
 

  

 

CONTINUING CONVERSATIONS ON RACE ~ Join in at any time 
Sunday evenings at 6:30PM via ZOOM 

 
LOG INTO WORSHIP LINK…same channel, different time (see above lefthand text box) 

 

 What is the difference between racial prejudice and racism? 

 How do you identify the different levels of racism: individual, group, and systemic? 

 How can we move through racialized differences toward becoming God’s beloved community? 
 
These are the kind of questions we are engaging in Conversations on Race. At such a time as this, we must 
bring our understanding of the power of God’s reconciliation and justice to bear on the conversations and 
situations related to racial injustice.  
 

 

 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, July 26th at 9AM 

1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 

Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 

Sunday, July 26th at 9AM 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09H
SmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 

 

Calvary Weekly Connections 

July 26 – July 31, 2020 
 

 

 
Sharing the Books in the Chapel Library  

 

With the understanding and approval of Jack Price, son of Rev. & 

Mrs. Paul Price (Rev. Price was pastor of Calvary from 1950-

1955.), the books and other resources are being cleared out of 

the Chapel Library and offered to our church members.  Looking 

ahead, we are committed to continuing  conversations regarding 

optional uses for the Chapel space that, hopefully, will be multi-

purpose and will invite and serve our members and the community.   

TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT to choose books/DVDs to take 

home, call the church office (610-777-8441) to reserve a 

date/time.   to come to the Chapel and choose the books they 

would like to take home. Masks must be worn, temperatures will 

be taken upon entering the church, and only members from one 

family at a time will be allowed to be in the library.   

All reservations must be made by August 1
st
, with August 15

th
 as 

the final date to come peruse. items will be taken on a first come, 

first serve basis, so please remember to bring bags/boxes to carry 

out your chosen treasures. 

All remaining items in the library (not fixtures) will be boxed up 

and taken by a couple who, as their mission/service, will either give 

books, etc. to other Christian organizations and/or sell items, using 

the proceeds for Christ’s work in the world.  

       

  

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
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Happy Birthday 
 

26 –  Terry Leatherman 

 46 Gelsinger Rd. 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 

 

26 –  Bob Wagner 

 142 Hemlock Rd. 

Reading, PA 19607 

 

27 –  Matthew Conlin 

 5007 Pheasant Hollow Rd. 

Mechanicsburg, PA  17050 

 

31 –  Don Wadsworth 

 256 New Castle Dr. 

Shillington, PA 19607 

 

31 –  Kara Highduch 

 5016 Cherrywood Dr. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

50 migrant laborers were supported for a month by GSM, providing 

food and medical attention (above) and food for the poor & elderly 

(below). 

Also supporting 90 rural pastors with 

supplies for the village people they serve. 

To God be the glory! Great 

things He has done! 

Prayer Requests 

Bruce Morton – Recovering 

from knee replacement 

surgery; healing 



 

Plans are being made for Calvary’s first in-person 

worship service to be held on the side lawn on Sunday, 

August 16th at 6:30PM (weather permitting), in addition 

to the 9AM Zoom service.  

Everyone is invited to bring chairs or blankets. Masks 

must be worn, social distancing is required (no hugging 

or handshaking!), and absolute joy will be had to gather 

in spirit and body! And feel free to bring water or a cool 

beverage to stay hydrated! 
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Volunteer for “J Walkers” (Walking with Jesus)  
 

Willing to serve during outdoor worship? 

Prepare or clean up the worship space? 

Greet and seat people? 

Read liturgy, scripture, or poetry? 

Offer hospitality and joy for Jesus during 

 in-person services? 
 

Please contact  

Janet Dearstyne (610-777-8441 or 

administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net).  We’d like to have a 

group of 10-12 volunteers to set up a rotation schedule. 

REMEMBER:  Covid-19 requires additional prep for worship, 

extra hands on deck during worship, and follow-up tear-

down/touch-up cleaning afterward.   

So, MORE willing hands and hearts are needed  

Winter Hats, Gloves/Mittens and Scarves…IN JULY??? 

