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ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, September 6th @ 9 AM 

1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 

Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 

Sunday, September 6th @ 9 AM 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09
HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 

 

 

Calvary Weekly Connection 

 
Rally Day 
Scripture: 
The Lord 

inhabits the 
praises of His 

people. 
 

~paraphrased from 
Psalm 22:3 

 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
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06 –  Doris McCleary 
  230 Hawthorne Ct. North 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
 

06 –  Kylie Stump 
585 Wolfe Lane 
Mohnton, PA  19540 

 

07 –  Elaine Reed 
3 Fern Lane 
Southern Shore, NC   
 27949 

 

08 –  Lucy Roussel 
32 Meganser Dr. 
Sinking Spr., PA  19608 

 

08 –  Jeda Stone 
1 N. Sandy Lane 
Sinking Spr., PA  19608 

 

09 –  Jody Martin 
PO Box 364 
Adamstown, PA  19501 

 

11 –  Ron Anderson 
35 Stewart Ave. 
Sinking Spr., PA  19608 

 

11 –  Sofia Stone  
1 N. Sandy Lane 
Sinking Spr., PA  19608 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 35 
 
Current Year thru 8/30/20      Last Year thru 8/31/19 
Received           $183,795      Received                  $196,672 
Annual Budget  $320,000      Annual Budget          $308,162 
%Rec’d to Date      57.4%     %Rec’d to Date              63.8% 

 

~Prayer Requests ~ 
Fam. of Barbara Hilton – Mother of 

Bonnie Comeau, grandmother of 

Jody Martin, great-grandmother of 

Zach, Hunter and Sawyer, and 

great-great grandmother of 

Mirabelle. 
 

Condolences may be sent to: 
 

Bonnie Comeau 
24 Gillen Terrace 
Gloversville, NY 12078 
 

Mark & Jody Martin 
and Zach and Kendall Martin 
P.O. Box 364 
Adamstown, PA  19501-0364 
 
Jackson – Great-grandson of Angie 
Juckem; awaiting Covid test results; 
hoping his fever was just related to 
teething. 
 
Michele Pearson – Wife of Doug & 
daughter of Liz Matz; will have knee 
surgery on 9/10 
 
Becky Wixon-Stoyer – Name given 
by Sandy Graffius; diagnosed with 
an aggressive mass on her 
brain.  She will be having life 
threatening brain surgery on 
Thursday morning.  Prayers for her 
survival and healing.   
 

Mifflin Food 

Ministry 

Next 

Distribution: 

9/19 @ 9AM 

(Zion ECC) 
 

Hygiene Items 

Needed: 
 

Shampoo 

Toothpaste 

Deodorant 

Body wash 

Liquid hand 

soap  

Mouthwash  
Dental floss 

Conversations on Race 

will begin again in 

October.  Watch for 

more information as 

the date approaches.   

I find the discussion on 

racism very interesting 

and all the resources 

have been helpful.  It is 

a critical issue and one 

that I am glad our 

church is addressing. 

~Diane Anderson  

The work on the ramp is effectively finished, only the 

repair of the drywall and painting in the Gathering Area 

remain. This last small project will be completed by 

Dolan Construction, the general contractor, on a date 

when children are not in the classrooms on the 2nd floor. 
 

We’ve only had one significant rainfall since the roof 

and gutter were installed, with no leaks evident at the 

side entrance doorway.  I think we have solved our water 

problems for the entrance way!  
 

The final bill is forthcoming, with the project costing 

approximately $84,000. Many thanks for everyone's 

support and patience while the repairs and construction 

took place. 
 

~Don Wadsworth, Trustee Chairperson 

 



 

Genuine Love 

[Read Romans 12:9-21, NIV] 

Last week we unpacked one line from Paul’s letter to the 

Romans: “Therefore I urge you, brothers, through the 

compassions of God to present the bodies of you a sacrifice 

living, holy, well-pleasing to God, [which is] the spiritual 

service of you” (Romans 12:1). The reading from this morning 

continues this conversation, where Paul turns theology into 

practical daily living. Out of faith in the merciful, gracious 

God, we respond with a life of mercy, forgiveness, and radical 

love. The Church is “called out” or “set apart” for a mission, 

one which requires us to stand in contrast to normalized 

culture. For Jesus and early followers of Jesus, it was the 

imperial Roman system of privilege, power, and social 

conformity. Today, our work is to intentionally reflect on our 

values and actions in relation to the dominant, normalized 

culture. Who is imprisoned, oppressed, and persecuted? 

