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August 30th – Our 2nd in-

person, outdoor worship service 

will be held at 6:30PM, with Holy 

Communion (please bring a small 

piece of bread & juice, or another 

type of drink); we will have 

prepackaged communion sets 

available, if needed. 

Social distancing and masks are 

required. 

 

 

 
 

 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, August 30th AM 

1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 

Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 

Sunday, August 30th AM 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09
HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 

 

 

Calvary Weekly Connection 

 
Our Spirit Is Breath 

Sermon from August 23rd, 2020 
[Read Romans 12:1-8, CEB] 

A literal Greek translation of the first 

line reads, “Therefore I urge you, 

brothers, through the compassions of 

God to present the bodies of you a 

sacrifice living, holy, well-pleasing to 

God, [which is] the spiritual service of 

you.” This morning we will wrestle 

with this single line that offers 

guidance in what Paul understands as 

acceptable worship. 

First, the word “therefore” indicates 

that Paul is drawing a conclusions 

 based on what he has said previously in this letter (Sarah Heaner Lancaster, 

Romans, 202). The text that follows is Paul’s practical application to what he 

has explained about God and the work God has done in and through Jesus 

Christ. Here’s a quick snapshot of what we have examined so far in our study 

of Paul’s epistle to the Romans: 

• There is no condemnation in Christ 

• This is God’s field, and we all grow in it together as both sinner and 

saint 

• Life is hard, and there is nothing that can separate us from God’s love 

• We are the messengers of the good news 

• God does not let go of any of us; God’s grace is freely given 

 

This is the loving God to which Paul urges our loyalty. It’s here that we must 

begin, in faithfulness to a God of endless grace, who never condemns, who 

remains with us despite our brokenness, who stands with us in solidarity 

through our suffering, who sends us to share this message of love with  

others who need it, and who never lets us go.  Never.  Out of this grace,  

 “through the compassions of God” of which we cannot comprehend, Paul urges us to respond. This is so critical, 

and yet so difficult to explain, that what we do is in response to what we have already experienced, God’s unending 

grace. 

Secondly, Paul addresses this letter to the entire membership of the Roman church. The “you” is plural in form.  

            ~Sermon cont’d page 3 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
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31 –  Samantha Wagner 
122 Hemlock Rd. 

Reading, PA  19607 
 

01 –  Mike Bassetti 
12 Eagles Lane 
Sinking Spr., PA  19608 

 

01 –  Luke Myers 
 51 Guigley Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

04 –  Bruce Madeira 
 10 Weber Dr. 

Topton, PA 19562 
 

06 –  Doris McCleary 
 230 Hawthorne Ct. North 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
 

06 –  Kylie Stump 
585 Wolfe Lane 
Mohnton, PA  19540 

The Thursday Morning Adult Bible Study, which was placed 
on hold due to Covid-19 last March, will be ready to resume in 
our Chapel AND on Zoom on Thursday, October 1st, @ 9:30 
AM (note the updated start date.)  Bob Wagner, CLM will 
facilitate the study and discussion on the Book of Hebrews.  
Please bring your bible along. 
 

Procedurally, if you plan to attend in person, you will be signed-
in and have your temperature taken in the Gathering Area before 
proceeding to the Chapel.   
After the study is over, attendees will be asked to assist in wiping 
down the chairs. 
 

For those who plan to attend via Zoom, please watch for that 
information to be communicated in September.  

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 34 
 
Current Year thru 8/23/20      Last Year thru 8/24/19 
Received           $179,395      Received                  $190,816 
Annual Budget  $320,000      Annual Budget          $308,162 
%Rec’d to Date      56.1%     %Rec’d to Date              61.9% 

 

~Prayer Requests & Updates~ 
 

Helen Hartman – Recovery from heart surgery 

going very well; many thanks for your prayers 

 

Ed Lieser, Sr.- Spot on esophagus has shrunk 
from chemo/radiation; new spot found on his 
liver; undergoing immunotherapy 
 

Gwen Rizzo – Eldest sister of Manetta 

Maniaci; recently diagnosed w/ kidney issues, 

and she does not want to undergo dialysis 

 

Mifflin Food 

Ministry 

Next 

Distribution: 

9/19 @ 9AM 

(Zion ECC) 

 

Hygiene Items 

Needed: 

 

Shampoo 

Toothpaste 

Deodorant 

Body wash 

Liquid hand 

soap 

Mouthwash 
Dental floss 

The second round of 

Conversations on Race 

will begin on Sunday, 

September 20th at 

6:30PM via Zoom.  

Watch for more 

information as the date 

approaches.  We will 

continue to us the 

same Zoom sign-up 

that we do for Sunday 

AM worship. 

