
 

  

 

SUNDAY EVENING 
FELLOWSHIP & 
DISCUSSIONS 

 

As we move into August, our Sunday 

evening meeting schedule will look like 

this: 

 

August 2nd, 9th & 23rd @ 6:30PM 

Conversations on Race continue 

 

LOG INTO WORSHIP LINK…same 
channel, different time (see above 

lefthand text box) 
 

August 16th and 30th – Outdoor 

Worship on the side lawn at 6:30PM, 

with Holy Communion (please bring a 

small piece of bread & juice, or another 

type of drink); we will have 

prepackaged communion sets 

available, if needed. 

 

9AM Zoom Worship will continue to 

be offered each Sunday morning.  This 

will continue into future months. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, August 2nd at 9AM 

1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 

Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 

Sunday, August 2nd at 9AM 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=
dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNw

RUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 

 
 

Calvary Weekly Connections 

August 2nd – August 7th, 2020 
 

 

 

Volunteer for “J Walkers” 

(Walking with Jesus)  
 

Willing to serve during outdoor 

worship? 

Prepare or clean up the worship space? 

Greet and seat people? 

Read liturgy, scripture, or poetry? 

Offer hospitality and joy for Jesus 

during 

 in-person services? 
 

Please contact Janet Dearstyne (610-777-

8441 or 

administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net).  

We’d like to have a group of 10-12 

volunteers to set up a rotation schedule. 

REMEMBER:  Covid-19 requires 

additional prep for worship, extra hands 

on deck during worship, and follow-up 

tear-down/touch-up cleaning afterward.  

So, MORE willing hands and hearts are 

required to make outdoor worship 

possible! 

 

 Love Feast 

Aug. 2nd @ 9AM 
 

Please prepare a slice 
of  bread & cup of juice 
in preparation of 
sharing a special time 
of fellowship together 
via Zoom.  This time, 
we will be broken into 
smaller groups to 
experience more 
intimate time for 
greeting one another, 
prayer & partaking in 
the Love Feast. 

 

 

ALL- CHURCH  

REMINDER! 
 

Please remember to 

regularly check the online 

church calendar on 

Calvary’s website: 

calvaryumcmohnton.org.  

All small groups, ministry 

meetings, and services 

(Zoom, as well as on-site) 

will be listed, including 

details, when necessary 

& available. 
 

To avoid cross-over 

scheduling, all church 

and small geoup leaders 

are asked to inform Janet 

in the church office when 

new meetings are 

scheduled or any updates 

are needed. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09


Winter Hats, Gloves/Mittens 

and Scarves…IN JULY??? 

No, not to wear in this 90+ degree 
weather, but it won’t be very long 
before the cooler temperatures 
return…and winter! 
The Mifflin Food Ministry leaders at 
Zion ECC received a donation of new 
yarn and knitting needles.  They are 
asking Calvary knitters/crocheters to 
start now, making hats, scarves & 
gloves for those who have none.    
If you need yarn or knitting needles, 
please contact Deb A. from Zion ECC 
(610-507-2572).  She’ll be happy to 
have you stop by to choose what you 
need to get started. 
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03 –  Ryan Gallery 

 613 Leininger Ave. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

04 –  Chelsea Pellicano 

 1001 Hill Ave., Apt 2837 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
 

04 –  Pastor Tamie Scalise 

 35 Robin Lea Lane 

Fleetwood, PA  19522 
 

06 –  Randy Dautrich 

 261 Preston Rd. 

Wernersville, PA 19565 
 

06 –  Jessica Leffler 

 48 Butlers Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

06 –  Jennifer Raszkiewicz 

 1122 Lehigh Avenue 

Wyomissing, PA  19610 
 

07 –  Shannon McBride 

 40 Kinsey Hill Dr. 

Birdsboro, PA  19608 
 

07 –  Tyler Dautrich 

 261 Preston Rd. 

Wernersville, PA 19565 
 

08 –  Blake Dearstyne 

 72 Peach Street 

 Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

08 –  Mike Leffler 

 48 Butlers Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

09 –  Kathy Keinard 

 42 Maple St., Apt. 2-A 

Mohnton, PA 19540 

Prayer Requests 

Rev. Bill Garrett – In Hershey Med Ctr; meds for his chronic lymphocytic 

leukemia not working; determining treatment options 

Helen Hartman – Wife of Jim; will undergo aortic valve replacement on 8/3 at 

Penn Presbyterian 

Karen King – Neighbor of Michelle Daniels; already has health issues and may 

have been in contact w/Covid-19 

Fam. of Michael Roberts – Brother of Elaine Weaver, former Calvary member 

Terry Stephenson – Requesting prayers for recent increase in anxiety 

Everyone is invited to bring chairs or 

blankets. Masks must be worn & social 

distancing is required.  Since this will be 

our first time back as an in-person 

congregation, we will joyfully share in Holy 

Communion.  Please bring a small piece of 

bread & something to drink. 