Whose voices need to be heard? Who needs mercy, love, and 

hope? God’s love is to be shared, grace given freely. For Paul, 

right worship is daily living where this is the intentional act. 
 

This week the text elaborates on Paul’s exhortation on how the 

Church’s identity and mission is lived differently. A typical 

translation of this text reads with 23 separate imperatives, or 

commands: love, serve, share, feed, bless and do not curse, 

rejoice, mourn, live in harmony. We have to remember though 

that Paul uses a language of urging instead of commands. 

Theologian, Christopher Hutson, translates the Greek more 

precisely (Feasting on the Word, Year A, Volume 4, 17). 

Hutson explains that verses 9 to 13 describe love, the genuine 

love that a follower of Jesus who knows the mercy of God will 

have. There is no verb in Greek and so translators imply the 

verb “to be” and tend to render the translation as a long string 

of imperatives. Instead, Hutson translates it as a description of 

the kind of love a follower of Jesus should express: 

Genuine love is: 

abhorring the evil; clinging to the good. 

being affectionate to one another in 

brotherly love. 

outdoing one another in honor, 

not lagging in diligence, 

being afire in the Spirit, 

serving the Lord, 

rejoicing in hope, 

persevering in affliction, 

being devoted in prayer, 

contributing to the needs of the saints, 

pursuing hospitality. 
 

This language of love which Paul so eloquently describes is 

addressed to the churches of Rome. It sounds as a message to 

“insiders” as compared to how to love “outsiders.” 

Contextually, at the time this was written, followers of Jesus 

have not yet experienced outside persecution, which would 

eventually happen during the reign of Nero. Early followers of 

Jesus were identified as a sect of Jews; any conflict or 

persecution was viewed as an internal conflict. The conflict 

that Paul is seeking to heal is occurring within a community of 

Christ followers; Paul is teaching the language of love, one that 

begins and shapes itself first within before it can be shared 

outwardly. Love here is relational, between people. John 13:35 

says, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you love one another.”  
 

If love were only easy. We often name love and hate as 

antithetical pairs, but I wonder if love and fear are a closer 

antithetical pair. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus constantly 

commands, “Do not fear!” And likewise, Jesus implores, 

“Love one another!” Do not be afraid! Love! What is it that so 

many people fear? If I turn back to the nature of God, I hear 

Paul’s claim that there is no condemnation in Christ. As 

humans whose deepest yearning is to belong, we fear 

judgment. We fear being judged and cast away. Out of fear, we 

do harm, exclude, and persecute. It’s why I lean into Paul’s 

urging to cling to the good. Love and good seem to be partners. 
 

It makes sense, don’t you think, if we start at the beginning? 

Genesis, chapter one. The creation story emphasizes after 

everything that God creates, “And God saw that it was good” 

(Genesis 1:10). On the sixth day, having made light in the 

darkness, separated the waters to form sky, sea, and earth, 

organized day and night by the sun, moon, and stars, and then 

filled creation with birds, fishes, plants, animals, and 

humankind, the story claims, “God saw everything that God 

had made, and indeed, it was very good” (Genesis 1:31). What 

would it mean in life to see all people from the starting point 

of being good? Genuine love is clinging to the good, 

embracing the imago dei, or God’s image in everyone and 

everything. Rochelle Stackhouse explains that a core value for 

a follower of Christ is to “evaluate people’s actions from an 

assumption that their motives are good even if, at first glance, 

one might suspect the opposite” (Feasting on the Word, Year 

A, Volume 4, 16). Starting here automatically suspends 

judgment. From this place, we remain open to continue our 

relationship, learning alongside and better understanding the 

heart and story of the person. Such an act is countercultural, 

the kind of right worship Paul calls us to. 
 

As a teacher, I encountered a lot of people - children of all ages, 

parents, colleagues, and community members. If there is one 

thing I learned, every parent did the best they could with what 

they had at the time. I never met a parent who didn’t love their 

child; I met a lot of parents who were living very difficult life 

situations that created harmful environments or experiences for 

their children. It’s easy to judge, and more difficult to hold onto 

the goodness. Life is messy. For example, some parents 
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struggle with addictions, such as alcohol and drugs. Alcohol 

and drugs change a person’s personality. It’s difficult to hold 

down jobs. Money is spent on their addictions instead of food 

or clothing or rent. People become violent. It’s hard to separate 

the person who you see daily that is changed by the drugs and 

the goodness that lies inside the person. Paul instructs us to 

abhor the evil - the addiction, the behaviors, the violence. At 

the same time, hold fast to what is good, the human being God 

created and said, “It is very good.” One of my friends is an 

alcoholic who lives day by day, from meeting to meeting to 

stay clean. He tells me that the Alcoholic Anonymous 

meetings and that community, even after being clean over 

thirty years, keep him free today. Hearts and lives are 

transformed by radical mercy and love. People choose daily to 

walk by his side, in the very nitty gritty of life when it gets ugly 

and evil. People hold onto his goodness when he can’t. This is 

where Christ’s hope is found. This is what sets us apart. We 

know that in Christ, all things are possible. 
 

