
 

  

 

 

 

CONVERSATIONS  
ON RACE 

Sundays, starting July 
12th, at 6:30PM via ZOOM 

 
Injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere. 
We are caught in an 
inescapable network of 
mutuality, tied in a single 
garment of destiny. 
Whatever affects one 
directly, affects all indirectly.  
-Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Letter from the Birmingham 
Jail 
 
As Dr. King so eloquently 
illustrates, the pain of racism 
touches all of us. You are 
invited to join together in 
Conversations on Race 
starting Sunday, July 12th at 
6:30PM (see Zoom link 
below). In open, honest 
conversations, we will 
examine how racism works, 
learn how to identify racism in 
ourselves and in our 
community, and explore 
ways that we, as people of 
faith, can confront racism. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8

6266699927?pwd=cmQyRU

ZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU

9Cdz09  

Meeting ID: 862 6669 9927 

Password: 063242 

 

Dial by your location:  

1-646 558 8656 US  

Meeting ID: 862 6669 9927 

Password: 063242 

 

 

 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, July 12th at 9AM 

1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 

Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 

Sunday, July 12th at 9AM 
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HS
mFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 

 

Calvary Weekly Connections 

July 12 – July 17, 2020 
 

 

 

Three Funerals and a Road Trip 

[7/5/20 Sermon by Pastor Tamie; Reading: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30] 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary.” July 1st marked the official 
completion of my first year serving at Calvary. This year has been filled with extraordinary 
moments of grace - transition to the role as lead pastor, completion of the ordination process, 
and then the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. At the end of this first year, I was weary. I am so 
grateful for the time of rest and renewal during my vacation. A special word of gratitude is 
extended to Craig, Carol, and all those who served in worship while I was away. Thank you, 
Calvary Church, for caring for me and my family, for sharing a larger part of yourself, and for 
seeking the blessing in the Body of Christ. When we invite others to do something for us, we 
offer them the opportunity to give and share. The asking and receiving are just as valuable as 
the helping and giving. They go together. This is the way of Christ who assures us that his yoke 
is easy and the burden light. 

My vacation can be summed up - three funerals and a road trip. Probably not a vacation 
for the average person; as a pastor, life sure takes on a different face. The first funeral happened 
to be for my dad’s sister, my aunt. My family is from upstate New York, in the small town of 
Clayton, Thousand Islands along the St. Lawrence River. So I went on a road trip with my parents, 
six hours of singing to the 50s and 60s radio stations with my dad. I returned to the very roots 
of my family and discovered just how small of a world gave me my start in life. While I was there, 
I encountered the meditation from this morning emphasizing a “wider horizon.” I couldn’t help  
wonder how some place so small could widen my horizon. It did. It broke me open in an  
unexpected way. I couldn’t see how until after my vacation ended, until I had a wider vision. 
 I had moved when I was eight; thus, the extent of my contact with my extended 

family was annual vacations and periodic visits. Over the three days and ten cent tours of the 

small town, I listened to the long stories of my parents’ childhood days and the dynamics of a 

family I barely know. Even though I may have never met many of the people, their story spoke 

into my story.       ~ Sermon cont’d pg 2 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
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by KAUFFMAN’S  
 

Wednesday, July 22nd, 2020  
2:00 to 6:00 PM  

$8.50pp 
 

Walgreen’s Parking 
Lot,  Shillington, PA. Proceeds 

support  
Good Shepherd Mission  

in Puttur, India 
 

Includes half chicken, potato, roll 
and applesauce. 

Contact Jen Razz for pre-sale 
tickets 484-529-6850 or walk up 

the day of the BBQ 
 

~Sermon cont’d from pg 1 
 

The values, the struggles, the patterns of loving and playing and teasing were drawn like 
threads into my own life story. Though I had spent little time growing up with my aunts, 
uncles, and cousins, they loved me. They were a part of my parents’ network of raising 
and loving me. When we lose sight of this network, when we deny it - in its positive or 
negative impact - then we lose sight of the marvel that is God. We disconnect ourselves 
and live in the fallacy of independence and individuality. We further negate the impact 
of our touch or lack of touch. It’s so easy for us to get lost in ourselves, in our dreams 
and ambitions and even images of what love is or is not. The funeral drew me back into 
this connection, as funerals do for so many. 

