
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP & DISCUSSIONS 
 

Moving forward, our Sunday evening meeting schedule will look like this: 

 

August 9th & 23rd @ 6:30PM Conversations on Race continue 

 

LOG INTO WORSHIP LINK…same channel, different time (see above 
lefthand text box) 

 

August 16th and 30th – Outdoor Worship on the side lawn at 6:30PM, with Holy 

Communion (please bring a small piece of bread & juice, or another type of drink); 

we will have prepackaged communion sets available, if needed. 

Social distancing and masks are required. 

 

9AM Zoom Worship will continue to be offered each Sunday morning.  This will 

continue into future months. 

 

 
 

 
ZOOM WORSHIP 

by Phone 
 

Sunday, August 9th at 9AM 
1-646-558-8656 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 
Password: 082013 

 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 

Sunday, August 9th at 9AM 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09
HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 

 

Calvary Weekly Connection 

 August 9th – August 14th, 2020 
 

[Read Scripture: Romans 8:26-39, CEB] 
 

LIFE IS HARD 
In Paul’s final letter, he addresses the recipients of this letter as “God’s 

beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints.” That’s quite a title to uphold. 

God’s beloved. Saints. Paul does not write this whimsically but intends to 
directly set the expectations high, God-sized high. Imagine the audience 
listening to this letter as it is read out loud. Certainly they looked around 
bewildered, wondering if Paul is speaking to them at all. Certainly he has 

made an error. God’s beloved? Saints? Kings are considered Lords, most 
definitely not the commoner. Paul initiates with expectations at all new 
heights, beyond any possibility his listeners could fathom. This raises the 
question of what it means to live in allegiance to God. Followers of Christ 
remain loyal to God rather than to sin, loyal to Love rather than hate, loyal 
to Justice rather than power and violence. 
 

Paul doesn’t just set great expectations, he meets his audience right where 
they are. He acknowledges human weakness. He highlights the grit reality 

which people face day in and day out. Life doesn’t feel so holy. People don’t 
feel so saintly. Paul acknowledges life is hard. Life is hard. At the very heart 
of being human is the experience of loss and grief. 
    ~Cont’d on p. 4 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09


Winter Hats, Gloves/Mittens and Scarves…IN JULY??? 

No, not to wear in this 90+ degree weather, but it won’t be very long before the cooler 
temperatures return…and winter! 
The Mifflin Food Ministry leaders at Zion ECC received a donation of new yarn and 
knitting needles.  They are asking Calvary knitters/crocheters to start now, making hats, 
scarves & gloves for those who have none.    
If you need yarn or knitting needles, please contact Deb A. from Zion ECC (610-507-2572).  

She’ll be happy to have you stop by to choose what you need to get started. 
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09 –  Kathy Keinard 

 42 Maple St., Apt. 2-A 

Mohnton, PA 19540 

 

10 –  Kaitlyn Highduch 

 5016 Cherrywood Dr. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 

 

12 –  David Eshelman 

 137 W. Summit St. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 

 

15 –  Keri Morton 

 1029 N Clayton St. 

Wilmington, DE 19805 

 

16 –  Pete Radwanski 

 47 Greenleaf Rd. 

Bluffton, SC 29910 

 

16 –  Shannon Wagner 

 535 Chestnut St. 

West Reading, PA 19611 

 
Covid-19 requires additional prep for 

worship, extra hands on deck during 

worship, and follow-up tear-

down/touch-up cleaning afterward.  

So, MORE willing hands and hearts are 

needed☺  

 

Volunteer to be a “J Walker” 

(Walking with Jesus)  
 

✓Willing to serve during outdoor 

worship? 

✓Prepare or clean up the worship space? 

✓Greet and seat people? 

✓Read liturgy, scripture, or poetry? 

✓Offer hospitality and joy for Jesus 

during 

 in-person services? 
 

Please contact Janet Dearstyne (610-777-

8441 or 

administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net).  

We’d like to have a group of 10-12 

volunteers to set up a rotation schedule. 

 

Please remember to 

regularly check the 

online church calendar 

on Calvary’s website: 

calvaryumcmohnton.org.  

All small groups, ministry 

meetings, and services 

(Zoom, as well as on-

site) will be listed, 

including details, when 

necessary & available. 
 

To avoid cross-over 

scheduling, all church 

and small group leaders 

are asked to inform 

Janet in the church office 

when new meetings are 

scheduled or any 

updates are needed. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 30 
 

Current Year thru        08/02/2020       

Received               $163,870       

Annual Budget Need     $320,000        

%Rec’d to Date                   51.2%       

 

Last Year thru              08/0322019 

Received                         $176,329 

Annual Budget Need       $308,162 

%Rec’d to Date                    57.2% 

 

Sunday AM Adult Study – Following 9AM 

Zoom Worship 

For Sundays  8/9 & 8/16, the topic of Belonging will 

continue as we   consider the dynamics of identity 

formed in community, asking questions like "who am 

I," "whose am I?"  What is similar and different about 

identity markers in the religious settings over the past 

decades?   