No, not to wear in this 90+ degree weather, but it won’t be very long before the cooler 

temperatures return…and winter! 

The Mifflin Food Ministry leaders at Zion ECC received a donation of new yarn and knitting 

needles.  They are asking Calvary knitters/crocheters to start now, making hats, scarves & 

gloves for those who have none.    

If you need yarn or knitting needles, please contact Deb A. from Zion ECC (610-507-2572).  

She’ll be happy to have you stop by to choose what you need to get started. 



 

[Read Scripture:  Romans 8:1-11, CEB] 

A One-Liner 
 

“So now there isn’t any condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus.” Listen to this one-liner. “So now there isn’t any 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” It’s really 

unbelievable. Anyone who has lived has done something for 

which they deserved condemnation. Maybe in a moment of 

frustration you said unkind words. Maybe you told a lie to 

protect a friend. Maybe you’ve made a promise you didn’t 

keep or walked by the hungry or homeless person like the 

priests in the story of the Good Samaritan. Sin isn’t only what 

we have done but also what we have left undone. Anyone 

who has lived also participates in a society that operates out 

of unjust systems of power that are violent, exclusionary, and 

oppressive. Pope Francis is considering up-dating the 

Catechism to include “ecological sin.” “No condemnation” is 

an ineffable freedom for anyone who hears it. 
 

At the same time, how hard is it to imagine what it looks like 

to absolutely live into this statement of no condemnation for 

those in Christ? People grapple with questions such as these: 

 Is “no condemnation” possible on your death bed, at 

your very last breath? 

 Is “no condemnation” possible for someone who 

commits a mortal sin? 

 Is “no condemnation” possible for acts of hatred such 

as those of Hitler? 

 My son met a man who had been sentenced to prison 

for life. Upon his miraculous release, he dedicated his 

life to serving Christ, restoring buildings in order to 

provide housing for homeless veterans. On the way 

home, Sam asked me, “Does that mean if a man blew 

up that Lowes, he could be forgiven?” No 

condemnation? 
 

If there is no condemnation “in Christ,” then it calls humanity 

to magnanimous heights of forgiveness. It reminds me of the 

West Nickel Mines School shooting in 2006 when the Amish 

community exhibited extraordinary forgiveness. Martin 

Luther stated in his Commentary on Romans, “Faith is a living, 

daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a 

man would stake his life on it a thousand times.” This startling 

declaration, “So now there isn’t any condemnation for those 

who are in Christ Jesus,” is certainly a place to pause and ask 

yourself if this is even believable (David M. Greenhaw, Feasting on 

the Word: Year A, Volume 3, 232).  
 

We will pause, not because I am going to give you an answer 

to this complex quandary, but because this one-liner is 

context of a long letter by the early apostle Paul. By itself, as 

a one-liner, we cannot fully understand it; nor can we read the 

entirety of the letter itself to fully understand it because its 

meaning has been shaped over time.  
 

Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 

For the rest of this summer, we will be reflecting on Paul’s 

Epistle to the Romans, so I want to take a little time this 

morning to introduce its author, Paul, the context in which it 

was written, and how it has influenced Christian thinking. 
 

Paul’s Epistle to the Romans holds a prominent place in the 

New Testament, following the Gospels and Acts of the 

Apostles. Of the seven letters designated as an authentic 

letter of Paul, this letter to the Romans is considered to be the 

last one Paul sent. In fact, theologians consider this letter to 

contain the fullest and most mature expression of Paul’s 

theology (Sarah Heaner Lancas-ter, Romans, 11). 
 

Who is Paul? 

Paul was a Jewish follower of Christ. Initially, Paul, as a 

Pharisee in the Jewish community, persecuted early Jewish 

followers of Christ. He was present during the stoning of 

Stephen. Later Paul encounters Jesus on the road to 

Damascus, and his heart is transformed by the love of Christ. 

Eventually, Paul would become a primary apostle whose 

mission was to spread the good news to the Gentiles and 

plant churches all across the nations. 
 

