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AUGUST 16th - Did you miss 

it?  Have you been eagerly 

waiting to worship in-person?  
Well, our first outdoor, in-person worship 

took place last Sunday at 6:30PM.  The 

weather in the AM was questionable, but 

the sun came out; the temperature was 

perfect; volunteers came to help; live 

instrumental music was played by Linda 

Ebersole; Pastor Tamie gave a message 

and led us in Holy Communion.  If you’ve 

been missing the fellowship of our 

church family and Sunday worship, mark 

your calendar now and plan to attend the 

next outdoor service! 
 

August 30th – Outdoor Worship on 

the side lawn at 6:30PM, with Holy 

Communion (please bring a small piece 

of bread & juice, or another type of 

drink); we will have prepackaged 

communion sets available, if needed. 

Social distancing and masks are 

required. 

 

 

 
 

 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, August 23rd at 9AM 

1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 

Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 

Sunday, August 23rd at 9AM 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09
HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 

 

August 23rd @ 6:30PM 

Conversations on Race continue 

 

LOG INTO WORSHIP LINK…same 
channel, different time (see above 

left hand text box) 
 

Calvary Weekly Connection 

 

In this letter to the churches of Rome, Paul is addressing divisive 
behavior. The Gentile population of Christ followers far outnumbers its 
Jewish members. There is controversy now over the faithful identity of 
the Hebrew nation as the “chosen people.” An interesting aspect to this 
story is that an edict of Emperor Claudius had once banned all Jews 
from Rome (John M. Vonderbruegge, Feasting on the Word, Year A, 
Volume 3, 355).  As these faith communities of Christ followers formed 
in Rome, they did so without any chance of including the Jews. When 
this letter of Paul was written, the Jews have returned. Apparently, the 
Gentiles are boasting of their increasing numbers, assuming power, 

8/16 Sermon Message: 
Humble Pie 

[Read: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32, CEB]
  

and marginalizing their Jewish brothers and sisters. There is argument over who is chosen and what will happen 
to Jews who reject Jesus. Paul speaks to both communities: 
 

Paul’s opening line, “So I ask you, has God rejected his people? Absolutely not!” is the conclusion of Paul’s long 
reflection on a Jewish community that refuses to recognize Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s covenant with the 
Israelites. Paul is grappling with the Israelite tribe’s longtime identification of being the “chosen” people of God, 
the fate of his friends and family. As this community denies what Paul so faithfully believes in Christ, he and 
other Jewish followers of Jesus are mourning. Israel has heard but has not understood. Paul asserts that God 
hasn’t and will never reject the Hebrew nation. He uses himself, once a Pharisee who persecuted Christ who 
persecuted Christ followers, as proof that God does not cast anyone away. As a second example, he points to 

~Sermon cont’d page 3 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
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23 –  Lee Keinard 
 141 Hickory Ln. 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
 

23 –  Parker Diedrich 
 484 Hain Rd. 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 
 

26 –  Aaron Dearstyne 
 72 Peach Street 
 Mohnton, PA  19540 
 
27 –  Yvonne Davies 
 27 Pear St. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 
27 –  Linda Ebersole 
 147 Walnut Street 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

29 –  Doris Bentz 
 14 Foxtail Pl. 

Wernersville, PA  19565 
 

29 –  Morgan MacMahon 
 702 Sycamore Rd. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

31 –  Samantha Wagner 
535 Chestnut St. 

West Reading, PA 19611 

The Thursday Morning Adult Bible Study, which was placed on hold 
due to Covid-19 last March, will be ready to resume in our Chapel AND 
on Zoom on Thursday, September 17th at 9:30AM.   
 

Bob Wagner, CLM will facilitate the study and discussion on the Book of 
Hebrews.  Please bring your bible along. 
 

Procedurally, if you plan to attend in person, you will be signed-in and 
have your temperature taken in the Gathering Area before proceeding to 
the Chapel.   
After the study is over, attendees will be asked to assist in wiping down 
the chairs. 
 

For those who plan to attend via Zoom, please watch for that information 
to be communicated in September.  

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 33 
 
Current Year thru 8/16/20      Last Year thru 8/17/19 
Received           $175,115      Received                  $188,160 
Annual Budget  $320,000      Annual Budget          $308,162 
%Rec’d to Date      54.7%     %Rec’d to Date              61.1% 

 

Gifts of Time, Talents, 

Tithes, and Service = 

~Prayer Request~ 
JoAnne Stephenson – Wife of 

Terry; hospitalized 

 

Dear Members of Calvary UMC: 
 

The Mifflin Community Food Ministry is very grateful 
for the $1,140 you donated in the month of August. We 
distributed 107 back packs filled with school supplies for 
Mifflin children as their families received assistance 
with food and paper product needs.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 

Sincerely yours, 
Janet C. Reese, Secretary 

Mifflin Food Ministry 
Next Distribution: 9/19 

@ 9AM (Zion ECC) 
 

Hygiene Items Needed: 
Shampoo 

Toothpaste 
Deodorant 
Body wash 

Liquid hand soap 
Mouthwash 
Dental floss 



 

God’s judgment of the Israelites when Elijah pleads for 

God’s mercy on the disobedient Hebrew nation. In the 

end, God redeems all of Israel because of the faithful 

remnant. The nature and character of God is so faithful 

and merciful that God does not let any of us go. So we 

find Paul’s emphatic declaration: “has God rejected his 

people? Absolutely not!” 

