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Sunday, October 4th @ 9 AM 
ZOOM WORSHIP by Phone 

 

1-646-558-8656; Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 
Password: 082013 

 

ZOOM WORSHIP by Computer 

Device 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQ
cUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181; Password: 082013 
 
 

Calvary Weekly Connection 

 

In this 5-video Bible 
study, bestselling 
author Bob Goff 
shares some of the 
stories from his life 
that have helped him 
understand what it 
truly means to love 
everybody the way 
Jesus loved them–
without fear, 
insecurity, or 
restriction. 
Following Christ 
means more than 
just putting a toe in 
the water when it 
comes to loving 
others. It means 
grabbing your knees 
and doing a 
cannonball! And, as 
Jesus revealed, it 
means loving the 
difficult 
ones. Everybody, 
Always will provide 
practical steps to 
help you take that 
journey. 
 

Prepare for Communion 
Please prepare a slice or a 
small loaf of bread & cup(s) of 
juice.  Set these elements 
wherever you experience 
Zoom worship with our faith 
community. Perhaps place 
them on a lovely cloth that 
reminds you of a special time 
or person, light a candle or 
place a flower or the 
photograph of someone you 
wish to bring into the circle of 
faith. 

 

Beyond 
Ground 

Hog 
Day 

[Read Ephesians 2:1-10] 
September 27th Message from Pastor Tamie 

 

Do you remember the movie Groundhog Day with Bill Murray? 
Phil Connors, an arrogant, egocentric weatherman is sent on 
assignment to Punxsutawney for the annual Groundhog Day 
festivities where he is to report on what the groundhog, also 
named Phil, predicts for that year’s future weather. Small town 
Punxsutawney, its “hick” people, is no place Phil wants to linger.  

~cont’d on page 3 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09


by KAUFFMAN’S  
 

Tuesday, October 27th, 
2020  

2:00 to 6:00 PM  
$8.50pp 

 

Walgreen’s Parking 
Lot, Shillington, PA. 

Proceeds support Good 
Shepherd Mission  
in Puttur, India 

 

Includes half chicken, 
potato, roll and 

applesauce. 
Contact Jen Razz for pre-
sale tickets 484-529-6850 
or walk up the day of the 

BBQ. 
Questions? Call Jen 

Raszkiewicz @ 484-529-
6850. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

04 –  Ruth Burkhart 
 1801 Cambridge Ave. 

Apt A-19 
Wyomissing, PA 19610 

 

05 –  Roslyn Coutz 
 45 E Mohn St. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

07 –  Jody Wagner 
 535 Chestnut St. 

West Reading, PA 19611 
 

08 –  Audrey Kinsel 
 20 Matthew Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA 19608 
 

08 –  Jackie Goll 
 3431 B New Holland Rd. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

09 –  Pat Wooddell 
 149 Jo Lee Drive 

Middletown, PA  17057 
 

10 –  Connie Radwanski 
 47 Greenleaf Rd. 

Bluffton, SC 29910 
 

10 –  Denise Wagner 
 70 Carriage Cir. 

Oley, PA 19547 
 

10 –  Sydney Wagner 
 535 Chestnut St. 

West Reading, PA 19611 

Mifflin Food Ministry 

Items needed by October 17th 
 

Tuna ~ Rice a Roni 

Canned gravy ~ Blueberry muffin mix 

Canned yams ~ Peas 

Cookie mix - Jell-O 

 
 
 

Fam. of Tom Davies – 
Husband of Yvonne; 
passed away at home; 
a private family service 
will be held on 10/2 @ 
Yeckley’s 
 
Fam. of Lucille Evans 
– Friend of Lola 
Troutman 
 
Fam. of M.S. Prasad – 
Younger brother of 
Henry Bhasker at the 
Good Shepherd 
Mission, passed away 
suddenly 

 

The 2nd topic in our on-going 
discussions on race will be 
Why Columbus Day? We will 
meet via Zoom, Sundays, Oct. 
4th and 18th from 6:30-7:30PM.  
Log in using the same Zoom 
information as our 9AM 
Sunday worship.  Add’l dates 
will be scheduled.  Watch for 
more information. 