Send a Card or Greeting to a Shut-in 

 

Mary Jo Hollis  Shirley Mae Miller 

Country Meadows, Apt. 414 Lutheran Home, Rm. D205 

1803 Tulpehocken Rd. 1 S. Home Ave. 

Wyomissing, PA  19610 Topton, PA 19562 

 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW??  If you 

attend Sunday morning worship 

or a small group study via Zoom 

by PHONE, to mute or unmute, 

PRESS *6. 



 

The request is made to the community as a whole, not as 

individuals. God’s love is universal, for creation itself is 

an expression of God’s love made visible. God will not 

let go of any of us, and so we, too, are called to participate 

in this beautiful dance of connection. It gives me pause to 

really consider how we genuinely accept each other as 

family, as brothers and sisters. We often speak the idea of 

being a church family. How does that language truly 

compare with your idea of your immediate family or 

extended family? How does considering a complete 

stranger as brother or sister feel? What about a homeless 

person or a Muslim neighbor or a Chinese farmer on the 

other side of the world? Paul teaches that we are no longer 

grouped by society’s definitions of class, gender, race, 

ethnicity, political affiliation, religion, or language. The 

love of Christ has no boundaries, no condemnation, and 

requires nothing of us except to graciously receive it. Just 

as Christ lets go of no one, we, too, must respond with 

such grace to everyone. Through Christ, we belong to 

God’s kin-dom. 

If there’s one lesson that we need to grasp as a result of 

the Covid-19 pandemic, it is just how interconnected all 

of life is on this planet we call home. The other day I read 

a CNN article, dated August 6 2020, with this headline: 

“Almost 100 people in Ohio were infected with 

coronavirus after man attended church service” 
(https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/05/health/ohio-church-coronavirus-

spread/index.html). Ohio’s governor, Governor DeWine, 

reports, “A man with Covid-19 went to church in mid-

June, then 91 other people got sick, including 53 who 

were at the service…It spread like wildfire, wildfire.” 

This event was used as a case study to demonstrate how 

one person was able to infect 91 people in a very short 

period of time. Of the 53 infected at the church, 18 of 

those people then spread it to at least one other person. 

What’s so incredible is that a person is able to indirectly 

impact the lives of people without ever having been in 

contact with them, without even knowing them.  

When we speak about our faith, we lift up the power of 

the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is breath, like wind. Its power 

is in its ability to move and inspire. Covid-19 finds its 

power in breath as well; it is transmitted primarily by the 

breath of its victims. It is invisible. When we breathe out, 

we expel microscopic water droplets into the air. 

Coronavirus lives in those droplets. We can’t see these 

droplets, ours nor other people’s. A study conducted by 

Duke measured the effectiveness of masks 
(https://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2020/08/14/some-masks-are-

better-than-others-at-stopping-virus-duke-study-shows/). They 

designed a box with a laser, lens, and cell phone camera 

that allowed you to actually see the remaining water 

droplets after breathing through the various masks. It’s a 

powerful image to watch, to make visible what we can’t 

see with our naked eyes. Imagine as you sit, walk, or even 

sleep, you leave a wake, like a boat in a lake, of water 

droplets. People who pass in your wake breathe in these 

droplets. With the coronavirus, our breath is a potential 

health risk for others. You also walk in the wake of other 

people’s breath. Our connection with others is more than 

just what we say to them or how we act toward them. Our 

very presence can be either helpful or harmful. This isn’t 

a new reality; it’s always been true. Our Spirit, too, is 

breath, like wind. It blows through the universe, powerful 

and transformative. How we choose to live daily truly 

makes a difference in a circle wider than we can 

conceptualize. 

Paul understood this a long time ago, even without the 

technology of seeing the dance that our breath makes or 

the ability to map the reach of our touch. Our spirit is 

breath, moving, connecting, and touching. Thus, Paul 

encourages us, our whole selves, to become a living 

sacrifice. If you’re like me, the word sacrifice can feel 

off-putting. We have to remember Paul’s audience at the 

time. Sacrifice was a common ritual practice. It was 

common for that offering to be a life given through the 

slaying of an animal. What was presented to God was 

dead, and it was burned as to be a pleasing incense for the 

divine. Paul’s language of sacrifice is different. Starkly 

different. The sacrifice here is living, and the implication 

in offering our body is that it is our whole self. Imagine 

that all of us, members of God’s inclusive family, are the 

instruments through which God loves and redeems. This 

offering is not offered at a Temple or on a specific day or 

for a specific reason. This offering is through the way that 

we live daily. If our spirits interact and connect like 

breath, like wind, then what we do every day is that 

important. Paul encourages that our daily lives be holy, 

that is set apart and dedicated to God. Our lives must 

honor God, be acceptable and well-pleasing. 
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While we often say we come to church to worship, Paul 

describes it differently in this passage. Paul explains that 

our daily living is a form of worship, an ongoing offering. 

