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ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, September 13th @ 9 AM 

1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 

Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 

Sunday, September 13th @ 9 AM 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09
HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 

 

 

Calvary Weekly Connection 

 
Rally Day 
Scripture: 
The Lord 

inhabits the 
praises of His 

people. 
 

~paraphrased from 
Psalm 22:3 

 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
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13 –  Sandy Graffius 
 1406 E. Wyomissing Blvd. 

Reading, PA 19611 
 

13 –  Danny Hutzell 
 100 Trolley Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

13 –  Erica Dearstyne 
 72 Peach Street 
 Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

14 –  Kitty Wiest 
 28 Sage Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 
 

15 –  Janet Dearstyne 
 454 Kenny Drive 
 Sinking Spring, PA 19608 
 

16 –  Vera Kochan 
 18 Northridge Drive West 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

16 –  Caden Coutz 
 45 E Mohn St. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

17 –  Gerry Postetter 
 421 Hain Rd. 

Sinking Spring, PA 19608 
 

18 –  Lauren Highduch 
 5016 Cherrywood Dr. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

18 –  Jimmy Ulrich 
 201 Rudloff Lane 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

19 –  Pat Madeira 
 10 Weber Dr. 

Topton, PA 19562 
 

19 –  Jim Hartman 
 375 Oregon Road 

Mohnton, PA   19540 
 

   
 
 
One of Calvary’s longest standing members (80 years), Julia Fisher, wife of Warren, 
passed away peacefully on September 1stat the age of 95 at Reading Hospital.  A private 
burial will be held later this fall when her son and daughter can travel to the area. 

 

Mifflin Food Ministry 

Next Distribution: 9/19 @ 9AM (Zion ECC) 
 

Hygiene Items Needed: 
 

Shampoo ~ Toothpaste ~ Deodorant ~ Body Wash 
Liquid hand Soap ~ Mouthwash ~ Dental floss 

     Songs can do time travel!  Psalm 61 

did.  It comes to us, word for word, sung by 

Matthew Ward. Not a dry eye in the house 

if you listen to this one! 

     Yes, people in Russia most certainly do 

sing Country Gospel music in their native 

tongue and they even dress in Western gear 

to sing "When We All Get To Heaven"! 

We saw it with our own eyes! 

          Songs can travel all around the world!   County Cork in Ireland, 

and Hoboken Georgia are singing the same song!  

These same songs traveled to America from Ireland and back again 

to Ireland 300 years later! Can you hum a bar of "Idumea"? Our 

group can! (And, anyway, why would you go to Hoboken 

Georgia?  Our group knows why!) 

     Who had a recording contract with Decca Records, was slated to 

become the next great rock and roll star, was ousted by Donny 

Osmond, and became one of the most outstanding Christian 

recording artists of all time? 

What did God have to say during the 1960's?  What may God be 

saying now? 

     Most importantly, what may God say to us through the 

wonderful Psalms in the Bible and through the artistry of so many 

in music throughout the ages?   

     We have room for a few more in The Heart of God in Music 

Through the Ages, led by me, Linda Ebersole, and hosted on the 

patio of Jim & Carol Adams (20 Northridge Dr., W., Mohnton).  

We would love for you to join us!  We are having a great time 

together! 

 
Mother of Margaret Hitler, co-worker of 
Terry Stephenson – Diagnosed w/ 
cancer; body not responding to 
treatment 

Michele Pearson 
– Wife of Doug & 
daughter of Liz 
Matz; recovering 
from knee 
surgery 



 

The Third Way 

[Read Romans 14:1-12, NIV] 

For me, one of my favorite moments on a Sunday morning is the 

opportunity to talk with the various people either before or after 

the service. The exit from a service is an interesting dynamic. 

Some people bolt quickly out the nearest exit; others linger in the 

pews to talk with people. For some, there is the formal procession 

of sharing a moment of peace with the pastor. Often times in this 

moment, people will share a comment or thought or question 

about the message or other experience from the morning. One 

week I prepared a message on Jesus ’teaching: “You have heard 

that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I 

tell you, love your enemies…” (Matthew 5:43-48). In the 

procession that morning, I had a person share a very raw response, 

saying, “I think we should love our enemies. But I don’t think I 

could ever sit at the same table and have a conversation with a 

person who was a…” and then named a political party. Anything 

else but that! It seems we all have those boundaries, issues or 

beliefs where we take up sides. Sometimes, like this person, there 

are issues that are so non-negotiable that a particular stance 

prohibits us from venturing into relationships with other people. 

Paul encourages us, “Welcome!” Welcome one another despite 

the differences. 

As I read the message of Paul calling into these newly forming 

faith communities, even those in Rome to which he had never 

visited, I hear the tender voice of a parent reconciling his children. 