Run the Glen 
a Trail Run Series 

 

Presented by Gretna Glen Camp & Retreat 
Center 

 

 

October 16 & 17 

November 20 & 21 
 

FRIDAY at 6PM 
SATURDAY at 8AM 

 
*5K and 10K OPTIONS AVAILABLE ON 

SATURDAYS 
 

Chip Timed, Rolling Starts & 

Socially Distanced 

 

LEARN MORE AND REGISTER AT 
 

WWW.GRETNAGLEN.ORG 
 

All profits from this series 

will go to support Gretna 

Glen operations. 
 

 

http://www.gretnaglen.org/


~Sermon cont’d from pg. 1 

When the blizzard that he failed to predict closes the roads, 

Phil is trapped in Punxsutawney indefinitely, reliving 

Groundhog Day over and over and over again. After every 

newscast, he meets up at the Tip Top Cafe with the 

producer, Rita, played by Andie McDowell. At one point, Phil 

ponders, if you had one day to live, what would you do with 

it? Phil gets to find out all the possibilities! At first, Phil does 

whatever he wants without suffering consequences, such as 

robbing banks and taking advantage of women. He gets to 

know people so that he can get something from them. In 

order to impress Rita, he learns to sculpt ice and play the 

piano. Eventually, Phil gets angry and depressed, giving up 

on life. At one point, Phil kidnaps the groundhog and blows 

himself up in the car. He attempts multiple ways of ending 

his life without success. There seems no escape from this 

trap called life. 

Ultimately, Phil stops resisting the futility of his life and 

embraces the community to which he now belongs. He has 

become deeply intimate with all of its intricacies, the good 

and the bad. In this repetitive reflection on Phil’s daily 

interactions with the same people, you watch transformation. 

There’s a point when Phil stops pretending and actually 

begins to care about the other people. Slowly he gets to 

know everything that happens in the town - catching the boy 

that falls out of the tree, fixing the flat tire on the woman’s 

car, and even trying to save the homeless man from his 

imminent death. Eventually, Phil finds a sense of peace 

about the inevitable repeat of every day, accepting that he 

will never wake up next to Rita but can and will love her 

regardless. His life becomes a sacrifice for everyone else. 

It’s obvious that Phil is not “tip top” at the beginning. Through 

his living, amidst the failings and successes, in the 

forgiveness and perseverance, Phil learns lessons of 

humility, kindness, patience, love, joy, and peace. He breaks 

the vicious cycle of futility that is life-giving for more than just 

himself but for the whole town. 

While Groundhog Day is a comedic exaggeration, it 

illustrates the futility of all our daily lives. We all face varying 

patterns of sin and relentless struggles. When your alarm 

clock rings, maybe you wake with daily aches and pains, or 

financial burdens from which there seems no escape, or 

addictions of your own or family members, or a chronic 

illness or disability, or wounds of abuse, or broken 

relationships with siblings or children. Maybe you’re quick-

tempered, driven by work, anxious, or impatient. These 

things seem to return again and again, even reappearing in 

different forms, such as in different relationships or jobs. 

Paul refers to this as a thorn in his side. It’s also true of our 

communities and the world. At the turn of the twentieth 

century, the world found itself in a World War; in utter 

amazement a second world war soon followed with both 

holocaust and atomic bomb. It’s especially embedded in the 

daily news of today: covid Covid, COVID that returns in 

waves; divisive politics; protests against racial injustices; 

more talk about a war against crime despite the highest 

incarceration rate in the world; the wreckage of extreme 

weather; an economy that furthers the gap between those 

who have and those don’t. These are all old stories, for ages 

and ages.  

Beyond Groundhog Day 

What takes us beyond Groundhog Day? What liberates us 

from this trap of life? Faith alone. Faith in Christ who reveals 

the everlasting grace of a God who is the Source of Life. The 

letter to the Ephesians summarizes, “For by grace you have 

been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it 

is the gift of God--not the result of works, so that no one may 

boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be 

our way of life.” It is faith alone in the unconditional love of 

Christ. There is nothing we can do to earn this grace; there 

is nothing we can do to lose it either. In and through all 

things, God promises us life. Through the suffering death of 

Christ and his resurrection, we are assured that God is with 

us. We are one with Christ, all children of a loving, merciful 

God. We belong. 

In this freedom of love and mercy, we are able to embrace 

the futility of life. We are able to make mistakes repeatedly 

and receive forgiveness. We are able to lose it all and hit 

rock bottom. We are able to start again and again, newly 

forming and shaping. There is patience, stillness, and 

holding. There is sowing and budding and creating. In Christ, 

we have a friend who invites us to the table no matter who 

we are or where we are on life’s journey. We have a friend 

who nourishes our bodies and spirits. Jesus knows the 

journey is long and hard, for he has shared in it with us. 