Joining Zoom link (same as Sunday AM worship): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM

09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09  

 Meeting ID: 647 829 181; Password: 082013 

 

Items needed for the August  

Mifflin Food Ministry 
 
 

School supplies needed for August 15 pantry:  

book bags, 2-pocket folders, snack food for 

lunch containers -applesauce, pudding, juice 

boxes, granola bars, small bags of chips 

For the month of August, Wednesday 

evening Zoom education will cease as 

leadership spends the rest of the month 

planning for new Fall initiatives. 

Due to the on-going Covid-

19 pandemic, the 

uncertainty of what the 

weeks and months ahead 

might bring, the Fall 

Outgrown & Bake Sale has 

been cancelled for  

this year. 

Hello Calvary; 

It is with mixed emotions that Jennifer and I are planning to 

bid our Church family, friends, and neighbors a “fare thee 

well”.  We are moving to Georgia to be closer to our grandson 

Carson, son Tyson, and daughter Valerie.  Jennifer has 

accepted the position of Director of the new Wellness Center 

affiliated with Our Family Health Center in Monroe. 

Our involvement with Calvary UMC began in 1971 when the 

Kells, George, Madalyn, Jeff, Brad, and eleven-year-old 

Jennifer became involved members.  It was 1985 when Pastor 

Garrett pronounced Jen and me as man and wife, and 1996 

when the Wocklish family moved from Exeter Township to 

downtown Mohnton and became members of Calvary to this 

day. 

Our decision regarding the move was finalized only last week.  

All we have to do is sell our townhouse, find a residence in GA, 

and move our stuff 750 miles.  We’ll be around for a while but 

you may not recognize us behind our masks. 

We are grateful for the Love of Jesus and the Love we enjoyed 

as members of Calvary United Methodist Church. 

 Tom & Jen Wocklish 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
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Humans spend their lifetime trying to outlive it, to 
create better lives for their children. We seek better 
living with hopes that our children and their children 
will never struggle in the same ways we did. We make 
sacrifices to ensure quality education, to build equity 
and financial security, to advance technology, to 
simplify living, to offer vacations, retirements, and 

entertainment. In the midst of today’s hardships we 
wonder what life will be like for our children and 

grandchildren. Isn’t this what every generation 

attempts to avoid - the hardships of life? In fact, we’ll 
do unfathomable things at the expense of others for a 
better chance to avoid illness, poverty, violence, 
persecution, hunger, and death. Paul reminds us that 
life is hard; this is the reality. No matter how hard we 
work or how much we store away or how well we plan, 

tragedy and suffering can land on anyone’s doorstep. 
Ask any parent who has buried a child or any Haitian 
who stood safely outside a building during the 
earthquake while their entire infrastructure crumbled 
before their eyes or anyone who has faced a life-
threatening illness or a child hiding from an abusive 
parent or a veteran who survived a war or a community 
who watches their children gunned down in the street. 

How is it we can’t yet escape these tragedies? 
 

Life is hard. It’s so hard that it feels as if everyone and 
everything is against us. If we thought life was hard 
before, the Covid-19 pandemic makes everyday living 
last year feel like a vacation. Well, then again, you 
probably had a vacation last year. The pandemic has 
shocked us all. How is our medical advancements 
unable to defeat the Covid-19 virus? How could this 
virus possibly shut down the world? And what about 
our ability as a nation to face this crisis? The strains on 
the economy, healthcare, and education are creating a 
perfect storm that is raging with fear, suffering, and 
division. The very heart of our lives - church, work, 
school, and family - lack any sense of structure as we 

have all known it. Life is hard. Paul’s letter meets us in 
this exact moment and reminds us that this is the reality 
of this world. This is what our eyes see and why our 
bodies tremble. This is the narrative of our human 
experience. 

 
While he acknowledges this, Paul beckons us to live 

beyond this reality. In Christ, we are to live out God’s 
purpose in the midst of such trouble, persecution, and 
despair. Paul calls us to be saints. How is anyone saintly if 

they are suffering? The Romans receiving Paul’s letter are 
asking the same questions, wondering how the story of 
Christ is relevant in their own divisions and uncertainties 
and suffering.  
 
Paul attacks the very heart of the problem - fear. He boldly 
steps in and dares to ask: If God is for us, who is against 
us? The answer? No one. Who will bring a charge against 

God’s elect people? The answer? No one. Who will 

separate us from Christ’s love? The answer? No one. Paul 

lays out the specifics. “Not hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword 
(Romans 8:35)…For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, not rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 

8:38-9). Yes, life is hard. The answer, though, is that “in all 
these things we are more” (Romans 8:37). We are so 
much more, and we cannot be defined, nor limited, nor 
defeated by the hardships of life. 
 