Paul is correcting the Gentile church which now 

imagines itself as the elect. Instead, Paul demonstrates 

how they together, both Jew and Gentile, are the 

recipients of God’s mercy and grace. Paul attempts to 

disarm the either/or dualistic thinking that is charging the 

divisiveness. They argue over whether it is either the 

Jews or the Gentiles. Instead, Paul assures them that it 

is both, that their stories are interwoven. The God of the 

Hebrew Nation is the root of Gentile faith, and Paul 

argues that the rejection of Jesus by the Jewish 

community perpetuated the mission to the Gentiles. The 

salvation of the Gentiles is linked with the Jews and 

extends to every nation. God’s grace is available to 

everyone. Paul makes it clear, “the gifts and the calling 

of God are irrevocable.” There are no take backs. There 

is nothing anyone can do to be beyond the reach of 

God’s grace; there is nothing anyone does to gain it. 

God’s plan is a sweeping redemptive plan that will 

reconcile all of humanity. As theologian, Mary Beth 

Anton, explains, “God does not let any of us go” 

(Feasting on the Word, Year A, Volume 3, 355). 

Essentially, Paul is reprimanding the Gentile population 

for its arrogance, its judgment against their fellow Jewish 

brothers and sisters. Paul finds the common ground with 

the closing line in this passage: “God has locked up all 

people in disobedience, in order to have mercy on all of 

them.” This is a cutting correction to anyone who 

believes they are in anyway better than another. All is a 

controversial term in Christian language. There is a lot 

of talk about who receives grace and who doesn’t. 

There’s a lot of talk about who deserves it, how you 

might earn it, and who will be rejected. Yet no one 

argues the first “all.” God has imprisoned all in 

disobedience. Theologian, Kyle Fedler, argues that if we 

believe this to be true, that we are all disobedient, then 

we must accept the second “all” (Feasting on the Word, 

Year A, Volume 3, 354). God has mercy for all. No 

exceptions. No conditions. God’s grace is freely given, 

unconditional, and steadfast. Paul is reminding us that 

we’re all in the same sinking boat with the same rescue 

team, a merciful, loving God that never lets go of us. 

Essentially, we all just ate a piece of humble pie.  

As I considered this feasting on humble pie, what it 

means to place us all on the same playing field, I thought 

about the award-winning Downton Abbey series. How 

many of you have watched this series? Downton Abbey 

depicts the lives of the aristocratic Crawley family and 

their domestic servants as they navigate the swift 

changing landscape before and after World War 1. The 

Crawley family is Lord over the Downton Abbey 

Yorkshire country estate, wealthy and powerful. 

Meanwhile, a crew of domestic servants live downstairs. 

For the Crawley’s, reputation is everything; both the 

family and servants become co-conspirators in avoiding 

public scandals. While cover-up seems to always be the 

instinctual response, acts of mercy and kindness tend to 

heal all of it in the end. 

As the plot unfolds, we watch as this family, held to the 

highest standards of living, struggles with living a 

“perfect” life within the critical public purview. What the 

audience discovers, as they find entrance into the 

hallways, bedrooms, and everyday lives of the family, is 

the very imperfect, broken realities of all humans. Early 

on, Lady Mary, the eldest of the Crawley daughters, 

awakens Lady Grantham, her mother, and Anna, her 

loyal servant, to help her carry a dead male friend out of 

her bedroom in the middle of the night. Any news of such 

a story will certainly make it impossible for Lady Mary to 

ever secure an appropriate husband of her stature. She 

is ruined, or so it seems. Lady Mary does marry the one 

she loves, Matthew Crawley, while also securing the title 

and estate with a male heir. Lady Mary, regardless of 

scandal and reputation, is the woman he loves; he 

accepts her with grace and mercy. 

The youngest daughter, Lady Sybil, falls madly in love 

with Tom Branson, an Irish Catholic reformer and their 

chauffeur! Tom moves from basement to main house, 

causing discomfort and arguments from both the jealous 

servants and aristocrats forced to dine with him and hear 

challenging dialogue about equality and freedom for the 

Irish. When his wife, Lady Sybil, dies of childbirth, the 

Crawley family navigates how to accept Tom and to 

value his opinions and contributions. Their 

granddaughter is baptized Catholic! The whole family 

swallows a huge piece of humble pie as Tom plays a key 

role in securing the future of Downton Abbey as they 

watch other estates go broke. 

