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ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, September 20th @ 9 AM 

1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 

Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 

Sunday, September 20th @ 9 AM 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09
HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 

 

 

Calvary Weekly Connection 

 
 Again? 

September 13th, 2020 Message from Pastor Tamie 
[Read Matthew 28:16-20] 

 
Last year on Rally Day, we listened to the story of the Israelites 

standing at the Jordan River. They can see the Promise Land, but 

the raging waters are so high, they cannot safely cross. There is fear 

about what they will find on the other side, so they send in scouts 

to discover fierce tribes against which they will wage war. Their 

great leader, Moses, dies just before he steps foot in the Promise 

Land. Here is a people, having waited for generations for this land 

of milk and honey and having followed a God of wind and fire 

through the wilderness. They are so close and yet so far away! 

Grief. Confusion. Fear. It all settles into a people who wonder about 

a God that gets them so close to the promise and then puts before 

them more stumbling blocks. 

Our story this morning brings us to a similar moment. This time we 

are reading from the conclusion of the Gospel of Matthew. Jesus 

has fulfilled his mission, loving God and others unconditionally, 

suffering an unjust, violent death, and rising three days later. The 

disciples, having heard the news from the women about the empty 

tomb, scramble to the mountaintop in Galilee. Think about this 

moment…their beloved teacher has been unjustly convicted, 

rejected by his people, brutally crucified, and buried. The disciples 

had abandoned their lives to follow Jesus. They stood against both 

religious and political leaders. They ate with outcasts, touched 

lepers, and defied Hebrew customs. In the end, Jesus surrenders to 

the very powers from which they had thought he would save them. 

They are overcome with grief - confusion - fear.  

Here, Jesus reveals himself, resurrected in God’s glory and coming 
to them. What had appeared as a failure now exemplifies victory! 
Jesus defeats death! There is nothing on this earth that can stop 
their God! So when they see Jesus, some worship him; others 
doubt. They stand in awe of the mystery before them.  Jesus says, 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” Jesus 
affirms and claims what the chief priests and elders had been 
wondering, “By what authority are you doing these things? 

~cont’d on page 3 
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21 –  Aiden Clark 
 1602 Brooke Blvd. 

Kenhorst, PA  19607 
 

22 –  Rob Wagner, Jr. 
 122 Hemlock Rd. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

24 –  Ray Renninger 
 1 Pebble Brook Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

24 –  Bruce Morton 
 335 Scenic Dr. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 
24 –  Mark Martin 
 PO Box 364 

Adamstown, PA  19501 
 

25 –  Jodi Lombardo 
 202 Roxberry Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 
  
25 –  Frank Scalise 
 35 Robin Lea Lane 

Fleetwood, PA  19522  
  
26 –  Alice Schonour 

35 Sage Dr. 
Sinking Spring, PA 19608 

   
 
 

AN APPEAL FROM BISHOP PEGGY  
JOHNSON ON BEHALF OF OUR CAMPS 

 
 
     It is my prayer that your summer has given you opportunities for worship, 
ministry with the poor, dismantling racism and time for vacation. I appreciate so 
much the ways our pastors, lay members and churches have continued to 
adjust to these ever-changing times and challenges. Through the Lord's plans 
for your welfare, you have found a "way out of no way" in the strength of the 
Spirit. 
     It is with faith in the power of the Spirit that I write to you on behalf of our 
Camp and Retreat Ministries. We have four vibrant and unique camps--Carson-
Simpson Farm Christian Center, Innabah, Gretna Glen and Pocono Plateau--
that fall within the bounds of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. They have 
long served as important mission extension outposts for our churches and the 
greater community. They are one of the most effective evangelism tools we 
have. 
     During the COVID-19 pandemic, all four camps were forced to cancel many 
of their scheduled retreats and the weekly summer camps that so many 
children, families, staff and volunteers look forward to. Thus, we have had to 
make very difficult, painful decisions around finances. 
     The federal government's Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans helped 
a great deal in the spring, and our Conference Council on Finance and 
Administration provided additional funds to help our camps cover their costs 
through the summer. But as we move into the fall, we know that trying to 
maintain even our most basic camp centers' staff and services would result in 
a budget deficit. 
     Thus, I am asking you-churches, members and friends of our Conference-
to embrace a vision of what it would look like if every church would donate $300 
to support our camp centers and avoid a budget shortfall. (Calvary’s Church 
Council already voted unanimously to send $300 on behalf of our church 
and congregation.) Such well-deserved generosity would help them with their 
already scaled-back payroll needs through the rest of this year and provide 
some funds to help them plan, resource and launch a new year of exciting 
retreats and camping adventures in 2021. 
     Please consider donating online, or make a check payable to: Eastern PA 
UMC, and mail it to: Treasurer's Office, Eastern PA Conference, P.O. Box 820, 
Valley Forge, PA 19482. Please indicate Camp and Retreat Ministries in the 
memo line.  Online option: Use our new Giving page on our conference website 
(https://www.epaumc.org/administration/finance/giving/). There you can use 
the Annual Conference Giving menu to support Camp and Retreat Ministries. 
     Also, I ask that you add prayers to your donations, as we consider future 
plans for our camps. We pray that they will not only survive but thrive once 
again in offering life-changing ministries to churches, families and people of all 
ages. 
     And please begin to plan for your 2021 retreats and summer camp dates, 
as our sites prepare to welcome you when it is safe to return again next year. 
 