It just so happened that I attended two more funerals, and my horizon grew 
wider as I discovered just how amazing people are. Throughout these funerals, I was 
blessed with the opportunity to hear about the life of each special person. Suddenly, I 
saw these people who I “knew” but didn’t really know more intimately. At a funeral, 
people gather from near and far, from all aspects of a person’s life, drawn together to 
celebrate the beautiful life of one of God’s children. The broad life story is shared and 
this big picture is framed. Fond memories are relived. It takes many people - family, 
friends, co-workers - to break open the beautiful life story, the little quirks and gifts, the 
unexpected and the obvious spoken out loud. When the spotlight shines on the person  
in this wide horizon, we discover a remarkable person who has touched many people, 
blazed a trail of good and faithful works, and shared tears and laughter, struggles and 
joys, heartache and love. So I wonder why it takes funerals to do this, to make us pause 
and step into the very network of love that is God. I wonder why we don’t share 
ourselves so intimately in our living. 
 Then I read today’s text from Matthew, in which Jesus talks to a crowd after 
receiving a message from disciples of John the Baptist who is now in prison. John asks, 
“Are you the one to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus had just sent his 
disciples into the mission field, summoning them to cast out unclean spirits, to cure 
every disease and every sickness, to go to the lost sheep of Israel, and to proclaim that 
the kingdom of heaven is near. He instructs them to go to houses, to accept no money, 
and to anticipate that they will not be welcomed by all. The disciples have been sent; 
Jesus continues his ministry. Now John is questioning Jesus’ identity. Jesus turns to the 
crowd and addresses the society as a whole. He declares that this generation fails to  
understand and respond. They miss the moments that matter. What culture values - 
wisdom and intelligence - does not matter. God is a mystery that cannot be found in 
that way. Jesus praises God for having hidden the truth in this way; instead, the way is 
lowly, in all the ways that are powerless, like an infant, and call us to a place of co-
dependency. All of our images of power and success and blessings must be surrendered. 
Jesus calls the people, "Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light." 
 What does “come to me” mean? Who is Christ, the one who gives us rest? 
According to Ephesians 1:9-10, “With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us 
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a 
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things 
on earth.” Christ is the gathering of all things. We, as children of Creator God, are the 
body of Christ. “Come to me” is coming to one another, to the fullness of God that is 
found in community, in what we call Church. We know the mystery of Christ through 
one another, living intimately and connected. This is the wider horizon...the 
network...the kingdom of heaven. When Jesus sends his disciples into the mission field 
- into this vast community of people - he encourages them, “So have no fear of them; 
for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not 
become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim from the housetops” (Matthew 10:26-27). The me is “us,”  a 
collective.             ~Sermon cont’d pg 3 
  
 
 
 

Church Facility Updates 

Even though we are not currently 

worshipping inside the church, 

other weekly business and ministry 

work continues. 

The ramp repairs, addition of a roof 

over it, and the redirection of water 

flow off the upper roof levels are 

underway.  Under the watchful eyes 

of our trustees, the general 

contractor, Dolan Construction, is 

expected to complete the work by 

the end of July, perhaps early 

August. 

The side entrance door to the 

church remains locked at all times 

to minimize the flow of foot traffic.  

Should you need to stop by for any 

reason, please be sure to call the 

church office first to be sure 

someone will be available to let you 

in.  Everyone coming into the 

church MUST have their 

temperature taken and be logged in 

so that we are aware of when and 

where people have moved through 

the building. 
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HAPPY  BIRTHDAY TO YOU!! 
 

 

12 –  Brian Simmon 

33 Chestnut St. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

12 –  Roxie Bowers 

92 Comanche Dr. 

Auburn, PA  17922 
 

15 –  Bryce Werner 

205 Slichter Dr. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

15 –  Yaya Jacques 

35 Robin Lea Lane 

Fleetwood, PA  19522 
 

16 –  Tristan McGettrick 

 1111 Wyomissing Rd. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

16 –  Toni Calata 

193 Chateau Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

18 –  Kylie Brumbach 

 209 N. Brobst St. 

Shillington, PA 19607 
 

19 –  Joshua Wagner 

 70 Carriage Cir. 

Oley, PA 19547 
 

~Message cont’d from page 2 
  

You must surrender your individual vision on life to see clearly the kingdom. 

Let me interpret this in a contemporary language. Maybe you’ve already heard Brenè 

Brown in her now famous TedX talk from Houston or read her book Daring Greatly: How the 

Courage to Be Vulnerable Transforms the Way We Live, Love, Parent, and Lead. Brenè Brown 

conducted extensive research on shame and discovered that vulnerability - not power - is the 

place of ultimate transformation. Her experience as a social worker taught her this: 

“Connection is why we’re here. We are hardwired to connect with others, it’s what gives 

purpose and meaning to our lives, and without it there is suffering” (8). In researching the 

“anatomy of connection,” Brown unearthed the most powerful language of shame - the fear 

of not being worthy of real connection. Those most resilient to shame, who believed in their 

worthiness, who she calls Wholehearted, lived out of the belief that they are enough just as 

they are. Their lives are defined by courage, compassion, and connection. How? How do we 

find courage, compassion, and connection? The catalyst, according to Brown, is vulnerability. 