Equally well, potential scandals break out in the 

servant’s quarters. Lord Grantham’s valet, Mr. Bates, is 

arrested and convicted for murdering his first wife. The 

Crawley household rallies around Mr. Bates to prove his 
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innocence. An angry servant, O’Brien, retaliates against 

Lady Grantham. She causes Lady Grantham to slip 

getting out of the tub, which unintentionally leads to a 

miscarriage. O’Brien reels from the consequences of her 

actions and changes her once deviant behavior. One of 

the servants gives birth to a baby of an officer receiving 

medical treatment in the estate during World War I. 

When the officer denies his responsibility, the young 

woman resorts to prostitution in order to care for her 

child. Compassionate women surround this young 

mother, challenge the persecution at the expense of 

their own reputation, and assist her in establishing a 

future. The storyline holds endless drama over acts of 

disobedience, scrutiny, and human fallacy. 

How isthis even remotely related to Paul’s theology of 

universal grace? The stories of the Crawleys and their 

servants illustrate that all of us are imprisoned in 

disobedience - with or without money; male or female; 

British or Irish or a citizen of the United States; servant 

or Lord; Protestant, Catholic, or Jewish. Privilege and 

power is often used to mask it as much as possible, but 

even that does not always protect us. Ultimately, in the 

end, we all need each other. Not only do we require 

mercy and grace, but we are all called to offer it. In either 

case, these moments are humbling and most often 

transformative. The Crawley’s discover this through war, 

scandal, tragedy, the women’s suffrage movement, and 

the eventual decline of the British aristocracy. 

The big wall seems to come when we face that final 

moment of death and what happens beyond this life. 

There’s a voice that comes to me every time I think 

about God’s breadth of mercy. Someone once said to 

me that she couldn’t fathom how her alcoholic, violent 

father could receive God’s mercy upon his death. She 

knew his evil so thoroughly. Many elderly people 

contemplating death wonder what God will think of them 

and the life they lived. Confessions pour out; remorse 

and guilt fill the space. It seems so impossible to imagine 

that God loves us all the same; God’s mercy is so 

limitless. Songwriter, Bart Millard, beautifully illustrates 

this final moment in his song “If I Can Only Imagine.” The 

song was written in response to his own experience of 

God’s redemption in the life of his abusive father and 

their relationship. He writes, 

I can only imagine what it will be like 

When I walk, by your side 

I can only imagine what my eyes will see 

When your face is before me 

I can only imagine 

I can only imagine 
 

Surrounded by Your glory 

What will my heart feel 

Will I dance for you Jesus 

Or in awe of You be still 

Will I stand in your presence 

Or to my knees will I fall 

Will I sing hallelujah 

Will I be able to speak at all 

I can only imagine 

I can only imagine 
 

Friends, I’d like to explain to you just how it works. It’s a 

mystery. As the prophet Isaiah wrote, “For my thoughts 

are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says 

the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 

than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9). Paul makes it clear, 

God does not let any of us go. Never. If that is true, then 

we need not wait for that final moment. We are free to 

live with this same God-sized love and mercy throughout 

our lives now. When Paul puts “all” as equals, one not 

more important than another, he is challenging us to live 

in a totally different way than what we experience in our 

daily lives. It’s the ultimate challenge of Christianity - 

unbounded love and mercy. We should live as if we, too, 

will not let anyone go. Who has God placed in your life, 

to journey with and love unconditionally? Who do you 

know that needs to hear this message of mercy? What 

is happening in your life right now in which you need 

mercy and love? Who can you turn to for help? It’s not 

possible for any one of us to fathom the depth of God’s 

mercy or to imagine God’s plan for all of humanity, for 

all creation. We’re bound together, eating from the same 

humble pie, as Creator God holds on to us all.
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CONVERSATIONS ON RACE 

THE FINAL SESSION IN OUR FIRST ROUND 

OF “CONVERSATIONS ON RACE” WILL 

TAKE PLACE THIS COMING SUNDAY, 

AUGUST 23RD @ 6:30PM VIA ZOOM.  PLEASE 

USE THE SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

LOG-IN (SEE PAGE 1, LEFT COLUMN).  THE 

REMAINING SEGMENT OF THE MOVIE “13” 

WILL BE VIEWED AND DISCUSSED.  IN 

ADDITION, FINAL THOUGHTS AND 

INSIGHTS WILL BE SHARED BY THOSE 

WHO PARTICPATED IN ANY OF THE 

CONVERATIONS OVER THE PAST 6 WEEKS. 