Plans are being made for Calvary’s first in-person worship service to be 

held on the side lawn on Sunday, August 16th at 6:30PM (weather 

permitting), in addition to the 9AM Zoom service.  

 

JANET DEARSTYNE WILL BE OUT 

OF THE OFFICE THE WEEK OF 

AUG. 2-9.  FOR IMMEDIATE 

NEEDS, PLEASE CONTACT 

PASTOR TAMIE; OTHERWISE, 

MESSAGES WILL BE RESPONDED 

TO WHEN JANET RETURNS ON 

MONDAY, AUGUST 10TH. 

SMALL GROUP HIGHLIGHT 

Praying with Power 
Tuesdays 6 -7PM via Zoom 

Facilitated by Michelle Daniels 
 

Referencing Miracle Hour: A 

Method of Prayer That Will Change 

Your Life by Linda Schubert, 

participants in this weekly small 

group will focus & meditate on 

specific daily scriptural passages, 

use journaling to notate personal 

insights/questions, enjoy 

meaningful discussions, share 

prayer concerns, pray together, and 

be encouraged to journal 

inidividually written prayers (which 

may remain personal).  The overall 

goal is to develop more intimate 

relationships with others and  to 

deepen your relationship witih 

Christ.   

 



 

[Read Scripture:  Romans 8:12-25, CEB] 

This Is God’s Field 
 

For many summers my brother and I would stay with my 

grandparents in their little town of Depauville NY. They 

owned the only grocery store at the only blinking light. We 

discovered a group of kids playing sandlot games in the 

evening at an abandoned school house several blocks up the 

street. One night after a game, my brother and I got in a tussle 

with a few kids. I can’t even tell you why we were fighting. It 

didn’t take me long to pounce on one of the boys and lay him 

out on his back. I remember distinctly spitting on the boy’s 

face before walking away. On our way home, it just didn’t sit 

right with me. I was absolutely appalled at my behavior. I 

made my brother turn around and hunt down the group of 

kids. I apologized. Even today, I struggle with what triggered 

me to fight and spit, of all things. I know deep inside there was 

an air of classism, of knowing we had more money, more 

access. I know there was tendency for me as a girl to prove 

my strength to boys. In the end, we were all friends for several 

summers. I’ve never lost that sense of remorse by what 

sometimes emerges unexpectedly from inside me. 
 

That’s Paul’s point in our text as we continue our reading of 

Paul’s epistle to the Romans. Our study began with this 

challenging one-liner: There is therefore now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ (Romans 8:1). Paul 

has just finished describing the depravity of the human 

condition. The question arises - who among us is able to live 

up to our own ideals? The answer, according to Paul, is none 

of us. All humans are equally capable of good as they are 

capable of evil. Even in our good intentions, our impact is 

potentially harmful, because our perception is limited by our 

small self. Humanity as a whole, not individuals, are caught in 

this struggle of sin together. The parable of the wheat and 

weeds, which is the parallel Gospel reading for this text, 

emphasizes that humans are incapable of deciding who is the 

wheat and who is a weed. The truth is we are both, sinners 

and saints. Jesus says to us, “let both grow together” 

(Matthew 13:30). We are one field. The world, in its 

condemnation, attempts to divide us, to separate us along 

false lines of good and bad. The equivalence of sin is 

separation, to be separate from God and one another. In 

Christ, in him who connects us as one in God, we are able to 

conquer this battle as we claim our wholeness, celebrating 

our goodness and being merciful in our evil. Here Paul advises 

the churches in Rome that are divided. There is no 

condemnation in Christ! 
 

So this week you were asked to grapple with this command, 

and I ask you, what does no condemnation look like? The 

Gospel of John offers an example in its story regarding the 

woman caught in adultery. Jesus is teaching in the temple 

when a woman is presented by the scribes and Pharisees. She 

is accused of being caught in the very act of committing 

adultery. According to law given by Moses, she is to be 

condemned. This judgment automatically results in death by 

stoning. Jesus responds, saying, “Let anyone among you who 

is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” They all 

left. Jesus remains with the woman, asking, “Has no one 

condemned you?” She says, “No one,” and he replies, 

“Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on 

do not sin again.”  
 

Jesus offers grace and mercy, “no condemnation,” to 

everyone involved in this situation. Just as the adulterer has 

committed sin, those condemning are committing sin as well. 

