and compassionately, 

holding in tension that which we have been, what we are now, 

and that which we might become.  
 

As we navigated what it means to open the doors of the church, 

Calvary Church chose to “join small” throughout the summer. 

Calvary Church was hosting Calvary Care Summer Camp while 

also completing a construction project on a ramp. With the 

limitations around large group gatherings and building space, we 

recognized the infinite possibilities of a small group ministry. As a 

result, staff and lay leaders organized an additional seven new 

small groups that met on Zoom, porches, and other creative open 

spaces. Family and youth activities included mini golf and movie 

nights on the side lawn. We used the very nature of this moment 

to cultivate a small group culture. Next, we added a Sunday 

evening outdoor worship twice a month to the weekly Zoom 

service. It provided us a safe space to join in spirit and body. 

Cameras were installed in the sanctuary. Currently, we are 

learning about the technology and how to launch a livestream 

service so that we can safely offer in-house worship while 

expanding connections with the church family and wider 

community. At the same time, we face many challenges. 

Wyomissing Valley Preschool temporarily closed this fall due to 

low enrollment and lack of staff. Giving has been significantly less. 

The budget, already overextended, must be revised. Many in our 

church family wonder if people will return once the doors are 

opened. The pandemic and the social unrest remains with no end 

in sight. 
 

The pews are empty, the sanctuary is quiet, and we miss the hugs 

and voices and gatherings. Calvary Church disciples have been 

deployed. Though we may not be in the building we call church, 

we remain the Church. We are Christ’s body made new. Our faith 

calls us to trust in the resurrection, to remain faithful to our God 

who is with us wherever we go. Our faith is walking, steadied and 

guided by Jesus the Christ, our Liberator. 
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Veterans Day Remarks by John Gingrich [delivered during the 11/08/20 9AM Zoom Service] 

I’m an Air Force retiree, and Pastor Tamie asked me to say a few words in recognition of Veterans Day.  

What would be more appropriate than to focus on those veterans who were, and are, members of our 

church?  I hope you have noticed on the wall to your right just before you enter the sanctuary a large 

plaque which recognizes those Calvary Members who served in WWII.  It’s an impressing memorial; 

there are 70 names on it.  Seventy men and women from a congregation of perhaps 450 members.  

That’s 15% of the congregation in uniform. 

When you read those names, many are familiar – W. Richard Eshelman, a Navy veteran.  Dick, to those who knew him well, judge to those who 

appeared before him in court. There’s John Werner – we remember Jack – he was the smiling head usher who never failed to greet you as you 

entered church.  Jack was part of the D-Day invasion at Utah Beach in Normandy. At the bottom of the plaque is John Rowe – John graduated 

from Mohnton High School in May 1945.  The war in Europe had just ended, but John enlisted in the Navy, fully expecting to participate in what 

would be a bloody invasion of Japan. 

There are other lifetime members of Calvary on that plaque. Mark Fichthorn was a cook in the Navy and returned home to use those skills 

overseeing spaghetti suppers at Calvary. There’s Herb Morton; he came home and established a contracting business, building homes in Mohnton.  

These men are just a few of those who served and then came home and continued to serve but in 

different ways.  Another longtime member of Calvary is Paul Wiest.  Paul was awarded a Silver 

Star for gallantry.  Talking with Paul after a church supper I asked him if he had ever been back to 

those battlefields.  Paul’s voice quivered as he answered, “I could never go back.”  Sixty years after 

Paul earned his Silver Star, the memories were still too vivid.   

Looking more closely at the names, you notice 5 of them have a gold asterisk.  Melvin Hatt – William 

Bickel – Russell Epler – Paul Espig – Walter Moffett.  These men never came home.  Who 

remembers them?  Perhaps only my sister-in-law, Shirley Miller, and other 90+ year old members 

of Calvary.  To the rest of us they are just names on a rarely noticed memorial.  We can only 

speculate what they might have accomplished.  One of those names, Russell Epler, was the brother 

of Bob Epler.  Many of us remember Bob and his wife, Gladys, who were such staunch active 

members of our church.  My wife, Barbara, who grew up in Mohnton, said she remembered very clearly when word spread like wildfire through 

Mohnton that Russell had been killed in action.  Russell’s family made the decision to have his body interred in a military cemetery in France.  

Some years ago, Barbara and I were planning to visit northern France and the D-Day beaches. We told Bob we would like to visit Russell’s grave.  

Bob had tears in his eyes, he was so grateful that Barbara still remembered his brother and that we would take time from a vacation to visit his 

grave.  We did visit Russell’s grave, surrounded by 4,000 of his fellow soldiers, in a beautiful, impeccably maintained cemetery in Brittany.   

