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Sunday, September 20th @ 9 AM 
ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 

 

1-646-558-8656; Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 
Password: 082013 

 

ZOOM WORSHIP by Computer Device 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181; Password: 082013 
 

Calvary Weekly Connection 

 

FOLLOW:  Jesus Leads Us 
[Read John 15:9-17; Sermon message from 9/20] 

 

Destination 

Have you ever gone someplace where you have a good idea of 

how to get there? It usually means driving circles, searching out 

landmarks, and maybe even making a quick call for verification. 

Today, with Google maps and GPS systems, the “I’ve got a good 

idea of where I am going” should be a distant reality. The GPS is 

a staple “follow me” tool today. Last summer my parents, Ana, 

and I went to a ranch in Ohio. My dad was driving with me as co-

pilot. Co-piloting today is typically easy; you just turn on the GPS 

and away you go. While going out to Ohio, I discovered that Dad’s 

GPS insisted we reroute away from the turnpike. I concluded that 

meant his GPS was setup to avoid toll roads. As we started home, 

I pointed out that the GPS will not direct us to the turnpike so we 

should change the settings. No one agreed with me. Several 

hours into the trip, I was deep into reading the final chapters of 

my Kent Nerburn book when Ana awoke. Suddenly she asked, 

“Why are we in Maryland?” I looked up from my book, responding, 

“We aren’t in Maryland. Why we would be in Maryland? Those 

signs are just for roads leading to places in Maryland.” Dad quietly 

adds, “We’re in Maryland.” The trip home was longer, with 

different sights and lots of laughter. I failed as a co-pilot, and the 

GPS did its job, rerouting us away from the most obvious, straight 

path to our destination. Destinations, and the routes we take to 

get there, are not always as clear as we think they are. “Follow 

me” is never so simple.  

 

This is the calling of Jesus: follow me. Follow me where? Follow 

me how? Follow me why? Follow me now? There is no GPS that 

will direct us on the Christian spiritual path; instead, it is crucial 

as a community to determine our destination and even to 
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JOIN US THIS SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 27th @ 5PM 

for an Intergenerational & Interactive 
Outdoor Worship Service on the Side Lawn! 

 
Please bring a blanket or chairs; family 

groups may sit together. 
 

Masks are required for ages 3+, and social 
distancing of 6ft.  We will convene in a circle 

format…approximately. 
 

An interactive children’s sermon will be 
led by Richie Weitzel. 

 

After the service, we will be serving hot 
dogs and an individually wrapped snack. 

Please bring your own drink(s). 
 

Meet our 
newly 

baptized 
members! 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09


by KAUFFMAN’S  
 

Tuesday, October 27th, 2020  
2:00 to 6:00 PM  

$8.50pp 
 

Walgreen’s Parking 
Lot, Shillington, PA. Proceeds 

support Good Shepherd Mission  
in Puttur, India 

 

Includes half chicken, potato, roll 
and applesauce. 

Contact Jen Razz for pre-sale 
tickets 484-529-6850 or walk up 

the day of the BBQ. 
Questions? Call Jen Raszkiewicz @ 

484-529-6850. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
27 –  Ainsley Matz 
 13 Katie Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 
28 –  Michelle Dautrich 

261 Preston Rd. 
Wernersville, PA 19565 
 

30 –  Matt Doran 
 206 McClellan St. 

Reading, PA  19611 
  
01 –  Marlene Burkard 
 2611 Cumberland Ave. 

Reading, PA  19606 
 
02 –  Tyler Brumbach 
 209 N. Brobst St. 

Shillington, PA 19607 
 
03 –  Jerry Kinsel 
 20 Matthew Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA 19608 
 
04 –  Ruth Burkhart 
 1801 Cambridge Ave. 

Apt A-19 
Wyomissing, PA 19610 

Fam. of Rev. Bill Garrett – Wife of Marianne, father 
of Michelle Tomczak and a former pastor of 
Calvary UMC; passed peacefully into the arms of 
Jesus on 9/23. 
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understand “the way” that will help us get there. What would you say is the 

mission of the church? What is its destination? Pause. The mission statement of 

The United Methodist Church reads: to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. If someone asks a Methodist what they do at church, 

the response should be, “We make disciples.” As Christians, we are disciples, or 

followers of Christ, and our mission is to make disciples. This year, our theme, 

FOLLOW: Jesus Leads Us, will explore the mission statement of The United 

Methodist Church and the complexities of discipleship with the intent to be 

transformed. The mark of discipleship is that when you encounter Jesus, you are 

changed. I pray that this shared journey - FOLLOW: Jesus Leads Us - transforms 

our hearts and lives. 

