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Join in to hear a special 
message only offered during 

this service! 
 

Sunday, Nov.  8th@ 9 AM 
ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 

 

1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 

Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP by PC 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09
HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181  
Password: 082013 

 

Calvary Weekly Connection 

 

The Priceless Ticket 
[Pastor Tamie’s Message from Sunday, Nov. 1sth; Read Revelation 7:9-17] 

 
Imagine a seat at the most heavenly worship service ever possible. Front row ticket. Center stage. It’s only for you. 
Only your eyes bear witness to this ultimate mystery of God. When you set out to describe it, to tell what it is you 
experienced, there are just no words. So you turn to imagery, sensory language, and metaphor. This is the 
invitation: 

After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! And the first voice, which I heard speaking to 
me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” At once I 
was in the spirit, and there in heaven stood a throne, with one seated on the throne! And the one seated 
there looks like jasper and carnelian and around the throne is a rainbow that looks like an emerald. 
(Revelation 4:1-3) 

The voices are like a trumpet; a throne is surrounded by rainbows, shimmering like a green gem; the one on the 
throne appears like jewels of a glassy, brilliant orange crystal and a gem blended with yellow, brown, and reddish 
colors. It’s vibrant, dynamic, and breathtaking; it’s ineffable. Today we have the power of the photograph. Even 
when we take a picture of a most magnificent image, it cannot possibly capture the totality of that moment - the 
feel, the magnitude, the sheer glory. So even in your revelation, you claim, “You really had to be there.” This is the 
essence of The Revelation of John. As you read John’s revelation, you understand that if there’s one priceless 
ticket to the greatest show, this is it. 
 

For that reason, Revelation evokes more questions than answers; Revelation provokes intense emotions from its 
readers. When you hear the words from The Revelation of John what comes to mind? Does it draw up images of 
end times? Do you hear the angels singing or walk the streets of gold of the New Jerusalem? Do you tremble at 
the beasts or swim in the river of life? Does it evoke feelings of fear or comfort? 
 

As we seek meaning from today’s reading, it will help to orient ourselves around a few things. First, The Revelation 
of John is a pastoral letter written specifically to seven churches. In Greek, the title is apokalypsis, which means 
“unveiling” or “revelation.”  The author, John, reveals what God has shown him, especially as God’s vision runs 
counter to the earthly realm.                           ~cont’d on pg. 2 

 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Run the Glen 

Nov. 20 & 21 

a Trail Run Series 
 

Presented by Gretna Glen Camp & Retreat Center 
 

 

FRIDAY at 6PM & SATURDAY at 8AM 
*5K and 10K OPTIONS AVAILABLE ON SATURDAYS 

 

Chip Timed, Rolling Starts & Socially 

Distanced 
 

LEARN MORE AND REGISTER AT WWW.GRETNAGLEN.ORG 
 

Profits from this series will go to support Gretna 

Glen operations. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE –  
Giving Through Week 44 
 

Current Year thru 10/25/20      
Received YTD     $228,290        
Annual Budget     $320,000    
%Rec’d to Date        71.3%      
 
Last Year thru        10/26/19 
Received YTD       $262,309 
Annual Budget       $308,162 
%Rec’d to Date          85.1% 

 

 

       Food Transporters: 
 

       Looking for a way to  
       serve that requires 
       a time commitment  
      of less than an hour  
       a month?  Calvary 

needs an individual or couple to transport 
the food ministry items collected here at 
Calvary up to Zion E.C. Church, prior to the 
food distribution on the third Saturday of 
each month.  This delivery could be done 
on either that Thursday or Friday morning 
between 8:30 and 10:30.  If you are willing 
to take on this responsibility, contact Jerry 
Kinsel, phone 610-334-4983, for further 
details or questions. 
 

Jerry Kinsel  
Calvary's MCFM liaison 
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PASTOR TAMIE WILL BE ON VACATION 
November 16th- 22nd.  Bob Wagner, CLM, will 
provide emergency pastoral coverage (610-796-
0111 or 610-406-7038), and Craig Caltagirone 
will bring the message during the 9AM Zoom 
service on Sunday, November 22nd. 

PRAYER UPDATE 

610-406-8321c 

Laura Owen 

1715 Manning Way 

Colorado Springs, CO 80919 

laurajeanowen@gmail.com 

~Message cont’d from pg. 1 
 

It addresses a sociohistorical situation - the reign and 
terror of the Roman Empire in which people 
experienced severe political oppression. This pastoral 
letter intends to comfort its listeners, to envision a 
contrasting victory over their daily suffering and to 
provide hope. This is the ultimate resurrection 
message embodied in a communal worship of the 
Source of Life, offering all glory and honor for their 
salvation. 
 

Who are these saints that come to worship at the 
throne of God? This passage starts, “After this I 
looked…” The “this” is the numbering of the saved from 
the twelve tribes of Israel, the 144,000 servants in 
heaven marked with a seal on their forehead. The God 
of Israel redeems the people through which God’s 
steadfast love is made known. And after? A multitude 
arrives. A numberless multitude of every nation, of all 
tribes and peoples and languages! Even one of the 
elders is surprised, asking John, “Who are these?” The 
breadth of God’s steadfast grace is unfathomable. It is 
beyond ethnicity, beyond citizenship or nationality, 
beyond gender or sexual orientation, beyond 
educational level, job title, or the balance in your bank 
account. It’s a witness that we are unable to ascertain 
the power of God’s grace and redemption. The only 
title we need to claim is that of a child of God. 
 