Barbara and I were fortunate in being able to visit Europe a number of times and often made visits to American military cemeteries and those of 

other countries.  It was interesting, sad, but interesting, to learn how different countries honor their war dead.  French military gravesites have only 

the name of the soldier, a rose bush, and three words – died for France.  British headstone crosses often contain a short personal phrase such 

as – died for king and country – forever missed by Jane and the children – always in our hearts – gone but not forgotten - - -heartwarming and 

heart rending tributes to those forever separated from their families.  German cemeteries, and there are some in France, offer a stark contrast to 

the familiar American sea of white crosses interspersed with an occasional Star of David.  German headstones are a somber, black, almost 

depressing, granite cross.  Visiting these cemeteries, be they American, French, British, or German, was always an intensely sobering but very 

satisfying experience. 

In 1978, what was traditionally Armistice Day, which celebrated the end of WWI, officially became Veterans Day, honoring all veterans.  On 

Wednesday we will have a few tributes to veterans, such as free meals at some restaurants or perhaps a brief wreath hanging ceremony at a 

cemetery.  But we will remember, give thanks to, or say a prayer for those 70 men and women, particularly those with a gold asterisk – Melvin 

Hatt – William Bickel – Russell Epler – Paul Espig – Walter Moffett.  Few of us today can say that we knew them, but that doesn’t give us the 

privilege of forgetting them and those like them who never came home to a parade or a free meal on Veterans Day.  In the early dark days of 

World War II, Prime Minister Winston Churchill gave an inspiring speech to his embattled countrymen in which he urged his audience and their 

fellow Britons to never give in – never give in – never give in.  I believe it is appropriate on this Veterans Day for all of us to – never forget – never 

forget – never forget. 
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Few of us today can 
say that we knew 

them, but that doesn’t 
give us the privilege of 

forgetting them and 
those like them who 
never came home… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW ADDRESS 
 

Gladys Herbst 

Mifflin Center 

500 E. Philadelphia Ave. 

Shillington, PA  19607 

 

 

 

THURSDAY AM BIBLE STUDY ZOOM 

ACCESS 
[Note addition of passcode!] 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87236284042 
 

Meeting ID: 872 3628 4042 

Passcode: 822479 (NEW) 
 

Dial by your location if using a land line 

to attend: 

+1 646 558 8656 
 

Meeting ID: 872 3628 4042 

Passcode: 822479 (NEW) 

 

 

16 –  Bob Erb, Jr. 
  113 Pennypacker Rd. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 
16 –  Bryn Wambaugh 
 23 Lindsay Ct. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 
17 –  Janet Wagner 
 644 Haig Blvd. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 
17 –  Cindy Fortunato 
 1737 Alden Ln. 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 

 
20 –  Becky Giles 
 1151 Kestrel Dr. 

Salisbury, MD  21804 
 
20 –  Joshua Myers 
 51 Guigley Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 
21 –  Guy Lombardo 

 202 Roxberry Dr. 
Sinking Spg., PA  19608 
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A variety of gifts may be given in honor of or in memory of loved   ones.  Please indicate your choice(s) below.  
All gifts must be received by Tuesday, December 15th.  Checks may be made payable to “Calvary UMC” with 
the gift designation in the memo section.  The list of dedications will be printed in the Calvary Connection. 
 
_____ Support Family Promise* ($10 each) _____ UMCOR [United Methodist Committee on Relief] ($10) 
_____ Good Shepherd Mission ($10)          
 
 

NAME: ____________________________________Env. #______________ 
           (if applicable) 
IN HONOR OF ____________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IN MEMORY OF: __________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail your donation and dedication(s) to: 
Calvary UMC, Attn: J. Dearstyne, 1 West Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA  19540 

 

*see more about the work 
of Family Promise on pg. 8 

The Monday Night Women’s 
Fellowship & Spiritual Growth Small 

Group continues to meet weekly at 
6:30PM in the home of Sara Erb (113 

Pennypacker Ave., Mohnton).  
 

Last Monday evening they started a 4-
week video study entitled, “The 

Belonging Project”.  They will then 
take a holiday break, starting up again 
on Jan. 11th to begin a new discussion 

topic entitled Fierce. 
There’s room for 2 more!  If interested, 
please contact Sara @ 484-663-1548. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go Light Your World 
[Sermon Message by Pastor Tamie; Scripture: Matthew 25:1-13] 

 

Galatians 5:22-23 says, “By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. There is no law against such things.”  We are in a season of 
patience. There couldn’t be a more opportune time to hear a story about 
waiting, to contemplate how to live in the midst of a delay, to be reminded 
of the fruit of the spirits, especially patience. It is so important for all of us 
to reach deep into our spirits and recognize the power of patience. 
 