One of the ramifications of past readings of this letter to the 

Romans is anti-Judaism. It is important for us to recognize that 

Paul was a Jew. Although his mission was primarily among the 

Gentiles, he remained concerned for his people. Any reading 

of the letter must respectfully talk about faith in a way that 

does not diminish the people of the first covenant. 
 

In what context was the letter written? 

This letter is addressed to a specific group of people, the 

followers of Christ in Rome, the capital of the Roman Empire. 

Paul had never visited the churches in Rome. It is generally 

agreed that Paul wrote this letter for two purposes: 1) he is 

addressing a deep disagreement that was dividing them; and, 

2) he is seeking financial support for his mission in Spain. Paul 

hoped to heal the community and guide them in how to live 

together, to welcome one another more fully. 
 

How has it influenced Christian thinking? 

I think it’s relevant in the context of this conversation to point 

out two significant historical events in the church from which 

this letter to the Romans has shaped Christian thinking about 

how to be faithful to the gospel: 
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In 1517, just over 500 years ago, Martin Luther wrote the 

famous Ninety-Five Theses that was designed to spark a 

scholarly debate about practices of the Catholic church. His 

personal journey in working out his salvation focused on 

Romans. As a result, his teachings about Scripture and 

justification, interpreted through his reading of Romans, 

launched the Protestant Reformation. For Luther, God’s grace 

alone redeems us through faith in Christ. The Western church 

became divided into sects: Catholic and Protestant.  
 

As Methodists, we should definitely recognize that it was a 

reading from Romans that John Wesley heard in a meeting on 

Aldersgate Street in London in 1738. Wesley had a “heart-

warming” experience when he felt an assurance of God’s love. 

This moment is considered pivotal for Wesley and the 

beginnings of what would become the Wesleyan movement. 
 

Obviously, Paul’s letter has significantly shaped our Christian 

thinking! It is our work to reflect on the relevance of this 

message in today’s context. There is no doubt that we 

currently live in a context of extreme divisiveness, as was the 

case when Paul wrote this letter to the Romans. The nation’s 

response to the Covid-19 pandemic is just as painful as the 

illness itself. Isolation and loneliness are prevalent. The acts 

of wearing or not wearing a mask, of maintaining a social dis-

tance, and gathering in large groups are controversial among 

leaders. The question of individual rights and freedoms 

challenge the safety and health of the community as a whole. 

The effects of over 400 years of racial injustice heighten as 

people witness acts of police brutality against black people. 

Pleas are being made to reform how our communities are 

kept safe. The United Method-ist Church remains divided over 

the inclusion of the LGBTQ+ community, and its way forward 

is put on hold. The pain of division is palpable, a heavy weight 

on the heart of God’s people. There are multiple voices crying 

out opposing ideas, and the tension is mounting. Paul assures 

us, in Christ, through faith alone, God’s grace is available and 

working. Our hope is in Christ! 
 

Justification and Assurance 

So we started with a huge one-liner: “So now there isn’t any 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Just before 

this line Paul lays out the ugly reality of the human condition. 

While it may feel as though our world is at its worst, Romans 

reminds us that the community in Romans was in a similar 

state of division and suffering. Sin is such a powerful force that 

resides in the world and in us that it is impossible for humans 

to do the will of God. We are limited by our perspectives and 

bound by the visible, audible world that socializes us, scatters 

and confuses, divides us. As such, we remain separated from 

God and from one another. It is the doctrine of justification 

that explains how humans are freed from this sin and death. 

Essentially, we are forgiven our sin and restored to God’s 

favor through faith alone by God’s grace. This is not 

something we earn or are able to do by our will. God loves us 

so much, longs only for our love, that he sent Jesus to reveal 

our liberation through his life, death, and resurrection. Faith 

in Christ is the only response essential for salvation. It brings 

us to a place where reconciliation and healing are possible. 
 