If the mission is to make disciples, then our starting point is to ask, what is a 

disciple? I can tell you that the gospels themselves really don’t offer a conclusive 

answer. In John, as our reading from the text comes this morning, the disciples 

become friends. The friends are a community of people who love one another, 

and in this new way of living, others seek to belong to their community. In Mark, 

the disciples are students who appear never to fully understand the message of 

Jesus. In Luke, the disciples graduate and become apostles. When Matthew 

writes the Great Commission at the end of the gospel, “Go and make disciples of 

all peoples,” disciple can be translated as student. In Matthew, they are called to 

go out and make more students. Technically, the church becomes the school of 

Rabbi Jesus. This is not to say that one definition, or image, is right or wrong. In 

fact, it emphasizes just how inclusive and diverse the message of Jesus is. Jesus’ 

call to discipleship offers a place for everyone, expresses itself in a variety of 

ways, and is always shaping itself in different times and places. The definition of 

disciple is itself its own vast ocean. So when we talk about disciple, it’s a lot like 

having a “good idea” about where you’re going. Christie Latona, in her article, 

“What is a disciple,” argues that unless a congregation defines what a disciple is, 

does, and looks like in their context, mission drift occurs 
(https://www.bwcumc.org/article/what-is-a-disciple/).  
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Each faith community, in its own context, within its uniquely 

designed set of spiritual gifts and resources, needs to develop 

language around a pathway of discipleship - for the making of 

disciples. Out of this mission to make disciples, Calvary UMC 

Mohnton sets its vision, its destination, around discipleship for 

today. 

The Wesleyan Disciples 

The spiritual journey of John and Charles Wesley as disciples 

is a story about their personal transformation that resulted in a 

way of making disciples. This way became known as 

Methodism. In their book, Transforming Community: The 

Wesleyan Way to Missional Congregations, Henry H. Knight III 

and F. Douglas Powe, Jr. describe the circuitous discipleship 

path of the Wesleyan brothers. According to John Wesley, “the 

first rise of Methodism” was the formation of what became 

known as the Holy Club, when four men met in Oxford in 1729 

(20). The Wesleyan brothers believed that holiness of hearts 

leads to holiness of life. They wanted hearts filled with and lives 

governed by the love of God. They had a destination in mind. 

Going to church on Sundays and assenting to the beliefs was 

not enough. In seeking “holiness of heart and life” the brothers 

began meeting with a small group of men for regular prayer, 

fasting, devotional reading of scripture, the Lord’s Supper, and 

ministering to the poor and imprisoned (21). At the heart of their 

spiritual journey was the formation of intimate relationships in 

small groups which provided the guidance and accountability 

necessary to be transformed into persons marked by Christlike 

love. Essentially, they discovered that we need “companions on 

the way” (23). This communal aspect of Methodism is truly 

reflective of Jesus’ discipleship model and the small group 

ministry we launched this summer here at Calvary.  

“The second rise of Methodism” occurs as the Wesley brothers 

set off to Georgia in order to evangelize to the native peoples. 

Here were two young ordained priests passionate about God 

and mission. Their vision, their hopes for this trip to the 

Americas did not bear fruit. Charles became the target of gossip 

and became so ill that he returned to England early. John spent 

most of his time pastoring to colonists. John fell in love, and in 

his own rigidity of religious practice and mishandling of 

relationship, returned to England as a result of bitter opposition 

and legal action. In his exit, a seeming failure, he wrote in his 

journal, “I went to America to convert the Indians; but Oh! Who 

shall convert me? Who, what is he that will deliver me from this 

evil heart of unbelief?” (Henry H. Knight III and F. Douglas 

Powe, Jr., 27). The Wesleyan brothers were surprised by their 

turn-around, their confusion coming out of their mission work in 

Georgia. This place of discomfort and disequilibrium would 

eventually lead to their conversion experience - the legendary 

story of their hearts being warmed, set afire with the light and 

love of Christ. In the end, they became more determined to 

experience a fuller faith in Christ and better understand the 

direction for their ministry. 