Our nation is still living a presidential election with the greatest turnout in 
voters and a close race that shows just how divided The United States is. 
The impact of this election resonates with everyone. I ask you… 
Be patient with the election process; 
Be patient with those who differ politically; 
Be patient with those who seek answers to questions; 
Be patient in a time of transition; 

Be patient. 
 

Our nation is still living a pandemic with rising cases of Covid-19 globally. As a result of this crisis, our 
healthcare systems, the economy, schools, and everyday living are impacted. Uncertainty remains. I ask 
you… 
 

Be patient with the creation and distribution of a vaccine; 
Be patient with all leaders doing the best they can in the moment; 
Be patient with the mitigation strategies; 
Be patient with others who feel and respond differently than you; 
Be patient. 
 

Patience is just one of the fruits of the spirits. We also need to draw on kindness, self-control, joy, generosity, 
love, peace, and faithfulness. A faithful follower of Jesus works to develop many tools for living in this time of 
wars and persecutions, violence and disease, hurricanes and earthquakes, in this time before eternity. 
 

Our scripture reading this morning couldn’t be a more perfect point of reflection for what we are living today. 
In this parable, we discover just how difficult a delay can be. The parable of the Wise and Foolish Maidens 
comes from the last of five major blocks of Matthew’s teachings designed to address the delayed realization 
of Jesus’ promise of the kin-dom of heaven. Like book ends, this parable rubs against teachings found in the 
Sermon on the Mount, which is the first discourse. Toward the start of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus 
instructs, “let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). In this parable of the anticipated bridegroom, maidens with lamps, and the 
wedding banquet, we discover an allegory of how faithful disciples of Christ should be living with Jesus 
imploring us, “keep alert”. 
 

It helps to understand the cultural context of this parable, because it is grounded in the wedding customs of 
that time. Tradition holds that the guests of a wedding assemble at the home of the bride where the bride’s 
parents entertain the guests. Meanwhile, everyone waits with great anticipation for the arrival of the groom. 
When the groom approaches, they light torches and meet the groom for a festive procession to his home. The 
groom’s parents receive the guests for the ceremony and wedding banquet that would last for days. In this 
story, there is a delay. The bridegroom arrives late. 
 

Essentially there is only one difference between the wise and foolish maidens. All ten bridesmaids dress for 
the wedding and carry lamps; they identify the bridegroom as “Lord, Lord”; no one stays awake. The wise 
bridesmaids simply have extra oil. They are prepared for the unexpected delay with the resources to sustain 
them. Here lies the only difference between the wise and foolish maidens - faithful action keeps their light 
shining before others even in the face of delay. 

~cont’d on pg. 7 
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~Message cont’d from pg. 6 
 
Jesus instructs, “let your light shine before 
others.” Jesus also teaches us that this isn’t 
so easy, especially when we live in 
uncertainty. We see how weary we can 
become - when we are excluded or shamed, 
battling illness or addictions, overcoming 
violence or persecution. We find ourselves 
without adequate resources to sustain our 
light - in hunger and poverty, in fear and 
loneliness, in loss of employment or divorce. 
We even need to sleep - for healing and 
restoration and renewal. Jesus longs for all 
of us to be prepared, to keep alert as we wait 
at the gate of heaven.  
 

The challenge is to keep enough oil for our 
torches to burn bright. We can’t assume that 
we have enough knowledge, faith, or love. 
All fruit needs to be nourished. Faithful 
discipleship calls us into community where 
we study and pray, where we share in acts 
of mercy and justice, where we receive and 
offer forgiveness, where we feast at the 
table and share the mystery of faith: Christ 
has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come 
again! At this banquet we experience a 
foretaste of that great wedding banquet. 
Christ comes when we live in this message 
of resurrection and hope; Christ comes 
when we are his living torch in this time of 
delay. 
 

Yaya shared with me his favorite song, “Go 
Light Your World,” and I am sharing it with 
you this morning.  It says… 
 

There is a candle in every soul 
Some brightly burning, some dark and cold 
There is a Spirit who brings a fire 
Ignites a candle and makes his home 
 

So carry your candle, run to the darkness 
Seek out the helpless, confused and torn 
Hold out your candle for all to see it 
Take your candle, and go light your world 
 
Today is the day the Lord has made. It’s the 
day we gather and refuel - in the Word, in 
community, in prayer and song, in laughter 
and surprises. This is a season of patience. 
It is especially a season when we need most 
Christ’s message of hope. Folks, today is 
the day. Take your candle, and go light your 
world! 

Mary Ann Billingsley and family - A close friend of 
Terry Stephenson hospitalized w/Covid-19; alone 
without being able to have family with her. 
 