They are willing to murder a woman - a daughter, sister, 

mother, aunt, and friend. They will take a life because the law 

says so. We discover in this story the image of wheat and 

weed. How do we sort the “good” from the “bad”? How do 

we determine the value of another person’s life based on a 

person’s actions? How do we predict what that person is or 

who that person might become? Jesus stands with the 

woman, with the one who is powerless, not because he 

agrees with her, but because he sides with the Spirit of God 

who is life. Jesus stands between the woman and the religious 

leaders with compassion. He knows that neither is able to see 

the mutual humanity and suffering, and to embrace their 

bond and wholeness. He calls all of them to reflect on their 

selves, their mutual depravity, and to live out of a place 

beyond it. He calls them to a greater act of love: choose 

mercy; choose life. The suffering of one is with them all. In 

community, we are bound together in either life or death.  
 

We are a people who are socialized to stand on the side of the 

“good” - the good as determined by a particular social status, 

race, religion, nation, gender, and so forth. I ask you, how do 

you determine which side that is? Who determines the moral 

compass? Who creates and enforces the law? Our field, our 

world, is broken and suffering; we are all so fully integrated 

into its brokenness that we cannot distinguish it. We cannot 

see ourselves as participating in it. It feels better to be the one 

throwing the stones. No one wants to be on the other side, 

but the powerless and vulnerable are forced there. We often 

choose to stand with the stone throwers out of fear of being 

one of the condemned. We allow fear, anger, and distance to 

shape the way we treat the most vulnerable among us. This is 

what it means to be of the world, living in the flesh - to fear 
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the other, to separate and divide. It is the language of clean 

and unclean, Jew and Greek, male and female, slave and 

master. It is the language we use when we condemn one 

another out of prejudice and stereotypes. It’s why Jesus 

stands with the woman; why Jesus always stands on the side 

of the powerless, most vulnerable. He is our hope for that 

which we cannot see. 
 

A retired high school teacher shared with me a memorable 

story that forever changed how he taught. He had a student 

in his first period class who arrived late on a regular basis; as 

he result, he came in at lunch time to review what he had 

missed. As the behavior persisted, he thought the young man 

was lazy, disorganized, and not motivated. He questioned 

whether he was enabling him by always accommodating him. 

As he began to lose patience with this student’s tardiness, the 

student finally confessed one day. His mother was seriously ill 

at home. He cared for her until a nurse arrived; that’s why he 

missed his first period class so often. Just a short delay meant 

he missed his bus. The teacher explained to me that from then 

on he tried to address student needs by asking first and not 

assuming anything.  
 

When I taught, I had two fourth grade students discussing 

their plans for Halloween. The one student described his 

costume and the routes he was going to take as he collected 

his bag of candy. The other child looked at him incredulously, 

claiming that his parents won’t let him go out of the house on 

Halloween. On that night, people got shot and killed. Both 

their eyes grew wide at the perspective of the other one. Their 

friendly chatter ended, and they sat in silence. These students 

lived in close proximity and yet operated out of totally 

different experiences. How do we reconcile such vast 

differences in perspectives? How do we reconcile why we 

accept that these very different realities exist? 
 

If we pull off the rooftops of houses and peek inside, we 

would find suffering in big houses equivalent to that in the 

cardboard shelters on the street. There would be addictions 

of all kinds: alcohol, drugs, spending, eating, pornography. 

There would be various forms of mental illness and abuse. 

There would be hunger for food or companionship or security. 

So why is it that when a homeless person comes seeking food, 

we like to suggest the person get a job? At a soup kitchen, I 

met a woman who had been an innocent victim of a street 

shooting. Multiple wounds. Both the financial and physical 

impact of this trauma forced her into a life of extreme poverty 

and homelessness. The majority of clients being served at the 

soup kitchen are people with mental health issues, unable to 

access adequate healthcare and unable to function in the 

regular work force. At the time, I could say I didn’t know. 

There was a time I didn’t want to know. There was a time 

when plain fear stopped me from knowing. How do you tell 

the “good” homeless person from the “bad” one? It’s easy to 

pick up the stone and throw it. It’s challenging to sit down 

with people and listen compassionately to their story. It’s 

extremely difficult to acknowledge our own depravity and 

need for mercy before we can offer it to someone else. 
 

That’s exactly what Paul is asking of the divided communities 

in Rome, to recognize their common humanity and join as one 

family, everyone embraced as children of God. It is why Paul 

writes about our longing for adoption - to be able to cry out 

“Abba! Father!” This phrase is the Aramaic and Greek names 

intentionally combined in one expression, uniting two 

peoples historically divided by ethnicity, by Jewish law. Paul 

encourages us to recognize our common humanity, our 

common struggle. He reminds us that we grow in the same 

field, God’s field, and are unable in our small selves to 

distinguish the “good” from the “bad.” God chooses; we 

don’t. The good news in Christ is the promise that we are joint 

heirs with Christ! This good news frees us from the suffering 

of today should we choose to live in the Spirit. 
 