If daily living is an act of worship, there is never a time 

when you aren’t a living offering. Messiah UMC in 

Lafayette Hill has a sign as you exit the church’s parking 

lot that says, “Entering the mission field.” This is where 

the true worship begins, in daily living. 

So what does this look like in today’s world? I’d like to 

share an example with you that is happening in 

Germantown, a community in Philadelphia. Germantown 

High School is a secondary school that closed its doors in 

2013. This massive 115-year old property has since been 

abandoned. A team of developers are planning a private 

and public mixed-use development that would include 

housing units, a charter school, cafe, co-working space, 

and community facilities. This all sounds wonderful, but 

the residents in Germantown are skeptical. It is common 

in communities like Germantown where the poverty rate 

is 26% for developers to buy up buildings and renovate 

them. This process is called gentrification. Gentrification 

is most often accompanied by extreme and unnecessary 

cultural displacement. As there is an increase in more 

affluent residents and businesses, the long-time residents, 

primarily black and Hispanic, who once lived in the 

houses and shopped in the stores are displaced. The 

impact is often devastating to the community who 

currently reside in the area. This is why residents in 

Germantown expressed frustration over the development 

of a cornerstone public space now being privatized. 

After this team of developers created a plan, they turned 

to the people of Germantown for input at several town 

meetings. McCabe from the Philadelphia Inquirer 

reports that one community member argued that the ten 

percent of affordable housing units, just 24 of 236 

planned units, is not enough in a community with a 26 

percent poverty rate. Other members questioned the 

charter school, pressed for specific rent prices, and 

requested the use of a local work force (“A first look at 

Germantown High School’s redevelopment, including 

housing, charter school, co-working space,” 
https://www.inquirer.com/real-estate/germantown-high-school-fulton-

elementary-developer-jack-azran-community-meeting-reassessment-

20190604.html). With very few modifications and minimal 

agreement to the requests, the project has since moved 

forward. One community member exclaims, “We’re very 

upset they’ve moved forward without the community. It 

snuffed our voices out” (https://whyy.org/articles/germantown-

highs-50m-housing-remake-moves-forward-over-community-concerns/). 

The investment in this project is mutual - those who live 

and work in the Germantown community and the 

developers. It’s often not just what we do but how we go 

about it, by seriously taking into consideration the needs, 

interests, and ideas of all people. 

This is where we discover the practical aspect of Paul’s 

message to be a living sacrifice, to pursue what is good, 

acceptable, and well-pleasing to God.  

1. Paul reminds us not to conform to this world. In 

this world, we cling to tangible things, like 

money, jobs, family, and houses. We seek job 

titles, economic status, and ownership. These are 

the values of this world. In the kin-dom, this is 

God’s field where everything belongs to the God. 

We are all family striving to work together, to lift 

one another up, and stand in solidarity with the 

powerless.  

2. Paul directs us to figure out God’s will. The 

community as a whole needs to discern and to 

enact together. Who sits at this table is extremely 

important. Who leads, who votes, whose voice is 

given an opportunity to be heard all determine the 

outcome. Who comes with an open heart to learn 

and explore possibilities impacts whether the 

choices are reflective of the community or of a 

few in power? It is a humbling work to gather, to 

listen to varying and even conflicting views, and 

to determine God’s will that is for the good of the 

whole. 

3. Paul explains that we all are made with varying 

gifts in order that God’s will can be enacted and 

fulfilled. There is both the recognition of our gifts 

and the willingness to share our gifts.  

 

God calls us to a different way of living. It’s vital as 

Christians that we assess our values and practices to align 

them with a way of compassion, justice, and kindness for 

all people. 

Our daily living intersects with so many other lives that 

we often fail to recognize the scope of our touch. That’s 

why Paul calls us to a more acceptable worship, a daily 

living where we intentionally consider all that we do as a 

way of honoring God. As a response to God’s grace, we 

pursue what is good, acceptable, and well-pleasing to 

God. Our spirit is like breath, like wind - it blows through 

us and reaches farther than we can imagine. Let us be an 

instrument of God’s love with a soft touch intended to be 

helpful, kind, and just. As Paul writes, “Therefore I urge 

you, brothers, through the compassions of God to present 

the bodies of you a sacrifice living, holy, well-pleasing to 

God, [which is] the spiritual service of you.” 
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