 

 

What is a disciple? 

What is a disciple? Our scripture this morning comes from 

Jesus’ teachings at the Last Supper. He explains to his disciples 

what they should do, “This is my commandment: love each 

other just as I have loved you.” The disciples are expected to 

follow Jesus’ teachings, to do as Jesus did in his ministry. This 

morning we heard the story of two disciples, John and Charles 

Wesley. Their story has its mountaintop and valley experiences 

which lead them deeper in their faith. In growing their missional 

heart, they lifted up this verse, “We love because he first loved 

us” (1 John 4:19). Discipleship starts with God’s love, and our 

willingness to receive it freely - just as we are. Even just the 

tiniest faith in God’s goodness, like a mustard seed faith, has 

the possibility to grow beyond our imagination!  

The story of the Wesleyan disciples is our Methodist roots. It’s 

a starting point for understanding our mission - to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This 

story illustrates that discipleship is a lifelong journey in which 

we all share - from those wondering to beginning to growing to 

maturing. It also emphasizes how making disciples begins with 

ourself, formation of ourself alongside others, and then naturally 

extends into transformation in the world. This story informs us 

in the same way that the disciples do in the gospels and the 

living example of Paul as the good news is shared with the 

Gentiles. Theologian Mark Nepo writes, 

Imagine how many times Paul told the story of 

being knocked off his horse by God. He did so, 

most likely, because with each telling, he was 

brought deeper into revelation. Or how many 

times Moses told of his meetings with God. He 

did so, I imagine, because, with each telling, he 

saw God more clearly. Or how many times 

Lazarus told of being brought back to life by 

Jesus. He did so, no doubt, because with each 

telling, he was brought deeper into his 

reawakening (The Book of Awakening, 304).  

All of us, no matter where we are on our spiritual journey, have 

a story about discipleship to reflect on and share too. In fact, 

these personal experiences are invaluable in forming our 

understanding of discipleship today. If we are to answer this 

question - what is a disciple - then we have to explore our own 

experience as followers of Christ. We have to listen to each 

other’s stories. We need companions along the way. How do 

you understand yourself as a disciple? What are key 

experiences in your spiritual journey, and how did they 

transform you? I encourage you to discuss this in your small 

groups, with your family at dinner, with friends and even 

strangers. Your work is to wonder, reflect on your story, and to 

talk to others about what a disciple is today. In this way, we can 

locate ourselves and determine a destination.  
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Baptized into God’s family & our 
Calvary family on Sunday, 

September 20th by Pastor Tamie. 

Hi, I’m Wade! I was born 

February of this year.  I love 

to be outside taking walks 

around my family’s farm.  I 

also love swimming, trying 

new foods, and my dog – he 

makes me laugh! 

Sometimes, COVID provides a silver 
lining.  In the case of the Shaffer and 
Kerns’ families, it provided a special 
and creative opportunity to hold two 
baptisms in the nearby creek on a 
family farm, with close family in 
attendance.  It was a picture perfect 
day to be welcomed into God’s family 
in the midst of God’s wonderful 
creation. AND, this Sunday, 9/27, 
during the 9AM ZOOM service, you 
will have the opportunity to meet the 
Shaffer and Kerns families and 
speak the congregational vows of 
support for Jed’s and Wade’s growth 
in faith and love of Christ. 

Thank you for 

welcoming me.  

Married to my wife, 

Vicki, I am a father of 

two and have three 

wonderful 

grandchildren.  I am 

an excavator by trade, 

but enjoy quiet 

mornings in the woods 

surrounded by wildlife 

on our farm, and 

Sunday drives.  I am 

grateful to have shared 

this special moment 

with my grandson, 

Wade. 
 

~Jed Kerns 
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In this 5 video Bible study, bestselling 
author Bob Goff shares some of the 
stories from his life that have helped 
him understand what it truly means to 
love everybody the way Jesus loved 
them–without fear, insecurity, or 
restriction.  
Following Christ means more than 
just putting a toe in the water when it 
comes to loving others. It means 
grabbing your knees and doing a 
cannonball! And, as Jesus revealed, it 
means loving the difficult 
ones. Everybody, Always will provide 
practical steps to help you take that 
journey. 
 