I hear wisdom that comes from lived experience. Remember, 

Paul, originally named Saul, was a Pharisee. This particular sect 

of Judaism distinguished themselves by a strict observance of 

traditional and written Jewish law. Saul participated in 

persecuting early Christians. The book of Acts describes Saul’s 

encounter with Jesus as he sought people who belonged to the 

Way. On the road to Damascus, Saul experiences a bright light 

imploring him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” Saul 

inquires about the identity of the voice. “I am Jesus, whom you 

are persecuting.” Saul becomes a believer, now called Paul, and a 

passionate follower whose mission to the Gentiles challenged him 

even further. At the heart of Judaism were laws and practices that 

strictly defined the Hebrew nation and prohibited them from even 

interacting with Gentiles. One of those significant boundary lines 

was eating with others. Paul became a key apostle in preaching 

and establishing faith communities within the Gentile 

communities. It is this mission, an unbounded movement among 

people, which embodies the vision of Jesus to unite humankind as 

brothers and sisters, to share the good news to the ends of the 

earth. 

So this difficult work of loving others with opposing views, one 

which Paul experienced personally, shows up in the faith 

communities who have joined in the name of Christ. Their 

lifestyles, cultures, and doctrinal viewpoints vary. In this part of 

Paul’s letter, he mentions two particular issues: carnivorous 

versus vegetarian diet and the observance of sacred days. Paul’s 

opening line once again is so critical to understanding Paul’s 

message: “Welcome the person who is weak in faith - but not in 

order to argue about differences in opinion.” David Bartlett 

explains, “For Paul what seems to make a strong believer is a trust 

in God’s grace in Jesus Christ that does not depend on particular 

practices for its embodiment” (Feasting on the Word, Year A, 

Volume 4, 65). As a former Pharisee, Paul sees faith and love 

beyond a list of rules, beyond rigid law and tradition. At one time, 

Paul judged and persecuted out of his own convictions, even to 

the point of murder. God’s grace was wide enough for him. Paul 

has found a freedom in the grace of one Lord to whom all creation 

belongs, so much so that some people refer to Paul’s letter to the 

Romans as the Freedom Letter. Strong faith allows a person to 

assume a place of humility. A strong believer trusts in the grace 

of God realizing that the belief or practice does not matter; they 

need not prove to anyone they are right or convince others of their 

position. Instead, the focus is on right relationship with their 

brothers and sisters. We are one family in Christ. What is most 

important is the unity in spirit with Jesus, in faith alone. 

It’s this spirit of humility and faith that sets Christ’s followers 

apart. This world seeks to separate us and polarize us. This is evil, 

separation from God and others. This is the message we need to 

hear today as we live in a country that is widening its gap. The 

disparity grows between the haves and the have nots. Language 

of left and right, conservative and progress have become extreme. 

Any position on issues of race, religion, guns, policing, and 

abortion leans you into a side to which people vehemently defend 

their belief. Even your practice of wearing masks may be used to 

identify and judge you. Casual conversation is near impossible 

today over issues. This is the level of conflict which Paul desires 

to prevent. 

When I was young, anyone could sit up front - no air bags or 

seatbelts. Any car trip with just one parent started with calling 

“shotgun.” That was the term we used for riding in the front seat. 

While one person was trying to call shotgun, another was racing 

to get in the seat. Physically sitting in the seat was the half battle, 

because now you had to be removed. There was yelling, arm 

pulling, face making, and name calling. My parents opted for a 

third way. All of you sit in the back. As we rode, poking and 

blaming one another, we had to look at the empty seat. Eventually 

we realized that it was better for one of us to be enjoying shotgun 

than none of us. In the midst of battling it out, we failed to see and 

consider other possibilities. That’s what lies at the heart of conflict 

resolution, an openness to a third way. 

In his book, A Hidden Wholeness: The Journey Toward an 

Undivided Life, Parker Palmer explains that the third way is the 
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way of nonviolence, wherein there is a commitment to act in every 

situation in ways that honor the soul (170). For Palmer, violence 

is any way we have of violating the identity and integrity of 

another person (169). This connects violent acts large and small. 

This includes sending drones into sites that kill or harm civilians; 

it also includes demeaning a child in a classroom. According to 

Parker, living nonviolently requires learning to hold the tension 

of opposites. By doing this, we hold the tension between the 

reality of the moment and the possibility of something better. 