Joan Etchberger - Companion of Dave Svetz, 
abdominal mass found; will eventually have surgery 
at Hershey. No biopsies as of yet have been done. 
 

Gladys and Don Herbst are both at the Mifflin 
Center, Shillington, in separate rooms.  Gladys has 
been diagnosed with vascular dementia and is in a 
unit on the 2nd fl.  Don is in Rm. 117.  Like so many 
other families, COVID is restricting any family 
visitation. 
 

Ken Greene – Name given by Terry Stephenson; Ken 
not recovering well from aortic valve replacement 
 

Angie Juckem – Breast biopsy on 3 calcification sites 
 

Ruth MacBride – Mother of Laura Conlin; 
hospitalized several times for pulmonary/heart 
failure issues 
 

Janet Mohn - Diagnosed with brain cancer, moved 
from the Berkshire Rehab in Exeter to the Mifflin 
Center in Shillington; updated contact information to 
follow. 
 

Deb Owen – Continuing to slowly recover at home 
from surgery to remove a skull-based tumor; sight 
not affected; receiving PT & OT to regain strength 
and coordination; will likely need a send surgery; 
Deb and her family are in need of continual prayers. 
 

Nick & Chrissy Stauffer¬ Nephew of Yvonne Davies; 
will be going back to Haiti as part of a mission trip to 
continue building a house 
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Family Promise of Berks County believes in keeping families together and 
youth off the streets while providing hope, a new beginning and 
opportunities for change. 
 

Their mission is to help families and youth experiencing homelessness 
achieve sustainable independence through a community-based response is 
made possible through the help of caring partners and individuals. 
 

They mobilize a wide network of volunteers to help them deliver shelter, 
permanent housing & supportive services for a fraction of the cost of 
traditional models. 
 

~ Hospitality Network ~ 
 

A 90-day intensive program offering shelter, meals, case management, 
financial literacy, job placement assistance & more to homeless families 
with children. They serve families of all composition, keeping them together 
in safe, private, home-like settings through their network of partnering 
congregations. 
 

~ U-Turn ~ 
 

Advocacy, case management, shelter, permanent housing, transportation & 
more to at risk & homeless youth. A Drop-In Center operates Tuesdays & 
Thursdays from 3-6 pm offering youth a place to shower, cook, do laundry, 
access computers, peer connections and dedicated staff. 
 

~ Rent & Utility Assistance ~ 
 

Temporary financial assistance to eligible County residents with 
limited income, facing an eviction or utility shut off. Rapid Rehousing & 
Prevention services help keep families in their homes avoiding 
homelessness. 

Finding New Ways 
During COVID-19 

[email excerpt from Executive Director, 
Elise Chesson] 

 

Our work in the past months has 

pivoted toward diversion, prevention, 

and rapid rehousing but we have never 

ceased to serve vulnerable families and 

youth through our 3 core 

programs…The reality for Berks County 

this winter during "code blue" is that 

local emergency shelters have reduced 

capacity and there will only be 25 

emergency shelter beds for women 

and children. So it is truly important for 

us to come together to create 

solutions. At Family Promise of Berks, 

we are working on a combination of 

initiatives including a static site and an 

“Apartment Shelter Project” – a 

successful initiative of an FP affiliate in 

Indianapolis.   

The Apartment Shelter Project is a new 

initiative where FPBC would rent and 

furnish apartments in the name of the 

organization, and through an 

agreement with the property 

manager/owner(s), would use each 

apartment as a temporary shelter for a 

family with children experiencing 

homelessness. The goal of the program 

is for the family to achieve permanent 

housing of their own, either by taking 

over the lease of the apartment, or by 

finding a permanent housing solution 

elsewhere. A family is generally 

expected to complete the program and 

secure housing within 90 days when 

possible, with the goal average length 

of stay being 60 days or less.  
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SPONSORING A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS 
 
Calvary’s new Family Small Group will be sponsoring a family currently under 
the care of Family Promise of Berks Cty.  After completing & submitting a 
Holiday Sponsorship form, they will receive a “Wish List” from their assigned 
family, and commit to providing  the requested gifts.  In addition, any 
member of Calvary who donates a special Christmas Gift (see the form on 
page 5) to Family Promise will also be helping that same family with their 
other current financial needs (food, gas, etc.) 
 

If any other small group, individual, or family in the church would like to 
sponsor a family for Christmas, please call or email the church office.  Janet 
will forward you the necessary request form.  If interested, act NOW! All 
sponsorship request forms must be received by Family Promise no later than 
Dec. 4th, with all wrapped gifts delivered back to Family Promise (325 N. 5th 
St., Reading) no later than Dec. 14th.   