The power of unconditional forgiveness in Christ is supposed 

to be so transforming that we are able to meet other people 

with compassion, mercy, and forgiveness. We are to be a 

people of healing and peace. Why? Since we did not earn such 

grace, we must freely give that grace to others. There is no 

condemnation, not from God and especially not from us. 

What is your faithful response to the God that loves you in all 

things, forgives you of all things, and remains steadfast in 

mercy and justice? 
 

As a parent, I always wonder how I really teach forgiveness. 

How many people have experienced this scenario? One child 

is unkind to another. An adult will say to the child who acted 

unkindly, “Now tell her you are sorry.” The head goes down 

and the child mumbles, “Sorry.” Either the other child turns 

away and declares that she will never forgive her, or grabs 

hold of a hand and forgets it wholeheartedly. It’s not so easy. 

Somehow we are called to respond faithfully with mercy, 

forgiveness, love, and justice through the pandemic, the 

healing of racial injustice, and the reconciliation of our church 

over the inclusion of the LGBTQ+ community. What does that 

look like? As a community, we should be asking ourselves this 

question and responding.  
 

If this is the climax of the Bible, the ultimate in salvation and 

freedom, how are we truly fostering this belief in ourselves 

and in our community? 
 

Here is the good news. I know, you’ve been waiting for some 

good news. We need to embrace this one-liner. It’s the vital 

starting point. We need to remain steadfast in our faith, in the 

hope of Christ who redeems. We must remember that there 

isn’t any condemnation for those who are in Christ. We must 

embrace our freedom in Christ and offer it just as freely to 

others. If this is believable, that there is no condemnation in 

Christ, then we as Christians need to seriously grasp the gift 

of justification fully - not just in the receiving of it but also in 

the sharing of it. This is radical forgiveness. This is radically 

working to recognize the sin in our lives, individually and 

within our society, and work to transform it. It is only possible 

through the Spirit we receive in Christ that unbinds us from 

our limitations and enters us into something far larger than 

oneself. Take this one-liner. Grapple with it; try it on; offer it 

to someone else…there is no condemnation for those in 

Christ. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 29 
Current Year thru        07/19/2020      Last Year thru           07/20/2019 

Received               $153,342      Received                     $163,720 

Annual Budget Need     $320,000       Annual Budget Need   $308,162 

%Rec’d to Date                   47.39%      %Rec’d to Date                 53.1% 

Sunday AM Adult Study – Following 9AM 

Zoom Worship 

For Sunday  7/26, the topic of Belonging will continue 

as we   consider the dynamics of identity formed in 

community, asking questions like "who am I," "whose 

am I?"  What is similar and different about identity 

markers in the religious settings over the past 

decades?   

Joining Zoom link (same as Sunday AM worship): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlM

M09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09  

 Meeting ID: 647 829 181; Password: 082013 

 

 

 

         

Items needed for the  

August Mifflin Food 

Ministry. 
 
 

School supplies needed for 

August 15 pantry:  book 

bags, 2-pocket folders, 

snack food for lunch 

containers -applesauce, 

pudding, juice boxes, 

granola bars, small bags of 

chips 

Wednesday PM Adult Study (discussion based) 

In the final two weeks of our study on a Life of Meaning, we will consider 

why it is that Place matters (7/22), and why We matter (7/29).  How does 

our physical location affect how we live our faith? What difference does 

meeting in our particular church building - or not meeting in a building - 

mean for how we engage with God and others?  What does it mean to 

be made in God's image, and how does this identity help us to counter 

the selfishness that often keeps us from meeting the brokenness of 

God's world?  Am I really called to participate with God in the restoration 

of creation? Join us as we conclude this time of intriguing conversation 

through this series, Embracing a Life of Meaning. 

Joining Zoom link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBW

m1jd1UrL3VZUT09  

Meeting ID: 817 414 027  Password: 888524 

Dial by your location: 1 646 558 8656    

Meeting ID: 817 414 027   Password: 888524 

 

 

         

 

For the month of August, Wednesday 

education will cease as leadership 

spends the rest of the month planning for 

new initiatives in the Fall. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT09