Parker calls this the tragic gap. It’s here in this place of tension, 

not leaning into one or the other, where trust and hope in the grace 

and goodness of God frees our hearts and minds to be opened to 

a third way. The United Methodist Church is still discerning its 

way on the divisive issue of the inclusion of the LGBTQIA+ 

community. In 2016, the late Rev. Gilbert Caldwell reflected on 

the potential split of the Church, saying, "I am greatly bothered 

by the whole idea of separation and schism. I guess I look at my 

own Black experience (and) those of us who stayed rather than 

departing, as our AME and AME Zion brothers did. We stayed 

with a kind of hope, with a kind of optimism that we could be 

leaven in the loaf. I look at people on all sides of the continuum 

who talk about leaving the church. It just seems to me that there's 

a better way" Gilbert Caldwell: Voice for Justice and Human 

Rights. (Republished Jan 17, 2019). When Paul urges his brothers 

and sisters to eat together despite differences, he is asking them 

to stand in the tragic gap, to choose right relationship above all 

else. Standing in the tragic gap is the most difficult and 

courageous act we can embrace. It’s a place of humility, 

powerlessness, and perseverance which upholds foremost the 

identity and integrity of all people. It’s also a place of 

transformation, grace, and hope.  

In no way does Paul demand that the followers agree. Instead, 

Paul urges them to gather in the name of Christ and live into their 

love for one another as children of God. Paul is encouraging these 

fledgling faith communities which are integrating across 

unprecedented ethnic, class, and religious lines. In the early 

church, table fellowship was at the heart of their worship. They 

met in homes, and communion was a full meal. Who is welcome 

at Christ’s table? Paul insists everyone is welcome. It is our 

responsibility to ensure that everyone receives an invitation and 

feels welcome. There is no particular tradition, law, or rule that 

should supersede hospitality to God’s children.  

The Covid-19 pandemic has created a tragic gap - a tension 

between the current reality and the possibility of something better. 

In this tension of uncertainty, we are forced to seek a third way. I 

think about the various ways the pandemic is challenging us as a 

faith community: 

• The doors of the building are closed. We are deployed on 

mission. We are striving to connect in alternative ways, some 
new and others traditional. Worship on Zoom. Small groups. 

Phone chains. Outdoor worship. Who ever imagined church 

like this? 

• Debates ensued over receiving the sacrament of Holy 

Communion virtually. Our conference embraced the tradition 

of Love Feasts and then came to accept virtual Holy  
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• Communion. The work of the Spirit blesses not only the 

elements but our homes and backyards and even cars on a 

mountaintop. There is no place we can’t go where God’s feast 

isn’t available to us. 

• Where the style of music separates our services when we are 

in-house, we have been gathering as one community 

virtually. The musical talents in our community have been 

shared graciously, and the musicians have worked to learn 

new forms of technology for recording and performing. At 

in-person worship services, there is no singing. Silence and 

instrumental pieces are the basis of our worship. This is a 

unique opportunity to challenge ourselves to experience 

worship in a new way, to seek and hear and praise God no 

matter what. 

• There has been much conversation about on-line worship, 

especially live-streaming. This week cameras were installed 

in the sanctuary, so we can move toward adding live-

streaming to our worship possibilities. It’s another way to 

connect with people. Not everyone can make church in the 

three-hour window on Sunday mornings. People travel, 

work, play sports, go to college, and so forth. Hosting church 

only in-house excludes so many people. A livestream service 

is accessible anytime and anywhere. It’s inclusive. It makes 

our front porch a whole lot bigger! We need to explore what 

it means to make disciples in an on-line community. How do 

we connect with people, journey alongside them as disciples, 

and engage them in the mission of the church to make 

disciples for the transformation of the world? 

We have so much to learn as a result of these opportunities. We 

know how to enter these doors and worship in song, word, and 

prayer. Right now, we are discovering deeper truths about 

ourselves, this community, and the meaning behind worship 

without it being wrapped in the traditions, rules, and laws.  

Paul emphasizes, “We don’t live for ourselves and we don’t die for 

ourselves.” It’s not about our personal beliefs and interests. We 

are members of God’s family; our place is at the table with all 

people. God awaits the day when every knee will bow to God, and 

every tongue will give praise to God. The possibilities lie between 

us, in the gap, if we are willing to wrestle with the tension and 

allow the grace of God to fill the space. Rumi wrote, “Out beyond 

ideas of wrongdoing and right-doing, there is a field. I’ll meet you 

there. When the soul lies down in that grass, the world is too full 

to talk about. Ideas, language, even the phrase “each other” 

doesn’t make any sense.” There is a field, God’s field, where the 

wheat and the weeds grow together. Let’s meet there, everyone! 

FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 36 
 

Current Year thru 9/06//20      Last Year thru 9/07/19 
Received           $193,194      Received                  $198,589 
Annual Budget  $320,000      Annual Budget          $308,162 
%Rec’d to Date      60.4%     %Rec’d to Date              64.4% 

 