Jesus knows that sometimes we’ll get it and most times we 

won’t. Jesus knows that we can’t do it alone. What we seek 

more than anything is the assurance that we always belong. 

For me, there are pivotal moments in my life that I now 

recognize as life changing. One of those happened when I 

was a first-year teacher. I was on a team where I was the 

most inexperienced by twenty years. Energized and 

overflowing with creativity, I was a whirlwind in the sixth 

grade hallway. One afternoon I was talking with the team 

leader, Mike, about upcoming team activities. Out of 

nowhere, Mike yells at me to stop interrupting and listen for 

once. Stunned and hurt, I went quiet. While I initially steamed 

with defensiveness, I became very conscious of my 

behavior. This is a tendency I have; my daughter will tell you 

that I tend to take things over. Even this week, a gentle 

reminder from a friend to listen to everything she needed to 

share before I responded impacted the overall resolution of 

the problem. Mike’s courageous call out has transformed 

how I relate to people. Today, people often comment that I 

am a good listener. This isn’t always the case, but I am 

intentional about fostering an ear and a heart for listening. I 

am so grateful for Mike, for all the people in my life who are 

patient with me in this growing edge. We all have places to 

grow, to learn how to better relate and love one another. We 



can’t do it alone. This is discipleship. This work of a disciple 

is what takes us beyond Groundhog Day. 

In Christ, we are set free from the daily futility of life, of its 

struggles and brokenness. This is an assurance of faith in 

God’s unconditional love that despite our own failings and 

the clanging dissonance of the surrounding world, life 

prevails. Each of us is a valued, connected part of all life. 

When your heart embraces this reality, there is nothing that 

can separate you from the peace of God that surpasses all 

understanding. You can remain in life, as it is, and expect 

the miracle of love and life to make all things new. In this 

faith, there is a real and relative change. This is why the 

Christian way is that of a disciple. 

A Real and Relative Change 

Change of any kind does not come easily. Often times, it 

takes the extreme - some call it hitting rock bottom - before 

there is enough discomfort to initiate change. What if hitting 

rock bottom isn’t the only force of change? What if radical 

love is the ultimate force of transformation? For John 

Wesley, this is the good news. In receiving assurance of 

God’s grace, he experienced a real and relative change in 

himself and the way he began to live. It is so transforming 

that Christ became the center of his life. This centering 

calmed the dissonance and opened him up to a radical way 

of loving himself and others; he found himself transformed 

again and again. This was a Groundhog Day he wanted to 

repeat. 

Last Sunday, Jed Kerns and Wade Shaffer were baptized on 

their family farm. We will soon have the opportunity to 

witness the baptism and welcome them into Christ’s holy 

Church. God’s grace has always been with them; this is what 

we call prevenient grace. God’s grace is always present and 

working in our lives. In receiving the Sacrament of Holy 

Baptism, they have been cleansed and made new in Christ. 

A real and relative change has happened - not only to them 

but also to us. Our church family has been broken open as 

we receive Jed and Wade in our midst. They bring with them 

gifts; they share with us their cares and joys. We, too, are 

made new. In community we cannot remain the same, for in 

encountering Christ, in relationship with one another, we are 

stretched to love more deeply. 

Why discipleship? There is no better reason than the 

assurance that we will be transformed by the free gift of 

God’s grace. There is a real and relative change. As 

disciples, in response to God’s grace, we seek to break 

these futile cycles of brokenness and suffering in ourselves 

and our world. We feel the fear of a stranger and turn to 

welcome them. We utter the language of prejudice and seek 

to love others better. We gaze with judgment at another 

person and wonder what it says about ourselves. We 

experience the rage of disappointment and pray for 

patience. Reflect on a way that Christ has already 

transformed you. Give thanks to God. Consider in what ways 

- in the patterns of sin and suffering - that you wish for Christ 

to work in your life now. Share them with your small group or 

personal confidant; pray for change or healing or strength; 

do so with the confidence of a child of God, in faith of the 

grace offered to you through Christ, in expectation of a real 

and relative change. Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 39 

 

Current Year thru 9/27/20      Last Year thru 9/28/19 
Received           $201,207      Received                  $215,540 
Annual Budget  $320,000      Annual Budget          $308,162 
%Rec’d to Date      62.8%     %Rec’d to Date              69.9% 

 