Hey Calvary, 
   I need your verbal testimonies!  For the 
October 11th service, we will be focusing on 
small groups and their vital importance in the 
life and growth of the church.  I want us to 
hear from each other about how our 
experiences in a small group have changed us 
for the better.   
   I've received several written testimonies for 
our small group newsletters - thank you for 
these!!!  But I also need some who are willing 
to share live on the 11th during our 9:00AM 
Zoom service, or through a prerecorded video 
that we can slot into the appropriate time that 
day.  Please let me know if you are willing to 
do this for your congregation as an 
encouragement for them to join a group or to 
go deeper with the group in which they are 
already involved. 
 

Thanks! 
Richie 
christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com, or call 
office at 717-376-5780 

-Page 5 

Run The Glen 
a Trail Run Series 

 

Presented by Gretna Glen Camp & Retreat 
Center 

 

 

October 16 & 17 

November 20 & 21 
 

FRIDAY at 6PM 
SATURDAY at 8AM 

 
*5K and 10K OPTIONS AVAILABLE ON 

SATURDAYS 
 

Chip Timed, Rolling Starts & 

Socially Distanced 

 

LEARN MORE AND REGISTER AT 
 

WWW.GRETNAGLEN.ORG 
 

All profits from this series will 

go to support Gretna Glen 

operations. 
 

 

http://www.gretnaglen.org/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 38 
 

Current Year thru 9/20/20      Last Year thru 9/21/19 
Received           $199,082      Received                  $212,312 
Annual Budget  $320,000      Annual Budget          $308,162 
%Rec’d to Date      62.2%     %Rec’d to Date              68.9% 

 

DECEMBER CHRISTMAS GIVEAWAY 
 

On behalf of the Mifflin Community Food Ministry, Zion E.C. Church is asking for the following Christmas gift 
donations:  
 

 5 Throw blankets (Five Below and Ollies has them at a good price.)  
 

 Personal care items:  bar soap, body wash, hand soap, shampoo, conditioner, Q-tips, cotton balls, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, dental floss, mouth wash, deodorant, body lotion and hand lotion, sanitizer, 
wash cloths, hand towel, and shaving cream.  

 

 Kitchen:  Hot pads, kitchen towels, scrubbies for dishes, dish washing liquid for sink, batteries, 
flashlights, measuring spoons, decks of playing cards, hand sanitizers.  

 

 Mugs with instant coffee sticks, tea bags, hot chocolate, cup of soup, or hot apple cider packets.  
 

 Socks, hat glove and scarf sets.  
 

Item may be placed in Christmas gift bags or large Christmas stockings (please do not wrap them.) Optionally, 
collected items will packaged at Zion.   
 

Items are needed by Monday, Dec. 14th, 2020. 
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The Thursday morning adult bible study, which was placed on hold due to 

Covid-19 last March, will be ready to resume in our Chapel AND on Zoom 

on Thursday, October 1st at 9:30AM. 
 

Bob Wagner, CLM will facilitate the study and discussion on the Book of 

Hebrews. Please bring your bible along. 
 

Procedurally, if you plan to attend in person, you will be signed-in and 

have your temperature taken in the Gathering Area before proceeding to 

the Chapel.  After the study is over, attendees will be asked to assist in 

wiping down the chairs. 
 

For those who plan to attend via Zoom, please use the information below to 

join in: 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87236284042 
 

Meeting ID: 872 3628 4042 

One tap mobile if using your cell phone to attend: 

+16465588656,,87236284042# US (New York) 
 

Dial by your location if using a land line to attend: 

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

 

Meeting ID: 872 3628 4042 

Please mark your calendar 
now, and plan on attending 

our outdoor worship 
services on Sundays, 

October 11th and October 25th 
at 5PM.  Like Rally Day, the 
services will continue to be 

interactive and 
intergenerational! 

Masks and social distancing 
are required.  Please 
remember to bring a 

chair/blanket, and dress 
appropriately for the cooler 
weather…as necessary.  If 

it’s raining watch for e-blast 
updates or check the top 

orange banner on our 
website at 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org, 
so you know if the service is 

being held or if it’s been 
cancelled. 

http://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/