Thank you, and may God bless you always for your prayers, your support and 
your faithfulness in ministry. 
 
Sincerely, 
  

Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

Wendi Blessing – Daughter of Fame 
Brubaker, recently diagnosed with 
cancer 
 
Deb Owen – Wife of Jay & mother 
of John & Laura; recently diagnosed 
with a significant skull-based 
meningioma growth. She is under 
the care of the Neuroscience 
Department of Penn Medicine (U. of 
PA) to determine a surgical plan. 
Please pray for her family as well. 
 
Pastor Tamie – Has been 
experiencing serious leg pain with 
yet an undiagnosed cause.  She is 
conferring with her doctors. 



~Pastor’s message cont’d from pg. 1 
 
And who gave you this authority” (Matthew 21:23-27)? Here 
Jesus stands in their presence, a living testimony to God’s 
power and grace working in and through him. Certainly Jesus 
has returned to finish the work of their liberation. The 
unexpected happens again. 
 

Jesus turns to them and gives them a final command: “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them…and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you.” This final statement has come to be called 
“The Great Commission.” Now witnesses to the life, death, and 
resurrection of Christ, everyone is commissioned to share the 
good news. Jesus calls them to a life of discipleship. Just as 
these disciples are worshiping Jesus, ecstatic at his power and 
victory, Jesus commands them to do a difficult task. Make 
disciples. Make disciples, not just in Galilee but of all nations. 
Then Jesus ascends. At what should be the very moment of 
glory, Jesus leaves them.  
 

Again. Again and again, we find in the narrative pivotal 
moments where leaders are stripped away. Just as the 
Israelites had stood on the banks of the Promised Land - a 
moment of ultimate victory - Moses dies. The Israelites are 
charged with entering and conquering the land promised to 
them. They are to establish a kingdom. Now, as Jesus reveals 
his glory, victory over death, he ascends and leaves his 
community of disciples. They, too, are charged with building a 
kin-dom, the kin-dom of heaven. They are to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ among all nations. The glue that held them all 
together, their teacher, Jesus the Christ, has vanished. Again!  
 

You really have to wonder about God’s sense of humor. Just as 
we venture out to claim we’ve got it, God returns us to a place 
of mystery. It all seems just beyond our reach; we are 
stretched to recognize the vast, ineffable nature of God. We 
are provoked to stand in awe, and to long to belong to this 
glorious God of mercy, love, and redemption. Like the poem 
from Carrie Newcomer, “the beautiful not yet.” We stand in 
this moment of restlessness, of quickening, and the almost. 
Why? God seeks to liberate all of creation, to draw all things to 
a wholeness of peace. God asks us to be a part of that 
transformation, to live into “the beautiful not yet,” the 
belonging and becoming. 
 