Even our values are places in which to reflect. One example is 

“work hard.” Culturally, our country is founded on the notion 

of social mobility and the value that hard work equals success. 

Yet, alongside this value comes a sense of shame around 

failure. The impoverished are often seen as lazy. It’s a place of 

fear and judgment. In the movie, Touchback, Scott Murphy is 

about to lose his wife’s family farm because he is unable to 

bring in the harvest before a big storm. For Scott, this is yet 

another failure he can’t endure, so he attempts suicide. Instead 

of dying, he finds himself transported back to his high school 

days. He is reliving the time just before the final football game 

of the season in which he broke his leg. It was this event that 

forever changed his future from football star and college 

graduate to a now almost bankrupt farmer in his hometown. 

Suddenly, he could change it all; he could change his decision 

to play that one game. Maybe you have a moment like that in 

your life. Would you change it? Scott was forced to grapple 

with how society, and thus himself, defines success and failure. 

He had to face his shame in order to choose love. I won’t tell 

you the ending, but I will say that goodness comes in 

unexpected places and ways. Sometimes hard work isn’t 

enough. Sometimes failure offers us more than success. 

Genuine love is clinging to the good. We have to believe that 

mercy and love heals all things. It is truly life-giving. That’s 

faith. Living our lives out of that faith is intentionally 

countercultural. It sets us apart. 
 

Paul begins his exhortation, “Genuine love is…” The word 

genuine literally means un-hypocritical (Christopher Hutson, 

Feasting on the Word, Year A, Volume 4, 17). How can you 

offer genuine love to anyone if in your heart you don’t believe 

in their goodness? Without recognizing the goodness within all 

things, what hope do you have in doing any of the other things 

Paul instructs us to do: mourning with those who mourn, 

blessing those who persecute you, feeding your enemy, 

extending hospitality to a stranger, and the list goes on. 

Without this starting point, how is anything that you do 

genuine, or literally, un-hypocritical? Our culture teaches us, 

from the time we are born, how to view and define our world. 

It does so without us even knowing it, through media, pop 

culture, what’s taught and what’s not taught, music, laws, 

values, and traditions. What we fear - what we’re taught to fear 

- is where we’re unable to see goodness. We tend to fear, and 

hate, what we don’t understand. Paul instructs us to go there; 

to meet the people and places with blessings, hospitality, and 

goodness. As we do this, as we encounter the beauty and 

goodness in those things we call enemy, we discover genuine 

love. We discover the very truth Paul is teaching: in all things, 

there is goodness. We must cling to this goodness. We must be 

the source of genuine love that transforms our life and the ones 

we choose to share it with. 

 

As World War II was ending in Europe, a German soldier held 

captive by Allied forces was interviewed by the British 

Broadcasting Corporation. One of the soldiers shared this 

story: 

In a shelter in Cologne, where young Catholics were 

keeping some Jews in hiding because their lives 

were threatened, American soldiers found the 

following inscription: 

I believe in the sun - even when it is not 

shining.  

I believe in God - even when He is silent.  

I believe in love - even when it is not 

apparent. 
 

What a beautiful testimony to love in a time and place where 

fear and hatred of Jewish people turned into violent acts of 

genocide. This to me is an expression of genuine love, of 

clinging to the good in all things despite what we are 

experiencing. Love and good are partners; carry them as if they 

are holding hands, inseparable, in your heart. Then seek to be 

a living example of genuine love as Paul describes it: 

Genuine love is: 

abhorring the evil; clinging to the good. 

being affectionate to one another in 

brotherly love. 

outdoing one another in honor, 

not lagging in diligence, 

being afire in the Spirit, 

serving the Lord, 

rejoicing in hope, 

persevering in affliction, 

being devoted in prayer, 

contributing to the needs of the saints, 

pursuing hospitality. 

 

Let our lives be fruitful, beautiful and playful, everyday 

be thankful for the love of God. 