From where did these saints come? The answer is 
they have “come out of the great ordeal.” For John, this 
was freedom from the oppressive forces of the Roman 
Empire and a New Jerusalem.          ~ cont’d pg. 3 

 

http://www.gretnaglen.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

09 –  Sue Altenderfer 
 101 Ridge St. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

09 –  Bob Koestel 
 255 Pennwyn Pl. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 
09 –  Doug Pearson 
 53 Shea Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 
13 –  Nathan Matz 
 13 Katie Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
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~Message cont’d from pg. 2 
 

It’s healing from a broken or diseased body. It’s fullness for those 
who hunger and thirst. It’s rest for those who labor tirelessly. It’s 
belonging for those who are lonely or forgotten or excluded. It’s 
peace for those at war. Their robes have been washed in blood and 
made white. Logic tells us, of course, that this is symbolic. Many of 
us see bloodshed as death. For Jews, though, blood is symbolic of 
life. There is life where blood flows. This multitude then put on the 
life of Christ, living the way of Christ. This is the hope into which we 
live through our ordeals, in confidence that God gathers us all to the 
throne where all our tears will be wiped away.  
 

What are these saints doing? They are celebrating and 
worshipping. All these saints are participating! Their voices are like 
trumpets! They are garbed in glowing white and waving palm 
leaves. The angels are on their knees. They sing! That’s what saints 
do. Sing! This is pure gratitude and joy. Worship is communal; it’s 
only in this grand gathering that God’s abounding grace can even 
begin to be comprehended, a small foretaste. God is that big and 
bigger! How can we possibly hear the good news? In dance and 
song with a multitude! John offers us the ultimate image of what 
communal worship is. I ask you, when you arrive at worship, in what 
spirit do you come? In what way do you participate? Do you cry out 
alleluia? Do you sing out with joy? Do you pour out your gratitude 
at the throne of God?  
 

This is All Saints Day - all saints for a reason. Today we honor and 
celebrate everyone who has gone ahead of us. What a blessing this 
morning to gather in remembrance of our saints, especially for 
those saints who finished their course in faith this year and now rest 
from their labor. There could be no greater celebration than to honor 
the saints who have loved us into being and to recognize that they 
remain with us always. And, today is our day of worship. We, too, 
are invited. We, too, are participating and continuing the work of the 
saints that have come before us. We, too, come with voices like 
trumpets, singing! We, too, celebrate the resurrection story. We, 
too, come to the throne of God. 
 

The priceless ticket to the greatest show - that’s yours today and 
every Sunday. It’s a ticket to what we call corporate worship. It’s 
how Christians begin their week. Often times people talk about The 
Revelation of John as the end time, as what will happen - this 
magnificent victory over death and evil resulting in a glorious eternal 
act of worship. As a resurrection faith, we believe the victory is 
already won. This is our starting point. This morning we are all 
invited to the Great Banquet with the Lamb shepherding us, that we 
may know that God’s house has many rooms for the multitudes 
from every nation, of every tribe and peoples and languages. At this 
table no one hungers, no one thirsts. God is the tent to protect all 
creation, and we drink from the springs of the water of life. Every 
tear is wiped away. This is the greatest show; each of us has the 
priceless ticket, given freely at no cost. Receive the invitation; 
accept the welcome. Here we find comfort; here we experience 
peace; here is our hope to carry with us this week 
 
Amen. 

 

He Goes Free of the Earth  
by Wendell Berry  
  

He goes free of the earth. 
The sun of his last day sets 
clear in the sweetness of his liberty. 
 

The earth recovers from his dying, 
the hallow is his life remaining 
in all his death leaves. 
 

Radiances know him. Grown lighter 
than breath, he is set free 
in our remembering. Grown brighter 
 

than vision, he goes dark 
into the life of the hill 

that holds his peace. 
 

He’s hidden among all that is, 
and cannot be lost. 

 



 

MIFFLIN FOOD MINISTRY 
 

On December 19th, we will be 
distributing a holiday meal, along with 
a small gift bag to each family 
member.  All items are donated and 
are not acquired with any monetary 
donations.  We are prepared with gifts 
items for adult females as well as all 
children.  However, we still need some 
adult men items.   Some items we are 
requesting are as follows: 
 

 Small hand sanitizers 
 Men’s body wash 
 Shaving cream 
 Men’s Deodorant 
 Small shampoos 
 Flashlights 
 Throw blankets 
 Hand warmers 

 

 

Solitude as soul care 
 

Richard J. Foster (Celebration of Discipline) says  
solitude is “more a state of mind and heart” than  
a place: “There is a solitude of the heart that can  
be maintained at all times. Crowds, or the lack of  
them, have little to do with this inward  
attentiveness.” 
 
Although Jesus preferred crowd-free alone times, that’s not 
always feasible. But no matter your surroundings and 
responsibilities, you can carve out intentional time to “be still” 
(Psalm 46:10). Try these tips for adding solitude to life’s rhythms: 
 
• Take a day. Every month or two, enjoy a day of solitude. Turn off 
your phone and spend the day with God. 
• Take an hour. Treat this time as an important calendar 
appointment. Keep it free to protect your solitude. 
• Take a minute. Before a big meeting or as you’re answering the 
phone, breathe deeply and invite God into the moment. 
 
—Janna Firestone 

Nov. 8th, 15th & 22nd 

PRAYER SHAWLS & LAP AFGHANS are available in the church narthex for 
anyone who might need one or who would like to offer one to a family 
member or friend.  Please call the church office to arrange a date/time to 
stop by and choose one.   
 

COPIES OF THE NOV/DEC Upper Room Devotional are available on the 
Gathering Area.  Again, call the church office to arrange to pick up a copy. 
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