This is her bottom line: “ What we know matters, but who we are matters more.  Being rather 

than knowing requires showing up and letting ourselves be seen. It requires us to dare greatly, 

to be vulnerable” (16).  

 Brenè  Brown explores how we nurture Wholehearted living. Her book challenges 

cultural norms of scarcity and myths around vulnerability while cultivating a heart for 

engagement, for connection. She defines ten “guideposts”  that we must cultivate to grow our 

sense of worthiness. She pairs what we must cultivate with what we must let go - the losing 

for the gaining. All of this work happens in community, through connections that challenge us 

to be vulnerable. Such a way of connection takes time to actually learn how to identify our 

feelings, to let go of perfectionism and fear of judgment, to shed light on our dark places, and 

to build a trust with others that allows us to share openly. Brown’s message, though not 

written through the lens of Christianity, shares the message of Jesus where one discovers 

courage, compassion, and connection by surrendering to a life of vulnerability. It’s here, when 

we “come weary, carrying our burdens” and rest in Christ, that allows us to develop a deep 

sense of connection. Friends, many of us come to church on Sundays to worship God, to learn 

the way of Jesus. We know people; we smile and hug and inquire about our work and our 

families. The truth is that the deep connections and the transformation that Jesus calls us to 

require us to dare greatly, to become vulnerable. While corporate worship is a source of  

God’s grace, its also an easy place to hide. It ’s in the intimate spaces of connection -  

in small groups - where we we can nurture our spirits with courage, compassion and 

connection.  Calvary is intentionally engaging this community in the development of small 

groups. It’s at the heart of our human longing - to connect - and it’s at the heart of what Jesus 

teaches us. Our goal is to help everyone find a place of connection; our hope is that in knowing 

others more deeply we too will be transformed by their witness and love. In this chorus of 

voices, may we discover that not only do we not walk alone but that the true purpose and 

meaning in life is to connect with one another. We must dare greatly to share our most 

vulnerable self. 

 I want you to consider these  questions earnestly: how well do you really know the 

people in your church family? What are you intentionally doing to build connections and 

widen your view? 

 

 

 

Kathy Keinard – Hip replacement surgery on 7/15 

Greg Fitzpatrick – Father fof Shannon McBride’s boyfriend; undergoing heart tests 

Thomas Fitzpatrick – Name given by Shannon McBride; end stage lung disease 

Jeff Mundy – Uncle of Wanda Steffey; large tumor in stomach; on chemo 

Jane Price – Wife of Jack; recovering from heart procedure 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 27 
Current Year thru        07/05/2020      Last Year thru           07/06/2019 

Received               $143,567      Received                     $150,153 

Annual Budget Need     $320,000       Annual Budget Need   $308,162 

%Rec’d to Date                   44.9%      %Rec’d to Date                 48.7% 

Sunday AM Adult Study – Following 9AM Zoom 

Worship 

(1-1.5 hour discussion class) 
 

On Sunday, July 12th, the topic for our gathering will be 

Behaving.  How does it look to take an active role in our 

Christian life?  How does behavior look different now than it 

did in the past in terms of church participation?  How are we 

going to discern what practices will connect me with God 

and others in this rapidly changing world?  What does our 

hospitality look like to the people outside our church 

community?  These questions and others will be addressed 

in our Embracing Spiritual Awakening series. 

See where the discussion takes us in our mixed group of 

adults, young adults, and youth throughout this group study. 

Joining Zoom link (same as Sunday AM worship): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HS

mFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09  

 Meeting ID: 647 829 181; Password: 082013 

 

 

         

Food items are in good 

quantity for the July 

Mifflin Food Ministry. 
 
 

Toiletries and kitchen items 

requested for the July 18th 

pantry are: shampoo, body 

wash, toothpaste, 

deodorant, hand soap, & 

dish detergent. 
 

School supplies needed for 

August 15 pantry:  2-

pocket folders, pencils, 

spiral notebooks, pink 

erasers, subject dividers, 

glue sticks, markers, 

colored pencils, and 

highlighters. 
 

Wednesday PM Adult Study (also discussion based) 

For Wednesday 7/15, the topic for our gathering will be 

Community Matters.  In community, individualism and 

imperfection meet grace and acceptance.  What is our 

part in the Body of Christ?  What does it mean to 

interdepend on one another?  How can I practice from 

thinking "me" to thinking "we"?  These questions and 

more will be addressed at our next discussion in 

the Embracing a Life of Meaning series. 

Joining Zoom link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd

2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT09  

 Meeting ID: 817 414 027  Password: 888524 

Dial by your location: 1 646 558 8656   Meeting ID: 817 

414 027   Password: 888524 

 

 

         

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT09