In this moment of revelation, commissioning, and ascension, 
“the beautiful not yet” is clearly illustrated. There are three 
points I would like you to consider: 
 

First, Jesus and the disciples lived in an intimate community for 
several years. They prayed and worshiped together. They 
learned from and with each other. They ate, slept, and traveled 
as one among all people. They engaged in difficult and risky 
work that challenged norms in order to share love with others. 
Most importantly they formed a community of mutual love 
and trust - one that even overcame Judas’ act of betrayal. The 
work starts inward, in relational circles that ever-widen: with 

Christ, with one another, with the Church universal, with your 
immediate community, and with the world at large. It is a 
spiritual journey that lasts a lifetime. There’s a song, Point to 
You by We Are Messengers, that says, “People ask, ‘Where 
does my story end? I’ll say, ‘It starts with you.’” While our faith 
journey starts with Jesus and is empowered through the Holy 
Spirit, discipleship occurs through intentionally developing 
intimate relationships.  
 

Secondly, Jesus’ ascension is an act of trust. This faithful group 
of disciples is prepared to do what Jesus is asking them to do. 
Just as he instructed Mary earlier, “Do not cling to me.” The 
ministry Jesus instilled in this small community is to be shared 
with others, to transform all nations. Jesus believes 
wholeheartedly in this community of disciples. Jesus assures 
them that the Way has been prepared and that all they need 
will be provided. Again. The Israelite tribe experienced the 
steadfast love of God at the Jordan River. Their new leader, 
Joshua, was a warrior. God separated the raging waters so they 
could pass on dry ground. They conquered their enemies and 
established their kingdom on the Promise Land. And again. 
Jesus calls the disciples to build a kin-dom where people love 
God and one another unconditionally. This kin-dom is radically 
inclusive, drawing all nations together in a place where justice 
prevails and peace reigns. Jesus knows that all they need has 
already been given. The victory stands before them. 
 

Finally, Jesus specifically instructs this community to dedicate 
their lives to a shared mission. He anoints all of them to devote 
themselves to one thing - discipleship. Jesus has shown them 
the Way, saying, “I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another” (John 13:34). In this Way, as followers of Christ, 
they are called to go and make disciples. This is a movement; 
it’s a going, acting, doing faith. Jesus implores them, “Do not 
cling to me! Go!” Jesus implores them to share God’s love 
beyond all possible borders to the ends of the earth. 
 

Here we are together on Rally Day, preparing for another year. 
We are doing church virtually - in ways no one could have 
predicted or imagined before the Covid-19 pandemic. Our lives 
feel limited. It feels like the ways we have known and loved 
Church have suddenly disappeared as well. This year still looms 
with unknowns. Again! Again, the story offers us this 
cliffhanger moment. Brothers and sisters, we need not wonder 
what to do, because the story has been told again and again. 
 

We hold onto a steadfast faith in the God who goes with us. 
Remember the stone tower we built together. God is our rock 
and our redeemer. We let go of what we think is supposed to 
be and recognize that God’s work is bigger than we can 
imagine. We accept “the beautiful not yet.” Infinite love has no 
boundaries; it stretches us and calls us to reach deeper and 
wider. And we FOLLOW…we follow the Way of Christ. Jesus 
leads us. 
  
~ 3~                           ~cont’d on pg. 4 



We focus on the mission Christ has given his followers, “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them…and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you.” 
 

This year we are going to explore discipleship, building 
common language and experiences around the core mission of 
Jesus and the Church. We will grapple with how discipleship 
has been shaped in the Church’s past, and how we envision 
discipleship right here at Calvary. We will ask difficult 
questions, like how do we make disciples in a virtual, online 
community? Calvary, this is what we do - make disciples. This 

is the story whose again is the 
becoming of an infinite, eternal 
source of love that will ultimately 
transform all creation. This is the 
story that must be shared - again 
and again and again. This is our 
mission - to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the 
world. 
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The Thursday morning adult bible study, which was placed on 

hold due to Covid-19 last March, will be ready to resume in our 

Chapel AND on Zoom on Thursday, October 1st at 9:30AM. 
 

Bob Wagner, CLM will facilitate the study and discussion on the Book of 

Hebrews. Please bring your bible along. 
 

Procedurally, if you plan to attend in person, you will be signed-in and have 

your temperature taken in the Gathering Area before proceeding to the Chapel.  

After the study is over, attendees will be asked to assist in wiping down the 

chairs. 
 