I remember my childhood summers without air 
conditioning. We had something called open windows. 
Yep. Life is hard. In the humid days of July and August, 
there wasn’t much of a cool breeze moving through our 

bedrooms. That’s when we would move outside, my 
brothers and the neighborhood kids all in our backyard. 
We spent our days constructing tents out of anything we 
could find: blankets, poles, tarps, chairs, scrap wood, and 
branches. We built solo tents and tents with rooms. We 
built secret passages, waterproof contraptions, tunnels, 
and tent camps. Armed with flashlights, board games, and 
lots of food, we set out at dusk to last the night. This was 
always the question - whose tent would remain standing 
in the morning? I remember clearly one summer night 
with heat lightening in the distance and a gentle rain. My 
brother, John, had decided to build his own lean-to tent 
that just wouldn’t stay up. I watched him out our door, 
listened to his frustration, and attempted to invite him to 
join us. John was determined to make his tent work, but 
the lasting rain eventually drove him inside.  
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We all awoke the next morning with new visions: 
improvements, remakes, or complete rebuilds. The 
process started all over. As I look back on it, that was the 
real joy - the becoming. This illustration may seem 
oversimplified - children playing in a backyard. Yet, this 
is the freedom in which God calls us to live. Life is hard, 
and in Christ, we live freely in the hope that is already 
revealed, victory over all things. While there may be 

suffering, God’s love is always available and present. In 
this way, we live without fear; we live with every reason 
to rejoice! 
 

The complaint I hear is that it’s the uncertainty, the 
waiting and wondering. If only the finish line to the 
pandemic was in sight; if only we were assured that life 
will return to normalcy. This is the groaning of all 
creation as we become something new. Becoming 
anything is a process. Children become adults; acorns 
become oak trees; caterpillars become butterflies. The 

becoming is what Paul means when he writes, “we are 

more.” This is why Paul writes to God’s beloved, to the 
saints. The magnitude of such a title, such a possibility is 
beyond our comprehension. I think God is forever 
stretching those edges purposefully, because I think the 

end product isn’t as important as the becoming itself. In 

fact, we really can’t fathom what that end looks like. 
When we accept all of life as a becoming, as a process 
that God uses for goodness, then there is nothing that 
will defeat us. It simply transform us. 
 
Paul assures us that nothing - absolutely nothing - can 
separate us from the love of God, from the goodness 

that is always present and working. That’s where this 
passage begins, with the reason why Paul can assure us 

of God’s abounding grace and presence. The Holy Spirit. 
In our weakness, in the very nature of our humanity, the 
Spirit is our Help. The Spirit intercedes for the saints 
when the words elude us, when our strength falters, 
when our wisdom fails, when the grief is too much to 
bear. In Christ, we are made holy, justified and forgiven 
for our sins. Jesus is our intercessor, our witness who 
stands beside us with compassion and mercy. All it takes 

is for you to receive it, to claim it. We are God’s beloved; 
we are saints. 

So I ask you, what is it that you are facing right now in your 

life? What is hard? Let’s take a moment of silence, and I 
want you to listen to what bubbles up from deep inside 
you. What about your life is hard? Pause.  
 
Breathe in deeply, holding whatever it is before God and 
ask the Spirit to intercede on your behalf. Say it first with 
your words and then rest, allow the Spirit to sigh deeply. 
Pause. Breathe in deeply, and this time breathe out, 
releasing your hardship in faith that God works with us for 

goodness. Pause. Breathe in deeply, receiving God’s grace 
and goodness, and then slowly blow it out into the world, 

sharing God’s love. Pause. 
 

Saints of Calvary, life is hard. And we are living out God’s 
purpose, even in the suffering. I challenge you to consider 
these questions this week: What would it mean to live 
without fear? What would it mean to live out of step with 
the rest of the world, working together for good? 

Prayer Requests 

Bruce Morton - hospitalized with staph infection in knee  

Rev. Ken Dearstyne, Sr. - fell and is experiencing pelvic 

pain; admitted to ICU. 

Fam. of Casey Stutzman – Name given by Lola 

Troutman 

Fam. Beatrice Harke - passed away July 21; sister of Liz 

Matz 

Helen Hartman - successful aortic valve replacement on 

8/3 and recovering 

Rev. Bill Garrett - Thank you for your love and prayers, 

they are working! My Dad was discharged from Hershey 

Medical Center today and is now in the nursing care 

facility at the retirement community where my parents 

live. He also needs to get stronger to start a new 

medicine/treatment for his chronic lymphocytic leukemia. 

Your continued prayers are so appreciated. ~Michelle 

Mary Kring - Name given by Carol Adams; Mary has 

lymphoma that has metastasized to her knee; she 

fractured her leg. 

Rosa Vattima - Name given by Carol Adams; recovering 

from lung cancer surgery 