In his book, Just Mercy, trial lawyer, Bryan Stevenson writes, 

“Proximity has taught me some basic truths, including this 

vital lesson:“Each of us is more than the worst thing we’ve 

ever done.”  I repeat. “Each of us is more than the worst thing 

we’ve ever done.” This is the hope of Christ in whom we are 

adopted, into the family whose mercy will free us from 

condemnation and offer life even at our worst. When we 

experience such grace, we must share it unconditionally with 

others.  If we truly believe in the redemption of Christ, how 

do we ever doubt the work that may be happening in anything 

- whether what we perceive is good or bad? God’s power, 

God’s ongoing pursuit of renewal and new life is greater than 

we can imagine. When Jesus resumes speaking to those in the 

temple, he proclaims, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light 

of life” (John 8:12). Humanity continually falls into the trap of 

only believing in what we can see, in darkness, condemning 

and planning within our limited small selves. The God of Life 

is always working, transforming in ways that cannot be seen. 

This is faith; this is our salvation. As joint heirs in Christ, we 

are called to care for this kin-dom with exactly the same 

compassion and mercy shown us through Christ. That’s a 

serious work not to be taken lightly. 
 

On my second trip to Haiti, I traveled with a Haitian 

community to the countryside in Hinche. I really experienced 

the power of my white, United States citizen skin. We had 

arrived at night, setting up tents in what appeared a desolate 

farmland. The next day I was surprised to discover all the 

people gathering around the site. The news had quickly 

spread of the presence of a new community and white 

~Sermon cont’d on page 5 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 30 
Current Year thru        07/26/2020      Last Year thru           07/27/2019 

Received               $157,167      Received                     $166,893 

Annual Budget Need     $320,000       Annual Budget Need   $308,162 

%Rec’d to Date                   49.1%      %Rec’d to Date                 54.2% 

Sunday AM Adult Study – Following 9AM 

Zoom Worship 

For Sundays  8/9 & 8/16, the topic of Belonging will 

continue as we consider the dynamics of identity 

formed in community, asking questions like "who am 

I," "whose am I?"  What is similar and different about 

identity markers in the religious settings over the 

past decades?   

Joining Zoom link (same as Sunday AM worship): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlM

M09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09  

 Meeting ID: 647 829 181; Password: 082013 

 

 

 

         

Items needed for the  August Mifflin Food 

Ministry. 
 
 

School supplies needed for August 15 pantry:  book 

bags, 2-pocket folders, snack food for lunch 

containers -applesauce, pudding, juice boxes, granola 

bars, small bags of chips 

For the month of August, 

Wednesday education will cease as 

leadership spends the rest of the 

month planning for new initiatives in 

the Fall. 

Due to the on-going Covid-

19 pandemic, the 

uncertainty of what the 

weeks and months ahead 

might bring, and the current 

need for our Calvary Before 

and After School Care’s use 

of the Social Hall to carry 

out a vital children’s 

outreach ministry ~ 

The Fall Outgrown & Bake 

Sale has been cancelled for 

this year. 

~Sermon cont’d from page 4 
 

people. Suddenly there were all kinds of people following and watching 

us. People would approach me asking for a little money. My friend, 

Dieuny, explained that they were just hungry. He would speak kindly to 

them, showing me that there is nothing to fear.  
 

There is one particular woman carrying a young infant who I remember 

distinctly. This woman and infant lingered nearby all three days. At one 

point, we sat together under a tree. Emaciated herself, she breastfed her 

baby. We locked eyes, one mother to another. I said nothing; I did 

nothing. I know there is no amount of money I could have ever given this 

mother and her baby to resolve their extreme poverty. What Dieuny was 

trying to show me was the power of presence and compassion. I should 

have asked her name and the baby’s name. I should have offered her my 

peace and love, a gentle hand or hug. I should have listened to her story. 

I cannot forget them. This time I can’t hunt them down, apologize for 

dismissing them, or tell them that they are loved, that I carry them both 

in my heart as my sister and brother. And because of them, I can do 

better. I can reach out to whoever God puts in my path in a new way of 

compassion and mercy. Since then, I’ve learned that this simple gesture 

of embracing someone as your brother or sister, just as they are, offers 

us all hope. It gives us strength to endure the suffering of today. It trusts 

in the steadfast grace of God who is renewing us through Christ. Hope is 

what is most needed to bear our long suffering, to help us be patient. 

Brothers and sisters, this is God’s field! Do not fear. Do not be weary. 

Do not let the things of this world divide us. Let us, as joint heirs of 

Christ, all grow together! 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09