For those who plan to attend via Zoom, please use the information below to join 

in: 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87236284042 
 

Meeting ID: 872 3628 4042 

One tap mobile if using your cell phone to attend: 

+16465588656,,87236284042# US (New York) 
 

Dial by your location if using a land line to attend: 

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

 

Meeting ID: 872 3628 4042 

by KAUFFMAN’S  
 

Tuesday, October 27th, 2020  
2:00 to 6:00 PM  

$8.50pp 
 

Walgreen’s Parking 
Lot, Shillington, PA. Proceeds 

support Good Shepherd 
Mission  

in Puttur, India 
 

Includes half chicken, potato, 
roll and applesauce. 

Contact Jen Razz for pre-sale 
tickets 484-529-6850 or walk 

up the day of the BBQ. 
Questions? Call Jen Raszkiewicz 

@ 484-529-6850. 
 

Please mark your calendar now, and plan on attending our 
outdoor worship services on Sundays, Sept. 27th, October 11th 

and October 25th at 5PM.  Like Rally Day, the services will 
continue to be interactive and intergenerational! 

Masks and social distancing are required.  Please remember 
to bring a chair/blanket, and dress appropriately for the 

cooler weather…as necessary.  If it’s raining watch for e-blast 
updates or check the top orange banner on our website at 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org, so you know if the service is 
being held or if it’s been cancelled. 

http://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 37 
 

Current Year thru 9/13/20      Last Year thru 9/14/19 
Received           $195,189      Received                  $208,028 
Annual Budget  $320,000      Annual Budget          $308,162 
%Rec’d to Date      61.0%     %Rec’d to Date              67.5% 

 Please consider for yourself and/or spread the 

word that Calvary Care is looking to fill some 

spaces.   
 

Spaces for staff:  9:00am-3:00pm Monday-

Friday working with our online students. 
 

Spaces for Students:  We have 2-3 spaces for all 

day on-line learners from any school district 
 

We have 5-7 morning spaces for children who go 

to Mifflin Park, Cumru, or Intermediate school. 
 

We have 8-10 Afternoon spaces for children who 

go to Brecknock, Mifflin Park, Cumru, or 

Intermediate school. 
 

Many Blessings, 
 

Stacey Hanley, Director 
Calvary Before & After School Care and 

Summer Camp Programs 

610-777-8552  

A Safe Nurturing Christian Environment 

 

P.S.  More detailed information about our 

ministry may be found on Calvary's website at 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org.    

DECEMBER CHRISTMAS GIVEAWAY 
 

On behalf of the Mifflin Community Food Ministry, Zion 
E.C. Church is asking for the following Christmas gift 
donations:  
 

 5 Throw blankets (Five Below and Ollies has 
them at a good price.)  

 

 Personal care items:  bar soap, body wash, hand 
soap, shampoo, conditioner, Q-tips, cotton balls, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, dental floss, mouth 
wash, deodorant, body lotion and hand lotion, 
sanitizer, wash cloths, hand towel, and shaving 
cream.  

 

 Kitchen:  Hot pads, kitchen towels, scrubbies for 
dishes, dish washing liquid for sink, batteries, 
flashlights, measuring spoons, decks of playing 
cards, hand sanitizers.  

 

 Mugs with instant coffee sticks, tea bags, hot 
chocolate, cup of soup, or hot apple cider 
packets.  

 

 Socks, hat glove and scarf sets.  
 

Item may be placed in Christmas gift bags or large 
Christmas stockings (please do not wrap them.) 
Optionally, collected items will packaged at Zion.   
 

Items are needed by Monday, Dec. 14th, 2020. 

CALL A FRIEND, CHURCH MEMBER, NEIGHBOR… 
Or anyone who you think might need to hear a cheerful 
voice!  As the pandemic continues to isolate the elderly, sick, 
those at-risk, and generally make regular visiting more 
difficult, make the effort to reach out to someone each day! It 
will be uplifting for the person you call AND for you!  

Blood supplies are very low in 

Berks County.  If you are 

able to donate, please go to the 

Miller-Keystone website at 

https://www.giveapint.org/ 

or call them directly to 

schedule an appointment. 
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