 

WATCH FOR THE START OF OUR SECOND 

SESSION OF CONVERATIONS ON SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 20TH. 
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Dear Friends, 
 

 I hope you are all enjoying the loveliness of late summer.  Fall is coming on quickly- a  
time of new beginnings, new shoes, new books, and new grades in school.  This year is  
certainly different, though, as almost everything seems on hold, cancelled, virtual, or up  
in the air somewhere!  Yet we remain strong in our trust that God does all things well  
and He is watching over us and will see us through. 
 

Adult Choir practice will resume as soon as we can be sure that it is safe for us to come together. Kingdom Kids will 
also resume as soon as it is safely possible.  I hope that you are all safe and healthy.  I look forward to the time we can 
have fellowship and learn new music together.  
 

As public school music classes resume, I am carefully following all that is happening in the classrooms.  If we can safely 
begin in January or sooner, that would be great.  But the best information I can give you at this time is that we do not 
really know much about what is coming to us in the next few months.   
 

So, in summary, we will resume our music ministries at Calvary just as soon as we possibly can.  I miss all of you and 
wish you strength and endurance as we labor through the present difficulties.  Be encouraged and encourage one 
another!  Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. ~Galatians 6:2 
 

In Christ, 
 

Linda Ebersole 

 

Send a Card or 

Greeting to a Shut-in 
 

Pegge Harshaw 

501 Sycamore Rd. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 

 

Marion Loesch 

Phoebe Berks Healthcare 

Center 

1 Reading Dr., Rm. 230 

Wernersville, PA 19565 

 

Janet Tait 

Berks Heim Rm B216 

1011 Berks Rd. 

Leesport, PA  19522 

 

John & Dorismarie Rowe 

1411 Farm Crest Dr. 

Ephrata, PA  17522 

 

Doris Metz 

Berks Heim, Rm B213 

1011 Berks Rd. 

Leesport, PA  19533 

 

Prayer Shawls are 

available at the church if 

you know of someone who 

might be comforted by 

receiving one.  Just call the 

church office to set up a 

time to pick one up. 

 

Regular print and large 

print Upper Room 

devotionals are also 

available in the Gathering 

area of the church. Call to 

set up a time to pick up a 

copy for yourself…and 

maybe a neighbor or friend, 

too. 

 

Prayer requests may be 

sent to the church via 

email, by phone, or by 

texting Pastor Tamie (610-

780-1486) or Janet 

Dearstyne (610-207-7773). 
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Hey families and leaders of Calvary Kids and Youth, 

 

All of you should have received the email I sent out 

this past Sunday regarding "Re-thinking Christian Ed. 

for Calvary Kids and Youth," suggesting the idea of a 

family-centered small group, and asking a number of 

questions regarding that idea and other items.  Please, 

if you haven't already done so, read the message at the 

top of the form and go through the form answering as 

honestly and completely as you can.  I'd like to follow 

up with a phone conversation this week to work 

through the ideas on the form and to just get an overall 

sense of how I can best support your family and the 

spiritual formation of your kids in the upcoming year. 

 https://forms.gle/gGcy3mhjNMNn4ggbA 

These are trying times, but out of difficulty comes 

new and creative practice, and so I hope that will be 

the case here. 

I'm looking forward to catching up with all of you and 

building the future with our kids and youth! 

(If you're having trouble accessing the document, 

please send me an email or call me, 

christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com, (717) 376-5780) 

Peace, 

Richie Weitzel, DCE 

 

 

HOW TO SIGN 

UP TO 

JOIN A SMALL 

GROUP 
 

Use the GoogleForms 

online document, 

accessible on our church 

website or copy and paste 

the following link into 

your web browser: 

https://forms.gle/GajD2L

EXmqhn4Byu5 

 

Go there to fill out the 

brief questionnaire and 

you will be contacted by 

the DCE shortly to get 

connected with a group. 

 

If you need help filling 

out this questionnaire, 

please contact Janet in the 

church office at 610-777-

8441 or email Richie at 

christianed.calvmohn@g

mail.com. 

Please refer to the Small Group newsletter sent to out 

about a month ago.  It’s also available on Calvary’s 

website at www.calvaryumcmohnton,org.  Look for 

the homepage slider that says “Small Groups” and 

follow the instructions in the post. 
 

Next week, an update on the current participation in 

our older and newest small group, including personal 

testimonials 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, the publisher of Upper Room 

Ministries has been offering their daily devotionals FREE online. To 

view or print the July/August devotionals, go to:  
 

https://www.anaheimumc.org/upper-room-devotionals-free-for-july-

august/ 

https://forms.gle/gGcy3mhjNMNn4ggbA
mailto:christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/GajD2LEXmqhn4Byu5
https://forms.gle/GajD2LEXmqhn4Byu5
http://www.calvaryumcmohnton,org/
https://www.anaheimumc.org/upper-room-devotionals-free-for-july-august/
https://www.anaheimumc.org/upper-room-devotionals-free-for-july-august/

